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ELDER F. M. LYMAN.
Comprehensiveness of the plan of Salvation—Faith

the result of evidence—What we enjoy here a fore
taste of that which is to come—Forgiveness asso-
ciated with repentance—Testimony of Jesus and
of the ancient and modern prophets.

I trust, my brethren and sisters, that
you will give me the same support of
your faith and prayers that you have
my brethren who have spoken, that the
Spirit of the Lord may assist me as
they have been assisted. Many thoughts
pass before the mind when we hear our
brethren speak upon the principles of
life and salvation. We realize that we
are connected with a very important
work—as important, no doubt, as any
work that has ever been established up-
on this earth. The fact that it has been
introduced by our heavenly Father and
is His work, for the salvation of the
children of men, certainly should be
evidence enough to make it of suffi-
cient importance for us to give to it our
undivided attention.

The authority of the Lord has been
revealed in our day, and it is possessed
by a host of men. We are under obli-
gation to bear testimony to the doc-
trines that are revealed for the salva-
tion of the world, that light may come
into the hearts of the people; for this
world lieth in darkness, in a fallen
state. We are dependent upon the as-
sistance of our heavenly Father for our
redemption, and it is important that we
should be redeemed in this life. The de-
sign of our Father is that His children
should be relieved from the effects of
the fall, be redeemed from the power of
sin and Satan, and be brought back in-
to fellowship with Him. The plan that
He has offered us for this purpose
commends itself to every honest, un-
prejudiced soul, because it is a reason-
able plan, founded on truth. It has
saved people before, it is saving people
now, and will save people so long as
there are people to be saved, and there
always will be people to be saved.
When we think of this work as it has
been spoken of in this conference, and
what it has accomplished in sixty-nine
years, we cannot help but be impressed
with it. Though there be many people
who have never heard of us, yet this
work has stirred the world. There is

not a nation perhaps but what has been
more or less agitated in regard to this

people and our doctrines; and there are
many people, as suggested by Elder
John Henry Smith, that believe the
doctrine but have not the courage to
embrace it, because it is so unpopular
and so trying to men's souls.

The Gospel is suited to all the condi-
tions of mankind. It will meet every
requirement of man, and it will satisfy
every rational ambition and every
righteous desire of the human heart. It
is perfect in every respect. It is broad
enough and deep enough for the rich
and for the poor, for the intelligent and
for the ignorant. It will bring to
every person exactly what is necessary
for his salvation. If men need to be
humbled, it will school them. If they
need to be exalted, it will lift them up.
If they have need to be reformed, it will

reform them. In fact, as I have said,

it will meet all the requirements of
human nature.

The first principle of the Gospel is

faith in God. How could we have such
faith as is established among this peo-
ple, if it were not for evidence? Men
may believe the doctrines that are
taught them, but it takes reliable evi-

dence to establish faith in the hearts
of the children of men; for we are rea-

sonable beings, the offspring of reason-
able parents, and we need to be con-
vinced that the doctrines are what they
profess to be. We need not only to be-

lieve in God, but we need to have faith

in Him. When faith springs up in the

heart, its germs are living germs, and it

develops and increases as the soul re-

mains in proper condition for its growth
and development; and as it increases in

our hearts, so we labor, so we are hum-
ble, so we are faithful and devoted
to the Lord. We desire to become more
acquainted with God, and with the

principles that have made Him and His
Son so great, and that have made so

many of His posterity great men and
women. We desire to go back into His
presence. The Gospel is taught for this

purpose, and it is having its influence

over us. We are listening to the coun-
sels of the Holy Spirit. True, we have
at our head a prophet, seer and revela-

tor. We have quite a number of them.
Then in every home, in every ward, in

every stake, in every quorum, in every
mission, and in every department of

this work there are men with the in-
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spiration of the Holy G-host, the testi-

mony of the Lord Jesus; and that testi-

mony directs these men acording to the

degree in which they are devoted to

the service of God and lose their own
selfishness. So that there is a stream

of revelation and inspiration coming to

the Church, not only through the

prophet, seer and revelator who stands

at our head and gives the word of the

Lord for the whole Church, but it comes
to every man and woman. It has borne

record to your hearts during this con-

ference, as it has done in all

conferences when we have come
together with a desire to know the will

of God. The testimony of the Holy
Ghost in our hearts has brought con-

viction and satisfaction to our souls,

and we have had a taste of inspiration
and a measure of understanding in re-
gard to the Gospel of life and salvation.
We have been saved a little; and as we
have learned and enjoyed a little in this
life, so shall we in the world to come
enjoy much. As in this life we have
been faithful over a few things, in the
world to come we shall be made rulers
over many things. As we have a fore-
taste of heaven in this life, we shall
have a fulness of joy and happiness in
the world to come. And it may be in-
creased very materially in this life. We
have no need to be satisfied with the
little we have already received; for the
windows of heaven are open, and in-
spiration comes to us just as freely and
as liberally as our hearts are open to
receive it. Heaven may be upon this
earth, and no doubt it will be. We are
having a little foretaste of these things
now. We know what is good, what is
sweet, what is delicious, what is pre-
cious, and what is valuable to us in this
life, and what is suited to our needs
and desires; and we shall want a ful-
ness of these things hereafter. But if

