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shape. We could retain a great deal

of means here by manufacturing our

own leather. Bark is not easy to be

secured here, but perhaps other means
of obtaining tannic acid can be had
and a success made of this branch of

industry. All of our wool that goes

out and is brought back as cloth would

have been a great saving if we could

have manufactured it here, and then

sent it out as manufactured goods.

Brethren and sisters, there are so

many things that our leading brethren

in the different settlements should

study and think of and advise the peo-

ple to do that we may be a prosperous

people. We cannot afford to keep up

the style we do and do it on raising

wheat and selling that at forty cents

a bushel. Some change must be had

in this. I noticed when I was back on

my mission in visiting my native land,

Denmark, that a great change has come

over that country. The^' formerly ex-

ported their rye and other grain, and

while they did so they were a poor

people. Of late years they import grain,

feed it to their stock and export their

butter, their eggs, and their meat to

England. They have been able to ob-

tain a higher price for their articles of

export. The farms there are prosper-

ing, or rather, they would have pros-

pered, if they had kept to their old

methods, frugality and simple man-
ners; but they are trying to educate

their boys and giving them city appe-

tites; they can not live on their coun-

try incomes, and they are goins?- into

debt, giving mortgages on their farms,

while they are getting several times

as much means as they were wont to

do. I bring this up for our considera-

tion. I believe if we could use up our

grain at home and export that which
does not weigh so much, we would not

have to pay so much freight, would
have more means and make ourselves

more independent.

I have fot on the subject of home
manufacture. I believe it is a thing
we ought to study, brethren and sisters,

for our well being r and we should look

after the poor and give them employ-
ment.

May God bless you all and bless our
leaders, is my prayer in the name of

Jesus. Amen.

ELDER MARRINER W. MERRILL.

Expansiveness of the Latter-day Saints—Material
Interests of the people—Debt should be avoided
—A porfitable course for young people—Value
of the counsels of the Priesthood.

At these conferences there are so
many subjects discussed that they can
not fail to be edifying to all of the peo-
ple. If only one subject were intro-
duced and all of the speakers dwelt
upon it, perhaps it would not be so in-

teresting. I am glad to be associated
with my brethren and sisters in this

general conference. I have had a good
many reflections in listening to the re-

marks we have already heard. They
have brought many things to my mind
of a former date and of former times
here in this country. While it is the
privilege of all Latter-day Saints to

have evidence for themselves of the
truth of the Gospel and of the divine
mission of the Prophet Joseph, we are
not only instructed and reminded on
these subjects, but are reminded of af-

fairs that pertain to us of a temporal
character. The Latter-day Saints are
growing and spreading abroad.

I met a gentleman on the train the
other day from San Francisco. He was
born and raised there; and he hadn't
heard anything about our people; and
he seemed very anxious to know some-
thing about the doctrines of oiir

Church. I said to him: 'We have a
mission established in California; we
have Elders laboring in the city where
you hail from; you can hear our Elders
any Sunday if you will inquire after
them; and you can become acquainted
with the doctrines of our Church.' He
remarked that he supposed nearly all

of the Latter-day Saints lived in Salt
Lake City, and that during the last

forty years there had not been much
growth among them; that there had
not been much expansion. I remarked
to him that I was surprised that a man
of his intelligence was not better ac-
quainted with this people.

Forty years ago I suppose the ma-
jority of the Latter-day Saints were
located in this valley—Salt Lake Val-
ley, but today they are spread abroad
and I advise the gentleman to get our
Church works and read them; and it

was a good opportunity to bear my
testimony to him of the Gospel. I be-
lieve there are many hundreds of thou-
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sands of good honest people in the

world that have but a very limit-

ed knowledge and perhaps no

knowledge at all of the ex-

istence of the Church of Jesus

Christ of Latter-day Saints. We would
naturally suppose that everybody had
heard of us from what has been said

and published concerning us; but there

are a. great many people that have not

time to read those things. It is on a

par with our conferences. A great many
of our people right here in the city do

not have time to come to conference;

they are too busy, and they don't know
anything of what is being done. Thus
it is with the world; a great many ot

them don't know that such a people ex-

ist as the Latter-day Saints in these

mountains; and they have no idea of

our expansion, our growth, and our de-

velopment in this country.

