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of Deity; and as collateral parts of

that same doctrine—honor for parents;
and profound respect for the priesthood
of God.

The Lord bless you. Amen.
The choir and congregation sang:

Praise God, from whom all blessings
flow.

Benediction by Elder Joshua H. Paul.

AT THE TABERNACLE.
CLOSING SESSIOM.

Closing session, Sunday, 2 p. m.

President Lorenzo Snow was able to

be present this afternoon, to the great

gratification of the assemblage.
The choir and congregation sang:

"We thank Thee, O God, for a Prophet,
To guide us in these latter days."

Prayer was offered by Elder Frank
Y. Taylor.

The choir sang the anthem:

'The Mountain of the Lord's House."

PRESIDENT LORENZO SNOW.
Evidence of advancement—Responsibilities of stake

and ward officers—They must not lay their

duties upon the Twelve—Apostles to look after

Interests of tiie world—Selection of Second
Counselor.

My dear brethren and sisters, It Is

rather a marvel to me that I venture to

talk to you this afternoon; not but that

I have something to say and would
really like to have the time and the

voice to say it, and perhaps by the ex-

ercise of your faith and prayers I ma>
have the voice to address you for a few
minutes. I have been delighted to hear

of the spirit that has attended the

speakers since this conference opened.

It shows to me one glorious fact—that

during the last six months the Latter-

day Saints have not been idle. When
the Elders address this conference and
the Spirit is upon them more than it

was at the preceding conference, it

shows most clearly that there has been
an advance on the part of the Latter-

day Saints in the performance of theli

duties. The next conference we have,

if the Saints will continue to improve as

they have done during the last six

months, our Elders will have more of

the Spirit, and their addresses will be
even more intelligent and more service-

able to you than they have been during
this conference.

Brethren and sisters, God bless you.

This is what I wanted to say to you.

I have had a distressing cold the last

eight or ten days, which has made me
very hoarse, and I feared that I would
not be able to appear at all during this

conference.

I want to say a few words in refer-

ence to one particular subject, and I

do not want what I shall say to be for-

gotten. It is a matter that concerns
all the Saints; you are all interested in

it, and especially the Presidents ot

Stakes, their counselors, the High
Councilors, the Bishops and their

counselors, and all those who have been
appointed to hold certain portions ot

the Holy Priesthood and to bo
actively engaged in the various
Stakes of Zion. There are now fifty

Stakes of Zion and these Stakes are
composed of several wards. On an
average there are probably seven or
eight wards to each Stake. Over each
Stake there are a president and two
counselors and twelve High Councilors.

Then there are Bishops and counselors

over the respective wards. And now,
what responsibilities rest upon the of-

ficials of these fifty Stakes! The
dominion of the Latter-day Saints, to

a large extent, and the highest and
most sacred responsibilities are de-

pending upon these fifty presidents;

and there is something to do for each

of these authorities that I have men-
tioned. The most extensive and im-

portant responsibilities devolve upon
these officials. And although, I doubt

not, they have been pretty faithful in

the past, they have not been so faith-

ful in some respects, as they ought to

have been; they have not realized their

sacred responsibilities so much as they

might have done.

This Church is now nearly seventy

two years of age, and we are not ex-

pected to do the work of the days of

our youth, but to do greater, larger and

more extensive work. The Lord is

coming one of these days, and He Is

interested in the work that you ought

to be doing, and anxious to be doing.

You ought to do all that you possibly

can, and leave everything in your busi-

ness affairs that you wisely can do

and attend to these matters. The
presidents of these fifty Stakes shoula
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consider the people in their respective
Stakes, in their various dominions.
They shoula regard them as their own
family, as their sons and daughters;
and take as deep an interest in them
as they ought to take in their own
wives and children. It should be their
thought by aay and by night, how and
In what way Lhey can be most service-
able to their respective charges. Oh!
brethren, do remember these things
that I am now talking about; do not
forget them. You presidents, when
you retire to your rest, you probably
can spend half an hour before
you go to sleep, and let your thoughts
run over your several jurisdictions. See
wherein, either physically, financially
or spiritually, you can help, and what
can be done best in advancing the in-
terests of your official family. These
Bishops, however wise and energetic
they may think themselves—and the
most of them certainly are very wlso
and energetic—need to be looked after. It
is not the duty of the Apostles to look
after them.
The Apostles have a work that is in

another direction altogether. I want
the Presidents of Stakes hereafter to
realize that it is their business, not the
business of the Apostles; it is the busi-
ness of the High Priests, the Elders,
the Bishops, Priests, Teachers and Dea-
cons to look after these things. Do not
lay this duty upon the shoulders of the
Apostles. It is not in their line, at least
only occasionally. There is a certain
channel by and through which the Lord
intends to exalt His sons and daugh-
ters, to remove wickedness from the
earth and to establish righteousness,
and that channel is the Priesthood,
which God has established and shown
clearly the nature and character of the
various officers and duties thereof. The
Apostles and the Seventies, it ia their
business by the appointment of the Al-
mighty, to look after the interests of
the world. The Seventies and the
Twelve Apostles are special witnesses
unto the nations of the earth. The
.business of the High Priests, the Elders
and the Bishops is to look after
the interests of these various or-

ganizations that I have mentioned.
You presiding officers of the vari-
ous Stakes of Zion, the time is

coming when you will not have
to call and depend so much upon the
Twelve Apostles. They will be direct-
ed in other channels, and I want you
to distinctly understand it; and do not
seek to throw responsibilities that be-
long to you upon these Twelve Apostles
and upon the Seventies.

