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"And behold, it is wisdom that this
land should be kept as yet from the
knowledge of other nations; for be-
hold, many nations would overrun the
land, that there would be no place for
an inheritance."

And Lehi goes on to prophesy in re-

lation to this matter.

We are threatened with a war. The
nations of the earth are threatened
with war. Turmoil and confusion
are in our own land. We are strewing
our ways to strangers. Your sons and
my sons are joining with those who are
not of our faith, and I testify that it

is a source of infidelity in the minds
of those who do these things. God
will have a people that will serve Him,
and they will be a righteous people,
and the land will be blessed; for I

testify to you this day that Zion will

be weeded, the iniquitous acts of men
will bring their own destruction, and
Zion will be cleansed before this great
and dreadful day comes when war
shall be among all nations, and in
Zion there shall be peace.

God give us grace to understand the
signs of the times, and to know that
we have no time to spare; that the
time is now when we must prepare
ourselves, that when those who de-
sire peace flee unto us they will not
find us wanting, but the faith and
power of God will be in the midst ot

the people, to the salvation of every
soul that seeks to dwell in peace and
serve God in an undisturbed manner.
May grace abound in our hearts, and
peace be in our homes, in the hearts
of our wives and children; and may
we set our faces as a flint to serve

God with undivided hearts, is my
prayer in the name of Jesus. Amen.

ELDER B. H. ROBERTS.

Great cause for serving the Lord—Righteousness
brings peace—The war spirit among the nations.

My brethren and sisters, with you
I have rejoiced exceedingly in the
services of this Conference, and my
heart has been made glad by reason
of the outpouring of the Spirit of God
upon His servants. I have felt for

myself very much encouraged by the

words that have been spoken, and
have felt reproved when reproof has
been administered. I rejoice that

my spirit has been so far responsive

to the spirit manifested through our
brethren who have ministered unto
us. Great truths have been spoken;
great testimonies, far reaching in their
effects in the earth, have been deliv-
ered; and it does seem to me that the
voice of warning is being sounded
through this Conference to the nations
of the earth.

While the brethren were speaking
this morning the following passage in
the Doctrine and Covenants came very
forcibly to my mind. It is found in
the 88th section. The Lord addresses
the revelation to His servants who
were engaged in the ministry, and it

contains instructions to them; and in
this particular part the Lord said:
'Abide ye in the liberty wherewith

ye are made free; entangle not your-
selves in sin, but let your hands be
clean, until the Lord come;
"For not many days hence and the

earth shall tremble and reel to and
fro as a drunken man, and the sun
shall hide his face, and shall refuse
to give light, and the moon shall be
bathed in blood and the stars
shall become exceeding angry, and
shall cast themselves down as a fig

that falleth from off a fig tree.

"And after your testimony cometh
wrath and indignation upon the peo-

ple, for after your testimony cometh
the testimony of earthquakes, that

shall cause groanings in the midst of

her, and men shall fall upon the

ground, and shall not be able to stand.

"And also cometh the testimony of

the voice of thunderings, and the

voice of lightnings, and the voice of

tempests, and the voice of the waves
of the sea, heaving themselves beyond
their bounds.

"And all things shall be in commo-
tion; and surely, men's hearts shall

fail them; for fear shall come upon all

people."

This revelation was given in the

year 1832—66 years ago; and has been

Cod's voice unto the nations of the

earth. If it was wisdom in Him so

long ago to place upon record this

His word, how much more important

it is, after the lapse of more than half

a century, that it should be repeated,

and especially in view of the commo-
tion that exists among the children of

men, when great dynasties seem to be
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crumbling: to pieces, and when nations

have been arming and equipping them-

selves for war, and when there is evi-

dence of the elements being disturbed,

and when by experience the inhab-

itants of the earth may know that de-

structive elements may sweep over

the land at the will of God.

I wish to bear testimony to you that

the testimony of the Spirit of God to

my heart is that there is a wonderful

significance in the opening of the way
for the proclamation of the Gospel of

Jesus Christ among the nations. The
Lord hath softened the hearts of the

children of men, and in fulfillment of

the prediction of His servant, Presi-

dent, Prophet, Seer and Revelator of

the Church of Christ, hath broken
down the barriers and opened up path-
ways for the servants of God, that

they might cry repentance unto this

generation, and that the warning
might be sounded in their ears be-

fore judgment shall be poured out
upon them. The Lord in this genera-
tion hath not left Himself without
witness unto the children of men. He
has not only given this word that I

have read to you, for His servants to

make proclamation of among the in-

habitants of the earth; but He has
gathered together a people from every
land, brought here by the proclamation
of this warning message, and hath in

this manner builded a monument of

warning unto this generation. It seems
to me that He has taken more pains

to proclaim unto the present genera-
tion of men the judgments that are in

store for them than He did in the days
of Noah; for if the teachings of Noah
and the building of an ark were a
witness unto that generation of tht-

destruction that was threatened, sure-

ly the gathering together of this peo-

ple, together with every temple that

they have erected, and every mighty
Conference that they have held, is

God's witness and voice unto the in-

habitants of the earth that the con-

troversy He hath with them is most
surely to take place.

I want to bear my testimony to you,

in connection with my brethren, that

the Gospel is true; that there is virtue

and power in the work of God, and
that my confidence in its accomplish-

ing that which hath been decreed con-

cerning it is most supreme. And I

"iild, if I could, join with you all in

sounding this warning unto the in-

habitants of the earth, that the hour
of God's judgment is at hand; and
He is vindicating His word and hath
given unto the people due warning
and an opportunity to repent. I trust

that He will continue to do so—con-

tinue to soften the hearts of the chil-

dren of men and to leave open the

gateway to their hearts until this work
of warning shall be thoroughly com-
pleted to His own great satisfaction.

I ask it in the name of Jesus. Amen.

The hymn which begins,

For the strength of the hills we bless
Thee,

Our God, our fathers' God,

was sung by the choir.

Benediction by Elder George Rey-
nolds.

2 p. m.

Singing by the choir and congregation
of the hymn which begins,

Our God, we raise to Thee
Thanks for Thy blessings free

"We here enjoy.

Prayer by Elder David H. Cannon.

The choir sang:

Glory to God on high;
Let heaven and earth reply,

Praise ye His name.

PRESIDENT WILFORD WOODRUFF
Strange personal experiences—Preserved by the

revelations and power of God—Incidents of a

remarkable ministry—Great change coming over

the earth—The work of God progressing.

[At President Woodruff's request,

President Cannon read the 1st Section

of the Book of Doctrine and Cove-

nants.]

I want the attention and the prayers

of the Saints who have assembled

upon this occasion. I have been sick

and very weak in my body for a

month past, and did not feel that I

would be able to attend this Confer-

ence till the day before it opened. I

have been blessed in this respect to

be with you. I desire to say some
things to vou, and perhaps some
strange things, too. I feel disposed t0'

say something about myself, to give

you a little of the history of my life,

because of what I may want to say,