1 said a few moments ago that the

Latter-day Saints may satisfy them-
selves with regard to the divine mis
sion of the Prophet Joseph; and what
does it require to become satisfied? It

requires time and attention and a

prayerful and thoughtful consideration

of the doctrines of the Church, and of

the scriptures; that which is written

in the Bible, in the Book of Mormon,
and the Church publications. Entreat
the Lord In regard to it and no man
will be turned away. It is said:

"Knock and it shall be opened unto
you; ask and ye shall receive." Do this

that as members of the Church you
may be able to give a reason for the
hope that you have and have a testi-

mony of this work . There are a great

many conditions existing among the

Lattei-day Saints on which we may
improve. Apostle Lund referred to

home manufacture. But little has been
said at out it of late years. There was
a time when there was quite an excite-

ment raised throughout the country
about home production. I presume
those things are going forward gradu-
ally, as we can find a great many
things of home production throughout
the couniry. It is a good thing and we
should encourage it, sustain it, think

about it, study about it, not only here

but in all of the organizations of the

Church. It is a grand thing to be self-

rupporting An individual, a family,

or a community that is self-supporting

is the best off. They are easiest in their

circumstances.

I believe we have made many mis-

takes in the past as a people

and as individuals; and there is no

doubt but that we will continue to

make mistakes from time to time, be-

cause our judgments are not perfect,

and we follow the solicitations of our

families and of our friends, and indulge

in things that we should not indulge in.

It is my opinion that we are being led

to habits of extravagance and the result

will be serious. It militates against us,

and it militates against our improve-
ment and advancement. I was think-

ing while Brother Lund was talking

about the poor being employed, that if

every man and woman in the Church
(because there are sisters that manage
things for themselves), that are able

would employ some one or two or more
as their circumstances would warrant
there would be nobody looking for

work; everybody would be employed.
There are people that have natural en-

dowments enough from the Ixn-d to

direct the labors of others to their own
profit and to the profit of those whom
they employ. This is a matter for con-
sideration by those who have means, to

employ some of our poor. In some of

the counties they begin to feel like

throwing the poor on the county to sup-
port. They say: 'We pay our taxes to

the county and the State and the poor
should receive consideration from our
officials in the county capacity or in

the State capacity as the case may be.

I do not think this is the proper thing.

I do not think there should be anybody
foisted upon the county for support. If

we turn the poor off, peradventure the
Lord will turn us off, for He said: 'The
poor ye have always, but me ye have
not always.' I do not believe we can
afford to turn the poor off on the coun-
ty for support. I believe if the Latter-
day Saints would turn their ear to the
Lord and listen to the counsel of His
servants that there would be means
provided in all the settlements of the
Saints to provide for the poor. They
should not be turned on the Church
either for support, but they should be
provided for as the Lord has directed.

It is my firm conviction, coupled with
my experience, that if the poor were
properly looked after in every ward and
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the people were particular to under-

stand the necessities of the poor, every

ward (there may be some exceptions)

could support its poor without turn-

ing them on the county or Church for

support. There are places in the

Church where comparatively there are

no poor. Well, the responsibility rests

upon the people to contribute of their

offering's for the benefit of the poor

just as much as if they had plenty of

poor to consume all they gave in. The
counties have plenty of use for their

means. We have lived here a good

many years and in some places it is

difficult to travel because of the condi-

tions of the roads and highways. The
counties have plenty of places to put

their means for the benefit of the great

public. They can make our highways
such as they are in the oldei coun-

tries.

I heard day before yesterday from
an eminent financier, a remark that

struck me with considerable force. He
was telling me how to get out of debt.

It may be that you would like to know,
for I imagines good many of our people

here are in debt. This brother of long

experience, who had passed through

the mill, told me how to get out of

debt and how the people could get out

of debt. I listened with a good deal

of attention, because I thought it was
worth something, and something that

all of us ought to know, for a great

many of us don't know and have it

yet to learn. It was simply this: "Stop

immediately from going into debt.

Don't go into debt another dollar until

you get out and are free." That is a

simple way, and it might prove to be

an easy way, too, if we would do it.

Stop going into debt; don't buy any-

thing you can't pay for from this time

henceforth until it can be said, "Israel

Is free; there is a free people, un-

trammeled, not in bondage up there in

the mountains; they are lenders, not

borrowers; they will lend you money
if you will give them good security."

This is the situation the Lord will

bring us to bye and bye, when He
educates us a little further and takes

us through the school of experience.

We will come to this because the Lord

has designed it. It is said that the peo-

ple of the Lord will be a rich people.

