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»onis of Hi" Prophet are being ful-

filled.

Borne Bldeti now laboring in the

Boutfc fancy they are the only ones

who ever traveled without money. El-

ders were never more faithful, ener-

getic and persevering than at present,

jrel thousand* of Elders have been just

as true and faithful.

I ailed my fust mission, and thought

money was an essential, which to some

Blders it is. ye* the only time I laid

«.ut in the woods was with a $10 bill in

my pocket and I thanked the Lord

when the money was gone.

Brethren and sisters, cease your

severe criticisms of the Presidents ot

missions. Stop finding fault, and re-

frain from troubling Elders about their

returning home. They are being edu-

cated in the Gospel, and being taught

to obey the laws of the Lord, that

seemingly cannot reach their hearts

at home. And this rewards them for

all sacrifices. Our sons are there be-

ing taught to obey the law of tithing.

Some of our good brethren's names
would not be found on the tithing rec-

ords if their wives did not pay tithing

on eggs and butter.

In conclusion, I desire to state that

I feel well and honor and respect men
who love God and keep His command-
ments; men who are truthful, honest

and do not fear men. I love great

generals and leaders like Moses, a man
who loved God, and followed His coun-

sel, yet was not afraid to express his

views. The Lord loved him because

of his manhood, and loyalty to Hia
people.

I desire to say to you, Seventies, and
the Latter-day Saint" the closer I get

to the Presidency of the Church and
Twelve Apostles, the more I love them,

because I know they are kind men, and
they love God, and they love His work
and His people. That is my testimo-
ny. If you have feelings against the

brethren, go to them. If your brother-

offends you, go to him. Try to fix

things up and do not let us have jar-

rings and bitterness, do not let us have
apostasy in our hearts. God bless you.

Amen.

ELDER MARRINER W. MERRILL.

I wish to say a few woris in testi-

mony, relative to what President Sey-

mour B. Young referred ro To ni>

mind what he referred to is quite an
important matter: With regfc.rU to the

foreign people, the Scandianvian, Ger-

man, French and every people who
speak foreign languages, teaching

their children to speak the niothir

tongue, to speak the foreign language
that the fathers and mothers are ac-

quainted with. In some instances

where the mother is acquaintej with
the foreign language and ..he father is

not, or the father is acquainted and
the mother is not, a great d-al of pains

should be exercised by th > parents in

teaching their children their language.

We are sending Elders to different

parts of the world; and a great major-
ity of our Elders, I believe, have to

learn a foreign language, if they are

sent to a foreign country. This should

be measurably avoided in the future,

because our foreign populari on is scat-

tered all over the country. »re have a
great many Scandinavian and German
people in the country and £ am sorry

to say that a good many of. those peo-

ple who emigrated here a number of

years ago have utterly failed to teach
their children their own language. 1

had occasion a short time ago to look

for some missionaries to go to Sweden,
Norway and Denmark, and. of course,

among that class of people I expected

to find young people able to speak their

mother tongue, but in this I was sadly

disappointed. I only found a very few
that could speak their mother tongue.

In no case did I find any one that was
reared up and born here and of foreign

parentage, that could read the lan-

guage. Now, I think this is a great

mistake. The children may just as
well learn two languages as to only
learn one, and they can do it quite

readily when they aie young. I re-

member marrying a couple, I think it

is about thirteen or fourteen years ago;
the brother was an American and the
sister a Swedish lady, and she could
talk English very fluently, as also the
Swedish language. When they came
to get married, I asked them if they
would promise me, should they be
blessed with children, that they would
teach those children the mother tongue,
that is, teach them the Swedish lan-

guage. Of course the brother could
not speak that language. They
promised me that they would.



ELDER MARRINER IV. MERRILL. 79

and I took occasion to visit them
about six weeks ago, and after

hunting them up I went into the house
to renew acquaintance. Of course they
knew me, but I would not have known
them. I asked them about it. and the

mother said, "Yes, we have four chil-

dren," they had lost one or two, 'and

every one of these can now talk

Swedish to you, if you can understand
them." They brought those children to

talk and sing for me, and the little

children were quite young, the oldest

being about twelve years old, or nearly

so. The mother said they talked very
correctly. Of course 1 could not Judge
as to that, but suffice it to say they
could talk their mother tongue; and
that sister carried out and kept the
promise they had made, to the very

letter. The father comes in and takes
the little girl on his knee, but he does
not know a word she says. I was very
much pleased in listening to these chil-

dren talk their mother tongue. Now
this will apply to all the foreign broth-
ers and sisters. You brethren that have
been to Germany, do not forget the

German language, the language that

you have so studiously acquired when
you were preaching the Gospel. Now,
the German people are quite numerous
in this State, and every one of them
ought to take greater pains in teaching

their boys their own language. Now,
Brother Young referred to this, and I

thought you were not impressed with

the idea so fully as you ought to be
with regard to this important matter,

for I tell you it is important. There
was a young man raised by the siiie of

me and his family lived by the side of

me for forty years; they had a family

of boys, and they were good boys too,

Both father and mother were Norwe-
gian. A little while ago one of the

boys was sent to Norway on a mission,

and it was with a great deal of diffi-

culty that he learned the language.

He had not learned it at home and did

not make a success learning it on his

mission, did not make a success learn-

ing his mother tongue. Now, if you
take children in their infancy you can
soon teach them a foreign language.
Talk in that language to the baby and
it will soon learn what you are talking

about. Now, this thing ought to be ob-

served throughout the whole Church.
We are here to preach the Gospel to all

people, nations, kindreds, tongues and
tribes. If we can learn the language
here at home, how much better it is

than to spend months when you go
abroad to learn the foreign language.
You people that know the French lan-

guage ought to cultivate it and not for-

get it, but practice, talk and read it.

