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not have •in exist- m-. . i:. number our

kindred, and our fathers, and see to it

thai the beorte of the fathers are

turned to the children and the hearts

,,f the children are turned to the fath-

i tod bleee you. Amen.
The choir sang the hymn:

Go, ye messengers of glory,

Run, ye legates of the skies.

Benediction by Elder M. W. Merrill.

Tabernacle, 2 p. m.

Singing by the choir:

Glorious things of thee are spoken,
Zion, city of our God!

He whose word can not be broken,
Chose thee for His own abode.

Prayer by Elder Abraham Hatch.

The choir sang the anthem, Ho-
sannah.

THE GENERAL AUTHORITIES.

were presented to the Conference by
President George Q. Cannon, as fol-

lows:

Wilford Woodruff, as Prophet, Seer

and Revelator, and President of the

Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day

Saints in all the world.

George Q. Cannon as First Counselor

in the First Presidency.

Joseph F. Smith as Second Counselor

in the First Presidency.

Lorenzo Snow as President of the

Twelve Apostles.

As members of the quorum of the

Twelve Apostles — Lorenzo Snow,
Franklin D. Richards, Brigham Young,
Francis M. Lyman, John Henry Smith.

George Teasdale, Heber J. Grant, John
W. Taylor, Marriner W. Merrill, An-
thon H. Lund, Matthias F. Cowley and
Abraham O. Woodruff.

The counselors in the First Presi-

dency and the Twelve Apostles as

Prophets, Seers and Revelators.

Patriarch to the Church—John
Smith.

First Seven Presidents of the Seven-

ties—Seymour B. Young, C. D. Fjeld-

sted, B. H. Roberts, George Reynolds,

Jonathan G. Kimball, Rulon S. Wells

and Joseph W. McMurrin.

William B. Preston as Presiding

Bishop, with Robert T. Burton as hi*

first and John R. Winder as his sec-

ond counselor.

Franklin D. Richards as Church
historian and general Church recorder,

with John Jaques, Charles W. Pen-
rose and Andrew Jenson as his assist-

ants.

As the General Church Board ot

Education—Wilford Woodruff, Loren-
zo Snow, George Q. Cannon, Karl G.

Maeser, Willard Young, Anthon H.

Lund, James Sharp, Joseph F. Smith
and John Nicholson.

As Trustee-in-Trust for the body of

religious worshippers known as the

Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day

Saints—Wilford Woodruff.
John Nicholson as clerk of the Gen-

eral Conference.

All of the voting to sustain the au~

thorities was unanimous.

ELDER FRANKLIN D. RICHARDS.

Signs of the times—Fulfilment of prophecy

—

Spirit of war—Work for the dead.

I have been requested to occupy a

few moments of your precious time
this afternoon. I greatly desire the

sweet and enlightening influences of

the Holy Spirit to direct what I shall

say to you, that the time may be oc-

cupied acceptably and profitably. I

have been greatly edified in the in-

structions that have been given from
day to day during this protracted and
exceedingly interesting Conference.

A great deal has been brought for-

ward for our consideration, deeply in-

teresting, and should be exceedingly
profitable unto us.

We are living in times of momentous
importance, times which are marvel-
ously significant from every point of

view in which we may consider the

conditions of the human family at

the present time, whether religiously

or politically, or whatever view we
may take of it. Jesus, when on the

earth, informed His associates that

in the latter times there should come
many false Christs, and there would
be a great deal of wars and rumors
of wars in the earth, etc. This same
Jesus, risen from the dead, and again
speaking to His Prophet in the last

days, has spoken to us more definitely

and significantly upon this point than
He did at that time to the brethren

with Him. He was pleased to say to

His Prophet, Joseph Smith, on the 25th

day of December, 1832, the day cele-

brated as the anniversary of the birth

of Christ, that there should come wars
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in this land, and specifically stated

that they should commence in the

state of South Carolina. This revela-

tion was preserved in the archives of

the Church until July, 1851. Some
nineteen years after this revelation

was given to the Prophet Joseph it

was brought out and published to the

nations of the earth. Since then it has
become common property to all the

inhabitants of the earth who have been
pleased to examine the revelations of

God to the Latter-day Saints. It was
stated that this was to be the com-
mencement of wars that should cause
the death and misery of many souls.

It was not until 1861—about ten years
after this revelation was published

—

that this was fulfilled. And it was not
done in a corner, nor in any obscure
part of the earth, but it was fulfilled

just as the Prophet said it should be.

The first guns of that war were dis-

charged at Fort Sumter, in Charleston
harbor, South Carolina. It is now a
matter of national history, and all

the human family should know that
it was given to Joseph Smith in 1832,

some twenty-nine years before it oc-

curred, and which cost this nation so

much anguish and the lives of nearly
a million of precious souls.