we are wise we shall come as near to
obtaining a fulness in this life as we
can. We will seek the riches of eternity
here. We can take the riches of eternal
life with us when we leave this sphere,
but we cannot take the riches of this
world. Yet the riches"of this world are
convenient and necessary, and we can-
not very well get along without them.
But the riches of eternal life are last-
ing and permanent. They come from
the good we accomplish, the righteous-
ness we bring to pass, the purity to

which we attain, the cleansing and puri-

fying of our own hearts, that we may
come as near being perfect in this life

as our Father and His Son Jesus Christ

are perfect. Why shall we not do right?
What commandments of the Lord are
there that we cannot observe? What re-

quirements are there in this Church
that we cannot comply with? The
Lord wants us to have faith in Him.
Now, that is possible. He has the

faith to bestow. He is the giver of it.

Man cannot impart it. It is the gift

of God—a gift that He is anxious to

bestow upon all His children.

Repentance is also a gift from the

Lord, as precious as faith. We cannot
be saved by faith alone. We must re-

pent. Repentance is necessary to sal-

vation. Elder M. W. Merrill suggested
that the first step to get out of debt was
to quit going in debt; so I say that the

very first step to repentance is to quit

sinning and to become manly, honor-

able and upright. There is no forgive-

ness of sin without repentance. For-

giveness does not come by faith alone,

nor by promising that we will do better

some time. It is necessary that we
should cease sinning and begin to do
well. Where we were liars, we must
tell the truth; where we were unright-

eous and impure, we must be pure and
upright. Then we can obtain the bless-

ing of forgiveness. Is there a man in

the world that can say that that is un-

reasonable? Is it reasonable that men
should be forgiven of their sins if they

do not cease sinning? Certainly not.

Men must cease to sin, and turn to the

Lord; for there is no one else can for-

give. We are not able to forgive each

other's sins. We cannot atone for our

own sins. That is why it was necessar>

that the Son of God should come from
heaven, where He had such joy and
glory with the Father, into this world

and offer an atonement for mankind.

He offered His life and suffered as a

God only could suffer, in order that

men might be relieved of their sins.

Man could not do that; it was the work

of a God. And it is the work of God
to give you and me faith and repent-

ance. These are principles that come

from the upper world, not from be-

neath. We must therefore look above

for them, and the Lord will give them

to us, but on proper principles. Now,

if we can have faith in the Lord, if we
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can repent and have our sins blotted

out, is it not profitable to us to sacri-

fice our tastes, our appetites, our car-

nal desires, and those principles that

only yield a temporary satisfaction,

that we may obtain these precious

blessings? Men are not curtailed in

their joy and happiness, but are rather

increased therein, by the service of the
Lord. We ought not, however, to be
niggardly, but we should be generous
and great-hearted in regard to these

matters, and seek to vie with each other

in seeing which can accomplish the

most for the salvation of the children

of men. We should see which can be the

most humble, the most faithful and de-

voted to the Lord, in order that we may
stand in the fellowship and favor of

God. For there is no real joy and hap-
piness, no salvation, except that which
comes from the Father, in answer to

the atonement of His Son and the shed-

ding of His precious blood.

How grateful and thankful we ought
to be for this, and that this work, re-

vealed to the Prophet Joseph Smith, has
brought that knowledge to the world! I

would testify of this with my brethren.

The Presidency are all here, the At>o=-

tles are all here, the presiding quorum
of Seventies are all here, the presiding

Bishopric are here, the presiding

patriarch is here. I do not

know when we have had so com-
plete and perfect a representation

of the power and authority of God at

our conference. And the people are well

represented from all over the country.

Now, these men are true men, whose
hearts and souls are in the work of the

Lord, and have been for many years.

President Snow, President Richards,

President Cannon and President Smith
are men who were intimately acquaint-

ed with the Prophet Joseph Smith,

and with Hyrum Smith, and with tht.

early Apostles and Elders of the

Church. They knew their private lives

and their public labors, and that God
was with them. Many of us have not
known them so intimately, not being old

enough; but the Lord has revealed to

us that Joseph Smith was a prophet of

God, and we know it just as President
Snow or these other brethren who have
had the privilege of shaking hands with
the Prophet. Jesus was known only

by those who received that knowledge
from the Father. Thousands and tens

of thousands of men saw the Prophet
Joseph who never once intimated that
they thought or believed that he was a
prophet of God. Thousands knew the
Son of God personally, but they never
believed He was the Son of God, be
cause the Father did not bear record to
them. But to us He has borne record
that Joseph was a prophet of the living

God. He has borne record to us that
Jesus is His Only Begotten Son in the.

