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and mountains, and in the canyons; for

I have done it years and years of my
life. I know what it is to go into these

mountains an^ get wood for fuel, for

the" winter's use, and also for those

(vho would buy, in order that I might

get my school books, or some clothing

that I needed. I know what it is to go

into the canyons and cut poles for

fencing farms; for I have done that,

too. Therefore, I have had some ex-

perience in these matters, and I only

say to you that which I would do my-

self, if I were in the circumstances

that I once was, or in the condition

that some of my brethren are in today.

Then, .too, in those days we could not

go to a brother and borrow of him

that which we needed, because all the

brethren were in the same condition.

We could not borrow a plow, because

our brother did not have a plow per-

chance; or if he did, he needed to use

it himself at the same time. Further-

more, I know how to set a tire with

rawhide. We used to have to do that.

I know how to fasten the spokes of the

wheel in the hub by wrapping green

rawhide around the spokes to hold

them together, when we could not do

anything else. And we know what it

is to Avork, and toil and delve for a
living out of the barren soil, and that,

too, before the curse was rem>ved from
this soil; for the curse of sterility was
upon the soil when we came to this

valley. Today there are tens of thou-

sands of acres of land that tu'e produc-
ing rich harvests of grain and fruits,

which, when we came into tliis valley,

could not be cultivated at all, and
would scarcely raise a sunflower.
I have seen the transformation, and I

know what has brought it about. It

has not all been the labor of man. It

has also 'been through the blessing of

God upon the soil. God has removed
the curse, has removed the sterility

from the s.oil, and has made it fruitful.

Therefore, I give glory, honor, praise

and adoration to God my Father, the

giver of every good and perfect gift.

I acknowledge His hand in the pros-

perity of this people in this State. I

acknowledge the blessmg of the Lord
upon all the Saints, in that they have

been preserved from the hands of their

enemies, and from the spirit of apos-

tasy and darkness, dissension and di-

vision; that we have had the spirit of

union in our hearts, and of love one

toward another and towards the Presi-

dency and Apostles of the Church of

Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints. Let

us continue to cultivate this spirit of

union and love, and of community-in-

terest. Let us adhere to it, cleave to

it with undivided and unyielding per-

tinacity, that we may be indeed one,

that we may be God's people; for un-

less we are one we are not His. God

bless you, is my prayer in the name of

Jesus. Amen.

The choir and congregation sang:

How firm a fo'undation, ye Sadnts of the
Lord,

Is laid for your faith in His excellent
word.

Benediction by Elder C. D. Fjelsted.

2 p. m.

The choir sang the hymn which be-

gins,

Praise ye the Lord! my heart shall

join
In work so pleasant, so divine.

Now, while the flesh is my abode.
And when my soul ascends to God.

Prayer by Elder Angus M. Cannon.

Singing:

High on the mountain top
A banner is unfurled.
Ye nations now look up.

It waves to all the world.
In Deseret's sweet, peaceful land;
On Zion's mount behold it stand.

PRESIDENT F. D. RICHARDS.

Self-support—President WoortrufiE's last addresses

—Organizing the First Presidency—The Prophet

gave the keys to the Twelve—Hour of God's judg-

m ent—Wars are necessary.

In comtemplating the duty immedi-

ately before me, I earnestly desiire a lib.

eral measure of the Holy Spirit to as-

sist and strengthen me, to enlighten

me, and to enable me to speak unto

your edification. I have been very hap-

py in listening to the instructions that

have been given us. I realize that these

occasions are designed for our great

benefit, as spiritual feasts, to refresh
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us with the words of life, the spirit of

faith, tlhe conisolatron for our trials

and temptations, and the enrichment
in the spirit 'of the G-ospel by which to

further progress in the way of life.