This has come to pass, and the same
Lord Jesus Christ has given us
through the same Prophet Joseph
Smith to understand that the day is

near at hand when peace shall be taken
from the earth, and that it has be-

gun to be taken from the earth. These
things have been read in our hearing
during this Conference. Now, we may
as well understand that as the other

great revelation of 1832 was fulfilled,

which the whole human family know
who are of civilized or semi-civilized

condition, just so certain is this also

likely to be fulfilled. It furthermore
states in the revelation that has been
read to us, that the time will come
when all nations shall be at war; when
every man that will not take up his

sword to defend himself against his

neighbor will have to flee to Zion.

These prophecies indicate a growing
tendency in that direction. And I won-
der if the latter part that I have just

quoted is not already tasted in its

bitterness in the island of Cuba near to

our coast though they have not the

chance to flee to Zion, but have to take

up their sword against their neighbors
and have to contend for their liberties,

and are at the present time in a hor-

ribly distressed condition, objects of

the charity of the whole nation and of

the other nations of the earth.

Living then in times when these

tremendous prophecies are hanging
over the heads of the human family,

partly fulfilled, partly unfulfilled, and
when the angel of the Lord came with
his message in these last days de-

claring the Gospel revealed again and
bringing especially the word, "the
hour of his judgment is come,", shall

we take no notice of these great and
wonderfully significant sayings? The
brethren who have ears to hear and
hearts to understand, will feel the

necessity of maintaining closer busi-

ness relations than we have been in

the habit of doing for the last decade
to two. If we had hearkened to the
good counsels that were given to us
by our President, and made it a point,

as they and the officers of our cities

and counties did, to make once a year
a clean sheet, and get no further into

debt, we would have been in a much
stronger business condition today
than we now are, and many
men would have saved them-
selves sleepless hours who now
have to lie awake to study how they
are going to raise the money to meet
their obligations and to save their

homes from being taken away from
them.
We live in a time when the na-

tions of all the earth are so disunitedly

united that the tension of their con-

nection is drawn to its utmost limit in

many places. We need not only to

notice the case here on our coast, but
it is so on the other side of the globe.

Nations are ready to go to war, and
anxious for the opportunity. It seems
as if the spirit of war had gone forth

until great men who pose as patriots,

and would like to be considered states-

men, are ready and clamoring for war.

Latter-day Saints have always taught
the principles of peace and good will.

This came to us through our Savior.

But He told us that we were going to

come to a time when we would have
contention and strife even in our

families; when a man's enemies should

be they of his own household—another
affirmative statement of that terrible
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consummation that wae bi ton

i to. 'I'll'- world are tending to

that Bui Hi-' Latter-day Saints are

tending to peace, to union, to fellow-

ship, and love. While In the midst of

our deepest iillllction. harrassed, tor-

mented, scattered and peeled, and

coming here aa far ;is we could get

away from civilisation to make a

home, I say while we have been pass-

ing through these things we have had

a peace within us; we have a settled

conviction of the knowledge of God;

we know that He has accepted us as

His children; we know that He has
manifested himself to us frequently

by gifts and blessings and manifesta-

tions not a few. Thus have we been
right along. And while we do not

nor are we under any necessity to,

make any great demonstration or in-

dulge in any spread-eagle discourses

to convince the people that we are at

peace, and that we wish they would
keep the peace, that has been the way
we have felt. But the Lord has told

us that Zion would be the only people

on the earth that would be at peace
in the earth. Therefore, we want to

overcome evil with good, cultivate this

spirit and the keeping of the command-
ments of God, and get that spirit that

Brother Joseph was talking to us of

this morning, to know that we are

born again, that His Spirit is in u,s,

that we live by it and are guided by
those principles; that it is the light

that leadeth our feet, and we want to

live so as to keep it growing brighter
and brighter till the perfect day.

Considering these are the times and
conditions in which we live, it seems
to me that the teachings we have had
during this Conference have been
wonderfully adapted to our condition,

not only the spiritual portion, but the
exhortation to the wise management
of our temporal concerns. I would
urge the brethren to make all reason-
able effort to get out of debt, and
live honest and honorable before all

men. If you have but little, realize
that that much comes as near being
yours as anybody's, except the Lord's,

who has made you the steward over
it.

We see then that the growth and
tendency of all influences existing
among the human family are towards
discord, violence, warfare, contention

and strife. The union that used to be
felt among people in neighborhoods Is

being lost. The confidence of men
with men is being lost. We hear it

common among the people that we
must treat every man in that way
that we do not know but he may turn
to be dishonest.

Now, in the light of the great work
that is going on, we want to cultivate

every grace and virtue, and keep the

commandments of God and the cove-
rts we have made with each other.

It Is our integrity, our faithfulness,

and our devotion to do these things
and to walk in the law of the Lord,

that we may have the light of His
Spirit to increase with us constantly
—it is this that is going to enable us
to get through and accomplish the

work that is laid upon us for our-

selves and for our dead. I want to

say that in our appointing the Elders
to the nations we have an eye con-
tinually to their efforts among their

kindred in distant lands, and the ob-

taining of the genealogy of their an-
cestry, that they may labor for their

dead.

