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will withdraw His fellowship from,
and they will go into darkness. Hea-
ven bless you, my brethren and sisters,

in the name of Jesus Christ. Amen.

The choir and congregation sang.

How firm a foundation, ye Saints of the
Lord,

Is laid for your faith in His excellent
word!

Benediction by Elder Angus M. Can-
non.

SECOND DAY.

Oct. 5, 10 a. m.
The choir and congregation sang the

hymn which commences:

Come, come, ye Saints, no toil nor la-
bor fear,

But witli joy wend j'our way.

Prayer was offered b Elder Lewis
W. Shurtliff.

The choir sang:

Come, dearest Lord, descend and dwell,
By faith and love, in every breast.
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Conferences a blessing to the Saints—The people
should be true to their obligations—Advan-
tages of a progressive course—Importance of
keeping records.

I earnestly ask an interest in your
faith and prayers, that the few mo-
ments I shall occupy this stand I may
be heard by you and be able to say
something that will be for our mutual
benefit. I was very much interested

yesterday in the proceedings of our
conference. I enjoyed the remarks
made by our brethren, and felt that

they were dictated by the Spirit of

God. It is pleasant to come together

upon these occasions to receive instruc-

tion and to be strengthened in our holy
faith.

The Lord instituted these gatherings
of the Saints, and they have proved
a great blessing to the people. The Is-

raelites of old were commanded once

a year to go up to Jerusalem, to wor-
ship at the temple; and this was a po-

tent means to keep the people united.

It cemented them together, and they
renewed old acquaintances. When Jero-

boam rebelled, and the ten tribes separ-
ated from the government of Reho-
boam, he saw the danger in having
the people come together at Jerusalem,
and so he forbade this, and raised

strange altars for his people at Bethel

and other places. He did not want the

people to go to Jerusalem to worship
there, because he felt that his govern-

ment would not be so stable. The
Lord, in ordering these gatherings and
likewise the quarterly conferences in

the Stakes, has done it for the good of

His people. The people come together,

mellowed in their feelings, listen to

the servants of God, renew old ac-

quaintances, and are strengthened in

the brotherhood to which they belong.

I know many who make it a point to

attend these conferences, and they feel

well paid for doing so. They would feel

bad if they were not able to come here

and drink in the spirit of the confer-

ence.

President Smith yesterday gave us

warning against many dangers that

surround us, and the brethren

have alluded to these. They are

seasonable topics. We should study

ourselves and the high position that

we occupy. We profess to be Latter-

day Saints, and to be a Latter-day

Saint in spirit and in truth means to

walk uprightly before the Lord, and
to shape our course here below so that

we may obtain eternal life. The world
knows what is meant by being a Lat-

ter-day Saint, and if they see that we
act in a way different from what a

Latter-day Saint should act, they put

us down as hypocrites; and justly so.

Professing to be Latter-day Saints does

not make us Latter-day Saints. It

takes watching and praying, a contin-

ual examination of ourselves, to live

the lives of Saints. We have hoisted

the flag of Zion; we are sailing under
it. Let us be true to it. Let us be true

to the professions we are making, and
show the world that not only in word
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and profession are we such, but in

our works also. Let us study the word
of God, and give heed unto it, whether
it be written or given orally through
His servants. How thankful we are

that the Lord has spoken unto men in

our day; that we are not dependent on
the written word alone, but that we
have the living oracles with us. We are

thankful that the word of God has come
down through the many centuries as
pure as it has. Of all people upon the
earth, we have the strongest reason to

believe in the scriptures. We have not
only the evidences of their truth which
we obtain from the scriptures them-
selves—and their internal evidences,
such as prophecies and historical truths,

appeal strongly to us, but we have also
other evidences that the world rejects.

We have the Book of Mormon, in which
are many extracts from the prophe-
cies that are contained in the Bible.
With but little change many of the pro-
phecies of Isaiah, together with those
of other prophets, have come down to
us in the Book of Mormon and
this fact gives us additional
evidence of the truth of the Bible. We
want to make ourselves familiar with
the Bible, the Book of Mormon, and
the Book of Doctrine and Covenants,
and prepare ourselves to receive more
of the word of God. Whenever the
Lord has had a dispensation upon the
earth, He has always favored His peo-
ple with His word and win. He has
not let His people wander in the dark,
but has revealed himself unto them.
Whenever revelation has not been giv-
en, men have perished spiritually. The
wise man of old said: "Where there is

no vision the people perish."

