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sin with the least degree of allowance;
"Nevertheless, he that repents and

does the commandments of the Lord
shall be forgiven;
"And he that repents not, from him

shall be taken even the light which he
has received, for my Spirit shall not
always strive with man, saith the Lord
of Hosts."
"Search these commandments, for

they are true and faithful, and the
prophecies and promises which are in
them shall all be fulfilled.

"What I the Lord have spoken, I

have spoken, and I excuse not myself;
and though the heavens and the earth
pass way, my word shall not pass
away, but shall all be fulfilled, whether
by mine own voice or by the voice of

my servants, it is the same;
"For behold, and lo, the Lord is G-od,

and the Spirit beareth record, and the
record is true, and the truth abideth
forever and ever."

As Latter-day Saints we are told to

search these commandments, for they

are true and faithful.

My friends, my brethren and my sis-

ters, I leave with you my testimony

that God lives, that Jesus is the Christ,

that Joseph Smith was a Prophet of

God. I leave with you my testimony

that only by keeping the command-
ments of God will you be saved. I say
unto you, be honest with God. Never
make a dollar in the world but you pay
your tithing on it. Observe the Word
of Wisdom. Keep the commandments
of Almighty God, and you will be

raved. In bidding you good-bye to go
to a foreign land to preach the Gospel,

I wish to go with your faith. I desire

to be remembered in your homes night
and morning. I love the Latter-day
Saints. I love to labor for the ad-
vancement of the kingdom of God. 1

know that He lives. I have reached
out my hand and plucked the fruit of

the Gospel, and I know that the Gospel
tree is alive and bears fruit. I de-

light to labor for the spread of the Gos-
pel, and I thank God for the privilege

of going to introduce the Gospel to a
nation that has been in darkness. I

bope and pray that in the providence
of God there is a great labor to be ac-

complished. I pray in humility that 1

may go forth with the faith and the

prayers of the Saints to accomplish all

that God desires I should do. I leave

my blessing with the Latter-day Saints,

and I do it in the name of Jesus Christ.

Amen.

The choir sang;

Zion stands with hills surrounded.
Zion, kept by power divine;

All her foes shall be confounded.
Though the world in arms combine.

Benediction by Elder Jonathan G.
Kimball.

AFTERNOON SESSION.
The choir and congregation sang

the hymn which begins:

"Our God we raise to Thee,
Thanks for Thy blessings free."

Prayer was offered by Elder Angus
M. Cannon.
Singing by the choir:

"Softly beams the sacred dawning.
Of the great millennial morn,

And to Saints gives welcome warning,
That the day is hastning on."

ELDER GEORGE TEASDALE.
The world seems to prefer falaehood to truth—

The testimony of Jesus—Necessity for moial
courage— Tie law of tithing—The Saints a
loyal people.

I have rejoiced exceedingly at this

Conference in the testimony of my
brethren, and I have thought. What
are the people of the world think-
ing of? Have they eyes, but see.

not; ears, but hear not; and hearts,

but understand not? I wonder
why it is that the inhabitants
of the earth prefer falsehood to light

and truth. I remember that, in England,
they had a play at one of the theaters,
called "The Danites"—a most infamous
thing, calculated to prejudice the minds
of the people against the unpopular
Latter-day Saints. I noticed the other
day that in the refined, aristocratic city

of Boston they are enjoying a play
termed "The Mormon Wife." Is any-
body justified in rejecting the truth
because of the scandals circulated
against the Latter-day Saints? I under-
stand that all men and women are
their own agents; and I do not know
a worse degree of slavery than to be
afraid to think for yourself and speak
what you believe. I wonder how many
of this congregation would be present
today if the Latter-day Saints had been
moral cowards. But they are men and
women who desire to think for them-
selves. Many were raised in the pop-
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ular religions of tlie day, and came
out of them and tooli up the cross of

Christ.by obeying the doctrine of Christ
as taught in His Church. They turned
from the worship of the unknown God
to the worship of the true and living

God. They acknowledged the atone-

ment of Christ, repented of their sins,

were buried with Christ in baptism,
thereby obtaining the efficacy of the

sanctifying power of the precious blood

of Christ, and received the Holy Ghost,
through the laying on of hands.

Every Conference where the Twelve
Apostles have been they have
borne their testimony that they know
Joseph Smith was a true Prophet sent
of God. How do they know It? Be-
cause they have accepted the doctrine
of the Savior, taught by His authority.

"We bear testimony that the authority
of God is restored to the earth. The
Priesthood of Melchisedek, after the

order of the Son of God, and the Priest-

hood after the order of Aaron have
been restored; and the Gospel is be-
ing preached in all the world for a wit-

ness, by divine authority. The word
of the Lord is unto all people. Repent
and be baptized, and obgy the Gospel,
worship the living and the true God,
and you shall have a living witness that

He lives, and that Jesus is the Christ.

