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children in their infancy the great

truths of the Gospel and try and instil

in their niinGS and hearts these prin-

ciples, then I am a hypocrite.

I hear witness to the world that

God has revealed these truths to the

children of men in this our day, that

the Gospel as taught by this people

came from God, and I want my children

to sing it, I want them to get it in to

the marrow of their bones so that these

hypocritical agents of hell, who pretena

to be mmi.sters cf the Gospel of Christ,

cannot get it out.

I pray God to bless you in the name
of Jesus Christ. Amen.

Sister Maggie Swan Hull and Brother

Martin S. Lindsay sang a duet entitled:

"The Better Land."

ELDER ABRAHAM O. WOODRUFF,
of the quorum of the Twelve: My be-

loved brethren and sisters: During the

few moments that I will occupy this

responsible position, I pray that I may
enjoy the light and inspiration of our
Maker, that I may address you under
the same spirit that has actuated the

other speakers of our conference.

I rejoice in contemplating the Gospel
of the Lord Jesus Christ, with its

blessings and privileges. The works of

God are eternal. That which was true

a thousand years ago is just as true

today. There is no necessity for the

Elders of this Church to call a conven-
tion of the Presidents of Stakes and
other leading men in the different de-

partments of the Church, to revise

their creed or to counsel together for

days or for weeks to ascertain whether
or not God is a material being, or

whether He is without body, parts or

passions.

There is no need of this people being
called together to change the Articles

of their Faith, or their creed, for that

which they have received is not of

man, but from God. It must be very
humiliating indeed to a religionist

when he thinks upon the fact that his

religious sect is forced to call its rep-

resentatives together from time to

time for the purpose of revising its

creed, for the reason that the age has
outgrown it; that scientific and other

discoveries have brought to light cer-

tain truths that prove the creeds of

fifty or a hundred years ago to be in-

correct.

I thank God that this is not the case

with Mormonism, and that there has

never been, nor will there ever be, any
change in the creed or principles of

the system upon which the faith of this

people is founded. And this is a grand
difference between the work of man
and the work of God. That which is of

man must be modified and changed to

meet the demands of various ages in

which mankind live, but that which is

of God will endure, as the Gospel of

Jesus Christ, as revealed through the

Prophet Joseph Smith has endured the

scrutiny of critics, the discoveries and
the light of science in our day and time.

If this work had not come from God,

It would be necessary for the Book of

Mormon to be revised in order to keep
pace with the times; because the re-

markable discoveries which have been
made would have proven the record en-

tirely false, had it been originated by
man. But it has stood the test of

time, of science, of investigation and
discovery and stands today a monu-
ment of revealed truth. It must be
very humiliating, indeed, for people

who have pinned their faith to a creed

that requires constant modification and
change to keep the foundation stones

replaced with better ones they deem
more safe, secure and substantial. With
this people and their faith, there has
never been one stone removed or re-

placed in the foundation of the Gospel
of Christ as revealed through the Pro-
phet Joseph Smith. This can not be
said of any other religion upon the face

of the earth. Some of the greatest

among them have many times changed
and revised their creeds to suit the

times and the conditions of the people.

Every time they now change their

creeds they incorporate some truth re-

vealed through the Prophet Joseph
Smith. This is because the gospel has

gone forth, the people are becoming en-

lightened, the honest see the beauties

of the truth and are no longer satisfied

with mere theories of men.
We have great reason to rejoice in

these things and in this record of the

Nephite prophets, which has been hand-
ed down to us. Notwithstanding the



54 OENERAL CONFERENCE

remarkable discoveries that have been
made through researches of scientific

men upon this continent, nothing has
been brought to light that conflicts

with the testimony and belief in that
record, and all other great truths of

the everlasting Gospel revealed through
the Prophet Joseph Smith in our day
and time. Thank the Lord for these
things. Thank Him for the unchange-
able Gospel of the Lord Jesus Christ,
which, if it had been of man, would
have been altered many times.
Any Latter-day Saint who neglects

his duty, finds fault with the authori-
ties of this Church and speaks evil of
them will, if he does not repent, apos-
tatize, for we must be true to God.We cannot endure if we be half-heart-
ed. We must receive the Gospel and
make it the foundation of our lives
here, or some day we will not have
faith sufficient to carry us through
this life. But when we attend confer-
ences and partake of the light and in-
spiration there administered, we think
it would be impossible for anyone to
be so foolish as to becme
beclouded and turn away from
the truth of the Gospel. But we are
liable to go away from this gathering
return to our homes and forget that
which we have been taught. Doubt may
creep in on the part of those who do
not keep the commandments of the
Lord, and they will be left by the way-
side, while those who adhere steadfast-
ly to the Gospel truths will have faith
sufficient to carry them out, and will
gain life eternal.

We are willing that the Gospel of
the Lord Jesus Christ, as we have re-
ceived it, should be put to the test
which Jesus laid down. He said we
should know the tree by the fruit that
it bears. One of the prominent princi-
ples of our faith is our form of mar-
riage to which I wish to direct your
attention. He who receives a wife in
this Church receives her. if faithful,
for time and for all eternity; and
through the blessing of God and
through their faithfulness there will be
no end to their posterity and to the
kingdom over which they will be per-
mitted some day to preside.

