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timony of the truth of that gift, and

many other instances could be men-
tioned, showing that this gift is in the

Church. The gift of prophecy we know
is in the Church. How many of the

prophecies of our beloved Prophet
Joseph Smith have not been fulfilled to

the very letter? You take the book
of Doctrine and Covenants, and you
will find there many prophecies that

have been fulfilled already, and many
relating to time yet to come, which we
believe will be fulfilled just as literally

as have those that have already been

fulfilled. Let me read a few words of

a revelation given March, 1831, some
eleven months after the Church
was organized. In talking about

wnat should come to pass, the Lord re-

vealed to Joseph:

"But before the great day of the Lord
shall come, Jacob shall flourish in the
wilderness, and the Lamanites shall

blossom as the rose.
"Zion shall flourish upon the hills and

rejoice upon the mountains, and shall
be assembled together unto the place
which I have appointed."

This was many years before the Lat-

ter-day Saints were driven from the

States, and it talks in such plain terms
concerning the gathering. The gather-

ing is a unique principle in this Church,

one that is not found in other churches.

It is referred to in the Book of Mormon,
and in the early revelations to the

Church it is given to the people in great

plainness. We are told in some of the

revelations that the people should be
gathered from all nations unto this

land, which should be the land of Zion.

When we now read about this, it may
not seem so remarkable. But let us put
ourselves back to the time when the

Church numbered but a few members
and was hardly known outside of a few
counties, and remember that then the

Lord told the Prophet that the work
should be known in other lands and
that the people should be gathered from
all nations, and it becomes,indeed, mar-
velous unto us. Gradually our mission-

aries are reaching the different nations

of the earth, and we have people

here from every part of the

earth, if not yet from every na-

tion. Our missionaries are going in

faith, proclaiming the truth. They are

reaching one people after another.

Nearly every nation in Europe has had
the Gospel offered to them. I was read-

ing a letter last night which Brother
Hintze had received from Athens.
Greece, a country where we have not

yet done much missionary labor. Bro-
ther Hintze went there and preached
the Gospel and the seed sown is ger-

minating, and they want to be informed
concerning the truth. Certain princi-

ples have struck them as true: others

they do not understand yet. In the

Donaw principalities we have a man la

boring, who has already baptized sev-

eral persons, and it will not be long
before it can be said that all nations in

Europe have been informed concern-

ing the Gospel. And the myriads in

Asia and Africa will yet have to hear

the Gospel. The Lord is in His mar-
velous way preparing the way for the

Gospel to be taught to men. I rejoice

in contemplating the dealings of the

Lord with this work of His, and my
testimony to you is that God has es-

tablished this work, and that He will

see that it shall triumph in the earth.

God bless you all, amen.

ELDER M. F. COWLEY.
The Church built on the foundation of Continuous

Revelation— Each member entitled to an in-

dividual testimony of the truth.

. My brethren and sisters, I am pleased

to have the privilege of meeting with

you at this Conference. I desire in

the performance of my duty the kind
assistance of your prayers of faith. I

have been edified through the instruc-

tions of my brethren. They have en-
couraged me and also corrected me, for

I find in them instructions which will

enable me to improve wherein I lack,

and encourage me in the enjoyment of
the blessings resulting from the duties
which perhaps I have performed more
faithfully than others. In contemplat-
ing the character of these instructions,
it is a solemn testimony to me of the
truth of which my brethren have
spoken, that the Church is guided by
the spirit of revelation. But we are
not guided by the spirit of revelation
as much as we ought to be. I think
sometimes that we have not fully di-
vested ourselves of the elements of sec-
tarianism which some of us may have
brought from the world and which oth-
ers have imbibed because of their
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weaknesses. Our Elders, in preaching
the Gospel in the various nations of the

earth, call attention to the fact that it

has always been a characteristic of

humanity to profess a belief in the

revelations and the remarkable mani-
festations of the power of God which
have been exhibited before their day.

But when confronted with the oppor-

tunity or necessity of exercising the

same faith, and enjoying immediate
revelation, they have been weighed in

the balance and found wanting. The
Church of Christ never did exist on the

earth, only as it existed by the spirit

of revelation from God. The Jews,

when the Gospel was presented to them
by John the Baptist and also by the

Savior, had just the same opportuni-

ties that the Christian world of today

have, that is, of reading from the Scrip-

ture, which had been made by the

Prophets preceding them, and

receiving instructions from the

doctors of the law and

those whose pretended business

it was to expound the Scriptures. But
when one came to them and said that

the kingdom of God was nigh at hand,

they were not prepared to receive it.

The Gospel then as now was a test to

all institutions. John the Baptist said

"The ax is laid unto the root of the

tree, therefore ever-" tree which bring-

eth not forth good fruit, is hewn down

and cast into the fire." Jesus was de-

siring to bring to the attention of His lacked nothing:

disciples the necessity of being built

upon a solid foundation, and pro-

pounded a question unto them as re-

corded in Matthew, 16th chapter. He

said: ""Whom do men say that I, the

Son of Man, am?" And His disciples

said, "Some say that thou art John

the Baptist; some, Elias; and others,

the Messiah had said to him and his

brother Andrew "Come and follow me
and I will make you fishers of men."
From Peter the testimony came in no
uncertain tones, saying, "Thou are the