Mu,c.h of the instruction that we have
had pertains to matters oif our self-

support and our sustenance, which is

not only timely and appropriate, but
very important, because we need con-
tinually an enlargement, an extension
of our opportunities; and there are
many young .people among us who do
not sense the importance of assuming
the responsibilities of life and settling
down into a position in society, of tak-
ing to themselves the character of a
head of a family, and of establishing
themselves among the Saints of Zion.
It should be realized by all people that
the comforts of life which we have,
whether we get them directly or indi-
rectly, come out of the ground to us;
not only our food, but our raiment,
from our hats to our boots, and from
our feathers to the finest wear we put
on. Then even the gold and silver
and all precious jewels come forth out
of the earth. They who till the ground
and bring forth out of it the neces-
saries, the blessings and the comforts
ot life, by so much imiprove and in-
crease the general happiness and good
of all. There are no portions of the
human family that are so independent
and comfortable in the ways of life
generally as -those tha't are iOn a farm
which they can attend to wisely and
profitably, and obtain from it the neces-
saries of life. If we could realize and
understand this more perfectly, and
think of it more seriously and consider-
ately, it would be better for a great
many of our young, ambitious men and
women, wTio now are seeking for posi-
tions in life to escape labor and toil.
While they are establishing associations
and fixing up measures to oultivaJte
their physical energies and develop
their m.uscles, the general labor that is
to be done in the cultivation of the soil,
the producing of all that is necessary
for living, both in the field for men and
in the house and dairy for women,
wo.uM furnish 'all the physical culture
that they need; and this properly as-

sorted 'and used would save consider-
able expense in that certain direction.

Now it has got to that, as (has been
hinted to us., that if anjf large enter-
prise is underitaken, whether it he a
private or a public one, there is a seek,
in'g directly for something or other in

the shape of a bonus. If men come
ajnong us with capital to do us any
good, to put up some machinery or

anything of that kind, they first lay
claim to some bonus. Whereas, In the
beginning of this work, everybody was
expected to take care of himself and do
something to help build up the Church,
the thing is getting very fast turned
round the other way, and people now,
if they have been unfortunate in the

"boom" or through their own careless-
ness, are expecting the Church to turn
in and support them. We have got the
thing headed around the wrong way in

that respect. We ought to continue the

plan and sentiment of sustaining our-
selves and of having something to help
build up the Church, as in the begin-
ning. This sentiment, if continued and
carried out, will grow and extend until

our unoccupied lands will be occupied
and cultivated, and these valleys will

be filled up, and our settlements extend
to Canada in the north, to Mexico in

the south, and back to Missouri in the
east.

I have rejoiced in these instructions
given us for our profit. I feel now like

speaking to you some of my own per-
siomal reflections, in a different strain.

The last time we heard our venerable
and beloved President Woodruff speak
to us here, how delightfully he did ad-
dress us, as if he might not have been
more than forty-five years of age! He
gave us a good long talk—long enough
for a common sermon, and it was in-

teresting, instructive and emphatic. It

would be good for those who did not
hear it, to get and read it occasionally.
His last teachings all seemed to be giv-
en with a view on his part that it might
be possibly the last that he would say
to us. While hearing him speak in

that excellent, free and enlivening man-
ner, I could n<ot help but think, "Is it

possible that this will be the last time
we shall hear him?" Well, President
Woodruff has departed from us in our
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present relation, and has gone to join

the holy throng—the Prophet Joseph,

the Patriarch Hyrum, and twelve o^

fifteen of the Apostles -that have died

and gone during his lifetime and ours.

It is only a few years ago that Presi-

dent Snow and I were ordained down
here in the Old Fort. We have lived

to see the members of nearly a whole

quorum depart hence, and we are left

behind, though we are following them
up as fast as time will move us on.

Now, there are certain peculiar no-

tions that people sometimes have.

Once in a while there is one who thinks

we were in a hurry to get the author-

ities of the Church filled up, almost be-

fore it was decent and proper in their

estimation. I want to say a little about
that. There is no standard of human
invention, no precedent among man-
kind, that can determine how long or

how short that period shall be. But
the Lord has determined a rule for it.

Back in the days w'hen the Prophet
Joseph was slain, and the Church was
left without him here upon the earth,

the whole people mourned—mourned as
we have nev^r known how to mourn
since. I wanit to tell you SaiintB, thait

felt you mourned when President Young
died, when President Taylor died, or
now that President Woodruff has de-
parted from us, it is no such mourning
as was felt through all Nauvoo and
among all the Saints when the Prophet
and Patriarch were slain. It just

seemed as if everything around us,

even the animals, the trees and the hab-
itations, were clothed in mourning. We
felt his 'absence, because he was to us
instead of God. He directed us in every-
thing, taught us in all the great priu-
ciples that pertain to our salvation and
exaltation throughout all this mortal
existence and clear into the eternities.

