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ment, the seekjng to secure the aid and
assistance of the boys and the girls in

the dischkrg-e of the duties of that

home, in their talcing part in family

prayer, in their assisting in the saying

of grace at the table, in their being

kindly and gently pled with, in striv-.

ing to awaken in their minds that sa-

cred reverence or love for the Supreme
Being, would bridge most of the

chasms that are found in the way ot

the development of legitimate and

proper faith in the minds of some of

the thoughtless ones.

'I am a believer in the thought that

the sons and daughters of the Latter-

day Saints are not recreant to their

faith, or to the faith of their fathers.

I recognize the fact in my own experi-

ence, as I note the conditions that arise

in many lives, that while there is a

thoughtless period that attends every

boy and every girl, when 'they pass a
certain stage in their history, their

hearts turn to their home and to the

influences of that home, and to the
efforts that were made to impress them
in that home with a sacred regard for

the name of their Heavenly Father, and
for the sacred laws that He has given.

And inasmuch as we fulfill the require-

ments placed upon us to teach our sons
and daugTiters the principles of that
Gospel, that power of God unto salva-
tion; have sought to establish within
them honesty; have sought to fix upon
their minds that justice and mercy
and propriety and wisdom should gov-
ern them as the seeds are sown; as
their minds are guarded; as their

hearts are cultivated; as 'they are up-
lifted in their being by the upright-
ness and consistency and prudence of

the examples of their fathers and moth-
ers, one by one they will find them-
selves taking their place in the ranka
of that religion that God has called to

aid in carrying forth the truths of the

Gospel which He has given to us in our
day.

I desire, my brethren and sisters that
you will consider these matters; that
there shall be adopted in the regula-
tions of every home that ••^nsdOm and
prudence that should characterize the
Bishop of a ward, the Teachers of

blocks, the High Priests, Seventies and
Elders, and all that class of men who

have been made partakers of the heav-

enly gift, that the spirit of truth,

striking our own souls and vibrating

therein, shall make its way among the

children of men; that all who may en-

ter our home circle or our neighbor-

hood circle, shall feel and see that our

hearts are in attune to the principles of

right, mercy, and justice and the prin-

ciples of propriety in everything that

tends to turn and make man and wo-

man more noble an'd true.

In connection with my brethren, I

desire to bear my testimony to the

truth Qif the Gospel, and the sacredness

of that mission given of God in the in-

troduction of this iwork, and to the up-

rig'htness and honesty and determina-

tion that exist on the part of those you

have sustained as guides in connection

with this work, and to the spirit of love

engendered in their breasts for the

work of God and the extension of the

principles of the Gospel on the lines of

justice and right so far as it is possible

for man with his weaknesses to walk

in harmony with the wishes of our

Father in heaven. I bear you my wit-

ness that this is indeed the Gospel of

Christ; that it will be indeed a power

of God unto salvation to every man and

every woman that shall adopt its rules

and walk in the way marked out by

the revealed •sj^ill of our Father in the

day and age in which we live. That

God may bless you all, is my prayer in

the name of Jesus. Amen.

EDDER F. M. LYMAN.
Organization of the Church in harmony with the

will of God—Man is that he might be Baved-

Favorable time? for the Saints—Man's obligations

to his Maker first—Young people should marry—

Time snould be economized for righteousness.

It affords me' much pleasure, my
brethren and sisters, to meet with you

on this important occasion—^tfae day on

Which is to be 'consummated the begin-

ning of 'a new administration in the

Church under President Lorenzo Snow

and his brethren. This great body of

people gathered from all directions give

evidence that the work of the Lord is

still alive in the earth; that this Church

is growing, gaining strength and poweii

spreading .abroad in the earth, 'accora-

plishing the design of our Heavenly
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Father. Our children and those wh.o

are brought into the Church from

abroad add strength to this great work,

and the Lord will fulfill Hi& purposes.

