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pleased to hear one of the brethren re-

lating about a President of a Stake

having devotional exercises in his fam-

ily. The brother that myself and

brethren stayed with in the north a

while ago did the same thing. He
called his family together, one of the

girls played the organ, they sang, they

read a chapter, and they prayed. Hov,

beautiful was the spirit that prevailed

in that family circle! ^-iow, there is no

law prohibiting us all from engaging

in morning and evening exercises before

the Lord. What a grand thing it would

be if we could only educate ourselvese

to take the time to do this! Gather

around us the family circle, and en

courage the family to observe the com-

mandments of the Lord during the day!

What a grand spectacle it would be to

see this carried out in all the families

of the Saints!

There is another subject that I would

like to touch upon before sitting down,

and that is with regard to temple work.

A great deal of temple work has been

done, but a great deal more remains to

be done. There are many people in the

Church who have not yet given atten-

tion to their ordinance work in the

house of the Lord. They have not

thought of their dead kindred. So many
of the cares and anxieties of life seem

to be pressing upon them that they

neglect to remember their dead friends.

The Lord has directed the building ol

temples, and I heard a brother prophesy

once that some day there would be tem-

ples all over the land of North and

South America, with people administer-

ing in them for their kindred dead. Just

think of the hundreds of millions of

people who have passed away without a

knowledge of the Gospel; and while we
have been privileged to commence the

great vicarious work of redemption

how little we have done up to date! We
have four temples in operation, and

Avork has been performed to a limited

extent; but not so much has been done

as ought to have been. It seems to me
that our minds ought to be stirred up

in regard to this work. There are many
people who are getting along in life,who
have been faithful all the day long, and

it looks to me as if they ought to be

thinking of their kindred who have

passed behind the veil; for just as sure

as we are here we will meet these

friends by and by, and they may ask

us what we have done for them in life,

while we were within convenient reach

of the temple. I am afraid many will

have to say they have not done any-

thing, and they will have remorse of

conscience because of it.

Brethren and sisters, let us think a

little of these as well as other things.

Our kindred behind the veil are looking

for us to do a vicarious work for them

in il^e temple of the Lord. Let us see if

we cannot prosecute this labor a little

more vigorously than we have done

tbus far. May the blessings of the Lord

be upon the people. I feel that many of

you are: doing the best you can; you ari

paying your tithes and offerings and
sustaining the work of the Lord to the

best of your ability; but some are lack-

ing in these things. The Latter-day

Saints as a whole are not yet up to the

standard with regard to tithes and of-

ferings; but if we will labor diligently

tmoughout the various Stakes, the time

nriay come when it can be said that the

Latter-day Saints do pay their

tithes and their offerings in full;

and when we do so, God will

bless us, and sanctify the land, and it

will bring forth in its strength in the

times and seasons allotted. God blesa

you. Amen.

ELDER JOHN W. TAYLOR.

The principle of revelation—Authorily of the
Priesthood—How to obtain a knowledge of
God—A prophecy—The Gogpel to be carried
to all the world as a witness.

I feel grateful to our Heavenly Fa-
ther that my life has been spared to

meet with you again in one of our

semi-annual conferences. I have great-

ly rejoiced in my spirit at listening

to the testimonies of the brethren who
have preceded me, and I humbly pray
that the Lord will bless me also with
a portion of His Holy Spirit, that

what I may say may be in accordance
with His mind and will.

To the Latter-day Saints the remarks
of Brother Merrill may be somewhat
ordinary, because we believe in the liv-

ing oracles and in revelation; but to

those who do not belong to this Church
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they may appear strange. This Church
is founded upon revelation. There is,

however, a medium through which rev-

elation is given to the Church. The
Prophet, Seer and Revelator receives

all revelation for the benefit and guid-

ance of the Church. At the same time,

every individual member of the Church
is entitled to revelation to guide his

own household; and whatever in-

spiration he may receive from the Lord
will be in conformity with the revela-

tions that are given through the Proph-
et, Seer and Revelator. When I hear

people discussing certain doctrines and
tenets, there is always one satisfaction

in my mind, and that is, that whatever
may be erroneous in the opinions of

men, these questions can always be

settled by revelation from God.
There is another idea that I want to

speak of, for the benefit of any stran-

gers that may be present, and that is

that the Lord has established His au-
thority upon the earth. That authority
is termed Priesthood, and it is in this

Church. It is one of the greatest bless-

ings that can be given to the chil-

dren of men If it be exercised in

righteousness; for it will bring salva-

tion unto them and to thousands ol

others. No spiritual blessings can
come to the Church of Christ, except
through the Priesthood; and I wish to

read a little about this authority. 1

read from the 84th section of the Book
of Doctrine and Covenants:

I

"Abraham received the Priesthood
from Melchisedek, who received it
through the lineage of his fathers, even
till Noah;
"And from Noah till Enoch, through

the lineage of their fathers;
"And from Enoch to Abel, who was

slain by the conspiracy of his brother,
who received the Priesthood by the
commandments of God. by the hand of
his father Adam, who was the first
man;
"Which Priesthood continueth in the

Church of God in all generations, and
is without beginning of days or end
of years.
"And the Lord confirmed a Priesthood

also upon Aaron and his seed, through-
out all their generations—which
Priesthood also continueth and abideth
forever with the Priesthood which is
after the holiest order of God.
"And this greater Priesthood admin-

istereth the Gospel and h"ldeth the key

of the mysteries of the kingdom, even
the kej' of the knowledge of God."