Anybody that has the spirit of revela-
tion, and who will read the last revela-
tions that he gave us, cannot help but
wonder and admire, and comprehend
something of the great mind and ca-
pacity of soul that he had acquired dur-
ing his short experience, in the G-ospel,
of twenty-four years here in the flesh.

Now, wiien he was taken away, it

was the first great and terrible ex-
perience in that line, and there was no
rule left when the Church organization

s'hould be perfected. Let me cite you to

a few facts in connection with this.

When that event occurred, the Apostles
were all away throughout the United
States, on missions, except John Taylor
and Willard Richards. They were in

prison with the Prophet Joseph. Presi-

dent Taylor was shot nearly to pieces,

so thiat he :had like to have died, ac-
cording to all human appearance. Wil-
lard just lost a drop of blood from one
of his ears; a ball whistled so near that
it broke his skin and let a drop of blood
mingle with the others. The Prophet
Brigham was in Boston, with Apostle
Woodruff. It was a sad 'and sorrowful
time. Immediately -the Prophet Joseph
was slain, one man and anotner, and
another, who had been taught by him
to comprehend some great principles of

the Go'spel, came to feel so important
that onq^ man said, since Joseph was
dead there was no man living to whom
he owed allegiance. He therefore, in

tlie greatness of his self-importance,

gathered up his family with a few
others and went away to Texas. Ly-
man Wight was this man, whose cog-
no'men among the Twelve was, "the

wild ram of the mountain." By and by
one of his sons returned to us.. Another
man, Alpheus Cutler, in the greatness

of his experience and self-sufiiciency,

took his family and some friends and
went ito a northern state, making a
camp of his ow^n, ready to build up a

city, a people, a nation, and become a
prophet. George Miller, one of the pre-

siding Bishops, also started with a -few

and went off among the Poncha Indi-

ans. Another one, James J. Strang,

who thought he had the thing fixed so

it had come to stay, went oft' with a

few to Be'aver Island, in Lake Michigan,
and carried on his operations for a

while, till by and by one of his follow-

ers sickened of him and assassinated
him. 'This is the way these great men,
who thoiught they were somebody, have
gone in the strength of their own en-
dowments, feeling themselves as great

as Joseph the Prophet. How was it,

when the Prophet Brigham came back
to Nauvoo, that he realized that the
powers of the Priesthood and the keys
thereof had come down upon him? He
went and stood in his place. Sidney
Rigdon wanted to become a "guardian"
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to the Church, to guide and lead them
till he should see Joseph again. And
thus, one after another, these different

influences wrought. About this time,

too, to fill up the cup and make it run
over and 'to accomplish the wickedness
of the world, a mob got around and
forced the Twelve, when they got back
to Nauvoo, to enter into an agreement
with them that 'they and the people

would get up and leave the country.

This they did. They made their ar-

rangements, and, as quick as we could
finish the Temple and get the blessings

of the Lord upon us, the Saints started

out into the wilderness to find a coun-
try as far from civilization as they
could.

The Prophet Joseph had a feeling or

a premonition of what might be, and
we find it on the record of his history

that he felt foreibodings that Ue might
not stay to see that Temple completed.

He took the Twelve aside—those who
were faithful—and he gave them their

endowments in 'a holy place, in a new
building that he consecrated for that

purpose. He placed upon them the

keys, -authority and powers which the

Lord and the angels had conferred

upon him. You recollect that John the

Baptist came and ordained Joseph and
Oliver to the Aanonlc Priesthood. Peter,

James and John came and ordained him
and Oliver unto the Melchisedek Priest-

hood—^^the holy Apostleship. In the

Temple at Kirtland, Moses, Elias and
Elijah appeared and conferred upon
him the keys of the gathering of Israel,

of the Gospel of Abraham, 'and of the

turning of the hearts of the fathers to

the children and the children to their

fathers. Joseph called the brethren
aside and placed all these keys, powers
and blessiings, that he had received,

upon them. You have heard President

Woodruff testify of this, and of the

great work and marvelous power
thereof. Well, these things bestowed
upon the brethren caused some men to

become headstrong, and in view of what
they knew they thought they could

build up the Church unto God, build up
the kingdom of God, and stand at the
head of it themselves.