His favor and blessing are over the peo-

ple, and they are being established; the

stakes of Zion are increasing, the wards,

the quorunis, the associations and the

missions are increasing in the earth,

and we are the witnesses that the gifts

and graces of theGospel attend upon the

ministry of the Lord's servants. The

will of the Lord is made known to the

people, and they are not long left in

doubt, or to wonder or surmise; for we

have attained that degree of humility,

union and faith that insures to all Israel

the mind of the Lord in regard to His

purposes. It is manifest in our present

experience how readily all Israel has dis-

covered and learned from the Lord His

mind in regard to the Presidency of the

Church, and the steps that are neces-

sary to be taken in order that the or-

ganization of the Church may be com-

plete and perfect; for as long as the

Church is under the necessity o^f mov-

ing without the chief presiding quorum
—the three High Priests designated by

the Father and sustained by the peo-

ple—the org'anization is not coniplete.;

and in order that the Church may have

all the blessings ,the gifts and graces,

the ingpiration and favor of God, it is

quite desirable th'ait every department
of this Church should be in complete

organization. I saiy that in this move-
ment that we have witnessed, and that

we witness today, is an evidence that

the Church is 'advancing, that the peo-

ple are becoming schooled and better

tried and proven in the doctrines and
discipline of the Church. The Lord has
spoken to His Prophets and' Apostles,

and has announced Hisi will; and today
the world shall see that Israel is a
united people, that they see eye to eye,

and in your hearts, my brethren
aind sisiters, as well as in ours, shall be
the evidence, positive and unquestion-
able, that the mind and will of God
has been spoken from the heavens. Let
every Latter-day Saint in his and her
own heart ask the Father that he or
she may really feel and know, by the
insipiration of the Holy Ghost, that the
organization of this Church Is in har-
mony with the mind and will of the

Father; and those who^ thus seek the

will of God shall know it in their hearts

and souls.

The work is 'advancing; it is growing
apace and spreading quietly in the

earth; the Gospel isi bemg preachod;

the people gathered and established;

the resources and facilities of Zion are

developing on every hand, and we are

becoming 'a very remarkable people.

The Lord will magnify and sustain

Hie people; He will correct them, re-

prove them, restrain them, and inspire

them. He will inspire every man who
bears responsibility in this Church.
Every man presiding in missions abroad
every man laboring abroad 'and lift-

ing his voice to the world, calling upon
all men to repent and- turn unto the

Lord, will be sustained by the power of

God; and those •wlio preside at home,
in the orgamizations of Priesthood, in

the stakes, in the wards, in the associ-

ations and organizations of our bretn-

ren and sisters, will all be blessed and
sustained. We will learn valuable les-

sons at times, no doubt, by the things

we suffer, 'and sometimes possibly by
the mistakes we make. But the Lord
knows our hearts, our conduct, and our

thoughts, and He will purge us *(.nd

prove us, and will save us to the utte-r-

most, if We will but be saved. It is the

design of the Father that 'all His chil-

dren sho'uld be saved. Men were not

created to be damned; but they were
created to be saved. Men have come
tO' the earth and obtairted the'ir bodies

that they might be saved, that they
may be enlarged and developed, and
that they may walk in the footsteps of

our Elder Brother, Jesus, to salvation.

In Him we should discover the very ex-

ample of purity, of humility and of

obedience to God that should be fol-

lowed by each of us. It will be neces-

sary, if we would be the heirs of God
aaid joint heirs wi'th the Son, chlat as He
had but the will of God, so must we
also have the will of God. Our wills

must be subject to the will of the

Father; that What the Father wills in

regard to us, w'e should will—it s'hould

be our will; for He only wUls good to

us, life, prosperity, peace and salvation,

in time and in eternity. We can well

afford to exchange o<ur wills for the will

of God—or, rather, that our wills should
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be as the will of God; that we should
adopt the will of God as our will. "Not
my will, Father, but thine be don<?."