How many millions of people there
are today upon the earth who woula
walk across this earth for the privi-

lege of knowing that God lives; Well,

we heard yesterday from Apostle Claw-
son that there are thousands of men
here who hold the key to a knowledge
of God,

"Therefore, in the ordinances thereof,
the power of godliness is manifest;
"And without the ordinances thereol,

and the authority of the Priesthood,
the power of godliness is not manifest
unto men in the flesh."

Now, my young brethren and sisters,

when you see men gathered together

who are termed "divines," and they

plainly state that the gifts and bless

ings of the Holy Spirit are not in their

churches; when they ridicule the prin-

ciple of prophets, apostles, seers and
revelators; when they will scorn the
idea that God is a personal Being, you
may understand why they do not enjoy

these blessings. It is explained in that

which I have read to you: "Without
the ordinances thereof, and the au-

thority of the Priesthood, the power of

godliness is not manifest in the flesh."

"For without this no man can see the
face of God, even the Father, and live.

Now this Moses plainly taught to the
children of Israel in the wilderness,
and sought diligently to sanctify his
people, that they might behold the face
of God;
But they hardened their hearts and

could not endure his presence; there-
fore the Lord in his wrath (for his an-
ger was kindled against them) swore
that they should not enter into his rest
while in the Avilderness, which rest is

the fulness of his glory.
Therefore he took Moses out of their

midst, and the Holy Priesthood also:
And the lesser priesthood continued,

which priesthood holdeth the key of the
ministering of angels and the prepara-
tory gospel;
Which gospel is the gospel of repen-

tance and of baptism, and the remis-
sion of sins, and the law of carnal com-
mandments, which the Lord in his
wrath caused to continue with the
house of Aaron among the children of
Israel until John, whom God raised up,
being filled with the Holy Ghost from
his mother's womb;
For he was baptized while he was yet

in his childhood, and was ordained by
the angel of God at the time he was
eight days old unto this power, to over-
throw the kingdom of the Jews, and to-
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make straight the way of the Lord be-

fore the face of his people, to prepare
them for the cominR of the Lord, into

whose hand is given all power.*********
Therefore, as I said concerning the

sons of Moses—for the sons of Moses,
and also the sons of Aaron, shall offer

an acceptable offering and sacrifice in

the house of the Lord, which house
shall be built unto the Lord in this gen-
eration, upon the consecrated spot, as
I have appointed;
And the sons of Moses and of Aaron

shall be filled with the glory of the

Lord, upon Mount Zion, in the Lord's
house, whose sons are ye; and also

many whom I have called and sent
forth to build up my church;
For whoso is faithful unto the obtain-

ing these two Priesthoods of whicn I

have spoken, and the magnifying th^eir

calling, are sanctified by the Spirit un-
to the renewing of their bodies;
They become the sons of Moses and

of Aaron, and the seed of Abraham, and
the church and kingdom and the elect

of Gcd,
And also all they who receive this

Priesthood receiveth me, saith the
Lord;
For he that receiveth my servants r'^-

ceiveth me;
And he that receiveth me receiveth

my Father;
And he that receiveth my Father, re-

ceiveth my Father's kfngdom; there-
fore all that my Father hath shall be
given unto him;
And this according to the oath and

covenant which belongeth to the Priest-
hood.
Therefore, all those who receive the

Priesthood, receive this oath and fove-
nant of my Father, which he cannot
break, neither can it be move!;
But whoso breaketh this covenant, af-

ter he hath received it, a^nd altog'ither
turneth therefrom, shall not have for-
giveness of sins in this world, nor in the
world to come.
And all those who come not unto this

Priesthood which ye have received,
which I now confirm upon you who are
present this day, by mine own voice out
of the heavens, and even I have given
the heavenly hosts and mine angels
charge concerning you."