While this was going on, the powers of

the Priesthood rested down upon the

Twelve Apostles, and President Young

always took pains to have a majorit>
of them within reach, where he could
arrange for any decision that he founa
it necessary to m'ake. He had
a great vison, in' which Joseph
said to us through hjm, "Get the

Holy Spirit, and keep it." That is a

great injunction that is upon us all. If

we want to go where these men are,

we must get the Holy Spirit and walk
in the light of it. After he and the
Pioneers had been out here and had
found this place for; us to come to live

in, and then went back to the Missis-

sippi river, in Winter Quarters, the

Spirit of the Lord, the revelation of the

Lord, came upon him. It was about
two years and a half, on that occasion,

that the Church had been without a

First Presidency, till the Lord made
manifest to them, in Winter Quarters,

about December, 1847, that the organ-
ization s'hould be completed. There be-

ing no good place for it, they picked

out men and set them to work to build

a tabernacle in Kanesville, for the con-

ference. At that conference the First

Presidency was accepted, and, accord-

ing to the dictation of the revelation,

they, Brigham Young, Heber C. Kim-
ball and Willard Richards, were upheld
by the unanimous consent and vote and
prayers of God's people. Thus the first

great calamity to the Church was reme-
died, and the fulness of the Priesthood
was again restored.

In 1849 the Presidency and the breth-

ren got together down in the old fort

here, and there was a series of confer-

ences and councils held, where four of

the brethren were ordained unto the

Apostleship, to fill the vacancies made
by those who had been promoted to the

First Presidency, and of this number
were Brothers Charles C. Rich, Lorenzo
Snow, Erastus Snow and myself. For
ten years and a half I was the young-
est member of the quorum, and when I

look back it seeims marvelous to me
that I have lived to see, in about fifty

years, nearly a whole quorum of Apos-
tles pass away to the other world. They
have gone to labor with the Prophet
Jo'seph, and they cannot feel lonesome.
I cannot help but think how happy
President Woodruff must be in getting
into their society, and rejoicing and
glorifying God in the great work there
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of preparing for the coming of the Lord

Jesus Chrisit.

When it came to pass that President

Brig-ham Young departed from us, then

there was another period when the

Presidency of the Church came upon

the Twelve. During this per'iod it de-

volved upon President John Taylor, the

President of the Twelve Apostles, and

this continued for a while. At that

time it was so that a number of the

brethren of the Twelve were but young
men, not of long experience, and we had
to have a little time to get acquainted

with each other, and we had to labor to

accomplish the things that were re-

quired. During this time some enter-

tained ideas of one kind, some of

another. It was thoug'ht that some
should be brought to the Presidency

who were not entitled to it, and we had
to take a little time to learn and in-

quire into the mind of the Lord on
these matters. By and by, when we had
come to a proper state of feeling, to an
entire unanimity, .and when the Lord
saw fit. He made it manifest unto the

Twelve that the First Presidency should
again be organized. "Whereupon Presi-
dent John Taylor was called to be
President of the Church, and Apostles
Geo. Q. Cannon and Joseph F, Smith
were called to be his counselors.
Now, I want to say to you that the

only rule there is about constructing
the First Presidency is this: When the
quorum of the Twelve Apostles are ot
one heart and of one mind, and they at-
tain to that faith that the Lord will

make manifest His will, then is the time
when the Presidency are appointed.
There is no other precedent established,
only to obtain the fellowship, the union
and the faith of the council to prevail
with the Lord to make manifest these
things unto them.
So again, when President Taylor died,

we were left in a similar condition, and
the Twelve held the direction of affairs.

By and by, when it came the proper
time, when we felt the Spirit of the
Lord burning In all our hearts, wnen
the word of the Lord came to President
Woodruff, then another Presidency wab
constructed. It was done by the same
rule—all were agreed and united, and
prevailed with the Lord to make mani-
fest His will about it.

My brethren and sisters, there are

some truths greater than other truths.

As the Lord said to Abraham,where you
see one truth greater than another,

then you may know there is another
truth greater than that. The great
truth that regulates us in all these

matters is the truth of being united.

