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There is a good people in that Stakes

—

a people, I believe, 'who are trying to

serve the Lord. They have susitained

me and I have felt blessed and pros-

pered in my labors there. This later

call that has come has proven to be a

very great surprise. I had no^ knowl-

edge of it; I had no notice of it wha.t-

ever. only as it has com.e to me today

in this meeting. My patriarchal bless-

ing, thait was given a number of years

ago., indicated that I would be called

to a high appointment in the Church in

the due time o'f the Lord, and I pre-

sume that this is the appointment now.

I feel very weak; I feel very humble.

I know that unless I can. enjoy the

spirit of the apostleship and the faith

and prayers and the support of my
brethren and sisters of this Church I

cannot stand, I cannot succeed in this

labor; and therefore I earnestly pray

that God will be with me, and. that I

may have your faith and prayers, and I

ask it in the name of Jesus Christ,

Amen.

PRESIDENT LORENZO SNOW.

A serloua ordeal—A godlike resolve—The Saints

increasing In strength—Will have greater power

in the future—glory and dominion In eternity.

My brethren and sisters, this to me is,

as it undoubtedly is to you, a solemn

scene. It is wonderful what the Elders

of Israel have succeeded in securing;

it is perfectly marvelous the uriion of

feeling and of action, found nowhere

else in the world, among sucTi a great

number of people as are here this af-

ternoon. I never felt more humble

than I do on this occasion. It is, as

was said by President Cannon, a seri-

ous ordeal through which we have to

pass from time to time—to be pre-

sented here before the people, and all

of our past acts and doings viewed by
them, and we depend upon their sanc-

tion and approval or rejection. This

belongs to them. The Holy Spirit of

light, that brings intelligence to us

and an understanding of sacred things,

belongs to every member of the

Church. They have a right to pass

their opinion upon those that are pre-

siding over them. The works and
the labors that the officers perform in

the presence of this people may be

known and understood by every mem-
ber of the Church—in a general way,

at least. There may be some things

that the First Prsidency do; that the

Apostles do, that cannot for the mo-
ment be explained; yet the spirit, the

motives that inspire the action can be

understood, because each member of

the Church has a right to have that

measure of the Spirit of God that they

can judge as to those who are acting

in their interests or otherwise.

Now, brethren, this much I say, and
I say it in the name of the Lord: I

will endeavor to be devoted to your

interests and the interests of the king-

dom of God. I will serve you to the

best of my knowledge and understand-

ing, in reference to that which will

promote your interests in connection

with the interests of the Almighty. I

will do this, the Lord being my helper.

It is an easy thing for us to rise here

and raise our right hands in token of

our approval of what is presented be-

fore us. I can do that without any
trouble, and so can you. But there

is something involved in this rising

here and raising our right hands in ap-

proval of the propositions presented;

there is a meaning to it; something
that ought to be well considered, and

that is, acting in the future in accord-

ance with this manifestation of our

approval. Now, I know—and I know
it well; no-body can know it better-

that if this mighty Priesthood and

these Latter-day Saints that are before

me will act up to that which they

have approved by raising their right

hands and in accordance with the mo-
tives that undoubtedly inspired them,

the progress of this Church w^ill be

more rapid than it has been in the

past. The Latter-day Saints are be-

coming stronger. They are much
stronger at this Conference than they

were at the last, as a general thing.

There are some, no doubt, that are

weaker, that have not the strength

and the faith they had six months ago;

but the people, speaking generally,

are much stronger and, if called upon,

could endure more and make higher

sacrifices than they could have done
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six months ag'o. There is a satisfac-

tion in this consideration.

In this solemn assembly, let us decree

in our hearts, let us inwardly testify

to the Dord, that we will be a better

people, a more united people at our

next Conference than we are today.

This should be the feeling- and deter-

minatibn of every man and woman
present in this solemn assembly. T

feel in my heart that I will try to be

more devoted than I have been in the

past to the interests of the kingdom
of God and the carrying out of His

purposes. We are bound to rise and

to advance in power and in Influence

in the midst of the world. There may,
as has been suggested by one of the

speakers, be opposition to meet of a

nature that we have never met before;

such things have come in the past, and
will come in the future; but I will as-

sure you that if we will do our duty

with a determination that we will be

prepared for everything; we will g'o

through successfully any future diffi-

culties that may arise no matter how
serious they may be. We have done

wonders; we have passed through dif-

ficulties and made sacrifices that are

marvelous, when we consider their na-

ture. And we have done, and will do

in the future, that which we never
could have done unless we had edu-

cated ourselves by the spirit and power
of God. We are a mighty people, and
growing mightier as trials and diffi-