That was the message which came unto
me years ago. I accepted it. I sought
the Lord, and He answered me; and
from the day I obeyed this Gospel down
to the present time I have had a living

witness concerning the truth of this

work.

Now, what is the use of being an
idolater? What is the use of being led

by priestcraft and false tradition?

TVhat will be the outcome of all such,

\vhen men have the opportunity to obey
the Gospel of the Lord Jesus Christ, to

become the children of the Father by
adoption, and to be taught of Him? Our
beloved brother, John W. Taylor, this

morning spoke of the necessity of reve-

lation. Why, "the things of God know-
eth no man, but the Spirit of God."
"Neither knoweth any man the Father,

save the Son, and he to whomsoever
the Son will reveal Him." "I am not

ashamed of the Gospel of Christ," said

the ancient Apostle, "for it is the pow-
er of God unto salvation. * • For

therein is the righteousness of God re-

vealed from faith to faith." If it were
essential for Peter to have a revela-

tion from Almighty God to know that

Jesus was the Christ, is it not essential

that every man and woman should have

the same opportunity, we all being the

children of God, and He being no re-

specter of persons? I often wonder

what excuse men and women will give

the Almighty when they pass behind

the vail, who have lived in the midst

of the Latter-day Saints, who have

heard the doctrine of Christ as

taught by the Latter-day Saints, and

have seen the temples of God, in which

the ordinances of the Gospel are per-

formed for the living and the dead by

the authority of God and the power of

an everlasting priesthood. My friends,

what excuse are you going to give to

the Almighty? His ears are open to

your cry, as they have been to ours, if

you are honest and desire to know the

truth. The Lord has said. Look unto

me. What is to hinder you from doing

so? "If any of you lack wisdom, let

him ask of God, that giveth to all men
liberally, and upbraideth not; and it

shall be given him." Is it possible that

you have no faith in the living and true

God, your Creator, and in the principle

of revelation? If so, it is a bad condi-

tion to be in. That is my private opin-

ion, publicly expressed. I am afraid it

is like I once heard a gentleman say in

Virginia. We had been preaching the

Gospel and bearing a faithful testimony

to the people, under the power and in-

fluence of the Holy Spirit; and at the

close a gentleman said, "There is no
doubt that these men have the scrip-

tures on their side, but it would never

do to belong to them, for they are so

dreadfully unpopular." But what ex-

cuse will you give to the Lord for not

receiving the message of the Gospel

that we declare unto you? Will you say

that you were moral cowards?

We want no cowards in our band
Who will their colors fly;

We call for valiant-hearted men.
Who are not afraid to die.

Do you not sing that? Are they not

your sentiments? If not, how came you
to be Latter-day Saints? When I heard

this Gospel it was threatenings, threat-

enings all the time. I was told what
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calamities would come upon me, and

maybe death, if I associated with these

unpopular people. Thank God for the

courage He gave me to embrace the

Gospel, contrary to the counsel of all

my friends! Why, our Master was un-

popular. He was an innovator, be-

cause He told the truth; and we are

innovators, because we tell the truth.

Our testimony is true, and those who
accept the Gospel at our hands bear

witness that it is true, because they re-

ceive the recompense of reward. No
man ever embraced the Gospel of

Christ with a broken heart and con-

trite spirit, and lived its principles,

who was disappointed or found fault

with it; but the closer he lived to its

principles the more of the power of God
he had.

Now, our beloved brother, George Q.

Cannon, is lying sick unto death per.

haps. He is an object lesson to the

nations. He has traveled extensive-

ly. He took these glad tidings of great

joy to the house of Israel in the Sand-

wich Islands. He went down "below

all things." Then he has represented

the people in the halls of Congress. And
no man or woman could ever say of

George Q. Cannon that he was any-
thing but a gentleman. Take all our
leaders—^President Joseph Smith,

President Brigham Young, President

John Taylor, President Wilford Wood-
ruff, President Lorenzo Snow—and they

are the highest type of intelligence;

men who have known no fear. God has
given them a testimony, and that testi-

mony is before the world. Because the

people are unpopular is no excuse foi

not embracing the Gospel. The Lord
Jesus Christ said, "In me ye shall have
peace; but in the world, tribulation."