The Lord has told us in the
revelations that except 'we are
one we are not His. That is

a great, capital truth; and if

you will carry it with you into your
wards and into your Stakes, as also

into your families, you will find a great,

capital blessing with it everywhere.
"When President Woodruff was taken

from us, how were we? Why, we had
nobody that wanted to go off to Cal-
ifornia, to Canada, to Mexico, or to the
Sandwich Islands even, to set up a
church of his own; but we were all

here—the two counselors that remained
and the Twelve Apostles, fourteen in

all. When v/e were thus together, I

want to say to you that under those
circumstances and a^ that time there
were no opposing, contending influ-

ences. There was nobody wanted to go
away and set up a kingdom. But we
were united. And I want to testify

that a great measure of this blessing of

unity, fellowship and love has come
down upon us, and through us to the

people, by the untiring zeal, energy and
devotion of President Lorenzo Snow.
While he was President of the Twelve
Apostles he labored diligently unto this

end; and I have never seen a time, nor
have you ever seen a time, in this dis-

pensation, when there was a more cor-

dial, solid unanimity in the Presidency
and Apostles of the Church than there

is to-day.

When we, as the Apostles, accepted
the responsibility to preside. President
Cannon took his seat in the Council of

the Twelve, where he occupied it before

he left it as a counselor to President
Woodruff. President Jos. F. Smith did

the same. The ' Twelve Apostles as-

sumed the presidency of the Church, al-

though it was taut for a short time

—

from September 2nd to September 13th.

On the latter day we were together,

and in contemplating the interests of

the Church, temporal and eternal, we
remembered the words of President
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Woodruff while he was with us, that he
did not think the Church should be long

without its full organization, and it be-

gan to burn in our hearts. One after

another felt as Lf a First Presidency-

ought to be organized, if the word of

the Lord were so; and directly the word
of the Lord was given to us that the

time had come to organize, and so we
organized. President Lorenzo iSnow and
his counselors were presented, and ac-

cepted by the brethren in council, as the

First Presidency of the Church. We
were all united on it, our hear^ts were
warm in it, the fire of. the Lord burned
in every bosom, and we could not keep
still for the joy we had in this thing.

Now, that is the only rule there is in

regard to filling or keeping open the va-

cancy of the First Presidency of the

Church. It is when the brethren are

united in the love and power of the

Holy Priesthood. When the word of the

Lord comes to us, it tells us what to do,

when to do, and how to do. So that no

one need feel that we have waited too

short a time after President Woodruff's

departure to make it both decent and
proper to fill the vacancy. When the

Lord speaks, then is the time! When
His mind is made manifest, we should

honor and accept it, and carry it out
to the uttermost. I rejoice in that the
Lord is so ready to make manifest to

us; that we did not have to Wait two
years and a half, nor a year and a half,

for Him to give it to us.

President Woodruff was full of teach-

ing concerning the last instructions of

the Prophet Joseph to the Apostles,

and the blessings he put upon them.
Brother Woodruff was the last one of

that distinguished Council of the

Twelve which the Prophet Joseph ad-
ministered to personally; not in the

Temple (it was before the Temple was
completed), but in a retired place, where
only a very few knew of It. It was
necessary that they should have this

blessing, so that if Joseph should be
taken away it might be instituted and
carried on in the Temple, when the
Temple was completed. Oh, blessed be
the name of the Lord, for that he
caused it to be brought about in this

way! And blessed be His holy name,
too, that he caused us to be roused up
out of our homes and sent out into

these mountains before that war of the

Rebellion came upon us. Oh, how we
hated to go! ^ut how true the Lord
made His word to come out when He
said, "My people shall be willing in the

day of my power." He knew how to

make us willing, although it took mobs
to come upon us and kill our brethren,

the Prophets.

Brethren, this great work is upon us.

The Lord has given us some singular

features connected with it. One of them
is this: He has said by the mouth of

the angei that the hour of His judg-

ment is come. The 'Savior, in looking

down into our time, as recorded in the

24th chap, of Matithew, told the breth-

ren that in the last days not only should

false Christs and false Prophets ap-

pear and try to lead away many, but

He told them that in these times there

should be wars and rumors of wars,

and great distress among all nations;

and so great should be the trouble and

distress that it should be only a vexa-

tion to understand the report thereof.