I wanted to say this, and to speak
it with energy and in a way that you
will not forget it, that you cannot for-
get it. It is a wonderful responsibility,
and the Lord expects it of you. You
ought to know how the laws of God
are observed in your respective locali-
ties—how the Sabbath is kept; whether
the young people are swearing, and off
at midnight when they ought to be at
home; how the parents govern and con-
trol them; how far the people are pay-
ing their tithing correctly; what they
are doing in regard to their meeting
houses, their school houses, and their
houses of amusement; whether they
are expending their time and means too
much in these directions, or not
enough; and what you can do in help-
ing them along. Look at these things,
and everything that pertains to the
happiness of your children, the mem-
bers of this family of yours, see what
you can do about it. And the Lord
God of Israel will help you in this, be-
cause it is just what He wants you to
do. It is the duty that He has placed
upon you to discharge, and He certain-
ly will help you. But when you take
any other course—when you depend up-
on the Apostles to reform your respec-
tive Stakes—you are doing that which
you have no business to do. Do it your-
selves, you Presidents of Stakes and
counselors, you High Councilors, and
you Bishops. The High Council should
visit all through the Stake which they
have charge of in connection with the
President and his counselors. It Is not
the business altogether of the High
Council to just wait till some persons
come before them and want some little

trifle settled. They have got to do
something else^ more noble and grand
than such little matters. Go where you
can do good, and be lively in It.

Now, God bless you Latter-day
Saints. I am glad to see such a vast
multitude as there is here, and that I

understand has been throughout this
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conference. I repeat, I am so delighted

to hear that the Spirit of God has been
on the Elders so bountifully as it has,

and that they have spoken so well and
so wisely to you as they have. I thank
you for the faith you have exercised,

because when I arose here I did not

know that I could speak five words;

but now I have said what I wanted to

say. A great deal could be enlarged

upon this, and the brethren will do so

as opportunity serves.

There is still one matter that I might
speak of. I am going on pretty fast to-

ward my eighty-eighth year; I will

soon be eighty-eight years old; and I

have been laboring now for some
months with but one counselor—Presi-

dent Joseph F. Smith. I feel as though

I wanted a little more help—another

counselor; and I have selected one,

(through, I believe, the manifestations

of the Lord), who, I think, will be ener-

getic and strong, will serve the people,

and help me and President Joseph F.

Smith along in a proper way; and I

hope you will sustain and support him.

God bless you. Amen.

THE GENERAL. AUTHORITIES

were presented for the votes of the

general assembly by President Joseph

F. Smith, as follows:

Lorenzo Snow, as Prophet, Seer and

Revelator and President of the Church

of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints.

Joseph F. Smith as first counselor in

the First Presidency.

Rudger Clawson as second counselor

in the First Presidency.

As members of the council of the

Twelve Apostles: Brigham Young,

Francis M. Lyman, John Henry Smith,

George Teasdale, Heber J. Grant, John

W. Taylor, Marriner W. Merrill, An-

thon H. Lund, Matthias F. Cowley,

Abraham O. "Woodruff and Reed Smoot.

The counselors in the First Presi-

dency and the Twelve Apostles as

Prophets, Seers and Revelators.

Patriarch to the Church, John Smith.

First Seven Presidents of Seventies,

Seymour B. Young, Christian D. FJeld-

sted, Brigham Henry Roberts, George

Reynolds, Jonathan G. Kimball, Rulon

S. Wells and Joseph W. McMurrin.

"William B. Preston as presiding Bish-

op, with Robert T. Burton and John
R. "Winder as his first and second coun-
selors.

Anthon H. Lund as Church Historian
and general Church recorder.

As Trustee-in-trust for the body of
religious worshippers known as the
Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day
Saints, Lorenzo Snow.

As mem'oers of the general Church
Doard of education, Lorenzo Snow,
"Vv^illard Young, Anthon H. Lund,
James Sharp, Joseph F. Smith, John
Nicholson, Gorge H. Brimhall, Rudger
Clawson and Joseph M. Tanner.
As general superintendent of Church

schools, Joseph M. Tanner.
As secretary of the general Church

board of education, George Reynolds.
As members of the board of examin-

ers, Joseph M. Tanner, George H.
Brimhall, Joshua H. Paul, James H.
Linford and John M. Mills.

As secretary of the board of examin-
ers, John M. Mills.

Owing to the recent death of Sister

Zina D. H. Young, late president of the
Relief Society, and there therefore not
being a full organization, the officers

were not presented.

General authorities of the Sunday
schools:

Lorenzo Snow, general superintend-

ent; George Reynolds, first assistant

general superintendent; Joseph M. Tan-
ner, second assistant general superin-

tendent. Members of the Deseret Sun-
day School Union Board: Lorenzo
Snow, George Reynolds, Joseph M.
Tanner, Thomas C. Griggs, Joseph W.
Summerhays, Levi "W. Richards,

Francis M. Lj^man, Heber J. Grant,

George Teasdale, Hugh J. Cannon, An-
drew Kimball, Joseph F. Smith, John
"W. Taylor, L. John Nuttall, James W.
Ure, John F. Bennett, John M. Mills,

"William D. Owen, Seymour B. Young,
George D. Pyper, Henry Peterson, An-
thon H. Lund, George D. Pyper, general

secretary; George Reynolds, treasurer.

General authorities of the Young
Men's Mutual improvement associa-

tions:

Lorenzo Snow, general superintend-

ent; Joseph F. Smith, Heber J. Grant,

B. H. Roberts, assistants; Thomas
Hull, secretary and treasurer; Evan