On the contrary, the sectarian belief,

according to the marital contract they

enter into, is simply binding upon them
until death does them part. That prin-

ciple which produces light, life and
knowledge must be of God, while that

which destroys life, which takes away
or prevents life is of the opposite pow-
er. For everything good, is from the
Lord, and that which is evil, comes
from Satan.
In the Eastern and New Englana

States, in old New England familieb,

from which many of us have sprung,
on the old homesteads of our fathers

and grandfathers many of the names
of those who did not accept the Gos-
pel have become almost extinct. This is

because it is customary now not to

have large families; therefore children

in many places in the East are rare.

But this is not the case with the Lat-

ter-day Saints. It is contrary to their

principles and practice. For instance.

President Edward H. Snow, of the St.

George Stake, recently called upon his

uncle at the close of his mis-

sion in the East, and he found
him respected and loved by those

who knew him in his neighborhood.
He was, however, without posterity,

while his brother, who had embraced
the Gospel, when he passed away left

about a score of children, grand chil-

dren and great grandchildren upon the
earth to bear his name.
My own father, who embraced the

Gospel, and his brother, who did not,

furnish another example. Father's
brother left but one or two lineal rep-
resentatives when he passed away,
while my father left something like

twenty-three children, eighty-five

grandchildren and fourteen to fifteen

great grandchildren. I could call ex-
amples of this kind to your attention
by the score to show what the Gospel
has done for this people in teaching
them to build for eternity and not for

time alone. This people do not "believe

1(1 the evil of destruction of life, which
is eating at the root and sapping the
vitality of this nation today and which
is believed in by so many of the world
outside of those who have accepted the
Gospel of the Lord Jesus Christ. This
people believe in promoting and sus-
taining life. This is what the Gospel
tree produces. And we leave it to the

judgment of all honorable men and
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women upon the earth, to fee their own
judges as to whether this fruit is good
or not.

We should thank God for the light of

the Gospel restored through the Proph-
et Joseph. It is of God, the Eternal
Father. He did not speak of Himself;
he only spoke as he was inspired and
commanded of God. Every prophecy he
ever uttered will be fulfilled; for he
was a prophet of the true and living

God, ordained from before the founda-
tion of the world, to come forth in this

day and time and be the Instrument
in ushering in the greatest and last dis-

pensation.

May the Lord help us to be true to

this Gospel which we have espoused,
that we may be led by its light, dic-

tated by its principles and influenced
by its power, that we may gain eternaJ
life. I ask in the name of Jesus Christ.

Amen.

ELDER J. GOLDEN KIMBALL.

It would not be in good taste for me
to occupy more than a short time as

there are a number of speak-
ers present. As I catch a glimpse
of the outside it appears gloomy,

as the sun is not shining.

Although it might appear that it would
not shine again, it will in due time.

This idea came to me as I looked into

your faces and I fancied you were tak-

ing life too seriously. Do not, dear

brethren and sisters, take life too seri-

ously, for we are not altogether respon-

sible for the Church of Jesus Christ

of Latter-day Saints. I am very seri-

ous and solemn at times and worry a
great deal. I read somewhere that the

man that worries is not well balanced.

Let us cease fretting about the Lord's

Church and become evenly balanced,

so that we are not under the necessity

of trusting to the "arm of flesh," but
are fixed and fastened to the "rock of

revelation."

Some of us are very much exercised

about certain things that are trans-

piring in the Church, and in relation to

the actions of others. This has always
been the case since the organization of

this work. While it may be true that

many of this people have been tried

over the actions of men, it will con-
tinue to be the case as long as men pre

side over us. I desire to inform you
that men and women that are not keep-
ing the commandments of the Lord, but
are continually giving way to their

weaknesses, justify themselves by
pointing out what they consider mis-

takes in the presiding officers of the

Church. They worry very much more
about something that does not come
under their supervision than they do
about their transgressions.

I have noticed in associating among
the Latter-day Saints, and it has been

my happy privilege to come In close

contact with very many of our young
people, and older ones for that matter.

They explain to me some of the things

they are worried about, and quite fre-

quently it is discovered that they are

most concerned about matters that

they have absolutely no faith in. For
example: A person that pays no tith-

ing is continually laying awake for fear

it will not be properly used, and

this kind of people finally wind up

by apostatizing because of fancied and

oftentimes imaginary wrongs their

brethren have done them. The Lord has

said, in the Doctrine & Covenants, page

421, "But those who cry trangression

do it because they are the servants of

sin and are the children of disobedience

themselves."

The question always arises in my
mind as to whether we joined the

Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day

Saints or joined ourselves to the presid-

ing officers. I remember hearing re-

lated a story of one of our brethren

being very severely reproved by Presi-

dent Brigham Young, and he after-

wards said: " Now go and apostatize."

The reply came b^ck, "I will never do

it, this is not your Church but the

Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day

Saints."

We must each and every one of us

have this lesson indelibly impressed

upon us, and cease troubling ourselves

outside of those things for which we

are responsible. Try and be cheerful,

realizing that the sun will shine and

"by hearkening to observe all the

words which I the Lord their God shall

speak unto them, they shall never cease

to prevail." There is every reason for

us to believe that we will prevail over

our enemies if we will sustain and sup-