The Germans ought to read their lan-

guage and have the children read it,

and so with the Scandinavian people.

They ought to have books and teach
the children to read the language as
well as to speak it. It is one thing to

read it and another thing to speak it.

It is not everybody that can speak it

that can read It correctly. We ought
to take these matters into considera-

tion. I think we have time to devote
to this important matter. Now I think

that is enough.

I want to say something in relation

to what Brother David H. Cannon,
Fresident of the St. George Temple,
said.

Temple work has been my theme and
labor for a great many years, and, of

course, those subjects naturally im-
press themselves upon my mind. It is

a very important matter, laboring in

the interest of our kindred dead. We
feel sometimes that we have done a

great amount of labor in the Temple.
We have four Temples now in opera-

tion, and they are open most of the

year, and people are going there, but

we are just commencing now; we will

continue during our life time to work
here, and the life time of our children,

and the life time of our children's

children, and then through the Millen-

nium, and how much longer I am not
prepared to say, but suffice it to say
the work will go on and continue to

go on during these periods. Now, I

suppose there are people here in this

congregation that have almost lived

under the shadow of some Temple, and
have done nothing. You are liable, as

well as myself, to be called to the other

side to meet your children and relatives

that have died without the Gospel, and
who will, no doubt—no question in my
mind—receive the Gospel if we will give

them the opportunity.

Now I want to exhort you, my breth-

ren and sisters, to consider these mat-
ters more seriously. Remember the

obligations to your ancestors. If it had
not been for them, you and I would
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not have •in exist- m-. . i:. number our

kindred, and our fathers, and see to it

thai the beorte of the fathers are

turned to the children and the hearts

,,f the children are turned to the fath-

i tod bleee you. Amen.
The choir sang the hymn:

Go, ye messengers of glory,

Run, ye legates of the skies.

Benediction by Elder M. W. Merrill.

Tabernacle, 2 p. m.

Singing by the choir:

Glorious things of thee are spoken,
Zion, city of our God!

He whose word can not be broken,
Chose thee for His own abode.

Prayer by Elder Abraham Hatch.

The choir sang the anthem, Ho-
sannah.

THE GENERAL AUTHORITIES.

were presented to the Conference by
President George Q. Cannon, as fol-

lows:

Wilford Woodruff, as Prophet, Seer

and Revelator, and President of the

Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day

Saints in all the world.

George Q. Cannon as First Counselor

in the First Presidency.

Joseph F. Smith as Second Counselor

in the First Presidency.

Lorenzo Snow as President of the

Twelve Apostles.

As members of the quorum of the

Twelve Apostles — Lorenzo Snow,
Franklin D. Richards, Brigham Young,
Francis M. Lyman, John Henry Smith.

George Teasdale, Heber J. Grant, John
W. Taylor, Marriner W. Merrill, An-
thon H. Lund, Matthias F. Cowley and
Abraham O. Woodruff.

The counselors in the First Presi-

dency and the Twelve Apostles as

Prophets, Seers and Revelators.

Patriarch to the Church—John
Smith.

First Seven Presidents of the Seven-

ties—Seymour B. Young, C. D. Fjeld-

sted, B. H. Roberts, George Reynolds,

Jonathan G. Kimball, Rulon S. Wells

and Joseph W. McMurrin.

William B. Preston as Presiding

Bishop, with Robert T. Burton as hi*

first and John R. Winder as his sec-

ond counselor.

Franklin D. Richards as Church
historian and general Church recorder,

with John Jaques, Charles W. Pen-
rose and Andrew Jenson as his assist-

ants.

As the General Church Board ot

Education—Wilford Woodruff, Loren-
zo Snow, George Q. Cannon, Karl G.

Maeser, Willard Young, Anthon H.

Lund, James Sharp, Joseph F. Smith
and John Nicholson.

As Trustee-in-Trust for the body of

religious worshippers known as the

Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day

Saints—Wilford Woodruff.
John Nicholson as clerk of the Gen-

eral Conference.

All of the voting to sustain the au~

thorities was unanimous.

ELDER FRANKLIN D. RICHARDS.

Signs of the times—Fulfilment of prophecy

—

Spirit of war—Work for the dead.

I have been requested to occupy a

few moments of your precious time
this afternoon. I greatly desire the

sweet and enlightening influences of

the Holy Spirit to direct what I shall

say to you, that the time may be oc-

cupied acceptably and profitably. I

have been greatly edified in the in-

structions that have been given from
day to day during this protracted and
exceedingly interesting Conference.

A great deal has been brought for-

ward for our consideration, deeply in-

teresting, and should be exceedingly
profitable unto us.

We are living in times of momentous
importance, times which are marvel-
ously significant from every point of

view in which we may consider the

conditions of the human family at

the present time, whether religiously

or politically, or whatever view we
may take of it. Jesus, when on the

earth, informed His associates that

in the latter times there should come
many false Christs, and there would
be a great deal of wars and rumors
of wars in the earth, etc. This same
Jesus, risen from the dead, and again
speaking to His Prophet in the last

days, has spoken to us more definitely

and significantly upon this point than
He did at that time to the brethren

with Him. He was pleased to say to

His Prophet, Joseph Smith, on the 25th

day of December, 1832, the day cele-

brated as the anniversary of the birth

of Christ, that there should come wars