I believe this. I have heard promises

from our eminent brethren of experi-
ence to the effect that the Lord would
help us this one time if we would
help ourselves in the future and cease
our habits of extravagance. Every-
where, in all of our homes, we should
cease these habits of extravagance;
learn to economize; learn to save; learn
to be prudent, wise, and judicious in
the administration of our affairs.

And young people that are of a mar-
riageable age should get married. I

don't mean to become engaged and then
wait two or three years, or one year—to
become engaged and think they are
just about as good as married. I advise
that they get married when they are of
a proper age, and when they are mar-
ried to cease as soon as possible to
work for wages. Go out and do some-
thing for yourselves. Go somewhere;
there are many opportunities in the
West and in the South. We receive let-

ters from people all over the country
telling of opportunities for young peo-
ple to commence in life, settle down,and
become independent; where they can
make themselves homes and rear their
children in the fear and admonition of
the Lord. This idea of people always
working for a salary with nothing else
to depend upon, I don't believe is a good
thing for young people. I believe they
ought to become independent, and not
depend always upon some one else for
a livelihood. It is true it is very pleas-
ant to be in the city; it is very pleasant
to have the society there is in the city,

and to have the amusement and the
natural advantages that accrue to the
people; but the question is, can you af-

ford it as young people? I know there
is an idea growing up in the midst of

the young people that they can not get
married until they have as much as
their father or their mother; they must
have a nice home, well furnished before
they can take a life partner. I believe

this is wrong. I believe young people of

a proper age ought to get married and
they ought to depend upon themselves;

and a young man should marry a young
woman that is willing to put forth her

efforts to help. Get a helpmeet; one
that will help to make your advances in

life; help to make you a home; help to

sustain the family; and will do some-
thing for the good of the community.
This would be my advice and my coun-
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sel to our young people. Cease enter-

taining- this idea that you cannot get

married until you have a home furnish-

ed and everything pertaining to it; nice

surroundings, nice lawn and all such.

Make the lawn yourself, and make your

home just as beautiful as you desire.

It is a good thing to have these sur-

roundings; it is proper; but when it

oomes to putting off the important

things in life,the important matters, for

a few years, until circum-

stances are such that they can

marry, I don't believe it

is a good thing. That is the way of the

world. They have grown up with that

idea in our large cities. Young- peo-

ple become enamored of city life. It

is a good thing to have cities, but it is

a good thing for young people to re-

flect and think over these things; and
when they earn a dollar they should

know how it comes. People who earn

their money know just exactly how it

comes, and they know better how to

save it. These things should have the

consideration of the young people.

They should also be considered by
the parents, because parents sometimes
feel: "O, I don't want my son to go
away off out there, and I don't want my
daughter to go away from me and go

out in the country somewhere;" and
young people get discouragement many
times from their parents. These things

I know to be a fact, and I do not be-

lieve they have good results.

Our people are a growing and pros-

perous people, and we should observe
the counsels of the servants of God in

regard to these things. This is a mat-
ter that is becoming more or less in

disuse among the Latter-day Saints

—

to listen to the whisperings of the Lord
through His servants. I repeat, it is

becoming more or less in disuse among
the people! and the older ones are
educating the young people that it is

not so very important to listen to the
counsels of the servants of God. But I

want to say unto you that according to

my education and experience in the

Church there is no other way whereby
we may be saved; there is no other way
whereby we may be exalted; there is

no other way whereby we may obtain
eternal life. We must yield to the

Whisperings of the Holy Spirit; Ave

must yield to the counsels of the Priest-

hood, no matter what the world may
think in regard to these things. It is a
principle that God has established in
the earth; God has established it and
we can not change it. Those that will

listen, and turn their ears to the Lord
will be on the right side bye and bye;
when the sheep are separated from the
goats, those who have listened to the
whisperings of the Lord through His
servants will be found on the right side;

and they will be remembered and they
will have said to them: "Come ye
blessed of my Father, etc." Accord-
ing to my education and experience
in the Church, and according to

the teachings I have had and the
suggestions through the inspiration of
the Holy Ghost, there is no man, I don't
care what his standing is; he may be
a president of a stake, or an apostle,
no matter, he can not safely gainsay
the counsel of the Priesthood. If he does
he will have it to meet some day just
as sure as the sun rises and sets. I

know this as well as I know that 1

look upon this congregation. We must
observe the will of the Lord; we must
observe the counsels of the Priesthood,
no matter what the world may think
in regard to these things; and we can
do this in all humility and maintain
our right and manhood, and maintain
our fellowship with each other and with
the Lord: but when we turn away from
these things we are like the sow that
was washed and returned to her wal-
lowing in the mire. The Lord has es-

tablished His work; He is about to es-

tablish His kingdom; He has revealed
the everlasting Gospel; and He has
revealed the principle by which
you and I may go back into

His presence; but when we
turn a deaf ear to these things,

through some motive or other that may
arise in our minds, we will have to

atone for it sooner or later. Write it

down in your journals if you please, be-

cause these are eternal principles of

truth revealed to the Latter-day Saints!

