
56 GENERAL. CONFERENCE.

found in the cities, and wreck their lives

and make themselves miserable and
useless in the service of their God. I

feel that the Latter-day Saints ought

to see to it that their sons and daugh-
ters find employment and lodgings in

the Latter-day Saints' homes. And this

is not boycotting either, for the protest-

ants and the Catholics do it, and no

fault is found with them. And we are

just as free as any other people to ad-

vise people what to do, and I do advise

the Latter-day Saints to see to it that

their sons and daughters find employ-
ment or lodgings in the homes of Lat-

ter-day Saints, when they come to the

city to spend the winter or look for

work.
I pray God to bless you and give us

the spirit of this work in which we are
engaged, and help us to do right and
live faithfully before Him, in the name
of Jesus. Amen.
Sister Lucy Grant and the choir sang

"Beautiful City."

ELDER JOHN W. TAYLOR.
Dear brethren and sisters, I would

have preferred to have heard from
Elder Grant the remainder of this

meeting, but he insists that I shall oc-
cupy a portion of the time, and I hum-
bly pray that our heavenly Father will

bless me with the light of His holy
Spirit that I may have something to say
to you that shall be appropriate to the
occasion.

If there is one thing above another
that impresses itself upon my mind at
the present moment, it is the obligation
that is placed upon the Latter-day
Saints to preach the Gospel in all the
world. A short time ago I was in Can-
ada. While the weather looked pleas-
ant, as we were passing along over the
prairie a thunder shower came up be-
fore we reached the village of Cards-
ton. I believe it was a little more se-

vere than anything I ever saw or heard.

During the progress of the storm it

killed eight or ten head of cattle and a
similar number of horses, knocked
senseless Brother Jenson and all hie

family, set his house on fire, killed his

dogs, knocked to pieces a few telegraph

poles and scared everybody pretty near
to death. I was out in the buggy, and
I know what my feelings were. How

easy, I thought, it would be for one of

those bolts of lightning to strike us.

We could see the electricity running
along on the barbed wire as we passed
by a ranch, and a great many places the

lightning struck.

Now, I say to you young men who are

under the sound of my voice, lightning

is going to strike all through this coun-

try. The next day when we were in a
public meeting, getting up a subscrip-

tion to furnish a few farmers with teams
—they having lost theirs during the

storm—I asked the people if they would
not subscribe and give a few cattle and
horses; sufficient were obtained in a
few moments, and arrangements were
made to furnish teams to those who
had lost theirs. Lightning is

going to strike all over this country in

a short time.

In regard to preaching this Gospel,

I will tell you how I look at it. The
Lord said to the Prophet Joseph Smith,

"Go ye into all the world and preach

the Gospel to every creature, to every

nation." He had renewed unto him
the same commission that was given

unto the ancient Apostles. How far

have we obeyed this commandment?
We have spent most of our time in

Scandinavia and in the British isles,

and more recently in the United States.

There are hundreds of millions of peo-

ple that have never heard the Gospel.

How long will it be before the Lord
comes? I don't believe He will ever

come until the sound of this Gospel

goes into all the world, to every crea-

ture. How long will He have to

postpone His coming if we do not make
faster progress than we are making
at the present time?

I feel to continue in the strain of

Elder McMurrin's remarks for a few
minutes, and speak of the Elders of

Israel here at home. I would say to

you, Elders, do not be surprised if you
are called again. President Snow an-
nounced to the Twelve the other day
that he expected them to open up the

doors of the Gospel unto other nations

of the earth where it had not before

been. What does that mean? It

means that where only one of the
Twelve goes there will hundreds

—

possibly thousands—of Elders go.soon-

er or later. While the brethren were
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going over the various nations where
the Gospel had not been preached, they
spoke of Russia, of Prussia and of
Hungary, and they spoke also of Per-
sia and of Austria and of those na-
tions that are in central Europe. Be-
sides, we have all South America,
which is being settled up by the white
races to a very great extent. We have
all of Africa. The Gospel must go to

Africa just as well as to

the white people wherever they
are. We have all of the

numerous nations of India to preach
the Gospel to. And I may say that in

the southern part of Africa today there

are many millions of intelligent people

to whom the Gospel must be preached.

And some of the best families of theLat-
ter-day Saints were gathered from
South Africa in early days. It is true

we are preaching a little in Australia
and in New Zealand, and upon the Pa-
cific Islands, and have made consider-

able progress in those places, but we
have only made a start. That you may
comprehend the importance of doing
our duty in this respect, let me show
you the value that our Lord and Savior
placed upon the preaching of the ever-

lasting Gospel. On one occasion there

were certain young men who had been
faithful in keeping the commandments.
I refer to several of His Apostles. And
they came to Him and they wanted to

get their reward, and He said to Peter,

the Apostle: "Peter, what desirest thou
of me?" And Peter said: "I would that

I might return speedily with Thee into

Thy Father's kingdom." And He asked
John, "What desirest thou?" John an-
swered, "I would that I might tarry

upon the earth to bring souls unto Thee
until Thou comest again in Thy glory."

