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would be spread 'neath the feet of the

Latter-day Saints in the future, and
they lifted up their voices and warned
the people of those trials that were to

come—not those trials wnich would
make them more shining in the faith,

their armor brighter and their lances

keener in defense of the truth, but the

trials of temptation and sin that would
creep right into the very homes of the

Saints, especially in the cities, and
bring ruin and sadness to the family

circle. The Apostles and Prophets
have warned us always to shun tempta-
tion; to expect that allurements would
come into our midst, but to so shape
our lives that we could overcome them.
For this purpose we have our Improve-
ment associations, our Sunday schools,

our Primaries, and all the other auxil-

iary associations belonging to the

Church. They were instituted for the

education of the youth of Zion. But I

consider that the training of the par-

ents is the stepping-tone to the training

of the boys and girls. I am in full

accord with that master mind who,
when asked how soon the training

of children should begin, replied,

"Two hundred years before they are

born." The training of the parents un-

der the influence of the Gospel of the

Lord Jesus Christ is going to produce

a wonderful result in the character

of coming generations. I see the phy-
sical benefits that will come through
the observance of the Word of Wisdom.
I see the mental and spiritual blessings

that will come through the observance

of the laws of chastity and purity of

life. The study of the revelations of

the Lord will educate the parents, and
the result upon the children will be very

great. If we can keep in the line of

right and truth, and so train our chil-

dren after us, the harvest will be won-
derful. The kingdom of God must
come upon the earth. Peace must
reign supreme. But before the king-
dom of God can come, before peace can
prevail, the people must be trained to

love peace and union, to love the Lord,
to love each other. They must love
their neighbors as themselves, and
their God above all. They must keep
His laws, in order that this spirit of

peace and brotherly love may be dis-

seminated abroad from the rivers to

the ends of the earth, and the way be
prepared for Jesus to come and reign

as Kings of kings and Lord of lords.

The Gospel must be preached to every
creature, for a witness, before the end
of unrighteousness can come.

I rejoice over the prospects which are

before you as a people. I rejoice in

the spirit of truth that has brought
you together today. I pray with all

my heart that the Spirit of the Lord
may fill President Snow, that his body
may be renovated, that he may be
freed from cold, and be able to mingle
with us before the conference closes. I
pray that the spirit of peace, joy and
health may enter his heart and his

whole body, from this very moment,
and I hope that my brethren will pray
with me to this end. I trust that the
spirit of this conference may increase

in power and goodness for the benefit

of the Saints everywhere—that it may
go out into every land and clime, espe-

cially where there is a Latter-day Saint

Elder humbly toiling for the spread of

the truth, and rest upon him, as well

as upon all the families of the Saints

that have been able to gather here, that

all may rejoice together because of this

glorious conference. And the honor

and the glory be to God our Heavenly
Father, in the name of Jesus. Amen.
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Churoh built on rock of revelation— Source of
divine testimony—True prophets known by
their works—They bear the impress of divin-
ity.

I feel very keenly my dependence
upon the Lord in standing before you
this morning, and humbly I crave an
interest in your faith and prayers, that

I may have the Spirit of the Lord to

direct me in what I shall say; for I

feel a heavy responsibility resting up-

on me when I behold the many thou-

sands who are assembled here to re-

ceive the word of God. Never in my life

has it been my privilege to stand be-

fore so vast a congregation to instruct

them in the principles of life and sal-

vation, and I rejoice in having this,

great privilege. I sincerely hope that

the Lord will direct me in all that shall

be said, that I may not be the cause

of misleading any who are here.

I rejoice exceedingly in the instruc-
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tions that we have received during this

conference. The statistical informatioii

and the items of history in connection

with the colonization of this people

have been intensely interesting to me,
and the beautiful lessons that have
been drawn from them have increasea
my testimony, and I doubt not that my
"brethren and sisters have been
strengthened in their faith and have
felt to rejoice to know that they are

identified with this "wonderful work
that our heavenly Father has set His
hand to do in the age in which we
live. I am proud to be identified with

the people of God, and to have a stand-

ing in His holy Church. I feel to re-

joice for the testimony that the Lord
has blessed me with; for I do know that

this is in very deed His work.
The Church of Christ has been

builded upon the rock of revelation; and
those who have received a ^^stimony

that this is the work of the Lord—and
we often hear it proclaimed from this

stand—and that Joseph Smith was
divinely inspired of God in

ushering in this the dispensation of

the fulness of times, have received

it through the inspiration of the Al-

mighty. "We ought to be grateful that

-lur Heavenly Father has blessed us

with a knowledge of the truth, and that

we are not compelled to rely upon oth-

ers, but that we know it for ourselves,

because we have received it through
revelation from our Father. We can

read in the scriptures that wonderful
conversation that took place between
the Savior and His Apostles, when He
asked them whom men said that He
was.
"Whom do men say that I the Son

of man atn?
And they said. Some say that thou

art John the Baptist: some, Elias; and
others, Jeremiah, or one of the Pro-
phets.
He saith unto them, But whom say ye

that I am?
And Simon Peter answered and said.

Thou art the Christ, the Son of the
living God.
And Jesus answered and said unto

him. Blessed are thou, Simon Barjona:
for flesh and blood hath not revealed
it unto thee, but my Father which is in
heaven.
And I say unto thee. That thou art

Peter, and upon this rock I will build
my Church; and the gates of hell shall

not prevail against it."

