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ens to you in marvelous manifestations

will not establish you in the truth. We
have abundant proof of that in the

history of the Church. But the

men and the women who are

honest before God, who humbly plod

along, doing their dut-"- paying
their tithing and exercising

that pure religion and undefiled before
God and the Father, which is to visit

the fatherless and widows in their af-

flictions and to keep ones self unspot-
ted from the world and who help look
after the poor; and who honor the
holy Priesthood, who do not run into

excesses, who are prayerful in their
families and who acknowledge the Lord
in their hearts, they will build up a
foundation that the gates of hell can-
not prevail against; and if the floods
come and the storms beat upon their
house, it shall not fall, for it will be
built upon the rock of eternal truth. I

pray that this vast congregation will
build upon this imperishable foundation,
upon the principle expressed by the

words of Joshua, "as for me and my
house, we will serve God," and as also

expressed by Job, "Though he slay me,

yet will I put my trust in Him." If you
have that spirit toward God and His

work in these latter days, you will

build, steadily and, slowly it may be,

but surely, upon a foundation that will

endure throughout the countless ages of

eternity. And if you do not get any
great manifestations, you need not wor-

ry about it. You will get the testimony

of Jesus Christ in your hearts and you
will know God and Jesus whom He has

sent, whom to know is life eternal, just

as well as those who receive visions. For
those who do receive visions, the devil

will try to make them believe that they

were delusions, and if they commit sin,

he will be sure to make them believe it.

God bless you, is my prayer. Amen.
The choir sang:

"Ye simple souls who stray,
Far from the paths of truth.

Benediction by Elder Jonathan G.

Kimball.

THIRD DAY.
Sunday, April 6th, 10 a. m.

The choir and congregation sang the
hymn commencing:

Redeemer of Israel,
Our only delight,

On whom for a blessing we call.

Opening prayer by Elder Charles W.
Penrose.

Singing by the choir:

All hail the glorious day,
By Prophets long foretold,

When, with harmonious lay,
The sheep of Israel's fold

On Zion's hill His praise proclaim,
And shout hosanna to His name.

ELDER RUDGER CLAWSON.
A striking evidence of God's goodness—Tithing

and consecration — Importance of Church
records.

Brethren and sisters, I can say that I

have greatly rejoiced in the spirit of
this conference. We have truly had a
time of instruction and refreshing to
our souls, and this conference, held in
the seventieth year of our age as a
Church, has this far been one of the

best that we have ever had. What a
great variety of instruction has been
given to this people, and we can see

the growth and progress that has been
made since we were convened in con-
ference one year ago. We rejoice in it,

and our hearts are made glad. Notwith-
standing this, however, we witness
things in the Church that need atten-

tion and correction, and we know that

there is opportunity for still greater
growth and progress. The Lord, as if

in smiling approval of His Church
(speaking of the Church as a whole)
has sent a most glorious storm—a storm
that was greatly needed and that gives

promise of abundant crops in the year
1900. So greatly needed was this storm
that the Latter-day Saints can overlook
the inconvenience of getting around,
and can lift up their hearts in praise

and thanksgiving to God. Truly we
are a blessed people.

I was very deeply impressed with the
revelation that was read in part by
President Snow at the Priesthood meet-
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ing last evening, and also the very in-

structive comments made upon it. It is

of such great and vital interest that I

have thought to read the revelation to

you this morning. It is recorded in
section 85 of the Book of Doctrine and
Covenants. The Lord says:

"It is the duty of the Lord's clerk,
whom He has appointed, to keep a his-
tory, and a general Church record of
all things that transpire in Zion, and
of all those who consecrate properties,
and receive inheritances legally from
the Bishop;
"And also their manner of life, their

faith, and works; and also of the apos-
tates who apostatize after receiving
their inheritances.

"It is contrary to the will and com-
mandment of God, that those who re-
ceive not their inheritance by consecra-
tion, agreeably to His law, which He
has given, that He may tithe His peo-
ple, to prepare them against the day of
vengeance and burning, should have
their names enrolled with the people of
God;
"Neither is their genealogy to be kept,

or to be had where it may be found on
any records or history of the Church;
"Their names shall not be found,

neither the names of the fathers, nor
the names of the children written in the
book of the law of God, saith the Lord
of Hosts.
"Tea, thus said the still small voice,

which whispereth through and pierceth
all things, and often timies it maketh
my bones to auake while it maketh
manifest, saying:
"And it shall come to pass that I,

the Lord God. will send one mighty
and strong, holding the sceotre of pow-
er in his hand, clothed with light for a
covering-

, whose mouth shall utter
words, eternal words; while his bowels
shall be a fountain of truth, to set
in order the house of God, and to ar-
range by lot the inheritances of the
Saint s. whose names are found, and
the names of their fathers, and of their
children, enrolled in the book of the law
of God:
"While that man, who was called of

God and appointed, that putteth forth
his hand to steady the ark of God, shall
fall by the shaft of death, like as a
tree that is smitten by the vivid shaft
of lightning;
"And all they who are not found writ-

ten in the book of remembrance, shall
find none inheritance in that day, but
they shall be cut asunder, and their
portion shall be appointed them among
unbelievers, where are wailing and
gnashing of teeth.

