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been successful in contending with it;

and you are better prepared to battle

with the next allurement successfully,

though it be stronger than the first.

And if you do not then, at some future

time you will thank the Lord.

There is a way by which persons can

keep their consciences clear before God
and man, and that is to preserve within

them the spirit of God, which is the

spirit of revelation to every man and

woman. It will reveal to them, even

in the simplest of matters, what they

shall do, by making suggestions to

them. We should try to learn the na-

ture of this spirit, that we may under-

stand its suggestions, and then we will

always be able to do right. This is the

grand privilege of every Latter-day

Saint. We know that it is our right

to have the manifestations of the spirit

every day of our lives. Persons come
to me very anxious to receive counsel

upon some subject or other. They need

not come to me always (under some
circumstances, of course, it would be

highly proper), for the spirit is within

them to bring about good and to ac-

complish the purposes of God. The
spirit is in every man and every woman
so that they need not walk in the dark-

ness at all, and it is not always neces-

sary for them to come to the President

of the Church, or to the Twelve, or to

the Elders of Israel, to get counsel;

they have it within them; there is a
friend that knows just exactly what to

say to them. Prom the time we re-

ceive the Gospel, go down into the wa-
ters of baptism and have hands laid

upon us afterwards for the gift of the
Holy Ghost, we have a friend, if we
do not drive it from us by doing wrong.
That friend is the Holy Spirit, the Holy
Ghost, which partakes of the things of

God and shows them unto us. This is

a grand means that the Lord has pro-

vided for us, that we may know the
light, and not be groveling continually
in the dark.

I wanted to say these few words, as
they were suggested to me while
Brother Young was addressing
us. God bless you, Latter-day
Saints, and my friends who are
here, who have honest hearts.

God bless you and crown you with His
Holy Spirit, that you may know that
the time has come when the Lord has

called a people to prepare for the com
ing of the Son of God, who shall appear
and be in our midst, and teach us the
mysteries of the kingdom.
God bless you and preserve you all

in the holy path of righteousness, ex-

altation and glory, is my prayer in the

name of Jesus. Amen.
The choir sang the anthem,
"Let the Mountains Shout for Joy."
Benediction by Elder Joseph W. Mc-

Murrin.

OVERFLOW MEETING.
2 p. m..

An overflow meeting was held in the

Assembly Hall, at which Elder John
W. Taylor, of the quorum of the Apos-
tles, presided.

The Temple choir and congregation
sang

:

Now let us rejoice in the day of salva-
tion,

No longer as strangers on earth need
we roam.

Prayer was offered by Elder F. A.

Hammond of San Juan Stake.

The choir sang the hymn:

I know that my Redeemer lives.
What comfort this sweet sentence gives.

ELDER JONATHAN G. KIMBALL.
I have been very much interested

during this semi-annual conference.

Personally, I cannot remember the time
when I have been more pleased with
the discourses. There is one grand
feature connected with them that has
forced itself upon my mind. It is.

"Seek ye first the kingdom of God and
His righteousness and all other things

shall be added unto you." I remember
instances when temporal matters

seemed to be foremost. I comprehend
as well as others how necessary it is

that we should have temporal things

brought to our attention. Sometimes 1

have felt a little in doubt which should
be the most prominent at present, our
temporal salvation, or our spiritual sal-

vation, and I have been unable to say
which should be first. Some of our peo-

ple are in a regretable condition, and
much has been said upon this question
and it has seemed quite a hobby with
me as I have passed through that ex-
perience, but I will not take time to say
anything upon that feature. Our people
should follow the instructions that have
been given them and keep out of debt.



ELDER JONATHAN G. KIMBALL. 53

I call to mind a saying- of the Lord: "I
am bound when ye do what I say, but
when ye do not what I say, then ye
have no promise." He says to the
young people: "He that seeketh me
early shall find me, and he shall not be
forsaken." The Lord has made great
and wonderful promises to this people.

I desire to call your attention to an
incident that occurred when I was la

boring in the Southern States, in 1884.

I went there in 1883. The year 1884 was a
time of a sad experience in that mis-
sion. It was then that some of our El-
ders lost their lives by mob violence. It

seemed that there was bitterness on all

hands. We had but few friends. I was
at the office in Chattanooga under El-
der Roberts at the time. I picked up a
Chattanooga Times one morning, and I

was very much delighted to see in

print these words, speaking of Elder
John Morgan. It said, "To shake his
hand was to be his friend." I have
never forgotten it. When you shook
John Morgan's hand and he looked into
your face you always knew that you
were his friend. John Morgan under-
stood that principle. Some of our peo-
ple are becoming careless in the shak-
ing of hands. I have shaken hands with
some men, when I would just as soon
have put my hand into a bucket of ice

water as to shake hands with them.
They may have been friendly, but I

have no means of telling. Great ser-
mons have been preached in this Church
by the simple shaking of hands; and
you who have been in holy places; you
who have been in the holy temple, know
what it means to shake hands.

I witnessed a play in the Theater
here, and was very much taken up with
it—Julius Caeser—and when I saw the
mimic representatives of great Romans
walk up and shake hands, I presume
every one in that large Theater was im-
pressed with the idea that it meant
friendship. But we have been too much
carried away with temporal matters.
When our Elders come home—we have
probably eight hundred who return
every year—they ask me what is the
matter with the people? They discover
it whenever they shake hands with you.
When you meet the Elders that come
home and shake hands with them, they
will hardly let go of your hand, they
are so friendly, and you can feel it in

your hearts that they love you. They
do it from the bottom of their hearts.