I have read to you what God ac-

knowledges as His authority upon the

earth. Now^ there is not a soul upon
the face of this earth, whether he be
black or white, rich or poor, but is en-

titled to know that God lives, if he
will keep His commandments. I tes-

tify unto you that I have received this

knowledge. I know that Jesus Christ

is the Son of the true and living God;
that He lives, moves, and has a being;

and that He is the light and life of

the world. I testify that Joseph Smith
was a prophet of the Most High God,
who was ordained to come forth in the

dispensation of the fulness of times to

establish His Church upon the earth,

preparatory to the coming of our Lord
and Savior Jesus Christ. I testify that

there are tens of thousands of people

in the valleys of the Rocky Mountains
that have received the gift of the Holy
Ghost; and this gift fills them with a
knowledge of God. I testify that Israel

is being gathered from abroad, ac-

cording to the prophecies of the holy

prophets, and they are being establish-

ed in the tops of the mountains. God
the Eternal Father is conducting this

work, and it is not of man. I testify

also that the curse of God will rest up-
on any man who puts his trust in the

arm of flesh; for the Lord has said,

"Cursed be the man that trusteth in

man, and maketh flesh his arm." The
Lord has prepared the means whereby
we may know that He lives, and that

He is our Father and God. He has also

prepared the means whereby we can
receive of His Spirit and power, to

guide and direct us in the ways of all

truth. When Jesus was upon the earth

He said: "I came down from heaven,

not to do mine own will, but th^ will

of HJim that sent me." Again,: "If

any man will do his will, he shall know
of the doctrine, whether it be of God,

or whether I speak of myself." I have
sought after this information by do-

ing the will of my Father. With a'l

my weaknesses and imperfections, our

Eternal Father has had mercy upon
me and has given me a testimony

that He lives, and that He
has- a being. My testimony unto all

who are under the sound of my volet:

is that I know that God lives, and that

He will give this same testimony unto

all who will serve Him and keep His

commandments. He has wrought out a

plan of life and salvation, and if we
will yield obedience to that we can be

brought back into His presence and be

crowned heirs of glory, immortality and

eternal life. We can partake of all the

attributes of our Father, and ultimate-

ly get to that position which He occu

pies today. As Jesus says, "Be ye per-
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feet, even as your Father in heaven is

perfect."

I prophesy unto you, in the name of

the Lord Jesus Christ, that while to-

day all the sectarian world oppose the

idea of the personality of God, the time
will come when the majority of the de-

nominations will acknowledge that our
Father and God is a personal being,

even as they have adopted other prin-

ciples, one by one, that have been re-

vealed to the Prophet Joseph Smith.

When you see these things come to

pass, you may know the spirit by
which they have been spoken.
Inasmuch as I have this testimony, 1

never spend a day in Zion, but I feel

that I should be somewhere lifting up
my voice and declaring this testimony
unto the children of men; for behold,

the Lord our God has said that the har-

vest is great and the reapers are few.

He has given commandment unto this

people to go into all the world and
preach the Gospel to every creature;

"He that believeth and is baptized shall

be saved, and he that believeth not
shall be damned." I want to add my
testimony to that of Elder Cowley yes-
terday, wherein he said that there
should come unto Zion people from all

nations. The time will come when we
will penetrate the very center of the
great empire of China. We will go into

India, and into South America, and in-

to every nation under heaven. The
Lord our God will prepare the way. and
there will be enough come out of these
nations to redeem their dead through-
out all the generations that are
past and gone. The day will come
when we will go into Turkey, into
Africa, and into every part of the
earth. I never look upon one of these
maps in our Sunday schools, whereon
is shown the trail of the Apostle Paul
in his ministry, from city to city, with-
out having a desire in my heart to per-
form a similar work, that some day
a red line on the map might show my
labors in the ministry; for I know that
this Gospel must go into all the world
for a witness, unto every creature. The
Redeemer predicted that this Gospel
should go into all the world for a wit-

ness; then should the end come. And
the day will come—I feel it with all

my heart—when Apostles, especially the
younger ones in the quorum, will be
very scarce in the land of Zion; for I

have been taught it by my father, and
I have heard it time and time again
from the Presidency of the Church, that
the duty of the Apostles is to be abroad
among the nations of the earth, carry-
ing the glad tidings of great joy to the
children of men, unlocking the doors of

salvation to the nations, and bringing-

peace and good will to them. These
men upon this stand are willing at any
hour to go forth to perform their duty.

They are witnesses of our Lord and
Savior Jesus Christ, and they know that

He lives, and moves, and has a being.

He is calling unto the children of men
to repent and come to the light to gath-
er up to the land of Zion and to pre-

pare for His coming.
I feel to rejoice, my brethren and sis-

ters, in being in your presence today,

and I say unto you, if you will serve

God and keep His commandments, you
will be crowned with glory, immortal-
ity and everlasting life in the kingdom
of our God; which may He grant, is

my prayer in the name of Jesus. Amen.
The choir and congregation sang:

"We thank Thee, O God, for a Prophet."

Benediction by Elder William Budge.

AFTERNOON SESSION.

2 p. m.
Singing by. the choir and congrega-

tion:

Guide us, O Though great Jehovah,
Safe unto the promised land.

Prayer was offered by Elder Joseph

W. McMurrin.

The choir sang the hymn which be-

gins:

Lo! the mighty God appearing,
Prom on high Jehovah speaks.

ELDER J. G. KIMBALL.
One course of safety for the younp—A great mis-

sionary fipld at home—Prophetic declarations
—Subordination of auxiliary organizations.

Inasmuch, my brethren and sisters,

as I have been called upon to occupy
a short time, I do so trusting that the

Lord will bless me richly with His


