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sometimes to the extinction of that
power that God has placed in every
man.

"And the whole world liveth in sin,
and groaneth under darkness and un-
der the bondage of sin.

Who has said it? Jesus Christ said
it to His servant the prophet.
"And by this ye may know they are

under the bondage of sin because they
come not unto me.
"For whoso cometh not unto me is

under the bondage of sin.

"And whoso receiveth not my voice is
not acquainted with my voice and is
not of me;
"And by this you may know the

righteous from the wicked, and that the
whole world groaneth under sin and
darkness even now."

My brethren and sisters, here is a
test for you:
By these things that I have read you

may know the righteous from the
wicked. Who is it that will receive that
spirit and cultivate it? Who is it that
listens to the voice of the men whom
God has placed to rsdeem the world and
guide in the redemption of the human
family? Who are these men? and
what do they say to the people? What
have they said to the people during this

conference? What has the President
and his fellow-laborers said at this con-
ference? They have delivered unto you
the words of life and salvation, and as
true as God lives, according to the
spirit that is in me, we will be judged
by the words of these men in the time
to come. They have given unto you the
words of everlasting life. They have
given unto you those things that God
has given unto them, to purify you.

I testify to you that the Church is

growing; that the Gospel is here and
men respect it and women respect it.

But how many more might re-

spect this glad message that God
has sent us if they would but

seek Him and be earnest and
faithful and prayerful and humble and
keep the spirit of light within them!
God bless you and peace be unto you

in all of your homes in all of the set-

tlements of the Latter-day Saints.

Be faithful that we may have victory,

and sing the song of the victorious in

the day that is not far distant, which
I ask in the name of Jesus. Amen
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I have been very much pleased with
what has been said this morning, and
also during the whole of this confer
ence. We certainly have had a very
excellent time.

It struck me while Brother Young
was addressing us that there were two
very strong temptations that trouble
us from time to time, and which some-
times prevent the spirit of light from
giving us the information absolutely
necessary for our prosperity. One is,
what will people say if I do so and so?
If I do these things that are now re-
quired of me, what will be said of me?
I think that every one, at least most
of my brethern and sisters who are now
before me, will understand what I
mean, from the experiences they have
had. Such a consideration has affected
almost every one. I know that it was
the case with me, when the principles
of the Gospel were announced and 1
took them into contemplation. It came
to my mind; "what will people say if
I receive these doctrines, and it is
known that I have become what is
called a "Mormon?" When such a
temptation as this comes before us it

should be laid aside, and not permitted
to influence us.

Another temptation is, How much
money shall I give? That is a very
strong temptation to most of us. I pre-
sume. Speaking of tithing as Brother
Brigham has, how much of this tithing
shall I give? Cannot I reserve a por-
tion to myself? The Lord is very rich
and I doubt if He will be troubled at
all if I withhold a little for myself; and
so a little to oneself is withheld. But
that very little that is reserved will
trouble that man, if his conscience is
like the consciences of most of the Lat-
ter-day Saints. It will trouble him more
or less in the day time, and also when
he thinks of it at night. He does not
have that happiness that it is his priv-
ilege to enjoy—it goes from him. One
of the best things to do under such a
temptation as that is to give, so as to
be sure, a trifle more than is required;
and to think that you have it wholly
within yourself to do so. If you do this
the temptation is overcome, you have
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been successful in contending with it;

and you are better prepared to battle

with the next allurement successfully,

though it be stronger than the first.

And if you do not then, at some future

time you will thank the Lord.

There is a way by which persons can

keep their consciences clear before God
and man, and that is to preserve within

them the spirit of God, which is the

spirit of revelation to every man and

woman. It will reveal to them, even

in the simplest of matters, what they

shall do, by making suggestions to

them. We should try to learn the na-

ture of this spirit, that we may under-

stand its suggestions, and then we will

always be able to do right. This is the

grand privilege of every Latter-day

Saint. We know that it is our right

to have the manifestations of the spirit

every day of our lives. Persons come
to me very anxious to receive counsel

upon some subject or other. They need

not come to me always (under some
circumstances, of course, it would be

highly proper), for the spirit is within

them to bring about good and to ac-

complish the purposes of God. The
spirit is in every man and every woman
so that they need not walk in the dark-

ness at all, and it is not always neces-

sary for them to come to the President

of the Church, or to the Twelve, or to

the Elders of Israel, to get counsel;

they have it within them; there is a
friend that knows just exactly what to

say to them. Prom the time we re-

ceive the Gospel, go down into the wa-
ters of baptism and have hands laid

upon us afterwards for the gift of the
Holy Ghost, we have a friend, if we
do not drive it from us by doing wrong.
That friend is the Holy Spirit, the Holy
Ghost, which partakes of the things of

God and shows them unto us. This is

a grand means that the Lord has pro-

vided for us, that we may know the
light, and not be groveling continually
in the dark.

I wanted to say these few words, as
they were suggested to me while
Brother Young was addressing
us. God bless you, Latter-day
Saints, and my friends who are
here, who have honest hearts.

God bless you and crown you with His
Holy Spirit, that you may know that
the time has come when the Lord has

called a people to prepare for the com
ing of the Son of God, who shall appear
and be in our midst, and teach us the
mysteries of the kingdom.
God bless you and preserve you all

in the holy path of righteousness, ex-

altation and glory, is my prayer in the

name of Jesus. Amen.
The choir sang the anthem,
"Let the Mountains Shout for Joy."
Benediction by Elder Joseph W. Mc-

Murrin.

OVERFLOW MEETING.
2 p. m..

An overflow meeting was held in the

Assembly Hall, at which Elder John
W. Taylor, of the quorum of the Apos-
tles, presided.

The Temple choir and congregation
sang

:

Now let us rejoice in the day of salva-
tion,

No longer as strangers on earth need
we roam.

Prayer was offered by Elder F. A.

Hammond of San Juan Stake.

The choir sang the hymn:

I know that my Redeemer lives.
What comfort this sweet sentence gives.

ELDER JONATHAN G. KIMBALL.
I have been very much interested

during this semi-annual conference.

Personally, I cannot remember the time
when I have been more pleased with
the discourses. There is one grand
feature connected with them that has
forced itself upon my mind. It is.

"Seek ye first the kingdom of God and
His righteousness and all other things

shall be added unto you." I remember
instances when temporal matters

seemed to be foremost. I comprehend
as well as others how necessary it is

that we should have temporal things

brought to our attention. Sometimes 1

have felt a little in doubt which should
be the most prominent at present, our
temporal salvation, or our spiritual sal-

vation, and I have been unable to say
which should be first. Some of our peo-

ple are in a regretable condition, and
much has been said upon this question
and it has seemed quite a hobby with
me as I have passed through that ex-
perience, but I will not take time to say
anything upon that feature. Our people
should follow the instructions that have
been given them and keep out of debt.