You, who have lost children know when
a person comes up to you and sym-
pathizes with you on account of your
loss, taking you by the hand and look-

ing you in the face, notwithstanding
they do not utter a word, you feel that
friendship, that sympathy that pierces

to the innermost recesses of your hearts.

Those who have lost wives, if one who
has passed through that terrible ex-

perience comes to sympathize with an-
other man who has lost his wife, in

shaking his hand there is a feeling of

friendship and sympathy that cannot
be expressed in words.

Brethren and sisters, we can afford to

be sympathetic; we can afford of all

people on the earth to be filled with
sympathy and compassion. I am not

concerned very much about what other

religionists do. We have the Gospel of

the Lord Jesus Christ, and it has with-
stood every test. We have sent out our
young Elders without experience, and it

is marvelous, it is wonderful, it is one
of the great testimonies to me how
these young men can meet the men of

the world as they do, with so little ex-

perience. It is a very strong evidence

that we have the truth, that we have
the Gospel of the Lord Jesus Christ. I

am not concerned about the Christian

Scientists; I have little to say against

them. If they do any good that is theh
business, but I wish to say that there

will be inroads made among this people.

I call to mind now a circumstance of a
Josephite preacher going into the city

of Logan, among the intelligent people

there, and going from house to house.

It was discovered that our people were
unable to meet him. He went to a
Bishop's place, and he spoke unkindly

to him, and a young Elder who had
just returned from the East said:

"Father, I am unwilling to stand by and
hear that man talk as he is talking, and
I will meet him in public debate," and
he vanished, and that man did not wish
to see him any more. We must be in-

formed. No church can find a more
successful way of making in-

roads among our people than
by getting them to extend the

hand of sympathy, love, and
affection in their trials and tribulations.

We, who hold the priesthood, Elders,
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Seventies, Teachers, and Deacons

—

ought to perform our duties; our hearts
are not always as they should be; we do
not always exhibit the sympathy, lov<»

and affection that we ought. I am
sorry to say that some of my acquaint-
ances, siome who are near and dear to

me, have been won from our Church
through love and sympathy.
My brethren and sisters, I have this to

say in conclusion: Even if you are in

a hurry, stop and shake hands before
going on, but do it right ; have the spirit

of God within you, and when you greet
them say, "God bless you." I know a
good old sister, who is working for her
living; she would not let the Church
support her, she is too proud. She i«>

over 70 years old. She said to me that
when an Apostle took her by the hand
and said "God bless you" it was worth
more to her than all the money they
could give her. I remember Apostle
Erastus Snow, and I will never forget
him as long as I live on the earth. He
stopped long enough to take me by
the hand as a boy, after my father was
dead, and said "God bless you." There
are others that have done so, and they
stand foremost in my mind, and I re-
member and esteem every one of them.
"We should learn to love and honor each
other. We should have the spirit of
God burning within our hearts. You
can make more converts in this way
than by any other means. God bless
you. Amen.
The choir sang:

"Who are these arrayed in white?"

ELDER RULON S. WELLS.
My brethren and sisters: I also re-

joice in the spirit of this conference;
and I can say that it has been very
enjoyable to me. It is the first general
conference that I have had the privilege
of attending for three years. Since that
time it has been my privilege to labor
in foreign lands, among strange people;
but I rejoice all the more in coming
back into the union of the Church, as-
sociating with the Saints, and mingling
my testimony with those of my breth-
ern to the truth of the work in which
we are engaged. I rejoice in the prog-
ress of the work of God. I rejoice in

the great advancement made by the
Latter-ady Saints. While there is plen-

ty of room for improvement, yet we dis-

cover a great deal of progress being
made among those who are really in

earnest and are keeping the command-
ments of God—these are marching on
toward the goal we all desire to reach.

What does preaching amount to if it

is not put into practice by the Latter-

day Saints; if we do not profit by the

instructions which we receive? Every
one who has heard the voices of the
prophets of God, the holy apostles, and
the instructions they have given during
this conference, and has not determined
within himself to benefit by them, will

receive no good from them. They will

simply be as a sounding brass and as

a tinkling cymbal, so far as any benefit

being derived from them is concerned.

But if we will put into practice the

principles we have been taught, and
if we will yield obedience to the coun-

sels that have been given, and live in

accordance with the spirit that has
been made manifest in this conference,

then we will go onward and progress in

the knowledge of God, and will prepare

ourselves for the coming of our Savior.

I was particularly impressed with the,

remarks of the brethren in regard to

the treatment that should be extended

to those who are converted, and immi-
grate to Zion. It has been observed by
many, and I have also observed it, that

numbers of our new converts do not re-

ceive the kind reception they should.

They come from foreign lands where
they have received the Gospel, and the i

first love of the Gospel is burning with-

in their hearts; they have been filled j

with a great warmth of love towards j

our brethren and sisters, and in their

far distant homes the spirit of gather-

ing has come upon them and they have
resolved to come to the land of Zion.

They have been filled with a desire to

cast their lot with the people of God,

that they might learn more of His

ways; that they might be taught the

will of the Lord and learn to do it bet-

ter, and that they might mingle with
<

Latter-day Saints—men and women of

God. Those have been their desires.

They have sold out their little posses-

sions in the foreign lands, have for-

saken their native countries, bid adieu

to the prospects of their youth, and

have severed their communications

with them in order that they might


