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relatives; for our people are not as

appreciative as they ought to be, or

at least they have not been. I admire

our young people that have learned

to sing- the songs of Zion. I stood on

that street in Los Angeles, referred to

by Brother Nye, and listened to our

young men preach. It was the first

time in all my labors I had ever heard

an Elder preach upon the streets. And
when I asked two Elders why they did

not commence, they said, "We are un-

able to begin our meeting until the

other Elders come, for we cannot

sing." No meetings can be held in

California upon the streets unless the

Elders can sing. It is, in fact, the key

to the situation. Lots of men can

sing that are mighty poor preachers.

Judgment comes with age, as a rule,

not always. We young men that have
responsibilities placed upon us often-

times have a great deal of courage,

but may lack judgment. The point I

want to get at is this: we must have

some very brave and courageous men.
Apostle Grant with the assistants that

will go with him, may open up a mis-

sion in Japan. Some Apostle may be

sent to Russia, to open the door in

that great nation, and it may be the

privilege of some of us to go and get

killed after the doors are opened. The
Gospel will never be preached to every

nation, kindred, tongue and people

without lives being lost, nor without
your eating "the bread of adversity
and drinking the water of affiiction."

And we may not all be successful, but
when a man is willing to lay down his

life, and takes his life in his hands and
labors for the kingdom of God, he can
do no more. He might make mistakes,

and he might err In judgment. David,

that boy as he was, went out and
killed Goliath. If he had not all Israel

would have pointed the finger of scorn

at David. Dewey succeeded; but had
Dewey failed, he would have been in

ignominy and disgrace before the

American people. So I wonder if it is

only the man that succeeds that gets

the praise. I have heard or read of a
man that went to the World's Parlia-

ment of Religions. He did not

succeed, because they would not

hear him. I read of another

man that went to Congress, and

,
it took 7,000,000 signatures to get rid of

him. And I tell you that great good
will come out of it. I admire courage
and bravery as well as judgment and
wisdom. We have to have brave men
and courageous men, and we young
men have to learn, and the only way
we can learn is by trying, like Brother
Grant. My heart swelled within me
when I heard him sing today. My
heart swelled with joy when I heard
him sing at President Snow's birthday
party, for I knew he sang with the
Splut of God; and the Lord will an-
swer his prayers for he has an object
in view. And I know what that object
iy, and it is a righteous object.

As lOng as a man has a righteous ob-
ject he has a right to make an effort;

and if he makes any mistakes, it is my
duty to reach out to him my hand,
even the hand of charity. And if you
Latter-day Saints do not do it. and
some of us young men fail because of
your severe criticisms and your unkind
statements, God will hold you responsi-
ble. We have seen men handled be-
cause they waded into mysteries, and,
of course, it was proper and right
when they waded into mysteries and
preached false doctrines that they
should be handled. I can see the
righteousness of it, but I wonder if any
man has ever been handled in the
kingdom of God for not knowing any-
tnmg. I am in favor of some of them
being handled right away. I pray the
Lord to bless you. Amen.

ELDER HEBER J. GRANT.

Brother Taylor desires that, inasmuch
as I am about to leave for a foreign
country, and this is about the last

chance I will have to meet with the

Saints for many years, that I should
occupy the rest of the time. I would
have been perfectly willing to divide the
time with him, because a person can
bear a testimony at any time in a very
few minutes, and the only thing I in-

tended tj do today was simply to bear
my testimony and leave it with you
before departing upon my mission.

I regret that I failed in my object
lesson. I would have been glad had I

been able to sing that song through
without a mistake. I have only sung
it through five times today without a
mistake, but when I tried it the sixth
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time I got an error in it. But I haven't

got over my nervousness when stand-

ing before the assembled people to sing.

I suppose the reason is, I don't know
"where I am at." I am lilce a boat

without a rudder, so to speak, when I

try to sing. To give you an illustra-

tion: I was a short time ago at a

dinner party at Brother Cannon's and

one of the people present requested me
to sing "O, My Father," and simul-

taneously another one of the company
asked me to sing, "God moves in a

mysterious way." I asked Sister Snow
if she would kindly play that in the

key of F. She had heard one of the

parties ask me to sing one piece and I

had iieard the other ask me for the

other one, and she played "O, My Fath-

er," and I sang "God moves in a mys-

terious way." As good fortune would

have it, the first three notes of these

songs are identically the same, and

Sister Snow discovered what I was
trying to do, and therefore played,

"Gcd moves in a mysterious way," and
we got through all right. I thought the

music sounded a little .strange, although

I had heard it a great many times be-

fore; but it hadn't made any such im-

pression upon me that I was able to

tell ti;e difference.

I 1 ave a letter clear from the Philip-

pine Islands, in which I was told,

among other things, "Don't try to

sing." The writer says: "I am in earn-

est." He is one of my nearest friends

too, Major Young; in fact, he and I

grew up together, almost. And he tells

his reason he says, "Because you will

be subjected to ridicule, and there will

be a great deal of criticism." I have
had a great many of my friends come
to me and beg me not to sing. Six

months ago one of my fellow Apostles

said to me, "Come in, Heber. but don't

sing." The same Apostle last night

asked me to sing "God moves in a mys-
terious way," and after I got through
complimented me upon it. I said after-

ward, "I noted your remarks in the

Priesthood meeting, when you told men
who had been ordained to the office of

Patriarch, that they could not enjoy

the spirit of the ofHce unless they gave
patriarchial blessings; and now," said

I. "if you will tell me how I will learn

to sing without singing, I will thank

you." He said, "Sing every chance
you get. Brother Grant, but do your
first singing down in Mexico or Arizona
or somewhere a long way off." I said,

"I have already tried that," and I have
tried it at home, and I sang this same
song the other night at home. But I

will never learn to sing before a large

audience until I try. I prop-se to sing

the "Holy City" in the big Tabernacle
before I get through with it, and I pro-

pose to sing it without a mistake. I

do not say this boastingly, because I

believe what Alma of old said, in the

29th chapter of his book, that "God
granteth unto men according to their

desires, whether they be for good or for

evil, for joy or remorse of conscience."