We have had plenty of tribulation; but
the Lord has sustained us through it all

the time. I know He has sustained me
in my weakness, and has made me
strong when I have been weak. He has
come to my aid and enabled me to

discharge my duty. So with my breth-

ren. I remember, in 1868. when I was
called upon a mission to the British

Isles, I had an impression that I would
niver return. I remember speaking to

President Heber C. Kimball. He made
some remark to me, and said. "Boy,

do you hear that?" I said. "Yes, sir."

"Well," he said, " I want you to re-

member it, for you will not see me
again." That confirmed the Impression

I had, (I never thought of him dy-

ing), and the agony I passed through
when I left my wife and three chil-

dren to go on that mission, no
man knows, except he has gone through
it himself; but by the grace of

God I was enabled to say, "It does not
matter to me whether I ever come back
or not; the Lord has called me on this

mission, and by His grace I am going
to fulfill it." I never could have done it

only by the grace of God, and to Him
be all the glory. In other circum-
stances and at other times, when my
life has been in danger. He has sus-

tained me so that I did not fiinch.

Glory be to Him, not to His weak, un-
worthy servant!

These are evidences to me that it is

the Lord's work, and no man-made
system. It is the "Marvelous work and
a wonder" that is being performed by
our Father in heaven. All glory to His
holy name that we have the privilege

of being associated with it! I am
thankful beyond expression. Our lead-

ers are just men, upright and honest
men. They are devoted to the estab-

lishment of the righteousness of God
upon the earth. They are natural gen-

tlemen and gentlewomen, who have the

spirit of this work, and who labor for

the accomplishment of the purposes of

the Almighty, that His righteousness
may be established upon the earth. O
my beloved brethren and sisters, how
much we owe to our Father in heaven,

that in our lowly condition He brought
us to these glorious vales of the moun-
tains, as predicted by the Psalmist:

"O that men would praise the Lord
for his goodness, and for his wonderful
works to the children of men!
"Let the redeemed of the Lord say

so, whom He hath redeemed from the
hand of the enemy;
"And gathered them out of the lands

from the east, and from the west, from
the north, and from the south."

Just think of it! that we should live

to fulfil that, and to be associated witn

this "marvelous work and a wonder."

Then there are so many opportunities

given unto us to assist in this work.

There is plenty of room for all, male
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and female, who desire to labor for the

glory of God. But the Lord has said

that those who assist in this work
should be full of love, having faith,

hope and charity, being temperate
in all things, trusting in the Lord, and
doing good.

I have noticed that since we have been
more faithful in the payment of our
tithes and offerings the Spirit of the
Lord has increased in the hearts of the

people. This is a very light thing that
He requires of us—one in ten. I some-
times ask a little boy, if his father
should give him ten apples and then
ask for one-tenth to be returned to him,
how many would he give. "Why- one, he
says. Then do you mean to tell me that
grown people do not know what a
tenth means? "Of all that thou shalt
give me," said Jacob of old, "I will sure-
ly give the tenth unto thee." Are we
doing it? If we are not, what is our
justification? The Lord requires it of
the widow as of the millionaire. He re-
quires of His people one-tenth of all that
He blesses them with, and also that
they should be considerate to the widow
and the fatherless. "Pure religion and
undeflled before God and the Father is

this. To visit the fatherless and widows
in their affliction, and to keep himself
unspotted from the world." We have
nothing to do with the world, except to
preach the Gospel to them. When you
desire to pattern after the world and
come under their influence and domin-
ion, you are on the wrong side. "Come
out of her, my people, that ye be not
partakers of her sins, and that ye re-
ceive not of her plagues," Do we want
to be plagued? Do we want to be con-
sumed with the brightness of the com-
ing of the Son of God? The Lord hath
said that those who are tithed shall not
be burned at His coming. Those that
rob Him in tithes and offerings shall

become as ashes under his feet. Do you
want to be in that condition?

I would like to encourage all men to

be kind to themselves, and to worship
the living and true God. Come out of

your broken cisterns, that hold no wa-
ter; cease your idolatrous practices and
the worship of an imaginary God, with-
out body, parts or passions; and come
to the light of the glorious Gospel of the
Son of God. We have done this.

and I tell you it is glorious.

There is nothing under the hea-
vens more valuable than the
fellowship of the Spirit of God. Do you
not want it? Humble yourselves be-

fore the Lord. "Blessed are the meek,
for they shall inherit the earth.
Blessed are they that hunger and
thirst after righteousness; for they shall

be filled." The Lord has made it pos-
sible for us to assist in the estabhsli-

ment of His righteousness upon the

earth, and to enjoy the pure happiness
there is in the practice of righteous-

ness. There is nothing that gives great-

er happiness than the doing of the will

of God. And who is to judge us? Who
can tell whether we have these princi-

ples or whether we have not? Only
those who embrace them; only those
who hear the word of God and do it. That
is the only way in which you can ob-

tain a testimony. I am frequently

asked why it is that tourists and visi-

tors to this city cannot go into the

temple of the Lord; for they are so

curious to know what is done there.