Now then, what do we see? We have

already lived to see Wars in our day.

They are a necessary concomitant to

this latter-day work. They cannot be

avoided. They are a necessary part of

the latter-day program. Let me draw

your minds a little to some of the cir-

cumstances, and see if it is not so. I

look upon it as part of the great phil-

osophy of the last days' dispensation,

that the wars of our times are just as

necessary in the fulfilling of the word

and the work of the Lord as are any

others of His gracious promises made
to us. It was necessary to have this

liberal government that His Church

might be established upon this land.

He could not have done it in any ot

the monurchies of the old world. Why
was it that there was a dissatisfied

element called non-conformists? It

was so with them, between the re-

formers and the Catholics, that they

could not stay and be comfortable, and

they had to go off to Holland, to get a

retreat where they could survive, wor-

ship God and entertain the faith they

believed in. Directly, when Columbus

had discovered this country and it

came the proper time, these same non-

conformists, afterwards called Puritans,

came over to America as fast as tiiey
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could—they who were not tied up to

papacy nor to the Church of England,

but who felt a desire for more liberty

to worship God, came over here, and
they became the thirteen little' colonies

away down on the Ajtlantic coast. What
was the result of it? They had to have
a war, declare their independence, and
become a people to themselves before
they could obtain that liberty to wor-
ship thait was required before the Lord
sent His revelations among them. War
was actually necessary to bring step by
step the liberty the human family has.

We get along a little further, and the

Prophet Joseph was among us. The
Saints were driven from New York
state to Kiritland, from KirtLand to

Missouri, and then from city to city.

The first mission of the Twelve Apos-
tles was to New England. A few peo-
ple receive it. The leading men of the
Church—the Prophet Joseph, and Hy-
rum, Brigham and Heber—were from
the Eastern states. Buit how was it in

the South? WTien we semt our Eldeirs in-

to the Siouthern States they persecuted
them. Elders Wilford Woodruff David
W. Patten and Jedediah M. Grant suc-
ceeded in getting a few from those
states; among the rest, Brother A. O.
Smoot, la'te president of the Utali
Stake. But no considerable work was
ever done in the Southern States until
after the war of the rebellion. That
came and destroyed about a million
souls, and that destruction produced
liberty to the slaves. After that the
Gospel could go, and it is having free
course until there are many scores of
our Elders there, and in some of these
states our people have meeting houses,
branches, societies and schools. The
work is being established and taking
root among the people. You see,' the
war was necessary to bring that about.
Of course, we never could have got into
the Southern .States if something had
not happened to break off the bonds of
the African, so that slavery might be
abolished.

So we may look all along the experi-
ence of the Latter-day Saints. Let me
take you across into the old country.
When I was over there in 1895,presiding
in Europe, the work was going on in
Great Britain, Scandinavia and Swit-
zerland. A voice came over from Dres-

den and wanted to know what was this

doctrine they heard of. We adopted
measures to send it over to them. How
did we do it? Here is Brother Maeser,

known to all Israel, the first fruits, I

may say, of the German confederacy.

We went over there and in the dead

hour of the night baptized eight souls

in the river Elbe. But they could not

stay a great while before they were
driven away. Brother Maeser, after a

lititle, w'as put in charge of a policeman,

who took him across the province and
delivered him to another, and he was
taken from one place to another until

he came over to me at Liverpool. At
those times we could do very lititle, al-

most nothing. Brothers Orson Spencer

and .Jacob Houtz were appointed to go

there and see if they could staxtt a mis-

sion. They went, and on every appli-

cation to preach in the confederacy

they were given notice that they had
so many hours to get out; so they had
to leave. Again, Apostle Orson Pratt

and Brother William W. Ri'ter were
sent over to Austria, to see if perhaps

over there some better opportunity

might be found; but they labored with-

out being able to establish a church.

The work did not seem to take hold,

and they came back without accom-
plishing a great deal in the way of es-

tablishing a church in that country.

But latiterly what has been the fact?

Why, when thait war arose between
France and Germany, over Alsace and
Lorraine, it had the effect of loosening

up the bonds. Quietly and gradually

our brethren are now preaching the

Gospel among that people, and Ithe work
of God is progreS'Sirng, though some-
times the brethren are banished. Only
a little wTiile ago President Snow's son

was banished from a province. When
they were banished they did as the

Savior said—being driven from one
place they fled to anather.