From this we learn concerning the
solid foundation of the Church of

Christ, of which we are members. It

has been built upon the broad princi-

ple of revelation, by which we can
know that Jesus is the Christ, the Son
of the living. God. I rejoice to know
that there is a means of coming to a
knowledge of God. Without revelation

it would be impossible to obtain a per-

fect testimony. It is true, there are
many external evidences of the divinity

of this work and of the mission of

Joseph Smith. I have sometimes been
asked the question, How do you know
that Joseph Smith was divinely in-

spired? and my first answer has al-

ways been that the Lord had manifest-

ed it to me through His Holy Spirit;

but in addition to that there are many
outward evidences that have appealed

strongly to me. During the meetings
of this conference we have heard some
of these evidences. The question might
be asked. How do you know that Moses
was a prophet of God? We who have
not had the privilege of associating with
that great prophet,and have not felt the

impress of the Spirit In listening to his

voice, can we judge by the work he
acomplished. We find that he was given

a mission by the Lord to deliver the

children of Israel from bondage in

Egypt. Looking back at the marvelous
work accomplished through his in-

strumentality—how the children of Is-

rael were in very deed delivered from
bondage, how they were planted in the
land of promise, and how they grew to

be a mighty people—it seems to bear
the very impress of divinity, and we
know from such evidence that he was a
prophet sent of God.The Lord has never .

accomplished any great purpose in the
earth, except he has raised up a

prophet and given him a mission to

perform. Neither has the Lord ever

given revelations to man that did not

have some importance attached to

them. The Lord has not been engaged
as many so-called miracle-workers are

in this day and age of the world, in

manifesting Himself unto His children

unless there has been something wor-
thy of the dignity of the Supreme Be-

ing connected with that revelation.

When the great work of atonement
had to be accomplished. He raised up
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His only Begotten Son, who performed

:a work the effects of which are felt to-

•day throughout the whole world. Par-

ticularly do we find the result of His

work and that of His Apostles among
the so-called civilized nations of the

earth. The impress of divinity is upon
the work of Christ. He was the great-

-est Prophet that ever trod the earth.

Judging from the same standpoint,

whenever the Lord has raised up any
prophet the impress of divinity has
been upon the work that he was
called to accomplish. It has always
been something important, and it has
had for its primary object the salva-

tion and betterment of the children of

God. When the Lord raised up the

Prophet Joseph, he ushered in this

sreat gathering dispensation. It was
not an idle purpose; it was not merely
for the amusement of mankind; but there
was something grand to be accomplished
Tiamely, the gathering of the house of

Israel from all the nations of the earth,

in fulfilment of those wonderful pre-

dictions uttered by many prophets who
lived hundreds and even thousands of

years ago. Today those who are fa-

miliar with the development of this

work; those who have visited the vari-

ous. Stakes of Zion, from one end of

this intermountain region to the other,

and have seen people from all nations
with their feet planted in these fast-
nesses of the Rocky Mountains, have
not failed to see that there was a vital

force that seemed to possess the people
—something beyond the power of man

—

that was accomplishing a wonderful
work in the earth. I recollect a cer-

tain valley here in the southern part of
Idaho. A number of people not of our
faith first went and settled in that val-
ley, and called the place Gentile Valley.,

and they made the boast that never
should "Mormons" come into that
valley and take possession of it. A
short time ago I had the privilege of

visiting the Bannock Stake conference.
It was held in Gentile Valley, and there
I saw a congregation of Latter-day
Saints, who had gathered there from
the nations of the earth, in fulfillment

of these mighty predictions. They were
planted in that valley, tilling the soil,

and their cattle were grazing upon the
hills; and I was informed that you

could count the Gentiles, as they

termed themselves, upon the fingers of

one hand. Even that is an object les-

son to me illustrating that this is the

land of Zion, appointed and dedicated

for the gathering of Israel in the latter

days. The impress of divinity is upon
this work, the Lord is with His people,

and we see it manifest on every hand.

I bear testimony to the fact that I

know Joseph Smith is a prophet sent

of God. The Lord has manifested it to

me as an individual. I have felt the

impress of the Spirit of the Lord. When
I have been in the missionary field and
have borne this testimony, I have felt

tingling in all my being, the Spirit of

the Lord, bearing witness within me
that the words which I spoke were true.

My young brethren and sisters, who
have not yet had experience in the mis-
sionary field, let me tell you that this

is the work of God, that the Lord is

at our helm and will bear us on tri-

umphantly, and that the thing called

Mormonism, despised though It be in

the world, is the greatest thmg on the
earth. It is the Church of God estab-

lished upon the earth, never again to

be thrown down. It is the little stone
that was hewn out of the mountains
without hands, and it has begun to roll,

and will continue to roll until it shall fill

the whole earth. Through its operations
"in and iniquity will be banished from
the face of the earth, and righteous-
ness shall predominate and cover the
earth, even as the waters cover the
mighty deep. This is my testimony,
and I bear it in the name of Jesus
Christ. Amen.
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A God of miracles—Saints should not scatter

abroad — Priesthood should be consulted —
Work of auxiliary organizations.

While Elder Seymour B. Young has
been speaking to us this morning many
thoughts on the topics to which he has
referred have passed through my mind.
He first spoke of the Lord answering
the prayers of His people in behalf of

the sick, and I believe that at the pres-
ent time the Lord is very markedly do-
ing this. I have heard some of my
brethren and sisters speak as though
there was a time in the Church when
these manifestations of God's power