For the will of God is sup<;rior xo our
will. He knows what will be good for

us; He knows what is g-ood for us. He
knows what 'will preserve us and will

save us from the power of Sata.n, fro-m

the grasp of that personage who would
drag us down into the same condition

that he is in. The Lord knows exactly
what is best for us; and what our Eldei-

Brother has accomplished and attained
to—we also are the sons of God, the

junior brethren and the sis'ters of our
Lord Jesus Christ, and He aes'Igns that
we should come up as He came up, and
accomplish what He has accomplished,
and be worthy of the favor .and blessing

0(f our Heavenly Father in time and in

eternity, and this can only be obtained
by serving the Lord, as He serves our
Heavenly Father.

Then, my brethren and sisters, it is

very important that we should learn to

live unitedly, to be humble, to be faith-

ful in the disicharge of the duties that
devolve upon us, and to fulfill the re-

quirements of our Heavenly Father.
Now we are entering upon times and
conditions that are to be favorable to

the Church, and favorable to everybody
else. Good times are coming upon the

people—prosperous times. As we ha.ve

been so abundantly blessed this year,

so may we be blessed the coming year,

and ISO on for the future. And when
the blessings of the Lord are so abund-
antly be'stowed upon us, we ought to

make good use of them. We ought to

listen to the counsel of wisdom, and to

profit by our past experience, to refrain
from contracting o^bligations that we
are unable to meet. The Latrer-day
Saints should begin norw, if they have
not already, to meet all tlieir obliga-
tions. I believe with the favorable con-
ditions that are opening up to us and
to the people of the world, that we
ought to learn to meet our oblig-ations;

free ourselves from mortgages entirely.

The Lord will open the way if we will

make good use of the blessings that He
has bestowed upon us, that we may
meet all our obligations.. But remem-
ber the Lord first! I am frequently ap-
proached by brethren to know what
they shall do. "If I pay my tithing, I

have other obligations and embarrass-
ments that weigh me down. Shall 1,

under these circumstances, pay my ob-

ligations to the Lord?" I say. Yes.

First of all a man should meet his ob-

ligations to his Maker -^Hb who has
furnished us the earth upon which we
live, .and all the wealth thereof. We
ought to remember our obligations to

Him; for we are in this work for eternal

salvation and exaltation, eternal life,

and to become the heirs of God, through
our faithfulness, that whatever of

wealth the Lord possesses we shall Ije

His heirs, and joint heirs with the Son,

Who has received from the Father all

things and all power in heaven and on
earth. If we would be sharers in this,

we must remember first our obligations

to the Lord; for they are older than the

obligations to any man. Pay the obli-

gations in the order of their seniority

—as they are due. First meet all our

obligations to the Lord properly, and
then tell the Father that we want to

be conscientious and honest with every-

body else—with our brothers and our

sisters as we are with Him, Now is the

time that we manifest our faith in Lhe

Lord, and prove Him; and I want to

bear record that no man has ever failed

tO' find the promi'ses of the Lord relia-

ble. No man has ever paid his tithing

properly but what has been abundantly
blessed. I want to say, too, that no

man has ever paid his just obligation*

to his brother but what he has been

abundantly blessed. There i's a compen-
sation that always comes in answer lo

the performance of every right and
proper duty between man and his

Maker, between man and his brother;

for I say that a man will not be honest

with his Maker if he be not honest with

his brother. Be honest with the Lord

and then honest with the brethren.

Be honest with the world, and con-

scientious with them in all our

obligations and covenants; for they are

our brethren—unbaptized, so far as that

is concerned, but they are our brethren,

the sons and the daughters of God, and
o.ur conduct, our dealings, contracts and
business obligations with them should
be mo'st conscientious, honest and up-

right. If so, then they will see that we
are conscientious and honest in our

dealings with our father in heaven. They
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will have 'confldenice in us, and will be-

lieve our professions. Then, I say,

brethren and sisters, remember the

Lord in these time's. Let us go forward
and discharge the duties that devalve
upon us. It is a splendid time now to

pay our debts.