Revelation is necessary for the guid-
ance of the people of God. President
Woodruff used to say that we could
not exist as a Church one day without
revelation from God. We are depend-
ent upon it, and we cannot do without
it. Our adversary wants us to believe
that it is not needed, and I have often
thought how strange it was that he
could make the people who believe in

Christ and the scriptures satisfied with
a condition of things wherein the hea-
vens were closed unto men. Professed
followers of Christ have been willing

to defend that idea, and to declare that

those who believed in the necessity of

revelation were mistaken and in ac-

cepting more revelation from God we
are subject to the curse pronounced by
John upon all who should add unto his

book. I believe as firmly now as he
did then that any man who should of

himself add to the word of God would
be subjected to the curse, that he pro-

nounces, for no man has a right to do
that; but John never meant to convey
the idea that the Lord had not the

right to give further revelation. He
showed by his own course that he did

not mean that; for after he had writ-

ten these words which are so often

quoted against new revelation, he wrote
th«,t beautiful gospel which goes by his

name, and which contains so many
precious things. The Lord is not limit-

ed in any such way.
From the days of Moses until the days

of the Apostles, He gave revelations,

and inspired His servants to write

them. How thankful we are that these

records have been kept! Moses has

been called God's first pen. The earli-

est authentic writings we have come
from him, and, studying them, we see

how consistent is the word of God from
beginning tr. end. Moses gave the same
warning unto men as John did, and yet

after him there were many writers of

scripture. We have many books written

since then, which we know were writ-

ten under the inspiration of the Holy
Spirit. Many books have been lost, and
many books will be brought to light

yet by the power of God. The Lord has
carefully guarded His word, so that it

has come down to us, through its many
translations, nearly perfect. We would
like our young men and our young wo-
men to study these works, and make
themselves familiar with the gems of

truth that are found on their pages.

Winter is coming on, and we would like

our people to use the winter evenings
in sf I'-improvement. Especially does
this apply to the young. We would like

them to abstain from too much danc-
ing. Dancing is a pleasant amusement,
where it is carried on in a right way;
but too much of it makes the mind friv-

olous, and incapacitates those for study
who thus indulge in it. Of course,
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there are times when it is good to un-
bend. Relaxation is necessary, but it

should not be the chief object in pass-

ing our winter evenings. Those belong-

ing to the Mutual Improvement associ-

ations, we hope, will learn their les-

sons and not miss one session. When
you take up your Manual to study it,

try to take up other books on similar

topics. Go to the fountain where things

are taken from, and study all you can
about the subject, so that you may be
fully posted. Then your evenings will

be pleasant to you while meeting with
your friends belonging to the same so-

ciety.

Speaking about the Lord hav-
ing inspired His servants to keep
records, I am reminded that we as a
people are making history, and this his-
tory should also be kept. On the very
day that the Church was organized the
Prophet received a revelation which
said that there should be a record kept
in the Church. Afterwards, on several
occasions, the Lord instructed Joseph
in this matter, telling him to appoint a
general historian, who should keep a
record of all the events in the Church.
A year and a half afterward he is told
to keep a record of the Saints and their
condition in the Church. This is a mat-
ter on which the Prophet laid great
stress, but record-keeping has been neg-
lected to quite an extent in our midst.
Even before the revelation read by
Brother Clawson, where it said that a
record should be kept, a revelation had
been received commanding the keeping
of a genealogical record—the names ot

those baptized, and of all ordinations,
etc., made in the Church. The Lord
instructed His servants that everyth'-™
should be done in order. Of late^ i

am pleased to observe, there is a grow-
ing tendency in the different Stakes and
wards to take care of the records. We
hope that this will be uniform through-
out the Church, and that in every Stake
and ward records will be kept which
will give a concise history of the Stake
or ward. In every ward there should
be two records kept. One, a genealogi-
cal record of the births, blessings, bap-
tisms, ordinations, etc. At the Deseret
News office can be obtained records all

ready printed, with headings thai will

suggest what should be noted down.