"These things I say not of myself:

therefore, as the Lord speaketh, He will

also fulfill.

"And they who are of the High
Priesthood, whose names are not found
written in the book of the law, or that

are found to have apostatized, or to
have been cut off from the Church; as
well as the Lesser Priesthood, or the
members, in that day, shall not find

an inheritance among the Saints of the
Most High;
"Therefore it shall be done unto them

as unto the children of the priest, as
will be found recorded in the second
chapter and sixty-first verse of Ezra."

Brethren and sisters, the Lord in re-

vealing to the Prophet Joseph that a

day of vengeance and burning is com-
ing ucon the earth, did not desire, I

think, to arouse any feelings of fear or

anxiety in the minds of His people.

It was simply that they should

be made acauainted with the

fact that such a day is coming upon
the earth and also that there should be

a preparation made by his people for

that time, that they might be able to

abide that great and dreadful day of

the Lord. One peculiar feature of

this revelation is that while the Lord

speaks of this time of trouble and ca-

lamity, he also comes down to the sim-

ple matter as it might seem to some, of

giving instructions to his clerk. He says

that his clerk shall keep a

history and a general Church

record of all things that trans-

pire in Zion, and in the manner of

life and faith and works of His peo-

ple, and especially that it should be

recorded of His people that they pay

their tithes and offerings, and later per-

haps that they shall observe the law

of consecration, that they may escape

the day of vengeance and burning. We
see that the Lord is very particular

in this matter. In the early days of the

Church,some baptisms for the dead that

were not properly witnessed and record-

ed, were rejected of the Lord, and the

work had to be done over again. We
know that great care and attention is

given to this matter today in our Tem-

ples, and that efficient help must be

secured to do this. Let me tell you

something in relation to this great

Temple of the Lord in Salt Lake City.

From the time that that Temple was de-

dicated, in 1893, up to the year 1899,

there were 475,662 ordinances performed

therein, and for the year 1899, 68,871.

making a grand total of 544,337 ordin-

ances performed in the House of the

Lord for the living and the dead, and

this does not include the work that has
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been done in other temples of God.

Truly it is a great and marvelous work,

and not the least important thing about

it is that these ordinances are all care-

fully recorded in the books and are filed

away in the archives of the Temple, to

be brought forth in due time. From
these records the people who have gone

to that house will be judged. Nothing

that is done in that Temple will be ac-

cepted of the Lord, except

it is properly witnessed and

recorded. The Temple work

is strictly looked after each day, so

that nothing is neglected or omitted,

much to the credit of those who labor

in the Temples. The great work per-

formed in the Salt Lake Temple, has

thus far been accomplished under the

Presidency of our Prophet and Seer,

and we rejoice in it.

I also want to say to you, my breth-

ren and sisters, inasmuch as there is

more or less anxiety at times among
some of the Saints concerning the tith-

ing, that the tithing records of this

Church were never before in such good

condition as they are today. I ask the

Presidents of Stakes and the Bishops of

wards to bear witness with me that the

tithing is most strictly looked after,

and that no mistakes occur, but which
are readily detected. I was going to

say that the "eagle eye" of the Presid-

ing Bishop of this Church, through the

very efficient help that he has, detects

every inaccuracy and every neglect in

the recording of the tithes. The Presid-

ing Bishop is one of the Lord's clerks,

and he of necessity must keep a strict

and careful record. All of the tithing

reports which come from the forty-two

Stakes of Zion, covering Ave hundred
and thirty-eight wards, are carefully

tabulated and filed away in the Bishop's

office, and you would be astonished, if

you went there, to find how readily

you could get any information pertain-

ing to the tithing of this Church. There
is no man, woman or child in this

Church who has paid tithing, but whose
name will be found upon the tithing

records in the Bishop's office and the

office of the First Presidency. It is all

understood, and we are fast coming to

that condition where nothing will be
neglected or wasted. There are losses

that occur in a natural and proper way,
and that cannot be avoided, but the

tithing is most carefully looked after.