It is a splendid time now, also, for

the young people to enter into marriage.
Young men and young women who are
twenty years of age ana upwards
should see to it. Parents 'should advise
and counsel 'with them, that they should
enter into marriage. The Latter-day
Saints are a people that believe in the
principle of marriage. They believe it

is one of the most sacred eommaiid-
ments and requirementsi of the Lord
that men and women should marry, and
should multiply 'and replenish the earth,

and fill it with the son's and daughters
of God, training and leading them in

the ways of rigTiteousness by their ex-
ample and by their instructions. Let me
exhort you, my brethren and sisters.

Bishops, Presidents, leading men,moth-
ers in Israel see to it that your sons
and daughters and thos>e under your
care are thoroughly taught in regard
to this principle. We are not a peo'pie

with one idea only; not alone the Word
nf Wisdom, not alone the law of tithias;
but the law of marriage, the law of hon-
esty, of virtue, of charity and of up-
I'ightne'ss among the people and be-
tween each other. We believe in all

these doctrines, 'and we believe that if

a man would be saved and exalted in the
celestial kingdom 'of God he must do all

that it is possible fo'r man to do. All
the requirements of the Lord must be
accompilished if we would attain to all

that is to be obtained in the celestial
kingdom of our Father. And every
Latter-day Saint h,as started out for
that—the obtaining of eternal life, and
the greatest degree of glory that can
be obtained in the celestial kingdom.
Then to obtain this I say that the full
and perfect law of the Father must be
observed. We are to be rewarded fot-

our works. We must earn what we ob-
tain. We have our sins upon us and we
cannot atone for them ourselves; they
have been atoned for by the Son of
God. But we must repent of them,
which we can do. Every man can re-
pent who will; for the spirit af repent-

ance, a gift of God, waits upon the chil-
dren of men, as does the light of day.
as does air, heat and cold, and all these
conditions that attend closely upon the
movements of mankind. So does th^
spirit of faith, of humility, of
righteousness and virtue always at-
tend upon the people. These
two spirits are anxious that
we should entertain them. Why will we
not? It is according to the will of man
that he turns against the truth and
closes his heart against it. The truth
may be here abundantly on every hand,
and we can close our hearts agamst it.

Let us not do this, my brethren and
sisters. It is only a little season that
we live here. This probation of ours is

very brief. I discover this when I nnd
that in a little time I shall be an old
man, ready to pass away; and my
brethren the same. Now I have passed
half a hundred, and when men get to
that age they become old men, and xf tet-

that their race to the end is vei-y rapid;
they get old in a very short time; years
and periods become brief. Now we
want to be pr&pared, and remember
th'at it is only a little span. Ninety
years, such as President Woodruff ived;
will be looked upon, w'hen he passes be-
yond and looks back over his career of
the past in mortality, as just a brief,
brief span. It would seem as though
we could almost hold our breath that
long, to get over without doing anything
that is wrong. Let us shun evil. Let
us seek to know the mind and will of
the Lord, obtain the Holy Ghost and en-
joy it all the day long, and tihe Lord will
lead us gently home. Oh! whaJt joy and
happine'ss there is when we are serving
God with full purpose of heart all the
time, when sin ceases to afflict us, wlien
temptations and trials are kept far
from us. The path is straigOit, it is nar-
row, but it is easy and most pleasant.
Let us try and walk it, and be faithful
in the discharge of every duty.

