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Stephens, music director; Horace S.

Ensign, assistant music director.

Board of Aids—Francis M. Lyman,
Jolin Henry Smith, Matthias F.Cowley,
Abraham O. Woodruff, J. Golden Kim-
iDall, Junius F. Wells, Milton H. Hardy,
Kodney C. Badger, George H. Brimhall,

Edward H. Anderson, Douglas M. Todd,
Nephi L. Morris, Willard Done, Le Roi
C Snow, Frank T. Taylor, Rudger
Clawson, Rulon S. Wells, Joseph W.
McMurrin, Reed Smoot, Briant S.

Hinckley, Moses W. Taylor, B. F.

Grant, Henry S. Tanner.
General Authorities of the Young

Ladies' Mutual Improvement Associa-

tions:

Elmina S. Taylor, president; Maria Y.

Dougall, first counselor; Martha H.
Tingey, second counselor; Ann M. Can-
non, secretary and treasurer; Joan
Campbell, recording secretary.

Board of Aids—Adella W. Eardley,

Sarah Eddington, Agnes Campbell,
Lillie T. Freeze, Minnie J. Snow, May
Booth Talmage, Rose W. Bennett,

Emma Goddard, Alice K. Smith, Eliza-

beth C. McCune, Ruth M. Fox, Julia M.
Brixen, Helen W. Woodruff, Augusta
W. Grant, Mary A. Freeze, Susa Y.

Gates.

General Atithorities of the Primary
associations:

Louie B. Felt, president; Lillie T.

Freeze, first counselor; Josephine R.

West, second counselor; May Anderson,

secretary and treasurer; Olive Der-
bidge, assistant secretary; Euphemia
I. Burnham, recording secretary.

Board of Aids—Aurelia S. Rogers,

Lulu L. Greene Richards, Camilla C.

Cobb, Cornelia H. Clayton, Belle S.

Ross, S. E. Hyde, Edna L. Smith.

Officers of Religion Classes—Anthon
H. Lund, general superintendent; Rud-
ger Clawson, first assistant; Joseph M.
Tanner, second assistant; L. John Nut-
tall, general secretary and aid; John M.
Mills, Henry Peterson, aids.

Leader and Director of the Taber-
nacle Choir—Evan Stephens, with Hor-
ace S. Ensign as his assistant; John J.

McClellan as organist, and all the mem-
Ders of the choir.

John Nicholson, as clerk of the gen-

eral conference.

All the voting was affirmative.

The choir sang:

"Arouse, O ye mortals."

ELDER JOHN HENRY SMITH,

The extension of Zion—Oflacers should utilize the
talents of those under their watchcare—

A

testimony to the truth of the work.

The spirit of this conference has been
such that the saints, in returning to
their homes in the various parts of the
country, will carry with them, I be-
lieve, a fixed determination to seek in

every way the improvement of the peo-
ple. President Smith, in the opening
of our conference, laid upon the breth-
ren the necessity of the Priesthood im-
pressing fully and thoroughly upon tne
minds of the brethren and sisters the
room for improvement which exists
among some of the members of the
community in the character of the lan-
guage they used. He also sought to

impress upon the minds of the breth-
ren and sisters that if we would make
ourselves acceptable to our Heavenly
Father, a more thoughtful observance
of many of the primary principles of
the Gospel and the moral rules and
regulations of the law of God would be
required on the part of the Saints, and
the presiding officers would have to fol-

low up any evidence of laxness in mor-
ality, any tendency to profanity or to

the use of intoxicating drinks, in the

districts over which they were called

to preside. Several of the brethren
have spoken upon this subject, and the

spirit of their instructions, 1 believe,

has found lodgment in the hearts of

those who wer^ permitted to listen unto
them. President Snow comes to us this

afternoon, in the closing hours of this

conference, and presents to us his sug-

gestions looking to a more active labor

upon the part of presiding officers in

the wards and Stakes of Zion, and em-
phasizes the suggestions presented in

the remarks of President Smith that

more care is requisite on the part of

the Saints to hold themselves in closer

communion with the Spirit of the Lord
and to seek to avoid the possibility of

profanity, coarseness of language, or

the disobeying of any of the plain and
simple requirements of the Gospel.

In the time I may occupy I de-

sire to say to the Latter-day
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Saints that the work of the Lord

is extending. Its growth cannot be

questioned by those who administer in

the various sections of the country and

discover in their visits the constant on-

ward movement on the part of the

members of the Church of Jesus Christ

of Latter-day Saints to seek to extend

the borders of Zion. As President Snow
remarked, the organization of fifty

Stakes presents to the world a body of

150 men as presidents, equipped by the

possession of the High Priesthood, set

apart and instructed in the doctrines of

the Gospel of the Lord Jesus. Called to

the aid of each of these presidencies, as

a rule, in every Stake of Zion, are

eighteen more High Priests in the form

of High Council and alternates. These

men are selected from among the most

capable. God-fearing and earnest men
that can be found in the organization.

