
DESERET SOADA V SCHOOL UNION. 61

months there are just five boys with-

out hymn books, now I will suppose
myself one of these five boys. The oth-
er fifty-five have their books, I cannot
stand this any longer; I am getting

ashamed of myself. All are beginning to

hold up their hymn books but me and
the other four. I cannot stand it. I

go home and ask my father to give me
ten cents with which to buy a hymn
book. I get one and hold it up next
Sunday with the rest, and then there

are only four now without books. My
brethren and sisters, it is not hard to

do this, but we must persevere; we
must never leave off asking this ques-

tion. Neither must we think that our

labor ends when all bring their hymn
books, if we do the scholars will be-

come discouraged that no one takes

any notice of their books, and they will,

by and by, leave their hymn books at

home again. Before the year is ended

we are in the same fix—the children

have no books with them. We have to

keep constantly at it. The children

are as full of human nature as we are.

They must be noticed, and they

need some encouragement. We Sunday
school workers, the grown up men
and women, like a little encouragement
in our labors, once in a while. So do

the children. They must be noticed and
encouraged in their work as much as we
older ones. God bless you all is my
prayer, in the name of Jesus Christ.

Amen.

ELDER HEBER J. GRANT.

We find on the 137th page in the Doc-

trine and Covenants, the following:

"For my soul delighteth in the song of

the heart, yea, the song of the righteous

is a prayer unto me, and it shall be

answered with a blessing upon their

heads."

I have, all the days of my life, en-

joyed sinking very much. When I was
a little boy ten years of age I joined

a singing class, and the professor told

me that I could never learn to sing.

Some years ago I had my character

read by a phrenologist and he told me
that I could sing, but he said he would

like to be fortv miles away while I

was doing it. (Laughter.) I was prac-

ticing singing a few weeks ago in the

Templeton building-, and the room

where I was doing so was next to that

of a dentist. The people in the hall de-

cided that some one was having his

teeth extracted. (Laughter.) When I

was a little boy Sister Eliza R. Snow
exercised the gift of tongues, and the

interpretation was given by Sister Zina
D. Young; and therein I was promised
that I should be chosen to be one of

the leaders of the Church, and I stand
here tonight in fulfillment of that pre-

diction. All the davs of my life I have
tried to sing "O My Father," written
by Sister Eliza R. Snow. When I was
a child, next to my own mother, no
woman that ever lived took as much in-

terest in me, gave me as much mother-
ly advice or seemed to love me more
than did Sister Snow. I loved her with
all my heart, and loved her hymn, "O
My Father." I remarked some four
months ago to Brother Horace S. En-
sign that I would be willing to spend
four or five months of my spare time
if I could only iearn to sing that one
hymn. He told me that any one could
learn to sing that had perseverance. I

said to him if there was anything that
I had it was perseverance. So I sug-
gested that we sit down and I would
take my first lesson of two hours on that
song. I have been continuing the les-

sons on it ever since. (Laughter.) I

have sung it as high as 115 times in one
day. I have practiced on the "Doxolo-
gy" between three and four hundred
times,and there are only four lines,and I

cannot sing it yet. (Laughter.) I

traveled from Holbrook, Arizona, to St.

John, with Brothers Clawson and Kim-
ball, some months ago, and I sang one
hundred times that day and gave them
nervous prostration. (Laughter.) Now
I tried to sing "O My Father" at Snow-
flake, Arizona, and I only got as far as
the "O," and I did not get that right.

(Laughter.) I have been delighted to-

night with the songs of these little chil-

dren, and I am delighted with the sing-

ing that we have in our Sunday schools.

A few months before Brother Goddard
died I asked him to let me copy the
songs contained in his song book, and I

told him that, though I could not sing,

yet I would read them to the children

and would perpetuate his memory by
reading these songs. He made some
excuse at the time, but shortly before
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he died he presented me with a copy
of his song book, written in his own
hand-writing. I prize it more highly

than money. I would not exchange it

for its weight in gold. I intended to

fulfil my promise, but when I learned,

after five or six weeks of hard study,

and after singing one hymn thousands
of times, to sing a little I decided not

to read these songs to the children, but

to learn to sing them in the Sabbath
schools. Professor Heber S. Goddard
is now teaching me to sing, "Who's on
the Lord's side, Who?" I do not know
how many months it will take him, but
I propose to learn it some day, whether
it takes six months or six years.

(Laughter.) When I do, if I get the op-

portunity, I will sing it here. I make
these remarks because I feel that we
ought to encourage our young people to

learn to sing. From the standpoint of

a singer, I have lost thirty-three years

of my life. I was told. when ten years

old that I could never learn to sing. I

did not learn until forty-three years of

age, and I have spent four or five

months trying to learn to sing the

hymns, "God moves in a mysterious

way," and "O My Father." I have
learned one because of the sentiments

and my love for the author, and the

other because the late President Wil-
ford Woodruff loved it better than any
other hymn in the hymn book. Now all

singers say it is a mistake to speak be-

fore you sing, and therefore if I do not

sing very well it is because I spoke
first. (Laughter.)

Brother Grant here sang two stanzas
of "O My Father."

Now, when Brother Goddard used to

sing, when he got off he would try

again. I have sung this two or

three times with Brother Ensign,
and I know that I am not singing it

right; I have not pitched it right.

Brother Goddard would try sometimes
half a dozen times to pitch a song. I

think I had better try and get this in

a different key. (Laughter).
Brother Grant then sang the conclud-

ing stanzas. (In the same key.)

Now I expect many of you would
like to take a trip of thirty or forty

miles when you leave here. (Laugh-
ter) . Now some people will say Brother
Grant has made an exhibition of him-

self by singing here. I have but one
object tonight in speaking and singing,
and that is to encourage the young men
and young ladies not to waste thirty
or forty years of their lives before un-
dertaking to sing. if I had told the
congregation that I had learned to sing
and had not tried they would not have
believed it; and many do not believe it
now. (Laughter.) But the fact re-
mains that by continued effort one can
learn to sing that has no knowledge
of music whatever, as was the case
with me. I did not know one note
from another, and could barely distin-
guish one tune from another. When
I first began to learn to sing this song
("O My Father") I would get off on
nearly every line, and did not know it.

I have learned to know when I am off.

I have been off two or three times to-
night. (Laughter). I have been
troubled this evening with stage fright
and have been very nervous. I have
sung this song at least twenty times
in this building. Brother Ensign has
been behind me to help me tonight.
Probably next time I will not have this

stage fright.

I want to repeat to the superintend-
ents and teachers that the Lord says
"the song of the heart" is a prayer to

Him and that it shall be answered with
a blessing upon our heads. I have a
song in my home every morning, since
I learned to sing, and I feel that it is a
nice part of the family worship, and I

feel that we can increase the capacity
of our children to sing and to praise

the Lord in the songs of Zion, if we will

only teach them to sing over and over

again. May the Lord bless you, I ask
it in the name of Jesus. Amen.

DR. J. M. TANNER.
"All Sunday School lessons should

have a bearing on the Gospel or its

principles.

We are engaged in the instruction of

something like one hundred thousand
children. When the population of the

Latter-day Saints is taken into consid-

eration, this is unquestionably the
largest organization of children in the

world, and our Sabbath school has its

distinct objects, and, among the aims of

our labors is the cultivation of the
faith of the Latter-day Saints among