Then Jesus turned again to Peter and
said, "Blessed art thou Peter, for thou

hast desired a good thing, and it shall

be given unto thee even in accordance

with thy desire." But, turning unto

John He said, "More blessed is my ser-

vant John, because he desires to tarry

upon the earth to bring souls unto me,

and to do a greater work than he has

yet done, and verily, I say unto you, I

will make him a flaming sword of fire

and a ministering angel unto all those

who shall be heirs of salvation to them
that dwell upon the earth, and to you

(referring to Peter) and your brother
James, will I give the keys to minister
unto him," and He committed this min-
istry unto these three men. Here is a
good example, showing that the preach-
ing of the everlasting Gospel was great-
er than to go into the kingdom of our
God and to dwell with Him
with the Father. Why? Is

there any reason given for
this? Yes, we have a reason here
in a revelation given to Oliver Cowdery
through the Prophet Joseph Smith.
The Lord says: "I would have you re-

member how great is the value of
souls in the sight of God." For he
says God so loved the world that He
gave His only begotten Son that who-
soever believeth on Him should not
perish but have everlasting life. And
He says, "If it so be that you labor
all your days preaching repentance un-
to this people and bring save it be one
soul unto my Father's kingdom, how
great will be your joy with that one
soul in the kingdom of my Father; and
if your joy shall be gi'eat with one soul,

how great shall it be if you bring
many!" Here is shown the value our
Father and our God places upon the

souls of of the children of men. Out-
side of proving for the Latter-day
Saints that are at home, and choosing
men of wisdom to guide in the affairs

of His kingdom, there is that great and
mighty work to preach the everlasting

Gospel to all nations, kindreds, tongues

and people; and you are promised your
reward. The Apostle Paul has said:

"Eye hath not seen nor ear heard, nor

hath it entered into the heart of man,
the things which God hath in store for

them that love Him and keep His com-
mandments."
We have been told by Brother Kim-

ball that he saw the soldiers of the

United States marching forth to war
against other nations. It filled him
with a desire to go himself in the

armies of his country. I want to say

to the Elders, there is a music that is

prepared for the Elders of Israel in

preaching the everlasting Gospel; yea,

there is music which is prepared of

God. He says: "I will send my holy

angels before your face to prepare your

way before you. They will be upon

your right and upon your left hand to
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bear you up, and I will go before your
face. The music of the angels is sung
unto those who are in the ministry of

the Lord Jesus Christ.

I heard Elder Golden Kimball say
in the city of Ephraim, Sanpete coun-

ty, that many of the Latter-day
Saints are worrying about their sons

for fear they will never return to the

land of Zion. I would rather have
every son that I have lay down his life

in the ministry of the Lord Jesus Christ

abroad, if it was necessary, than in any
other field of labor that I can possibly

think of, especially if they were labor-

ing under the direction of the Presi-

dency of this Church. But when a man
is in the service of the Lord he is safer

than in any other service. You may
imagine you are safer here at home, at-

tending to your daily avocations, but
when you are in the service of God, our
Eternal Father, all is well with you.

Now, young men, prepare yourselves

to preach the Gospel of repentance unto
the children of men, for the coming of

our Lord Jesus Christ is near at hand,

and it will require renewed diligence on
our part to go forth and fulfill our mis-
sions and be in readiness for the com-
ing of our Savior. He said he would
cut short His work in righteousness. It

is said that He will come as a refiner's

fire and as fuller's soap, to purify the
sons of Levi. We have been reminded
here of the judgments and the miseries

that are coming upon the nations. It

is true as God lives. He says: "I will

burn them, saith the Lord of hosts, by
the brightness of my coming, and I

will leave them neither root nor branch;
yea, all those that are proud and they
that do wickedly shall be as stubble, for

the day that cometh shall burn them
up." Take all those that are proud and
all those that do wickedly from among
the children of men, and there will be

but few men left, and the words of

Jesus Christ will be fulfilled in his

prophecy in the 24th chapter of

Matthew, wherein he says, "as in the

days of Noah so shall it be in the days
of the coming of the Son of Man." How
many men and women were there that

would listen to the Prophet Noah?
There were but few, and I say that to-

day, compared with the inhabitants

that live, but few men will receive the

truth; therefore, be humble and put

away all pride, all vanity and nonsense

of every kind, serve the Lord, and de-

vote yourselves to His service.