They are the chosen judges among the

people; and, as has been explained by

President Snow, they are not alone

judges of doctrine, judges of

the conditions of their breth-

ren who may be in transgression,

judges to adjust differences in mat-

ters of finance, but they are men who
by their experience in the world in

teaching the principles of the Gospel

and in seeking to extend the borders of

Zion are presumed to be thoroughly

prepared for the discharge of the sacred

obligation of preaching the principles of

righteousness and pointing the way of

life to the people over whom they are

called to preside in connection with the

presidency of the Stake. Following in

their wake, in every one of these

Stakes are several wards, fully and
thoroughly organized for the perform-

ance of the duty of guarding the inter-

ests, temporal and spiritual, of the

people in their districts. Many of the

Bishops of the wards selected to ad-

minister under the direction of the pre-

siding authority of the Church
through the presidency of the

Stake, have had an extended experi-

ence in the practical things of life,

and there are but few of them but
what have had an extended experience

in various lands and climes seeking to

enlarge the borders of Zion in the pro-

mulgation of the principles of the Gos-

pel of the Lord Jesus. These men have

won their spurs, if you please, from
the fact that their hearts have been

given to the accomplishment oV our
Father's purposes. It is sometimes
manifest, however, that in the fulfill-

ment of the duties attaching to the

Bishopric the same- skill and ability is

not manifested by them as they exhibit-

ed in heralding the truth among the

children of men and calling the world to

repentance. The suggestions couched in

the instructions of President Snow,
that he wished these Presidents of

Stakes to be fathei's of these families,

to love them as their own wives and
children, and to guard their interests

and establish in their breasts a deter-

mination to obey the commandments of

God, are suggestions that I trust every
presiding officer in the Stakes and
wards of Zion will receive; and it is to

be hoped that the same spirit and senti-

ment shall be engendered in the breasts

of the presidents of the High Priests'

quorums, the Seventies' quorums and
the Elders' quorums, that at any time

and place where the Presidency of the

Church may require capable and thor-

ough men for the discharge of any duty
in connection with the development of

the work of God, they shall be enabled
to supply such men fully equipped for

the performance of the part that may
be required at their hands. There does
sometimes manifest itself in some of

the presiding officers, as I have discov-

ered in my experience among the Stakes
and wards of Zion, a fear of the de-

velopment of men. These conditions, it

is true, are rare, but they have existed.

When young men have sought to equip
themselves for the performance
of theif part, their development
seems to have ffiven rise to a fear on
the part of the presiding" officer

that they were ambitious and were
seeking to secure an influence that

would belittle him in the management
and control of his district. It seems to

me that the President of the Stake, or

the Bishop of the ward, should have a
body of men working under his watch-
care whose talents he will utilize in

Ithose directions where <(hey exhibit

skill and ability. The man who fails

to utilize and develop the men who are

called to labor under him, is indeed

lacking in the spirit of the work of
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God, and is not himself equipped for and engaged in the self-same work, be
the performance of his part looking to

the preparation of the men under his

watchcare for the mission and destiny
that should be theirs.

I recognize the fact, my brethren and
sisters, that my time is now far spent.

I desire, in connection with my associ-

ates, to bear testimony to the truth

of the Gospel of the Son of God. I know
that it is true. I know that the organ-
ization established through the minis-
trations of the Savior of the world, un-
der the direction of the Father, is

among the children of men; that it has
come to aid in the regeneration of the
human family, and in the due time of

the Lord to establish our Father's king-

dom in majesty and power in the
earth; that He has gathered the ele-

ments from the corners of the earth
which have thus far united themselves
with the work, and while perchance
they may not be all that they should

be, they have been those elements that

have drunk in of the Spirit of Almighty
God and have been impressed with a
determination that, so far as the Fa-
ther shall give them the power, they

will minister for the accomplishment
of His purposes and call mankind to

repentance. To this end, my brothers

of the Presidencies of the Stakes, of

the High Councils, of the Bishoprics;

you High Priests, Seventies, and El-

ders, upon whose heads have been be-

stowed the Holy Priesthood, see to it

that in the struggle for accomplish-

ment of the purposes of Almighty God
your hands shall not slacken, but with

a determined purpose, with your face

to the accomplishment of the divine

will, you will crowd forward our Fa-
ther's work and aid in the establish-

ment of His kingdom, that the Re-
deemer of the world shall come and
reign In righteousness over a people

equipped for the accomplishment of the

destiny our Father has marked out for

them.
May our Father bless the organiza-

tion of His Church. May the spirit of

life rest upon this aged man who holds

the sceptre in his hands. May the

glory of God shine round about him,

and may his days be lengthened as

long as he may desire. May his asso-

ciates be governed by the same spirit.

found stalwart for the cause of truth
and for the maintenance of righteous-

ness in the world; and may all the
Priesthood of the Son of God magnify
their callings and stand for the truth,

is my prayer in the name of Jesus.
Amen.
The choir sang:

"Arouse, Oh Te Mortals."

PRESIDENT RUDGER CLAWSON.
All should ba willing to labor according to as-

signment—Eternal character of the Priesthood,

I desire, my brethren and sisters, to

make myself heard, if possible, by this

vast congregation of people, though I

feel it will be a difflcult matter. I want
to say that this call has come to me as
a great surprise—doubtless as great a
surprise to me as to you who are as-

sembled upon this occasion. I feel my
weakness and my inefficiency, and that

there is nothing that could make me
equal to the acceptance of this ap-
pointment, of this high responsibility^

except a knowledge that this is the

work of the Lord. I testify to you that

it is the work of the Lord. I feel and
realize that the Lord can make His ser-

vants equal to every responsibility. I

have this faith and this desire; I am
willing to work and to labor wherever
the Lord wants me to labor, under the

direction of my brethren. I desire your
faith and prayers, and your support;

that you will sustain me in this high
calling, as I desire t« sustain and hope
to be able to sustain my President,

President Lorenzo Snow. I desire to b©
a help and a strength to him, and a
counselor in very deed. It is the aim
of my life that wherever I am called to

labor, in any position, to give my heart

and soul to that labor. I want to say

to this great congregation of people

that I am willing to be used where the

Lord wants me, as I feel that this

should be the case with all the author-

ities of the Church of Christ. There

is no appointment in this Church, that

I know of, that is absolutely permanent,

excepting the Holy Priesthood, which

we are called to hold. "When we re-

ceive that we hold it in this life, and

we take it with us in the life to come.

We exercise It in the world, and we ex-