culties arise. I can imagine that at

some future period, in the other life,

we will pass through an ordeal that

will be as close and as serious to us as

we have passed through today; for

our past course and conduct will be
fully understoiod. What a pleasure

and consolation we have in thinking'

of the past, the sacrifices we have
made, the purity of our motives, and
the feelings that have exercised us in

the past in having done right and
passed through ordeals that were of

an unpleasant nature. Coming before
this mighty people here, what a pleas-

ure there is in thinking- that we have
done heretofore about as well as we
knew how, having kept our consciences

tolerably clear. You who are seated

here will have opportunities of stand-
ing i'n the presence of multitudes, and I

can easily imagine, yonder in the next
life, after we have passed along per-
haps a thousand years or more, that
many of you who are here today will

have an audience before you of your
o-win posterity. I am as sure of it as I am
that I am talking to you; I know it

just as well as I know anything. Now
we are starting in. Most of us, no
doubt ,have sons and daughters who
will continue faithful to your counsels,

and in the other life they w^ill be with
you and increase with j^ou. It was
said to Abraham on one occasion that

his posterity should be as numerous as

the sands upon the sea shoi'e and as the

stars in the firmament. His offspring:

are being increased generation after

generation.

It is well for us, once in a while to

look away ahead and see what will be

the result of all the sacrifices and labors

that we endure and perform in this

life. This existence is but a moment;
but the other life is continuous from

eternity to eternity. This is Sunday,

and we are not pleased to talk very

much on Sunday, or any other day, on

matters of politics; but I sometimes

think that our friends here make them-

selves a great deal of trouble and there

are rto fruits to their labors and ex-

ertions. No matter what condition we

are in, we ought to have that under-

standing that we can do all our labors

whatever they may be, as the Lord

pleases that we should do them. We
should perform them right and be faith-

ful in every calling and position that

we occupy. Whatever may be the dif-

ficulties or the temptations that a per-

son may labor under, he should so

govern and control himself that in

every condition he may act wisely and

in a way that will increase his in-

telligence, power and faith. It is a

grand position that we occupy. Our

future is glorious. We could not de-

sire more for our happiness than

has been prepared for us. Those who
endure unto the end shall sit upon

thrones, as Jesus hath overcome and

sat down upon Hi.'? Father's throne.

All things shall be g-iven unto such
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men and women, so we are told in the
revelations we have received. In view
of these ppospcts, what should we not
be willing- to sacrifice when duty re-

quires? It is a great thing, we say,
for a man to be an Apostle; yet there

are things you can look forward to

which are greater than this. A man
has no reason to envy his friend be-
cause he happens to get a little higher
than himself. The glory that is before,

us is open to evei-y man and every wo-
man, through this Gospel, which is the
power of God unto salvation, glory and
exaltation, in the fulness thereof. We
have learned some things that are
more valuable to us than a gold mine
of the highest richness could possibly
be. We are the offspring of God, He
is our Father, and we have a mother
in the other life as well. These wo-
men that are sealed to us for time and
eternity will, with our children be ours
in the other life, going on in honor and
gl'ory. The Lord has revealed this to
us, and we know it is so. Is it not
something grand to know these things?
So I say, we should be a holy people,
a sanctified people, a people that God
loves, and worthy of being directed
in the highest path of glory and exal-
tation.'

It ]-as been a grand assembly this
afternoon. We do not gee it every
day in our lives. How soon such a
gathering as this, for such a purpose
will be again, God only knows, unless
He has revealed it to siomeone, and I
doubt whether He has.

Now, brethren and sisters, God bless

you. I say it from my heart, and I

feel it—God bless you. I feel that it

belongs to me, and my brethren here,
to be longsuffering, kind, always ready
to forgive, and to cherish the highest
love for every man and woman who is

trying to do the will of God. Do not
be discouraged, brethren. If you can-
not become perfect at once; if you see
that you have weaknesses which have
brought you into some trouble, do not
be discouraged; but repent of that
which you have done wrong, by which
you have lost more or less of the Spirit
of God, tell the Lord what you have
done, and resolve in your hearts that
you will do it no more. Then the
Spirit of the Lord will be upon you. I

say again, my brethren and sisters,

God bless you, to the full extent of that
wiord, and fill you with His Holy Spirit;

and may we all so live that, when we
go forth from this life into the next,

we may have such glorious scenes as
we have here this afternoon. Amen.
Mrs. Emily E. Woodward of Boston,

with much sweetness, sang a solo,

Come Unto Hdm All Ye That Labor.

The choir and congreg-ation sang:

We thank Thee, O God, for a Prop'het.

Benediction by Presiden't Josepih F.

S'miibh.

Conference aidjourned for -six months.

The stenographic work in taking an
account of the proceedings was done by
Arthur Winter and E. H. Hol't.

JOHN NICHOLSON,
Clerk of Conference.