Why, you can all obtain admission into

that temple. How? By obeying the

Gospel, worshipping the living and true

God and being worthy, through keep-

ing His commandments, to enter there.

What is it you do there? We perform
ordinances for the living and the dead,

we learn the ways of the Lord. It is

all summed up In the covenant we made
when we went down into the waters

of baptism, that we would serve God
and keep His commandments. That
covenant covers all our after life. Then
we should be what we profess. I say

to our friends. Repent, and obey the

Gospel; for Jesus Christ became the

author of eternal salvation to all that

obey him. It is decreed in the heaven
of heavens that you must be born
again. You must be born of water and
of the Spirit, and you must be adopted

into the Church of Christ by His au-

thority. This is not difficult to under-

stand, if you want to understand it. I

knew a man who was engaged in the

Liverpool office of the Church for

twenty or thirty years, but never

embraced the Gospel. He would
talk about it, but never seemed
to sense the necessity of doing
the will of the Father. Well, I sup-
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pose there are reasons why some people
reject the Gospel, and why others ac-

cept it. But those who accept it cer-

tainly have the advantage, to the glory

of God our eternal Father. We love

Him. We are not hypocrites. We do
not teach false doctrine. We do not be-

guile the people. At the same time we
sustain our government, though we
have been accused of not doing th:s. I

think when a people are willing to give
up one of the highest and most holy of

their principles at the dictation of the
government, it bears a testimony that
cannot be impeached. More than that,

when the government wanted our boys
to help them defend or subdue, they
were on hand. We believe in the gov-
ernment; we believe in the Constitu-
tion. Our lawyers, if they want to be
loyal to God, should stand by that
Constitution. Let this be a State that
is under the blessing of God, and a firm
supporter of the Constitution, that we
may be an example to all people in jus-
tice, truth, righteousness, and the pro-
tection of life and property. The Lord
did not inspire the fathers that wrote
the Constitution for nothing. He knew
that He was going to establish His
Church upon this land. Had the inhab-
itants of this land stood by that Con-
stitution, the nation today would be
much more prosperous than it is. The
Lord has said that those who love Him
and keep His commandments shall
prosper, and it is the same with na-
tions as with individuals.
My beloved brethren and sisters, I

praise the Lord that I have the privi-
lege of being with you, an Elder in the
Church, having a living testimony con-
cerning this work. I love my associ-
ates. We know the value of President
Snow. Ten years he presided over the
quorum of Apostles. He schooled us,
and made us better men through his
glorious administration. If you Latter-
day Saints will listen to the voice of
the Lord, I will promise you, in the
name of my Master, that you shall
prosper in the land, your enemies shall
never overcome you, and you shall be
able to establish the righteousness of
God in the earth, to the glory of the
Father, through Jesus Christ. Amen.

ELDER JOHN HENRT SMITH.

Failure to fulfil the law is in the nature of a re-
volt—The way of deliTerance and prosperity

—

Necessity of self-examination.

Thus far in the conference the breth-

ren who have spoken have received a

most liberal portion of the Holy Spirit,

and some absofbing thought has been

expressed by each one, which has af-

forded food for reflection. The wit-

ness of the Spirit has followed their

utterances. The manifest strength of

President Snow in the opening of the

conference, the clearness of his voice,

the fulness of his words, gave to every

person present an assurance that the

head of this great organization, (the

Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day

Saints), was receiving help from the

proper source. As each one of the

brethren has taken his place upon this

platform and "-given utterance to the

words suggested by the Spirit of the

Lord, there has been a renewal of that

Spirit which rested upon our chief as

he placed before us his thoughts, and
congratulated the people upon the

measure of improvement that had been

exhibited in their efforts to apply in a
practical way the principles of the

Gospel.

The words of truth as they have
fallen from the lips of our brethren

have pointed out very clearly to our

minds the fact that our Father was not

afraid to tell us the truth, to give us

credit for the efforts we have legitim-

ately made, and to clearly expose to

our own view our lack of fidelity and
faithfulness in the performance of our

part. The Spirit has portrayed before

our minds the necessity that exists for

testing each one of us. We have been
informed that there are many who have
been registered with the Latter-day

Saints through the waters of baptism,

and in many instances have been or-

dained to the Priesthood and been made
partakers of the various callings and
obligations that attach thereto, have
been unmindful of their sacred coven-

ants.

It has not been the weakness
of the flesh alone that has stood

in the way of their development.
All of us are possessed of many weak-
nesses: we have received an assur-