I desire to sing, and I expect to work
at it and to stay right with it until I

learn. The most I ever worked was to

sing 400 songs in four days; that is the
biggest amount of work I have ever
done in the singing line. There are a
great many people that can learn to

sing very easily. When I started to

learn to sing it took me four months
to learn a couple of simple hymns and
recently I learned one in three hours by
the watch and then sang it without a
mistake.

"That which we persist in doing be-
comes easier for us to do; not that the
nature of the thing itself is changed,
but that our power to do is increased."
I propose to keep at it until my power
to do is increased to the extent that I

can sing the songs of Zion. Nobody
knows the joy I have taken in

standing up in the Tabernacle and
other places and joining in the singing,

because it used to be a perfect annoy-
ance to me to try ai)d to fail, besides
annoying those around me; because I

would sing, because I loved the words
of the songs of Zion.

I am very sorry now for having per-
secuted people as I used to. In our
meetings in the Temple the brethren
would say "That is as impossible as it

is for Brother Grant to carry a tune,"

and that settled it; everybody ac-

knowledged that was one of the im-
possibilities. I believe what the Lord
says, "My soul delighteth in the song
of the heart, yea, the song of the
righteous is a prayer unto me, and it

shall be answered with a blessing upon
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their head." I desire to serve the Lord,
and pray unto him in the songs of Zion;
and I Icnow that it produces a good in-

fluence.

Now I wish to say something on an-
other subject. In the providences of the

Lord I may be one of those that Brother
Kimball referred to; I may go to Japan
and never come baclc. I have never
been guilty, I believe, of preaching be-

yond the prescribed time of two hours,

only when I have been out in Mexico,

or so far away from home that they

didn't see me very often. Why? Be-
cause I knew how they would go out

and complain about it. But as this

will be the last chance to speak to you
for a few years, I desire to say a few
words more. I give you fair warning.

I am going to talk as long as I want to,

and there are lots of doors, and any-
body that gets tired can go out and it

won't hurt my feelings at all.

I rejoice in the Gospel, I rejoice in

the rich outpourings of the Holy Spirit

that have been given in the instructions

imparted during this conference. I re-

joice with Brother Kimball, that every

Latter-day Saint, every humble son

and daughter of God that has embraced
the Gospel and become a member of the

Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day

Saints has received the witness of the

Holy Spirit, that the gift of tongues, the

gift of prophecy, of healing, and other

gifts and blessings, are found in the

Church, and are not confined to men
that hold responsible positions in the

Church. I have listened to some of the

most spirited, and able, and some
of the finest sermons of my life from
men who held no oflicial position. I

remember in the Thirteenth ward lis-

tening to a very gifted sermon by a
finely educated man who had a mar-
velous command of language. After-

wards Brother Millen Atwood, who at

that time was not holding any posi-

tion of an oflicial character, stood up

as a home missionary in that ward,

and if that man had been hired to mur-
der the Queen's English he couldn't

have done it more perfectly. I had
just been studying grammar, and, there-

fore, it grated on my ears, as I sup-

pose my singing would grate upon the

ears of a person that understood fine

music. But my heart was touched, and

tears welled up in my eyes because of
the rich outpourings of the Holy Spirit

UtjCr, that man, and there was an im-
pression made upon my heart of the di-

vinity of this work and the fact that
Joseph Smith is a Prophet of God that

to this day 1 hSL\e not forgotten. It is

not position, it is not education that
gives the Spirit of God; but it is keep-
ing the commandments of Almighty
Geo and being lowly in heart and desir-

ing to fulflll the commandments of God
in our daily walk and conversation. I

bear witness to you here today that no
nian has ever fallen in this Church, and
no man ever will fall in this Church,

who is honest in his heart, honest in

the payment of his tithes and offer-

ings, who obeys the "Word of Wisdom,
who attends to his family pray-

ers and his secret prayers, and
who attends to his quorum meetings;

no man will fall who Is doing his duty
in this Church. But Satan has power
over those who become selfish and sor-

did and set their hearts upon the things

of this earth and tail to render thanks
in all things unto God.

X bear testimony to you today that

God lives; that I know that Jesus is

the Christ; that I know that Joseph

Smith was a Prophet of the true and
living God; that I know that we will

li^'e forever if we keep the command-
ments of God. I know that we have
Apostles, Prophets, Patriarchs or

Evangelists in the Church. I know that

they have the inspiration of their oflilces

and callings. I know that the Gospel

tree is alive, that fruit grows upon the

tree, as I have reached out my hand
and plucked the fruit thereof, and have
eaten it. I have sat by the death-bed

of my last living son, a boy upon
whom I had set my heart and whom I

expected to grow up and labor for the

interests of God's kingdom; standing

up, as it were, in my place; I have
seen that child die without shedding a
tear, and I know that the comforting
Spirit from God was in my home when
1 saw him die. I love God and I love

the Latter-day Saints, and I ask for

your prayers in my behalf during my
absence. May God grant His blessings

upon us at all times, I ask in the name
of Jesus. Amen.


