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cleat age, receiving the Holy Priesthood

for him, and then all the other bless-

ings thai are necessary for him to en-

i say Hi.it if .-in Individual has joy

in meeting them, what Joy will they

have When they meet the individual

wii.. performed all the ordi-

nancefl that saved them, doing the work

for them vicariously. I cannot think of

anything thai would be of greater joy

to the prison when he meets his friend

than this labor would afford. Then we
have the simpler ordinances, that we
term simple because they are so easy

of accomplishment, by which they can

have sealed husband and wife for time

and all eternity, and have conferred

upon them the privilege of coming forth

in the morning of the first resurrection,

clothed with glory, immortality and
eternal life and all the blessings of

Abraham, Isaac and Jacob, and all the

other blessings that pertain to the new
and everlasting covenant. Then if they

have had children and the children have
passed away without a knowledge of

the Gospel, they gather the names and
do the work that is necessary for them,

and seal the children to the parents.

and this is the work that was spoken of

and looked forth to, when the Prophet
Elijah should come to turn the hearts

of the children to the fathers, and the

hearts of the fathers to the children.

Now, this is why the Latter-day Saints

build temples: They are calculated to

exalt us in the Celestial Kingdom of

our God. But there are labors

for us to perform which should oc-

cupy every moment of time that we
have to spare, going forth and labor-

ing in whatever capacity we may be
called upon to labor. And as the Lord
blesses our labors, we should take a
tenth of that which we receive and pay
it to the storehouse of the Lord; then
pay our fast offerings, that there may
be plenty in the hands of the Bishop
to provide for the wants of the poor

in the ward where we reside; then go-
ing forth and performing every duty
that is necessary for us to perform.
If there is anything that has caused,
my heart to rejoice in my labors in

connection with this people, my breth-
ren and sisters, it is the provision that
God our Father has made for the re-

demption of mankind, both living and
dead, and the opportunities that are

afforded the people, those who are so

disposed, of laboring to bring about

His purposes upon the earth, assisting

in accomplishing that which is neces-

sary to firmly establish this Gospel in

the earth. And if we do, as a people,

all that is necessary for us to do, that

is in our power, the heavens will be

opened and the blessing of the Al-

mighty will descend upon us, prosper-

ity will atend all our labors, and we

will have that peace of mind and that

contentment and joy in contemplating

the great plan God has instituted for

the redemption of the people. I say

we will have such joy in contemplat-

ing these things that will make us so

happy that we will never regret labor-

ing for Him and for His purposes In

the earth.

May God bless you, and may we as

a people ever remember the import-

ance of the age in which we live, and

not lose sight of the signs of the times

in which we live, and may be per-

form our duties to His acceptance,

through Christ our Lord. Amen.

At the close of Elder Cannon's re-

marks the general authorities of the

Church were presented by Elder Sey-

mour B. Young, and sustaind by unan-

imous vote.

ELDER SEYMOUR B. YOUNG.

My brethren and sisters, I see in this

assembly a large body of our Seventies,

whom I am very glad to welcome to

our General Conference.

Some four or five weeks ago and also

a month previous to that date, we
published an invitation for the Seven-

ties to meet with us in this hall, on
Sunday,the 10th inst.,at 2 o'clock p.m.

And I find that very many of the

Seventies have come to accept of the

invitation, and are here this afternoon.

Yesterday the First Presidency ad-

vised us not to make of it an exclu-

sively Seventies' meeting.but to have it

an overflow meeting as usual, for the

benefit of all the Saints that might
wish to assemble. Consequently their

suggestion was the keynote to us, and
we cheerfully and gladly adopt the

counsel they gave us on this matter.

But I believe that there was nothing
in their minds to prevent us from
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saying whatever we considered neces-
sary to say to our brethren of the
Seventies who should assemble here
today.

Then, by way of conveying some of

our wishes to the Seventies that are
scattered through all the Stakes of

Zion, we wish to remind you that we
have 1,700 brethren, and nearly all of

those are Seventies, laboring in the
ministerial field today as missionaries

of the Church of Jesus Christ. They
are laboring in all the states of

the Union, they are also laboring
in all the Scandinavian countries,that

Is, in Denmark, Sweden and Norway,
also in Germany and in Holland, or

the Netherlands; also a small corps of

missionaries are now laboring in the
Holy Land, under the direction of

Apostle Anton H. Lund. We have
a large corps of missionaries in the

British mission,and upon the Sandwich
Islands, upon the Society Islands, up-
on the Samoan Islands, in New Zea-
land, in Australia and pretty much in

all the civilized world wherever Chris-

tian nations are known, and wherever
Christianity is preached. "We have
missions in all those lands and islands

of the seas representing the Church
of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints.