I have admired the system that is fol-

lowed in the Presiding Bishop's office.

There is another matter that I would
like to speak of briefly, and that is

this: God has inspired his ser-

vant not only to look after the proper
recording of the tithes of His people,

but also to call for the names of the non-
tithepayers of the Church. This is

something that has never been done be-

fore, so far as I know. A list most
carefully prepared as to names, but not

always as to explanations has been
compiled and furnished the First Presi-

dency of this Church. That action

seems to have come to us through the

inspiration of God, that it shall be
known who are neglectful in the midst
of His people. I do not know that I

am authorized to tell you how many
names there are in it, but I can say
that it is a large book. It was pre-

sented at the Priesthood meeting last

night as a text book to talk upon. Presi-

dent Snow talked from that text, and
Presiding Bishop Preston talked on it.

It was a big text, so large that he could

hardly follow it. There is not a man
or woman in this Church who ought to

pay tithing and who does not, but

whose name is recorded in that great

book. It was designed that in each
case a reason should be given why each

person had not paid tithing. But this

has not been fully done in all cases,

owing no doubt to the fact that this is

the first request of the kind that has
been made of the Bishops of this

Church; but there will be an improve-

ment in this particular hereafter. The
lines are being drawn. It must be
known to the authorities of this Church
and to the people who are faithful and
who are not faithful. God requires it

and it must be recorded, for the rea-

son plainly set forth in the revelation,

that those whose names are not found
recorded in the book of the law of God
shall have no inheritance in Zion in

that day when our eternal inheritances

shall be divided out to us. Therefore
it is a matter of serious importance,
and we appreciate the meaning of the

great text that was given to us in our
Priesthood meeting. I am sure that

those who were present were
deeply impressed by what
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they saw and the instructions
that were given. Notwithstanding this,

I desire to say that if the Latter-day
Saints shall make as much advance-
ment in the year 1900 as they have done
in the year 1899, it will be a bright and
glorious day for Zion. I believe that
God is well pleased with the efforts

that have been made and with the
faithful among His people. There is

one reflection I had concerning the
book of which I have spoken, and that
is, it simply gives the names of non-
tithe-payers in the Church. It does
not give the names of those who have
paid only fifteen per cent of what they
should pay, or twenty per cent, or fifty

per cent, or seventy-five per cent. There
are doubtless many of the people who
only paid a partial tithing, or as

Bishop Preston says, "a little ten per

cent," which he informs us is no ten

per cent at all. Ten per cent is ten

per cent, and a tithing is ten per cent,

neither more nor less. When it is below
that, the view has been held that it is

simply an offering to the Lord. How-
ever these partial payments have been
accepted and recorded among the names
of those who have paid tithing; for

every man and woman in this Church
shall have due credit for what they

do.

I had the permission of the President

of the Church to look through that

book, and I want to give you a very

brief summary of what I found there

as to why many people in this Church
failed to pay their tithing last year.

There are some people who will say:

"Of course there were those among us

who did not pay tithing last year;—
some young men doubtless who have
just come into their majority, or who
have perhaps for the first time earned

a little means and are not acquainted

with this great law of tithing." In

answer to that I want to say that it

is a mistake. There may have been
some such, but there were many High
Priests, Seventies, and Elders, as well

as members of the Lesser Priesthood,

who failed to observe the law in

1899. That is the most astonishing

thing connected with it. And
what is still more curious is some of

the reasons that are given why these

bearers of the Priesthood did not pay

tithing. Let me say that in some cases

no reasons were given at all, which in-

dicated to me that the Bishops of those
wards failed to see those who were
derelict in their duty, failed to talk with
them and get their reason for not pay-
ing tithing, which shows a great neg-
lect. In some cases the reason given
was, carelessness; in others, indiffer-

ence; in others, a lack of faith. A very
large number come under these heads.

One High Priest was not converted to

the principle. I say one; there was
quite a number of High Priests against

whose names the reason eiven was that

they were not converted to the prin-

ciple. In other words, they did not be-

lieve the revelation of God, and yet they

were High Priests in the Church. The
reason given in the case of one Elder
was that he hadn't thought enough
about it to see the necessity of it. Is

it not rather remarkable that we can
find an Elder in this Church who has

not thought enough about the law of

God to see the necessity of obeying it?

I wonder if he thought enough about

the principle of baptism to be baptized,

or about the principle of laying on of

hands to have the hands of the Priest-

hood laid upon him for the reception of

the Holy Ghost? "We learned from
President Cannon last night that the

law of tithing is just as essential and as

saving a principle as the principle of

baptism or the laying on of hands. In

another case an Elder, a member of one
of the Stake boards of the Y. M. M. I.