I want to testify to you in regard to
thisi work. It is the work of our Father
who dwells in heaven. It is the work
established by Him, and not by man.
When I hear the brethren say, as was
testified to here by Brother John Henry
Smith, that the Gospel of the Loi'd
Jesus Christ is tlie power of God unto
salvation, I say to myself, wliy tne
Christian world acknowledge 'that. But
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the question in the Christian world Is^

wihere is the Gospel of the Lord Jesus

Christ that is the power of God unto

sialvation?' I would testify to adl this

Ireat assembly here—brothers, sisters,

friends, strangers—that the Gospel of

the Lord Jesus Christ which is the

power of God unto salvatibn was re-

s:tored In its ancient power and purity

thrO'Ugh the Propbet Joseph Smith. AYe

possess it today. We have the Priest-

hood of God, which Is iHls authority and
power. It is in the . eartli, and with all

our imperfections, weaknesses and fol-

lies, yet hath the Lord maintained us,

and He will do if we are fairly faithful.

Tlhe more faithful we are the more will

we w^itness the power of God and the

more readily will everything be accom-

plished that comes along which needs

the attention, of the Lord and of His

servants; the more readily and perfect-

ly will every gap be filled, and you will

find the Church of God will move so

regularly and smoothly along that there

will never be a ripple. We may have a

rough read to travel over, as we have

had in the past; we may have difRcul-

ties 'and trials, and the world may be

measurably arrayed against us, and try

to destroy us or do us harm, feeling all

the time, no doubt, in their hearts that

they are doing the greatest possible

good and are anxious for our salvation;

but I want to say to yo'u that our

Father who dwells in heaven—that

Father whom Jesus taught His disciples

to pray to, "Our Father, which art in

heaven"—that same great Parent over-

looks these affairs, and is guiding and
controlling the destinies of this people,

as He is the destinies oif all other peo-

ple; and with this people abides today

that Gospel which is the power of God
unto salvation, and it will endure and
accomplish what the Lord has designed

^ it shall accompli'^—the salvajtion of the

children of men, in the name of Jesus

Christ. Amen.

ELDER BRIGHAM YOUNG.
Instructions should embrace temporal as well as

spiritual subjects— Some duties of officers of

the Church and of parents—Avoid evil speaking

and contention—Periodicity of times of plenty

and scarcity. Husband the products of the

earth.

I would like your attention, my breth-

ren and sistfers, for the few moments

that I may stand before you, for I be-

lieve it is difficult to make all of this

vast congregation hear the words of the

speaker. Some very good things have

been said in testimony and otherwise

which have been lost to a portion of the

congregation; but I believe if we were

quiet throughout this building that it

would not be very difficult to hear an

ordinary voice in every part of it.

I have rejoiced exceedingly during the

meetings that have been held here and

have listened witli attention to the re-

marks of my brethi-en. Great things

have been said; great ideas have been

advanced; great prlndiples have been

dwelt upon, for our brethren have

spoken of those things that pertain to

eternal life. I have felt to say in my
heart: if we have not the Gospel, the

Lord liave mercy upon us, for our fel-

low-men will not have mercy, the world

will not have mercy upon this people;

but if, as we testify, we have the Gos-

pel of the Son of God, who can prevail

against us? Not the world, nor the ad-

versary of our souls, if we live In har-

mony with the revelations of God that

He has given unto us. I know that we

have the Gospel of the iSon of God. I

do not know that I will be saved in His

celestial kingdom, but I know that He

has revealed to me all that is necessary,

in the past and tlie presiant, and will

reveal unto me, personally, and by the

instructions of my brethren, all thaJt is

necessary to guide me in the future,

that I may return back into His pres-

ence. I know this to be so; that it is

the truth; and my desire for you is like

the desire I have for myself, to agaJin

meet with you in the presence of our

oo'mmon Father in. His celestial king-

dom.
If people expect that we, who are here

in these stands, are to confine ourselves

tO' the spiritual necessities of the king-

dom of God, they are somewhat mis-

taken. We have to deal with that

which is before us, the every day life

which we live in the localities where our

homes and interests are situated. We

can come here and feel well for a short

time, but if we lay aside the spirit we

obtain at these conferences, and which

we will find in our meetings at home

if we attend them—if we lay that spirit

aside, the course of life will seem too