I testify to this congregation, that

these men who have gone forth and ful-

filled faithful missions, have not feared

the world nor the things of the world,

but the Lord has led them to the hon-

est in heart, and the honest in heart

have received the testimony of the Holy

Spirit, and the gifts and" blessings have

been poured out upon them as a stream

of living fire, for truly the promise was
made, as said John the Baptist, "Be-

hold I baptize you with water, but

there is one coming after me who will

baptize you with fire and the Holy
Ghost. I have seen when your sons,

the Elders of Israel, have preached the

Gospel, promising the Holy Ghost to

the people if they would repent of their

sins and laid their hands upon their

heads; I have seen people stand up and
prophesy and testify that God lives and

that Jesus Christ is His Son; I have

heard them speak in tongues,and others

have interpreted, not by the power of

man tut by the power of God, and the

signs have followed the believers. I

know that Joseph Smith was a Prophet

of God. I know that Lorenzo Snow has

the inspiration of the Lord, and he is

a Prophet, Seer and Revelator of this

Church to guide us on to salvation; and
I pray that God will bless him and
lengthen out his years upon the earth,

that he may live to see Zion redeemed
from its bondage, and that we may be

blessed and prospered as a people. Jo-

seph Smith gave a definition in regard

to those who understood the Spirit of

God. He said: Show me a man or a
woman who has the Spirit of God
with him or her, and I will show
you a man or woman whose greatest

desire is to build up the Church of God
upon the earth. Is this oui- desire, my
brethren and sisters? I pray that the

Spirit of God may rest upon this con-
gregation, and that Elder Grant may
be filled with the fire of the
Holy Ghost, that He may speak
as a man having authority and not
as the Scribes and the Pharisees,

that he may deliver the word of God
unto us here this afternoon, and I pray
that it may sink into good and honest
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liearts and bring forth fruit to the hon-
or and glory of God. May God bless all

under the sound of my voice. And if

there are any strangers here, I invite

them into the waters of baptism, and
I will promise them that they shall

know that God lives, and that He has
sent us, His people, to gather His Israel

from the four Quarters of the earth,

and that the little stone that Daniel
saw is rolling forth. Daniel said he saw
a stone that was cut out of the moun-
tain without hands, and it rolled forth

and became a great mountain and filled

the whole earth. He spoke of those

Tvho would oppose the progress of this

rock, that they should be as the chaff

•of the summer's threshing floor, and
there should be no place found for

them.
Blessed are the honest in heart.

Blessed are they whose hearts are to

Ijuild up the kingdom of God. My
testimony is, and it will always be, if

you will sustain the authorities of this

Church, God will bless you. If you do

your duty, God will bless you and pros-

per you in the land of Zion. If you
do not do your duty, the Spirit of God
will not be with you, and you will not

"be prospered. I say to the ungodly. Do
not oppose the work of the Lord. It is

not the work of Joseph Smith. It is not

the work of Lorenzo Snow. It is the

work of God, the Heavenly Father. He
can raise up a nation; he can cast it

down. He can raise up an individual,

or he can cast him aside. I say unto

you, my brethren and sisters, the words

of Jesus will be applied unto them in

their fulfillment, Whosoever shall fall

upon this stone shall be broken, but

whomsoever this stone shall fall

upon shall be ground to powder. Show

me a man that has ever lifted up his

hand against the Church of God that

today is prospered in the earth. May
God bless us that we may be as our

fathers, for the building up of the

kingdom of God and for righteousness

and virtue and purity and for the

spread of the principles of righteousness

to the ends of the earth, which is my
prayer in the name of Jesus. Amen.

ELDER HEBER J. GRANT.

I have rejoiced exceedingly in the

confer-ence we have had the privilege

of attending. I have been much pleased
with the remarks that have been made
in this overflow meeting this afternoon;
and trust that the remainder of the
time I may occupy, I may do so

under the inspiration of the Holy Spirit.

I love the Gospel of the Lord Jesus
Christ. I love to minister among the
Latter-day Saints, and have had ex-
quisite joy in this labor, and particular-
ly have I rejoiced that upon some oc-

casions I have been the instrument in

the hands of God in touching the hearts
of those who have grown careless and
negligent in their duties, and they have
seen fit to reform their ways and to be
more diligent in His service than they
have ever been. It requires a con-
stant warfare on the part of every Lat-
ter-day Saint, for him to make a suc-

cess. We cannot measure the work of

God by the things of this world. God
tells us in the Doctrine and Covenants
there is no gift greater than the gift

of salvation. We as Latter-day Saints

have all started out for the gift of sal-

vation, and we should so order our lives

that when we have flnish,ed our work
we shall be worthy to go back into the

presence of our Father, and be worthy
not only to receive "^ exaltation our-

selves, but also to receive our wives
and our children that have been sealed

unto us that we shall possess them.
No amount of testimony, no amount of

knowledge, even knowledge that this is

God's work, will ever save a man so

that he will have his wives and his

children, but the keeping of the com-
mandments of God will entitle him to

that blessing. That is the only way
that they can possess them in the next

world, for those they have will be

taken away, unless they keep the com-
mandments of God.

I wish to call your attention to tht

many failures that have been made be-

cause of failure to keep the command-
ments. The Lord told Oliver Cowdery

and David Whitmer that if they lab-

ored all their lives in brin^in": but one

soul to the knowledge of God they

should have great joy. Notwithstanding

this revelation, these men did not re-

main faithful, notwithstanding these

men saw the angel of God; notwith-

standing they gave their testimony to

the Book of Mormon, in which they de-