A., had never paid tithing, so I pre-

sume that he had never been converted.

In the case of several High Priests and
a number of Seventies, the reason given
was that though they were abundantly
able to observe this law, they were not
willing. In the case of a number of

Seventies, the reason given was
that' they did not believe

in paying tithing. I presume
that would probably be the case with all

who wilfully neglected their duty. In

the case of a High Priest, the reason
given was that his wife paid a good
tithing, but he did nothing. There may
be a chance for that brother; his wife
may be able to bring him into the
kingdom. We hope so at least. Here,

brethren and sisters, is a very remark-
able explanation that was offered in
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the case of a Teacher in this Church.

It does not say whether he was an

active Teacher, or an ordained Teacher.

The explanation is that he did not be-

lieve in tithing or in a God. The great

wonder is that he is in the Church at

all. In the case of an Elder, it was ex-

plained that he could not be persuaded

to do anything in a Church capacity.

This is not to be wondered at, for a

man who fails to pay his tithing will

lose the spirit of the work, and if he

persists in that direction, he will apos-

tatize and leave the Church, as sure as

God lives. In the case of an Elder, the

reason was given that he could not

afford to pay tithing. Notwithstanding

one-tenth of his earnings belonged to

the Lord, he could not afford to pay to

the Lord that which belonged to him, so

he appropriated it and made use of it

in other directions. In the case of a

Seventy, it was said that he argued

against the principle, and yet he is a

Seventy in the Church ! In the case of

another, he had no faith in the Gospel!

Here is a very strange explanation

given in the case of a Seventy: It

states that he does not like the Bishop,

consequently he ignores the law of God.

I suppose that because he does not like

the Bishop, he won't be saved. Of one

Elder it was said that he was full of

good intentions for the future. Of course

we have no means of knowing whether

these good intentions may be relied

upon for the future, but we do know
that these good intentions did not lead

him to pay his tithing in the year 1899.

Here is an explanation, which will be

the last I shall give: The Bishop, in re-

ferring to twelve non-tithe payers, says,

"We think some of these would have

paid tithing, had they been aroused im-

mediately before the settlement of

tithing." Well, confession is good for

the soul, and that Bishop confesses that

he failed entirely in his duty in not

visiting these twelve non-tithe payers

and arousing them to their duty. Of

course, the great responsibility rests

first upon the non-tithe payer, but after

that there is a responsibility resting

upon the Bishop and upon the president

of the Stake. They should be familiar

with the people in their Stake and in

the ward who fail to pay tithing, and

they should labor with them and try

to bring them into a condition where
they will keep the commandments of

God. Now, in conclusion I want to bear

testimony to the record that has been

made by one ward in Salt Lake City

—

and perhaps the same may be said of

others, for aught I know; but this ward
has come to my attention through the

Bishop. There were only four non-

tithepayers in that ward, and the ward
paid to this Church something like ten

thousand dollars in tithing. I tell you
I was gratified, and I said to that Bish-

op, The reason to me is very apparent;

you are interested in this matter of

tithing, you are acquainted with your
people. You know every tithe-payer in

your ward, and you know every non-

tithepayer, or you could not tell me that

there were only four, and you are look-

ing after them. The trouble, as shown
by this great report, is that the Bishops

and the authorities have been some-
what derelict in their duty. In many
cases the Bishop could not tell you how
many non-tithepayers there were in his

ward, let alone not being able to tell

you who they were and why they

failed in this duty. Now, brethren and
sisters, if there are in this vast congre-

gation of Israel, or in any of the Stakes,

people whose names appear on the

record that President Snow exhibited to

us, I say it is to your interest to see

to it that your names are taken from
it, and that they appear, instead, in the

book of the law of God, in order that,

in due time, you may receive your eter-

nal inheritance in the kingdom of God;
which is my prayer in the name of

Jesus. Amen.

PRESIDENT JOSEPH F. SMITH.

Importance of (he law of tithing—A source of rev-
enue and a Means of distinguishing (he faithful

from the unfaithful—None should be denied
the privilege of obeying this law.

My beloved brethren and sisters, I

sincerely desire the presence and in-

fluence of the good Spirit during the

few moments that I shall stand before

you. that I may be guided in my re-

marks in wisdom, and that what may
be said may be profitable.

The subject that has been spoken of

this morning is one of vital importance

for the Church of Jesus Christ of Lat-

ter-day Saints, not only to the body


