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ELDER J. G. KIMBALL.
An ambition that is not wordly—A great Mission-

ary responsibility—Special reference to the

Seventies.

I trust, while I stand before you,

that I may be governed and influenced

by the Spirit of the Lord; for I can as-

sure you that I have only one ambition,

only one desire burning in my heart,

and that is, to serve the Lord and keep

His commandments. I understand

my labors to be to preach the Gospel

continually among the children of men;
that my calling and labors are well-

defined; and I do not ask any Seventy

in the Church of Jesus Christ to do

what I am not willing to perform my-
self. I am a candidate in the Church
of Jesus Christ to take up the cross

and follow the Savior, and preach the

Gospel to the nations of the earth; and
I am willing, if the customs of the

country will permit it and I am sio di-

rected by the Spirit of the Lord, to

travel without purse or scrip, to addict

myself to fast and to pray, and to

live near unto the Lord, that he may
soften the hearts of the children 5:

men towards me. I have only one am-
bition, viz., to follow in the footsteps
of my father and emulate his ex-
ample. While I believe it to be my
right, notwithstanding I am a member
of the Church of Jesus Christ of Lat-
ter-day Saints, to work for any gift

that can be. given by this great nation
or by the people of this State, yet I
have no ambition in that direction. I
realize that there is danger in specu-
lation; taut I claim the right to specu-
late, if I am honest and straightfor-
ward in my dealings. I claim that it

is my right to become rich and to sur-
round myself with the riches of the
wiorld, inasmuch as I use it for the
good of the children of men. But I
have no further ambition in that di-
rection, unless I am specially called by
those appointed to labor in the Church.
I have, however, an ambition to be
saved in the kingdom of my Father.
I desire to understand the Gospel, the
plan of life and salvation, and if there
IS any greater ambition that can be
given unto the children of men, I pray
you to point out the pathway.

I realize, my brethren and sisters,

that there is a very great labor de-
volving upon this people. As was
stated by President George Q. Cannon,
we cannot say that we have the num-
ber of missionaries laboring throughout
the nations of the earth that we had
six months ago. In the Southern
States alone there have been over one
hundred and twenty-flve Elders re-

leased since the 20th of June, and o.n

the 20th of June there were five hun-
dred and eighty Elders laboring in that

mission; and Elder Rich, who pre-

sides, stated that there should be re-

leased from that mission another . one-

hundred and twenty-flve Elders. Take
that mission alome, then, and there

should be sent into that field of labor

at least two hundred and "fifty more
Elders as soon as it can possibly be

done. I feel myself that it is a time to

thrust in the sickle; for the Lord has

softened the hearts of the children Of

men towards this people, and Satan,

in his anger, is trying to raise up per-

secution against our people, and it is

already developing in the Southern

States. I feel, my brethren, that we
should put ourselves in a condition to

undertake and carry out this labor,

especially the Seventies, whose labor

it is to continually preach the Gospel.

We read in the Doctrine and Covenants
that the High Priests are to preach as

their circumstances will permit; but
there are no such words found in the

Doctrine and Covenants regarding the

Seventies. I went into a qporum 'of

Seventies only a few nights ago—one of

the best quorums, too, that I have met
with— and we found eighteen Seventies

out of thirty-five that have never filled

missions to the nations of the earth.

So we find it all through the Church.

It is my opinion that there are but few
quorums in the Church in which you
cannot find twenty Seventies that have
never filled missions to the nations of

the earth, and I look upon it as one of
the most unfortunate things that can
befall a man—to be robbed of that
privilege. Wliile it is true that many
of our brethren have filled honorable
and wonderful missions at home, yet
we look to Seventies to fill up this
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number; and I pray the Dord to move
upon them mightily by His Spirit, that

we may be able to supply our brethren
in the next year with three hundred
Seventies that are willing to take upon
themselves this labor.

I realize, my brethren, that we should
be charitable. I do know that our
brethren are in debt, that they are in

trouble and in difficulty. It is only
two weeks ago since I persionally in-

terviewed eight bright, intelligent men
who were perfectly able, physically,

mentally, and, for aught I know, every
other way except financially, to go on
missions, and these eight brethren all

declared that they were in debt and
unable to go. I felt impressed by the
Spirit to prophesy to them and to

promise them that if they would have
faith they could pay their obligations

in the next six months, if they would
make a covenant with the liord that
they would take up this labor and
preach the Gospel to the naitions of the
earth. But it leaves a very grave re-

sponsibility upon the Bishops and the
presidents of Stakes; for when you
send that class of men, they leave be-
hind them probably large families to

be taken care of. I feel that that is

one reason that so many young men
have been called—men who were not
Seventies—because many of them had
no families to leave behind. But I

say to you,my brethren and sisters, in-

asmuch as this is my calling, that it

devolves upon this people, notwith-
standing there is a great expense to

it. From a human standpoint, it

would seem as if it Avould take from
our people nearly all their means to

preach the Gospel to every nation.
Yet, if I understand the matter aright,

when the angel came, that was the
message he delivered to the Pi'ophet
Joseph Smith.

'

I do not desire to occupy more Of
your time; but I did desire to call your
attention to that part of our labor that
is devolving upon the people. I pray
the Lord that He will continue to bless
us, and bless the earth, that it shall

yield forth of its strength, so that our
people may free themselves from debt,
and take up this labor; that it may not

be necessary to hunt and search as we
now are under the necessity of doing,

to find men to send forth to the na-
tions. I pray the Lord to bless our
brethren, the Apostles, for my sympa-
thy is with them. I desire to say to

the people that I hope the time will

never come when it will be necessary
for any of our people, through their

strife and their troubles—their politi-

cal troubles—ito make any further
trouble for their brethren; for when I

look back to that aged servant of God
—President Wilford Woodruff-who has
passed away, and when I think of our
other brethren who follow him, h^w
true and how faithful, how full of in-

tegrity they are; they have never
swerved, but they have been steadfast
and have fought valiantly for the

cause of Christ, and just as they get
here and have established themselves
seemingly permanently, and it seems
when it ought to have been a time of

peace and rest for our brethren, some
of us who became restless and got the

spirit of the world had to make more
trouble for them. I pray the Lord
that He may soften our hearts, that we
may love the Priesthood, that we may
honor them, that we may serve the

Lord and keep His coanmandments.amd
have the Spirit of God burning in our
hearts like a living fire. This is my
desire, in the name of Jesus. Amen.

ELDER GEORGE REYNOLDS.
This is God's work—Human weaknesses—Payment

of Tlthiug—Every day duties.

I trust, my brethren and sisters,

that while I stand before you this af-

ternoon I shall have your faith and
prayers in the testimony that I may
bear and in the few remarks that I

may make. It is very unexpected to

me to have to stand before you at this

time; but I always esteem it a priv-

ilege to bear testimony to the truth of

the great latter day work, and also to

that which is being accomplished by
the labors of our brethren. I under-

stand and realize that we are accom-
plishing the work that God has de-

signed; that we are fulfilling His pur-

poses; that this is His work, and not