We are in advance of the world in re-

gard to these things. The Lord has been
merciful to us. He has given us line

upon line, precept upon precept; here

a little and there a little; not given it

to us all at one time. We did not have
everything revealed in the days of the

Prophet Joseph; but we do not live up
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to what was revealed in his day. There
are a great many things revealed to His
servants iiom time to time that imme-
diately concern the people. Many o!
the revelations in the Book of
Covenants concerning the people at
the time they were given, and
there are revelations given that con-
cern the people today. The Bible is an
excellent record, a good book to study,
a good book to become acquainted with.
The Book of Mormon is an excellent re-

cord, and precious truths are contained
in it as well as the Bible, and the Book
of Covenants is an excellent book given
from the Lord, but the whole of them
together are not all that we need, be-

cause as circumstances and conditions
change with the people, the Lord has
His mouthpiece to say what shall bt>

done nr.d how it shall be done and on
what occasions it shall be done. That is>

not written perhaps at all.You may hunt
through, and through these books, and
you would not find what you want to

know. What shall we do? Turn our
ear to the Lord and to the counsels

of His Prophet and of His servants,

and then we will be in harmony with
the Bible, the Book of Mormon and the

Book of Doctrine and Covenants, and
in harmony with the Lord; but when
we depart from this and go astray, we
are liable to be led into the dark, and
when those who have been in the light

get in the dark, u, "how great is that

darkness!" These are matters for our
consideration. In our secret places we
should sit in judgment upon ourselves

and ask ourselves such questions: How
has been my course today; has it been
approved of the Lord? We may know
by the whisperings of the Holy Spirit

whether or not our course has been ap-

proved by the Lord; and if we feel con-

demned, then we may know that there

is something wrong with us. We want
to be wise and prudent; want to be

kind and good to one another; and learn

to love one another; to love the Gospel

and the work of God above everything

else in the world. We get into a cer-

tain groove and think we must hang
to that groove,and we can not be pulled

out of it. It is not a good thing for

any of us to get into grooves. Here

are the living oracles of the Church

that God has placed here to regulate

all of the affairs of the people, not only

in spiritual things but temporal things
as well—in building up the various cit-
ies, in opening and developing the
country. Who knows better than the
Lord? And may not His servants have
the whisperings of His Holy Spirit to
direct them? Certainly; that is what
the Lord has placed them in the Church
for; and that is why we vote to sustain
them in their position. We sustain
the President as President of the
Church in all the world. But how do
we sustain him? Do we consider our
vote? Do we consider the covenants
we have made with the Lord when we
turn a deaf ear to the counsels of the
Priesthood?
Brethren and sisters, let us be just,

let us be true, let us be kind, and give
to the poor; and let us pay our tithing
as well as our offerings. This is the
will of the Lord; and who among the
Latter-day Saints is any poorer for
having paid his or her tithing? No-
body who has done this and contributed
to the building up of the kingdom of

God and to the spreading of the Gospel
in various lands. Let us not forget the

Lord in our tithes and our offerings.

If we do, peradventure, He will for-

get us. If we want to be remembered
of the Lord we should remember Him
in our tithes and our offerings; devote
ourselves to the work of the Lord and
the Lord will be merciful to us.

God bless you. Amen.

PRESIDENT GEORGE Q. CANNON.
The great and beneficent physical and spiritual

effects brought to the world by the organization

of the Church.

We have had at this Conference, so

far, some very practical instructions

and the Spirit of the Lord has been
manifestly in our midst. E have had a
good many reflections, that I hope will

be profitable to me; and if I can relate

some of them, I would like to do so

this afternoon. In sitting here and con-
templating that which has taken place,

and this large congregation, ihe reflec-

tion occurs to me that this is the com-
pletion of sixty-nine years since

this Church was organized, since the
Lord commenced this great work of

which we form a part, and there are
many interesting thoughts connected
with this event.