I know this is the work of the Lord.

I sense it continually. The only thing

that I have to concern myself about Is

to be able to live it, to be counted
worthy of the multiplied blessings

which He has bestowed upon us. In

other lands people are dying by the

hundreds and thousands, through
famine and terrible diseases and pesti-

lences, which are God's messengers
sent forth to convince the people. As
it was said to an ancient Prophet,

when the judgments of the Lord were
in the earth people would learn

righteousness. Perhaps they will; but
I am afraid it is going to be too late

for the great mass of them, the way
they act. It seems as if the human
family were anxious to become drunk
with blood and imbrue their hands in

each other's blood. And what a work
will it be when peace is taken from
the earth! Let us cultivate peace.
Let us walk in all the ways of the
Lord and serve Him continually.

I pray that the blessings of God may
be upon all the interests of Zion; that
the spirit of this Conference may go
to the ends of the earth as far as
there are Saints or honest in heart



PRESIDENT GEORGE Q. CANNON. 83

that want to hear and to learn of it,

that it may be a blessing and a benefit

to us and to the human family; that

the work of the Lord may go on and
prosper, increase and spread abroad
until the Gospel has gone to all na-
tions, and until all the ends of the

earth shall be made to know that He
is God, and that there is none else in

the earth like unto Him. And may
His blessings be upon us, and upon
all we have to do with—our persons,

our, families, our flocks, our herds,

our gardens and our orchards, and all

that the Lord hath made us the stew-

ards over, in the name of our Lord
Jesus Christ. Amen.

PRESIDENT GEORGE Q. CANNON.
Prophetic promises concerning the land of America

and Its people—It is choice above all other lands

—Designs of God in regard to it—Law in relation

to war—Course of the government of our nation

commended—Our duty to our country.

The remarks which have been made
by Brother Franklin D. Richards con-

cerning the position the inhabitants

of the earth are in, and particularly

our position, and his reference to the

revelation that was read the other

day concerning the necessity there

would be for those who desired peace

to flee to Zion, suggests the reading

of some promises and predictions that

the Lord has made concerning this

land. Lehi, before his death, in speak-

ing about this land to which he and
his family had been led, made the fol-

lowing remarks:
"Wherefore, this land is consecrated

unto him whom he shall bring. And
if it so be that they shall serve Him
according to the commandment which

he hath given, it shall be a land of

liberty unto them; wherefore, they

shall never be brought down
into captivity; if so, it shall be because

of iniquity; for if iniquity shall

abound, cursed shall be the land for

their sakes; but unto the righteous it

shall be blessed for ever."

His son Jacob also spoke concerning

this land, and those who had charge

of the records have left on record some-

thing that He has said respecting it:

"But behold, this land, saith God,

shall be a land of thine inheritance,

and the Gentiles shall be blessed upon
the land.

"And this land shall be a land of lib-

erty unto the Gentiles, and there shall

be no kings upon the land, who shall

rise up unto the Gentiles;

"And I will fortify this land against
all other nations."

Here is a promise given to the peo-
ple of this land, that if we will serve
the God of this land no nation shall

prevail against us; for the Lord says
he will fortify this land against all

other nations. Of course, it is under-
stood that to have this we must be a
righteous nation.

Other prophets have spoken in sim-
ilar language. It is recorded by Mor-
oni, in the book of Ether, as follows:

"And now we can behold the decrees

of God concerning this land, that it is

a land of promise, and whatsoever
nation shall possess it, shall serve God,
or they shall be swept off when the ful-

ness of his wrath shall come upon
them. And the fulness of his wrath
cometh upon them when they are

ripened in iniquity;

For behold, this is a land which is

choice above all other lands; where-
fore he that doth possess it shall serve
God, or shall be swept off; for it is

the everlasting decree of God. And it

is not until the fulness of iniquity

among the children of this land, that
they are swept off.

"And this cometh unto you, O ye
Gentiles, that ye may know the de-
crees of God, that ye may repent, and
not continue in your iniquities until

the fulness come, that ye may not
bring down the fulness of the wrath
of God upon you, as the inhabitants
of the land hath hitherto done.
"Behold, this is a choice land, and

whatsoever nation shall possess it,

shall be free from bondage, and from
captivity, and from all other nations
under heaven, if they will but serve
the God of the land, who is Jesus
Christ, who hath been manifested by
the things which we have written."
These are great promises which the

Lord has given unto the inhabitants
of this land; not to the Latter-day
Saints alone, but to all the people of

the land. You remember, no doubt,
the effort that was made to establish

a king on this land of North America,
and the destruction which resulted to

many of those who attempted it. The
word of God as recorded in this Book
of Mormon, which was revealed
through the Prophet Joseph Smith,