Christ, the Son of the living God."
And Jesus said to Peter: "Blessed art

thou, Simon Barjona: for flesh and
blood hath not revealed it unto thee,

but My Father which is in heaven."
I wish to bear my testimony that

flesh and blood never did, because it

never could, reveal unto man the iden-

tity of the Son of God, or make plain

to the understanding of the children of

men the things of God in any respect;

and if it required a revelation for the

Apostle Peter to bear witness that
Jesus was the Christ, it will require

revelation for every man and woman
in every dispensation of the Gos-
pel, to bear the same testi-

mony. Indeed, the Son of God
enunciated this fact as an eternal doc-
trine, when he sent the Seventies out
to declare the Gospel. He had com-
manded them to go without purse or

scrip, just as the servants of God have
been commanded in this dispensation,

that the world may be tested and that

the disciples of the Son of God may act

upon the principle of faith and trust in

God to provide for them the necessities

and comforts of life. When the Seventy
returned to the Savior with the report

of their mission, they said that they

"In that hour Jesus rejoiced in spirit,

and said, I thank thee, O Father, Lord
of heaven and earth that thou hast hid
these things from the wise and prudent,
and hast revealed them unto babes;
even so, Father, for so it seemed good
in thy sight.

"All things are delivered to me of
my Father; and no man knoweth who
the Son is, but the Father; and who

Jeremiah or one of the Prophets." Thus the Father^ is, but the Som and he to

we see that it was all guess work with

them, so far as the general public were

concerned. He turned to the Apostles

and said: "But whom say ye that I

am?" In response there came an em

whom the Son will reveal Him.'

This is a plain and simple doctrine,

and whatever may be the attainments

of mankind, based upon the oppor-

tunities of the age in which we live,

phatic testimony not from a doctor of augmented by the experience and the

the law not from an educated man. learning of the preceding generations,

who had built his faith upon a mere they cannot understand the things of

reading of the ancient scripture, but God, without the spirit of revelation

trom a poor unlettered man, who had I wish to bear my testimony that the

been called by the voice of the Son of Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day

God from the fisherman's net, when Saints was founded upon the pnnciple
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of revelation, and that it has been guid-

ed and controlled by the spirit of revela-

tion from its inception to the present

time. God designed to guide this

Church by the voice of revelation.

When I see any lack of confidence on

the part of our people in the wisdom of

the Prophet of God and his associates,

I am impressed with the fact that we
are lacking in that faith which belongs

to the work of God. When the Prophet

Joseph 'Smith was instrumental in es-

tablishing this work, he made certain

promises, such as have been alluded to

by my brethren today. These promises

have been fulfilled to the very

letter. They not only ex-

tended to the remarkable mani-

festation of the gifts and powers of the

Holy Ghost, but they extended to a

promise that every man and every wo-
man in the Church should have a sub-

stantial testimony concerning the pro-

priety of every movement made by the

Prophet of God, in advancing the in-

terests of the work of God upon the

earth. And it can be pointed out on
the pages of history that neither the

Prophet Joseph Smith nor any of his

successors ever gave counsel unto the

Saints of God that was not attended

with blessing's and prosperity to those

who heeded and acted upon it. More-
over, it cannbt be found upon the pages
of history where any man has risen

up in opposition to that counsel and has
stretched forth his hand to steady the

ark of God, but what that man has
come to disappointment and his folly

has been made manifest in the midst
of the people of God. I can bear my tes-

timony that these evidences, which
have been recorded as a result of

the experience of this Church, will con-
tinue down to the latest period of time.

God has established this work; He has
maintained it; He has prospered it in

the earth, and He will continue to do so
from this time henceforth and forever.

God bless you, in the name of Jesus.
Amen.

ELDER A. O. WOODRUFF.
Koom for improvement among the Priesthood —

The great distinction between the true Church
and other religious bodies—A difference in
spirit—Every part of the body necessary to its

healthful existence—Warning against a hide-
ous evil.

My brothers and sisters, I trust that I

may have your support and the bless-

ings of God to guide me in my utter-

ances here this afternoon. I have no
other desire in standing before you than

to give you that which the Lord may
reveal unto me. and I desire to so live

that whenever I am called upon to oc-

cupy a position of this kind, the Lord
may be pleased to favor me with His

Holy Spirit, that I may not be left to

depend upon the wisdom of man.
I have a desire this afternoon to say

some words that may be stimulating
and encouraging to those who hold the

Priesthood, especially to those who are
acting in the Lesser Priesthood. Presi-

dent Snow has gone among the people

and discharged the duties which our
Heavenly Father has given him to

perform, and after doing so, he unloads
a great degree of this responsibility up-
on the shoulders of the Priesthood in

all its organizations. I know there is

not that activity among many quorums
of the Priesthood that there ought to

be; and while it is true the Latter-day
Saints during the past year have done
exceedingly well in the payment of

their tithes, they have not done as well

as they would have done had the
Teachers, and Priests and the Elders
in Israel performed their duties as
faithfully as President Snow has dis-

charge his. True, most men who
hold these positions are younger men
than President Snow, but I regret to

have to acknowledge that they have
not been as diligent throughout the
different Stakes and wards of Zion in

regard to this message, which the
Prophet of the Lord has given to the
people, as they should have been. While
visiting a Stake a short time ago, I

learned by questioning the High Coun-
cil, that some of them had not been
visited by their Teachers for years;
and while that Stake had increased
about fifty per cent in the
payment of their tithes dur-
ing the past year, I thought to

myself, what a showing they might
have made, if the Priesthood in all its

departments had been active and faith-
ful.

In order that I might bring before
you what I desire. I will read a portion
of the 12th chapter of First Corin-
thians.

"For by one spirit we are all baptized


