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cons, or the Priests, or any others; but

they shouia feel, "I am ready; God

has called ine to be a witness among
the ntitions of the earth, and I desire

to bear my full share of this responsi-

bility, that I may enjoy a fulness of the

promised blessing. The Lord has

clothed me with the authority; He re-

quires the preaching of the Gospel at

my hands, and I propose to put myself
in a condition to be ready for these

nppointments." I believe that is the

spirit that should actuate the brethren
who have been called to be Seventies.

I desire to ask the Bishops and the
presidents of stakes to look among the
quorums of the Seventy, and assist the

Council of the Seventy in procuring mis-

sionaries from them. I believe that

the doing of this will greatly strength-

en the hands of the mission presidents,

and be a source of strength to all the

missions in the world. There are thou-

sands of men and women in the nations
who have received the principles of the

everlasting Gospel, who understand the

first principles of the Gospel, and who
are well grounded in the faith. They
need some men of experience in their

midst, whc can counsel them, and who
can feed them better ofttimes than a
young arid inexperienced missionary
can. My experience leads me to say
that there are a great many men
abroad who are as "well or better quali-

fied lo preach the Gospel than some
of the miF.sionaries who are sent into

their midst
As I have said, I rejoice to see the

young men being sent forth. I want my
own sons tr go. I believe every fath-

er and mother, who has a testimony
of the truth of the ever-
lasting- Gospel has the same
desire in relation to their sons. But I

wouM feel to rejoice in my heart in

the going of my sons, if I knew that

there were with them men of experi-

ence and understanding, men thorough-
ly est.ibJished in the Gospel, and
men who could take them by the

hand and lead them and act to them
in the place of a father. I would feel

that they were in safer hands in the

company of such men than if they were
with the young men altogether. I

therefore recommend to the brethren
not to overlook the quorums of the

Seventy, but to furnish more mission-

aries from that band of men who have

been designated of the Lord as being

especially responsible for the preaching

of His word.
I bear my testimony, my brethren and

sisters, to the truth of the work in

which we are engaged. I know it to be

of God. I prize the testimony that the

Lord has given me concerning this work
above all else in the world. I pray with

all my heart that God will help me to

retain that testimony, and to labor in

the midst of the people, whether it be

at home or abroad, as I may be directed

by those who preside over me, so that

I may fill up the measure of my days in

the way that He desires. I pray that

this blessing may be upon all the peo-

ple, that we may be true to God, true to

each other, true to the covenants that
we have made with our Father in hea-

ven in holy places, and that the accom-
plishment of the purposes of the Al-

mighty and the building up of His
kingdom may be the desire of our
hearts; for this will bring to us eter-

-

nal life in the presence of our Father,

the reward that God has promised to

the faithful; and the gaining of this

blessing should be the very strongest

desire of which we are, or can be pos-

sessed. God bless us and help us to be'

true and faithful, help us to honor and'
respect the authority of the Holy
Priesthood, help us to hold up the hands
of the men of God who preside over us
and to hearken to their counsels, that'

the purposes of the Almighty may be
fully accomplished in the earth, is my
prayer in the name of Jesus. Amen.

ELDER GEORGE REYNOLDS.
The growth of Zion—Development of Sunday

School work.

My brethren and sisters, realizing

that I should have to speak next for a
few moments, I have been trembling
upon my seat, but asking myself the

question, 'Why should I fear to stand

up before my brethren and sisters? Do
I not know that this is the Gospel of

our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ? Yes,

most certainly. Do I not hold a portion

of the Holy Priesthood? Assuredly I

do. Have I not for many years been a
member of the Church, endeavoring to

understand the principles of eternal life
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and to obtain the spirit of the Gospel? I

answer, Yes. Why, therefore, should I,

or why should anyone who is clothed

with the power of the Priesthood, who
loves God, and who is seeking to serve

Him, fear to address a congregation of

his brethren and sisters? There is

something, however, in large masses of

people which has an influence that

causes us all to feel our own littleness,

our own insignificance compared with

the body of the Church.

I feel like those who have preceded

me, that we can truthfully say and
truthfully sing, "Zion is growing." The
kingdom of God is increasing in power
upon the earth. We see it in our growth
numerically; we see it in the increase

of our settlements, in the area of coun-

try that w^e are covering, in the exten-

sion of the stakes of Zion, and in the

growth of our Church schools. We can
see it also in the greater obedience of

thepeople to the law of tithing and to

other laws that God has revealed. All

these things tell us that the Lord is

with His people, and that He will fully

accomplish all that he has declared;

for as we know. He is abundantly able
to take care of His people and of His
work.

With regard to what Elder Joseph W.
McMurrin has been saying, I also know
that there is a dearth of experienced
men in the foreign ministry of the
Church. I know it because of the re-

quisitions that so often pass through
my. hands from the presidents of mis-
sions, asking for more experienced men
to be sent to them. I appreciate the
diligence and zeal, the singleness of
heart and purpose of our young men.
Still, the power of the preaching of the
Gospel would be manifestly increased

if many of them had more experience,

or, to put it in another form, if there
was a greater percentage of experienced
men associated with them in proclaim-
ing the glorious principles of the ever-
lasting Gospel. We know that the Lord
is opening other gates in the midst of
the nations, that he is prospering Hia
work, that many are listening to the
truth and that the Gospel is now being
preached in numbers of places, cities,

towns and regions where one or two
years ago nothing was known concern-

ing it. The demand from abroad is that

more Elders be sent. It is very seldom

—hardly ever Indeed—that any presi-

dent of a mission says he has too many
Elders in the field. The constant cry is

for more men, because there are more

openings. But as far as my experience

has gone, there appears to be no meth-

od by which we can guage the condition

of any particular portion of the Lord's

work by the increase of the Elders sent

there, because there are times of sow-

ing and times of reaping in the mission-

ary fields, as there are in the field of

the agriculturist; but, as a rule, the

more Elders the more baptism's, though

the percentage is not always higher,

per capita by reason of an increase of

the number of Elders in the field.

I rejoice with you, my brethren and
sisters, in these things, because I love

the cause of God. I desire to see it

prosper, and I know I will.

There is another field of labor in

which I am engaged that, I am thank-

ful to know, is growing and doing its

part—that is, the Sunday school por-

tion of the work of the Lord. In con-

junction with this is the work done by
other auxiliary organizations connected

with the Church. We find, especially

abroad, that additional importance and
fresh strength has been given to the

Sunday school work. In some places

the first foothold obtained in the

preaching of the Gospel has been by the

organization of Sunday schools in the

midst of non-members of the Church,
and we know of schools that are flour-

ishing and numerically strong where
scarcely one-fifth of those who attend

are members of the Church or children

of members of the Church. We can
make a favorable report in this direc-

tion with regard to the growth of the

work of the Lord and the increase of

knowledge of principle amongst our
young people.

May God bless us, strengthen us, and
enable us to do His will completely,

whatsoever our calling or our duties

may be, that we may fulfill the object

of our creation, and do all for God's

cause that He requires at our hands,

is my prayer, through Jesus our Re-
deemer. Amen.