Thus the work of the Lord is going
on. These wars have to occur to loosen

up the bonds of the governments that

are so tight and strong against relig-

ious liberty. I set it down as a fixed

principle tha't these wars are going to

be as necessary to the progress of lib-

erty in this dispensation as are the la-

bors of our Elders. We have got to ac-
cept these things. And if our sons have;
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to g-o away in the wars, we must arm
'them with the power of God, with the

power of faith; our prayers must go

after them; and by and by these sons

will rise up to be mig-hty men of Zion;

when that time comes that rnan will

say, "Let us not g'o up 'against Zion, for

the inhabitants thereof are terrible."

They will go to other places, where the

prey is easier to acquire. . So then we
need not be worried. Mothers, do not

be troubled about your sons who are

away in the war. The Lofd's eyes are

over them; the holy anointing is upon

them. Mo.st of them, perhaps all, have

the Priesthood, and they will call upon
the Lord, and He will deliver them,

make them mighty, give them distinc-

tion, and they will come as the sons of

Brother Brigham have come—^to places

of prominence, and by and by 'they may
have to lead the arrnies of Israel. These
things are a part of the business.

"We want no cowards in our band.

Who will our colors fly;

We call for valiant-hearted men,
Who're not afraid to die.

They that are not afraid to die are

the ones that are likeliest to live. The
Lord has said, "'He that loseth his life

for my sake, shall find it," even life

everlasting.

I rejoice in the great work of the

Lord. I know it is true. I found that

out a long time ago. I only wish I could

do more to further it and to help pro-

mote the cause. I strive to live my re-

ligion, and I feel thankful for the de-

gree of confidence and love which you
show to me from time to time, as well

as to all of my brethren. I pray you,

my dear brethren and sisters, be you
strengthened in this Conference by all

the counsels you get. Let every man
who is the head of a family realize that

he wants to labor for the benefit ol

every soul the Lord has given him to

come for'th out of his loins, that he
may be able to have by and by a
righteous seed, a numerous seed in the

earth, and partakers of those blessings

that were sealed upon the fathers an-
ciently, and have since bee'n sealed

upon us, their children. I pray the Lord
to bless you, to bless us all, with health

of body, strength of mind, and a spirit

to prefer. Zion and her interests above
all things. In ancient times, when

Zion's interests were concentrated on
the hill of Jerusalem, David 'said:

"If I forget thee, O Jerusaleim, let my
right hand forget her cunning.

"If I do not remember thee, let my
tongue cleave to the roof of my mouth,
if I prefer not Jerusalem above my
chief joy."

Let us then make it our study to love

Zion above all things, and seek to live

to bring her interests to pass. I pray

the Lord to bless all the interests ot

Zion, and help us to live to honor Him,

to love to do His will as long as He
likes to have us tarry in the flesh, that

when we go it may be well with us, as

we believe it to be well fwith these our

brethren who have gone before us.

Amen.

ELDER HEBER J. GRANT.

Necessity for Faith and Courage—Example of

Nephl—Church officers should be exemplars—

The Church perpetuated—Prophecies fulfilled—

Personal testimonies.

T rejoice exceedingly in havin;? the

privilege once more of assembling with

the Latter-day Saints in General Con-

ference, and I earnestly desire that the

time I may occupy this afternoon may
be for lour mutual benefit; that the

Lord will inspire my mind, that I may
be prompted to say something that will

strengthen our faith and renew our de-

. termination to press forward valiantly

in the discharge of the duties and the

obligations that rest upon us as mem-
bers of the Church of Jesus Christ of

Latter-day Saints. I have never had

any other desire in standing before the

Latter-day Saints than that I might

be able to say something for their good

and for my own good, and that would

be calculated to increase that deter-

mination that 'Ought to animate each

and every Latter-day Saint, to "seek

first the kingdom of God."

I realize that we all have our weak-

nesses, and that we do and say many
things that are not pleasing in the

sight of our Heavenly Father; but if

we desire above all other things upon

this earth to know the mind and will

of God, and if we desire the strength

of character, after we shall learn the


