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vitiated or corrupted; it has not been
driven away from them.
God bless all Israel, and preserve the

life of our beloved President. May He
fill him with wisdom, with understand-
ing, and with a knowledge of the neces-

Blties of the whole people and of the

cause of truth in the world, that he may
be instrumental in the hands of Al-

mighty God of meeting every exigency
of the Church and performing every
duty that may be required for the sal-

vation of Israel and for the redemption
and sanctification of this land, that it

may be a land of Zion unto us. May
the blessLng of life, peace, health and
intelligence rest down upon President

Cannon also, and upon the Apostles, one
and all of them, that they and the

Presidency may be united; that we may
Bee eye to eye, and labor as one man
for the salvation of souls, and especi-

ally for the preservation and the integ-

rity of the household of faith. May
God bless these men, and the Presidents

of Stakes and their counselors, the High
Councils, the Bishops and their coun-
selors, and the Presidents of the High
Priests. Let me say here that we do

not want every "old fogey," or any man
because he is an "old fogey," to be

joined to the High Priests quorum.
We want men to be connected with the

High Priests that have sense and in-

telligence enough to govern, if they are

called upon to do so. The office of High
Priest is the office of Presidency in the

Church, and men who are High Priests

should be men possessing more wisdom,
more intelligence, and more knowledge
as to how to govern and how to rule in

righteousness in the Church than any
other class of people in it. We want
good men to be High Priests, as well as

good men to be Seventies. Then we
want good men to be Elders. May God
bless the High Priests in their organiza-

tions in Zion, and the Seventies, and
the First Seven Presidents of the Seven-
ties. May He bless the Elders, and the

lesser Priesthood throughout the

Church. May God bless the widows,
and provide for them, through the

means that He Himself has appointed

in the Church. May the people of God
remember their tithes and offerings, and
obey the laws of God, that there may
be meat in the storehouse of the Lord,

to feed the poor, to clothe the naked, to

educate the orphan, and to take the

helpless and lift them up and put them
in a position where they can contend in

the world successfully for their living,

equally with those who have guardians
and protectors to take care of them.

May God bless Israel, and may peace
abide upon all the household of faith,

is my prayer in the name of Jesus.

Amen.
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Ill Relation to Prayer.

I would like to add a few words in

relation to prayer. The testimony that

President Smith has borne is very true

and comes home to me with great

force. It is a subject upon which I

have had a good many thoughts. I

have talked to our people in various

conferences concerning it, and I will

say here that we should give our wives

and children the opportunity to pray

in the family circle. There are men
who think that unless they pray the

Lord does not hear the prayer, and

they are in the habit of doing all the

praying in their families. I have known
men who have got into such a habit,

as President Smith has said, that

prayer with them is only a form. There

is a story told of some boys who were

outside a house while the man of the

house was praying. One of his sons

was among the number, but he was

not where he could hear as well as

some of his companions; so he asked

one of the boys where his father was

at, and I believe they told him he was

at Jerusalem and the gathering of the

Jews. "Oh!" said he, "we can go off

for some time yet." He knew the

prayer so well that he could tell how

long it would take to finish it. Now,

it is a delightful thing to hear little

children pray. They pray so innocent-

ly and simply; and I would rather hear

a little child pray than I would some

of the ceremonious and formal prayers.

Some men seem to think that they have

got to tell the Lord all about it or He
will not know; so they enter into every

detail. Well, if the Spirit prompts that,

it is all right; but it is good for us to

pray concisely. We should teach our

children to pray simply and naturally;
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to ask for that which they want. We
should ask our wives and our daughters
to pray. Let them do some of the

praying- in the family. They will enjoy
it better, and they will come to pray-
ers more regularly, because they will

take an interest in them. Brethren, do
not get the idea that the Lord will not
hear your wives and daughters. He
does hear them, and He hears our lit-

tle children. I would give them the op-

portunity as soon as they are old

enough, to ask a blessing, and to pray
around the family altar, and to ask
for the things that are in their hearts.

The choir sang the anthem:

Hosannah.

Benediction by Elder Joseph E. Tay-
lor.

Conference adjourned for six months.

The stenograph work in taking an ac-

count of the proceedings in the Taber-
nacle was done by Arthur Winter, and
in the Assembly Hall by Leo Hunsaker.

JOHN NICHOLSON,
Clerk of Conference.