We hope that our brethren of the

Seventies have become impressed with
the fact that they, to a large extent,

are the missionary corps of the Church,
and from these quorums of Seventies

the brethren are chosen who go out

on missions; or if they are chosen from
the Elders' quorums, when they are

sent forth they are ordained Seventies,

and sent with the Gospel message to

the nations of the earth—as minute
men, calling upon the people of the

world to repent of their sins. We have
some very excellent missionaries in

the field today. But we want to im-

press upon the minds of our brethren

who preside over these quorums and
those who are members of the same,

and also upon the minds of the Elders

the necessity of us all preparing

ourselves to be better missionaries in

the future than we have been able to

send out in the past. We desire an
improvement all the time. We desire

that our brethren should be imbued
with the spirit of improvement, and

that in every Elder and Seventy that

is called out, the Presidency of the

Church and the Apostles shall find
a fit representative of the Church of
Christ, and a man that knows the hope
that is within him and can give a
reason for that hope in good, int.ll i

-

gent English language, or in what-
ever language he may be called upon
to teach the Gospel, and that will de-
pend upon the nation or people to

whom he is sent. Now, in connection
with this, I want to suggest to my
Danish, Swedish, Norwegian and Ger-
man brethren, and brethren from the

islands of the sea, that you maintain
the gift and power of speaking youi
own native tongue or language in

your family circles. And those who
can speak German, Danish, Swedish,
Norwegian or French and who are na-
tives of these countries, that every one

will maintain their native tongue
and dialect, speak it in the family cir-

cles and train their children to speak

the same as well as the English, so

that when they are called and sent out

our young Elders may be prepared to

preach and teach immediately, and
thus gain an advantage in time, and
time saved is expense saved. And
those Elders who come from foreign

missions and who have been in the

habit of speaking foreign languages,

by all means take every opportunity to

speak in those languages that you may
maintain the knowledge you have

gained while you have been in a for-

eign nation, and continue to be able

to speak fluently those different dia-

lects and tongues, that when you are

again called you will be prepared to

go immediately into the field and labor

as efficient Elders, having a thorough

knowledge of the language in which

you are called to teach. We also wish

our Seventies and Elders to learn all

they can, to make themselves pro-

ficient by attending to their Mutual
Improvement Associations, and their

Sunday schools, for in both of these

institutions are to be found wonderful
facilities for learning the principles

of the Gospel, that they may be able

to give a reason intelligently for the

hopes that are within them. As I

have said before, mutual improvement
and individual improvement are the or-

der of the day.

Now, in regard to dealing with mem-
bers of quorums who are careless or

delinquent: There was a brother came
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t,, me today and pr< m nt< d his recom-

mendation From quorum in the south,

alM his Rpnealogy, which was taken

from the quorum record, and he stated

thai he had I n Identified with no

quorum since leaving the south, and

thai was as much as tight or ten

y.ars ago. He said. "I have been very

careless, bu1 i li > •
i

•»
- t ii brethren will

nut cast me off. I have been a wan-

il> i. i. a trader, a stock man, and I

have been wandering around all over

creation and not attending to my
duties as a Seventy during all that

time; y>'t I would like very much to be

received into a quorum, where I am
going to locate, and I would not like

to be cast out from the midst of my
brethren." I said, "Brother, there

are no persons that I have ever met that

were too old to repent of their sins, of

their backslidings, careless ways and
to turn over a new leaf, serve the

Lord and keep His commandments. If

you are one of those who desire to do
this you can certainly receive the
benefit of your good resolutions; and
if you will prove to your brethren that
you are indeed repentant and that you
will do better, they will have no desire

to cast you off." The Gospel of life

and salvation is a Gospel of repent-
ance. Jesus truly said, when Peter
asked Him how- many times we should
forgive our erring brother, and said as
a suggestion, shall we forgive him
seven times? Jesus said to him, not
only shall you forgive him seven times,

but you shall forgive him seventy
times seven, if he repent. Now, this

is a wide latitude, and I am not re-

sponsible for it; but I am satisfied in

this matter that it is a very great and
inestimable favor and blessing that
the Lord has given unto His children,

that as often as they will repent and
forsake their sins, He will fr.rgive

them. We all need to repent every
day of our lives, and we all need the
spirit of repentance, and we all ought
to cultivate this spirit of forgiveness
one to another. For the Lord has
said, "If you forgive not each other his
trespasses, the Lord will not forgive
you your trespasser.' Now, in deal-
ing with scattered and careless mem-
bers of Seventies, we dtsire, as we
have ir.struct.il >-m b.iMhr^n y ihe
presidency of these quorums,that these
brethren shall be labored with, that

they shall be sought after, that they

shall be earnestly taught with hu-

mility and kindness the way of life,

that they shall be admonished from

time to time In the quorum meetings.

If you cannot get them to act with you,

go to them and meet with them in

their own houses and labor with them
by their own firesides in the spirit of

meekness and love unfeigned, seeking

their welfare and salvation, and only

desiring that through their repentance

they may be forgiven, and learn to lay

hold of the spirit of the Gospel.