Then there should be a record kept of
everything important that happens in
the ward. The clerk of the ward can
take his record to the meetings, and
while the meeting is going on can jot
down a few items of what is being said,
and who are present, etc. It is not
necessary that you write down the ser-
mons or the arguments of the brethren;
for no doubt these things can bt
found in more fulness in other
books; but keep a record of events
as they happen, of the changes in

the ward, in the Bishopric in the
Teachers, in the different associa-
tions and institutions of the ward. It

is true that the different societies keep
records, but the ward clerk should at
least note the changes that take place,

so that his ward records may be a
true history of the ward. Today, when
you go into some wards and ask who
was the first Bishop of the ward, and
who the next, there is not a scratch of

a pen to show it; and when we send
Brother Andrew Jenson, as one of the

assistants of the Historian's office, to

find out about the histories of the

wards, he is often referred to the older

members of the ward to get the infor-

mation he wants. This should not be

the case. Our ward records should

contain a history of the ward from its

organization and the changes that have
taken place in the ward, as well as the

important events that have happened.
In the Stakes there should be two rec-

ords also. There is no genealogical

record needed, but there is a record of

the High Council and a record of the

history of the Stake required. These
records do not call for much writing;

a little, written at the time, will keep

the history going. If this be attended

to, when the history of the different

Stakes and wards comes to be written

we will have the material with which
to do it.

I felt to say this concerning record-

keeping. When ward conferences are

held and the Stake presidency visit

them, it ought to be understood that

that day should also be record day in

that ward. Let the Bishop have ail

his records brought where the presi-

dency of the Stake can inspect them;
and the presidency can point out where
anything is lacking or commend them
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where good records are being kept. We
have found it necessary to appoint on§
day each year for this purpose, and we
think that the day on which the ward
conference is held is the best time
for the presidency of the Stake to

inspect the records. It is neces-
sary that these things be kept.

The genealogical record is very
important. How pleased we are when
we go out into the world and find how
conscientiously they have kept a rec-

ord of births, so that we are able to

trace our ancestry in some countries
for several hundred years. This could

not be done if genealogical records
were kept in a slovenly manner. Some-
times here they are taken on slips of

paper, put away in a drawer, and oc-

casionally lost. This must not be.

When we undertake to do a thing, let

us do it well. Do not trust to the

clerk alone, but let the Bishop feel that

it is his business to look after the rec-

ords in his ward. Statistical records

cannot be kept corectly if the records

are not correct. Certificates of mem-
bership should also be looked after.

Bishops should see to it that those

who move away receive their certi-

ficates to take to the wards where they

move to; and the wards that they go

to should try to find out their standing,

so that they can be received there.

There are many that are dropping out

because they move away without cer-

tificates, and do not join the wards or

branches to which they move, while if

they were looked after and warmed up,

they might be lively members in the

Church.
I am pleased, brethren and sisters,

with the condtion of the people. When
Brother Cowley referred yesterday to

a time when so many apostatized from
the Church, I thought how good it is

that today this is not the case, and
that excommunications are very rare.

In fact, I believe that the discipline of

the Church could be stricter and be a
blessing unto the people. But it is a
healthy sign to see that there are not

so many apostatizing as in years past.

I believe the people understand the
principles of the Gospel better and live

the Gospel more perfectly. They have
shown during the last two years how
they have received the word of the

Prophet in regard to tithing, and I be-
lieve the Lord will bless them, both
temporally and spiritually, for meet-
ing this requirement. They will be
strengthened in their faith and there

will not be so much danger of apos-
tasy as when they refused to keep the

commandments of God. May the Lord
bless you all, in the name of Jesus.

Amen.

ELDER M. W. MERRILL.

Spiritual manlfe.-statlons—Necessity for reforma-
tion—Those who should bring it about—Pro-
per procedure in colonization—How to be in-

fluential with the honoiableof the eanh—In-

fluence of Godliness In the home—Importance
of Temple work.

I am pleased to be associated with

this conference. I have evidence in my
heart that this is the work of the Lord,

having had many testimonies to this

effect; and it is a grand thing that the

Lord is so merciful as to manifest to

individuals with i-egard to the plan oi

life and salvation. It is not known to

me whether all the Latter-day Saints

have enjoyed manifestations from the

Lord to the satisfying oi their souls.

Apostle Lund has just said to us that

there are not so many people turning

from the truth now as formerly. That,

no doubt, is true, because in these

times there are means provided where-

by all the people, from the little child

to the aged, may learn the Gospel.

With these auxiliary organizations that

are established in the Church, there are

now more opportunities for people to

understand the Gospel than we had in

former years.

We are gathered together at this

general conference, not with the expec-

tation that any new revelation will be

given or any new doctrine set forth,

but to be reminded of the truth and to

have our minds stirred up in remem-

brance of those things which we have

heard or read, and thus be renewed in

our spirits and in the prosecution of

our labors. There are, no doubt, many
things among us that might be im-

proved upon. President Smith, in his

opening remarks, alluded to snme of

them. We all know that he spoke the

truth, and there needs to be through-

out the Church an effort made towardp

Improvement in those thing."?. He re-

ferred to the fact that there was pro-


