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PRESIDENT WILFORD WOODRUFF
Origin of /ion's] camps—Notable prophecy by
Joseph Smith—Christ to come to the Saints In the

mountains.

In 1833 the Church of Jesus Christ of

Latter-day Saints was driven out of

Jackson County, Mo., for the word of

God and testimony of Jesus Christ.

There Bishop Partridge was tarred

and feathered by the mob. That was
the time of the falling of the stars jn
that country. Soon afterwards Bish-
op Partridge called for volunteers to

go to Kirtland to see the Prophet.

Two men volunteered out of those who
had been driven from Jackson County.
One was Parley P. Pratt and the other

was Lyman Wight. They went to

Kirtland and laid before the Prophet
the circumstances, and the Prophet
called these two men, and others, to

go abroad and gather up the strength

of the Lord's house and to prepare

the camp of Zion. Parley P. Pratt

came to my house. I had just been"

baptized. I was engaged for a year in

furnishing lumber by contract. Parley
P. Pratt told me it was my duty to

lay aside all my temporal matters, go
to Kirtland, and join Zion's camp. I

obeyed his counsel. I arrived in Kirt-

land on Saturday and there met with
Joseph and Hyrum Smith in the street.

I was introduced to Joseph Smith. It

was the first time that I had ever seen

him in my life. He invited me home
to spend the Sabbath with him, and I

did so. They had meeting on Sunday.

On Sunday night the Prophet called

on all who held the Priesthood to

gather into the little log school house

they had there. It was a small house,

perhaps 14 feet square. But it held

the whole of the Priesthood of the

Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day
Saints who were then in the town of

Kirtland, and who had gathered to-

gether to go off in Zion's camp. That
was the first time I ever saw Oliver

Cowdery, or heard him speak; the

first time I ever saw Brigham Young
and Heber C. Kimball, and the two
Pratts, and Orson Hyde and many
others. There were no Apostles in the

Church then except Joseph Smith and
Oliver Cowdery. When we got to-

gether the Prophet called upon the

Elders of Israel with him to bear
testimony of this work. Those that

I have named spoke, and a good many
that I have not named, bore their

testimonies. When they got through
the Prophet said, "Brethren I have
been very much edified and instruct-

ed in your testimonies here tonight,

but I want to say to you before the

Lord, that you know no more concern-
ing the destinies of this Church and
kingdom than a babe upon its mother's
lap. You don't comprehend it." I

was rather surprised. He said "it is

only a little handfull of Priestho.xl

you see here tonight, but this Church
will fill North and South America—it

will fill the world." Among other

things he said, "it will fill the Rocky
Mountains. There will he tens of thou-

sands of Latter-day Saints who will

be gathered In the Rocky Mountains,

and there they will open the door for

i stablishing of the Gospel anions

the Lamanites, who will receive the

Gospel and their endowments and the

"s of God. This people will go

into the Rocky Mountains; they will

there build temples to the Most High.

They will raise up a posterity there,

and the Latter-day Saints who dwell

in these mountains will stand in the

flesh until the coming of the Son of

Man. The Son of Man will come to

them while in the Rocky Mountains."

I name these things because I want
to bear testimony before God, angels

and men that mine eyes behold the

day, and have beheld for the last fifty

years of my life, the fulfillment of

that prophecy. I never expected to see

the Rocky Mountains when I listened

to that man's voice, but I have, and

do today. I will say here that I shall

not live to see it, you may not live to

see it; but these thousands of Latter-

day Saint children that belong to the

Sabbath schools, I believe many of

them will stand in the flesh when the

Lord Jesus Christ visits the Zion of

God here in the mountains of Israel.

And while I bear testimony before

God, angels and men, that mine eyes

behold the fulfillment of the revelation

given that night, I just as much be-

lieve the remaining part of it will be

fulfilled as I stand here in the flesh.

I rejoice at seeing the progress of the

work that lies before us. There is a

great work before this people in the

fulfillment of these prophecies that
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have been given. Joseph Smith was
full of revelation. He foresaw this

people, and this work until it was
wound up.

My prayer to God is that we may
pursue such a course that we may en-

joy and receive all these blessings, and
our posterity after us. Amen.

ELDER FRANCIS M. LYMAN.

The volume of progress Increasing—The genius of

peace and the s lrlt of patriotism—Portents of

war—Hospitality of southern people—Salvation

and life In the Gospel

.

The time of this Conference is very

precious, but it is sufficient for us to

bear our testimonies to one another

and to speak of the goodness of the

Lord. This is a great day in Zion; a

great day for Israel. This is the

nucleus of the work of our Heavenly

Father. This Tabernacle, this great

Temple, this great people gathered to-

gether, is the great center for the work

of the Lord in the earth, and the honor

and the glory shall be the Lord's and

not ours. The work is progressing

more rapidly than ever before. We
are working harder abroad and at

home. The Presidency and the Apos-

tles, and home missionaries and for-

eign missionaries are all laboring dili-

gently, and their efforts are being

crowned with success.

The time will never come, probably,

until the Savior appears, when we will

not have difficulties to overcome and

trials to pass through. We are here

for that purpose, and every trial that

has been given to us, of every nature,

has been for our benefit, and has

tended to try and prove us. We may
be tried in war as well as in peace, but

we should be peacemakers. "Blessed

are the peacemakers, for they shall be

called the children of God." We want
peace. We should preach peace, teach

peace, pray for it, live for it, and do

everything on earth for peace that is

honorable before we engage in war.

We love our country. We love our

kindred and friends, like other people,

and are willing to serve our country;

and there is no doubt, if the difficulties

are to commence at the house of the

Lord, that the Latter-day Saints will

be proven in this regard. So far, we
have not had occasion to engage in

the wars of our country to any very

great extent, but when we have been
called upon we have always respond-
ed; and if our nation should be In
trouble today, as it seems to be threat-
ened, the government of our country
will find as generous a response from
this State as from any other state in
the Union, according to the number
of the people; for we love the insti-

tutions of liberty and of freedom. But
we want peace, because we are a
peaceable people, and we want to
preach the Gospel that has been re-

stored to us. The authority of the
Lord has been conferred upon us that
the Gospel may be preached among
all nations. That is our mission, and
we don't want war. The mothers
don't want war. The fathers don't

want war. We wish to avoid it if it

can possibly be done. We desire to be
numbered among the peacemakers who
shall be called the children of God.
Our faith should be exercised to ob-

tain peace and to maintain it in the

earth; for war is terrible. It was ter-

rible when there was war in heaven,

and the rebels were overcome and cast

out, and then peace reigned there.

War may come to our country. Ru-
mors of wars are heard in every land.

We will see what the Savior says In

regard to this matter:

"For as the lightning cometh out of

the east, and shineth even unto the

west; so shall also the coming of the

Son of man be.

"And Jesus went out, and departed

from the temple; and His disciples

came to him for to shew him the

buildings of the temple.

"And Jesus said unto them, See ye

not all these things? Verily I say unto

you, There shall not be left here one

stone upon another, that shall not be

thrown down.
"And as He sat upon the mount of

Olives, the .disciples came unto Him
privately, saying, Tell us, when shall

these things be? and what shall be

the sign of Thy coming, and of the end
of the world?
"And Jesus answered and said unto

them, Take heed that no man deceive

you.
• "For many shall come in my name,
saying, I am Christ; and shall deceive

many.
"And ye shall hear of wars, and ru-