There has been very much said dur-

ing this Conference regarding the way
that we show our determination to be

in accord with our brethren, to be in

unison with them, to be united with

them in every good word and in every

good work. And who has not felt his

heart or her heart burn within his

bosom during the services of this great

Conference, in listening to the voice of

our President, Wilford Woodruff, and
hearing his admonitions? He stands

a living monument of God's mercy
and pleasure in preserving his life

and keeping a living witness within

his breast of the truths of the Gospel
that he embraced when in the days of

his youth; always maintaining that

same living witness that the same
light burned brightly, for it has never
gone out of his heart for one moment
since he received it. See what a wit-

ness and testimony he has borne of

these facts to the people during this

Conference. I say never for one
moment has the light gone out of his

heart, and I do not think it has ever

burned dimly; for the power of God
has been manifest in him from that
day and hour unto the present time.

See the watch-care of the Spirit of the
Lord and of the holy angels of God's
presence, how they have been over
that man and guarded him and pre-

served him to do the work that he is

called upon to do at this stage and in

this age of the Church. And so I be-
lieve we might testify of those associ-

ated with him—his Counselors and the
Twelve Apostles, today. They have
show-n by their works, labors, teach-
ings and constant endeavors among
the people to lead, guide, counsel and
admonish in all meekness and in all

humility and by the power of God
manifested to them, that their lamps
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have never grown dim, but that the

Spirit of the Lord has burned within

their hearts all the time; and there is

burning within their hearts today a de-

sire for the welfare of Israel, a de-

sire for the gathering of Israel, a de-

sire that the Gospel may be preached
in every land and that the chosen seed
of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob may be
gathered from all the nations whither
they have been scattered. Now, this

is the course they are taking.and what
ought we to do, my brethren and sis-

ters, and especially my brethren of

the Seventies and Elders, what ought
to be our course in life? Should we
not possess in our hearts the same
light and the same love of truth that

they have evidenced, and should we
not stand shoulder to shoulder with
them and be united in all things with
our brethren who preside over us,

seeking diligently to know the mind
and will of the Lord, and be led by
that Spirit which comes from Him all

the time, into the way of life and
truth, making our words and actions

agree entirely? And when we testify

that we have received the Gospel, that

we have a living witness in our hearts,

should we not keep that lamp constant-

ly and brightly burning, that it may
never grow dim through carelessness

on our part?

I wish to remind you today, my
brethren of the Seventies, that there is

a very great necessity for every one,

every president and member of these

quorums to be united together and to be

ready for the word of counsel from our

file leaders all the time, and to prepare

ourselves for any field of action or

labor, or any duty that we may be

called upon to perform. Let us re-

member another thing, that though
we may be called upon to perform
some political duty or labors that are

secular and not connected with our

calling as Seventies, this should not

take us outside of the influence of the

Church nor of the brethren who pre-

side over us. We should be subject

to the laws of the Lord, to the law of

the Gospel, which means a determina-
tion to carry out all the requirements

made of us and to perform every duty
as servants of the Lord. Let us feel

that we are in duty bound to so con-

duct our lives that no reproach may

come to us, and that we shall not bar
ourselves from having the light, even
the lamp of the Holy Spirit constantly
burning within our hearts. I felt

called to make these remarks, for I

have seen with some sorrow, recently,

that some of our brethren who are in

political positions have turned a deaf
ear to the admonitons of their brethren,

and who have seemingly put at de-

fiance every wish or suggestion that
might be made to them. And I want
to raise my voice in admonition to my
brethren about the matter, and to call

the attention of the Latter-day Saints,

one and all, to the fact that we owe
allegiance to our heavenly Father,
and that between us and Him stand
our brethren who preside over us, and
that if we wish to maintain an in-

fluence with God and with the heavens,
we must subject ourselves to the coun-
sel of our leaders, and labor diligently

and faithfully in the cause of Christ.

May the Lord bless us and help us to

do good, is my prayer in the name of

Jesus. Amen.

ELDER JONATHAN G. KIMBALL.

I pray the Lord that I may be wise
in what I shall say, and be under the

influence of the Spirit of the Lord; for

I have no desire to express my own
feelings.

I frankly confess that I am disap-

pointed; and when I am disappointed
you find it out, for it shows upon the

very lineaments of my face. I am not
like a brother I once had—and he was
the only one I ever did have like that

—when he was disappointed and felt

badly, he could whistle and sing. 1

cannot whistle or sing when I feel dis-

appointed.

I have not learned the lesson of obe-

dience yet, but I shall before I get

through. It is our duty when we are

confronted with anything that we do

not understand, or go against any ob-

struction, to plow around it. I have
always been accustomed to going over

it. If I ran against a snag when plow-

ing, it did me a whole lot of good to

see my team pull, to test the plow and
see how good it was. I have broken

many a plow and done considerable

damage by not plowing around the ob-

stacle.