flesh, the Redeemer of the world. He
committed this testimony and knowl-
edge to this people. He has
given us a knowledge also concern-
ing President Brigham Young, that
great and grand man who led Israel

in those dark and dismal days after the

death of the Prophet Joseph, out of

bondage unto this land of liberty, and
established us here. What wonders
he did for us! He was a man among
men—the very proper man to follow in

the footsteps of the Prophet Joseph. We
do not know him as we will yet know
him. Then President John Taylor, the

personification of devotion, manliness

and courage! No more honorable and
upright man than John Taylor even

lived. And President Wilford Wood-
ruff, the very personification of humil-

ity and meekness, of conscientiousness

and honesty,—a man of God! And
President Lorenzo Snow, the equal of

any of them! Are we worthy, my breth-

ren and sisters, to be associated with

and led by such men? If so, then let

us listen to their counsel, and uphold

their hands. God will vindicate His

cause in the earth. It is spreading to-

day unobserved. The kingdom grows,

and prosperity waits upon us as a peo-

ple and as individuals. Let us be con-

scientious, honest and upright, and be

indeed Latter-day Saints, teaching the

Gospel by example. We have not long

to live, and there is no investment like

serving God, for it is all profit. Let me
beg of you, Presidents, High Councilors,

Bishops, and men who bear the priest-

hood, and all saints who have named
the name of Jesus, let us walk in the

footsteps of the Lord, and honor Him
the remainder of our days, and thus be

redeemed from the power of Satan, that

old monster; for we are in his domin-

ion and under his power more or less,

and can only be redeemed by the ser-

vice of the Lord.

God bless you, my brethren and sis-
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ters; bless Zion and all her interests;

bless our nation—the nation that has

given an asylum to this work and the

people of God. The Lord raised it up,

and He is directing and controlling it.

If the people of the nation have of-

fended in the past, they will make sat-

isfaction; and the Lord is using and

directing them, as He will direct us, for

the accomplishment of His purposes.

Amen.

PRESIDENT JOSEPH F. SMITH.
Witnesses of the truth—Those whose hearts are not

hardened receive it—Some oelieve but do not

openly acknowledge—Enemies of Zion aid her

cause—An excellent industrial iustitution.

My brethren and sisters, so far

throughout this conference I have been

delighted and edified with the most ex-

cellent spirit that has prevailed. I en-

dorse heartily all that has been said,

and I exhort you to a diligent and
faithful consideration of the counsels

and instructions we have received.

The testimonies which have been
borne by the Apostles in relation to the
divine mission of the Prophet Joseph
Smith and of the direction by God of

all his successors down to the present,

are true witnesses and verifications of
God's great truth restored to the earth
in these last days, which all mankind
must sooner or later give ear to. These
testimonies will stand as a witness be-
fore all these people assembled here,

and they will extend out unto all the
world; for all men unto whom these
testimonies come must receive or re-

ject them, and God will not hold them
irresponsible for neglect or indifference
in relation thereto.

I was struck by a remark made by
one of the brethren with respect to

the many people who saw and heard the

Prophet Joseph Smith and yet didn't

believe that he was a prophet of God,

or a man raised up by the Almighty
to lay the foundations of this great

latter-day work. It was said that the

Lord had not revealed it unto them.

Now, I do not dispute that statement,

or call it in question; but it occurred

to me that there are thousands of men
who have heard the voices of the in-

spired servants of God, unto whom the

Almighty has borne record of the truth,

and yet they have not believed it. It is

my opinion that the Lord bears record

to the testimonies of His servants unto

those who hear those testimonies, and it

is left with them whether or not they
will harden their hearts against the
truth and not listen to it, and abide
the consequences. I believe the Spirit

of the Almighty God is upon most of

the Elders who go out into the world to

proclaim the Gospel. I believe their

words are accompanied by the testi-

mony of the Spirit of God. But all

men are not open to receive the wit-

ness and the testimony of the Spirit.

And the responsibility will rest with
them. Yet it may be possible the Lord
withholds His Spirit from some, for a
wise purpose in Him, that their eyes

are not opened to see and their minds
not quickened to comprehend the word
of truth. As a rule, however, it is my
opinion that all men who are seeking

after the truth and are willing to re-

ceive it, will also receive the witness or

the Spirit which accompanies the words
and testimonies of the servants of the

Lord; while those whose hearts are

hardened against the truth and will not

receive it when it is borne record of

to them, will remain ignorant and with-

out a comprehension of the Gospel. I

believe there are tens of thousands of

people who have heard the truth and
have been pricked in their hearts, but

they are seeking every refuge they pos-

sibly can to hide themselves from their

convictions of the truth. It is among
this class that you will find the enemies
to the cause of Zion. They are oppos-

ing the truth in order to hide them-
selves from it. There are men possibly

within the sound of my voice—certainly

within the limits of this city—who have
read our books, who have listened to

the discourses of the Elders, and who
are familiar with the doctrines of the

Church; but they will not acknowledge

—openly, at least—the truth of this

Gospel and the divinity of this work.

Well, the responsibility rests with

them. God will judge them and deal

with them in His own way and time.

Many of them through their efforts to

bring reproach upon the cause of Zion,

are awakening the attention of people

in the world to "Mormonism," and thus

unwittingly advancing the cause of

Zion, though they know it not. I thank

God my Father that He brings good

out of the evil designed against His

people by their enemies. And He will


