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tion with "Mormonlsm." The work
of scientists and inventors resulting in

making the earth a network of rail-

roads and telegraph lines, and convert-
ing the oceans, once a terror to man,
into merely convenient highways of

commerce, together with the elabllsh-

ment of those systems of communica-
tion which bring all parts of the

world into immediate touch with one
another. All these things, I repeat,

have a relationship to "Mormonism,"
in that they are means by which phys-
ical conditions are being brought into

existence that will co-ordinate with
those spiritual and moral conditions
which "Mormonism" will yet establish,

and will bring to pass, the realization

of the world's hope for that reign of

peace and righteousness called the
millennium.

I thought perhaps that by calling

your attention to things outside the

lines so far reached by the remarks of

my brethren, might increase your
joy and lift up your hearts in gratitude
to the Lord for allowing us to be con-
nected with a work so glorious, so Im-
mense; a work that reaches backward
into the past, that fills entirely the

present, and that will shape the destiny.

of the human race. I thank God for

the bigness of His work, for its suc-

cesses at home and abroad, and for the

indications to be seen in the revolu-
tions going on about us that God's
spirit is working among all people, to

bring to pass the accomplishment of

His great designs.

May the Lord bless you. Amen.

ELDER SEYMOUR B. YOUNG.
The W'trk of training pi ospectlve missionaries

—

How the Elders are called—Appeal for personal
purity.

My beloved brethren and sisters, I

have listened today with joy and sat-

isfaction to the remarks of my breth-

ren, and with you I rejoice in the tes-

timony they have given and the pleas-

ant influence that has prompted them,
and that especially rested upon Presi-

dent Smith in his introductory remarks
this forenoon.

As has been remarked by my breth-

ren of the Seventies, many mission-

aiies are being called and sent into

the field. We have at the present lime

between 1,300 and 1,400 young men Scat-

tevid tl;;roughout about twenty mis-
sionary fields. While there are less at
the present time than we have had in

times past, we believe that as a rule

the Elders are better equipped now
than formrly; for they have better op-
portunities to school themselves and to
gain the information that will qualify
them to meet the vicissitudes and the
obligations that missionaries have to

face in the midst of an unbeliev'ng
worll. Looking to this better equip-
ment, the Presidency of the Church
have established missionary classes in

most of the leading institutions of
learning in the various Stakes of Zion.

In Arizona there is a Latter-day
Saints academy in the St. Joseph Stake,

which Stake is presided over by Prest.

Andrew Kimball, and it seems to have
been his ambiton and determination to

make that institution, with the aid of

his brethren and the Latter-day Saints

of that Stake, an institution where the

7/oung people can be educated and ad-

vanced along the lines of proper edu-

cation, thus fitting and preparing them
for missionary labor and for the du-
ties that will devolve upon them as

they grow to riper years. In the Brig-

ham Young Academy at Provo is estab-

lished another missionary class; also

one in the Snow academy, of South
Sanpete Stake, and another large class

in the Latter-day Saints University of

the Salt Lake Stake of Zion, and still

another in the Weber Stake Academy
and in the Brigham Young
College at Logan. In these mis-

sionary classes the young men are

taught the principles of the Gospel.

They are also taught good manners.
They are introduced to a system of

study, and required to prosecute it,

a'ong naiticular lines, so as to prepare

them to!' the duties of missionaries,

and fit them to meet the people of the

world in a proper manner and spirit.

It is enjoined upon these missionaries,

when they go out into the world, tlirit

they not only bring to bear the power
that they may gain by having a knowl-
edge of the Gospel and a witness of the

Holy Spirit in regard to its truth,

but that they shall approach people

in a 'jroper, gentlemanly manner, and
never be guilty of tearing down or
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pulling- to pieces other people's re-

ligious faith. They are shown how to

make friends with strangers, and how
to induce people to receive them kind-

ly, hy creating a friendly feeling in the

hearts of those whom they approach.

Ahout thirteen weeks ago it was pro-

posed in this stake of Zion that there

should be a night school for mission-

aries established. President Paul, of

the l^atter-day Saints University, had
an interview with the Presidency of

the Church, and they assigned the man-
agement of this class to the Council of

the Seventies. Immediately the class

was organized, and teachers were chos-

en to give this night class instruction.

Brother Ben God^ard was chosen as

Instructor for the first six weeks; Bish-

op Iverson of the Second ward was
chosen for the next six weeks; and
those two brethren are just closing

their labors with this night class. I

wish to say in their behalf that they
have manfully, earnestly and profitably

conducted this class; they have "been

devoted, and they have done a good
work among the youth of this stake of

ZIon. They are worthy of great praise

and commendation for the devotion
they have exhibited In this work.
Brother J. M. Tanner, superintendent
of Church schools, and a professor of

markC'l abiiitv in the education of the
youth of 7.ion, is going to take charge
of the class fcr the next six weeks. We
see already good results from the

training of those brethren.

In regard to the young Elders that

have recently gone out on missions, I

want to say that they, like other El-
ders who have been called and sent into

the missionary field, have been called

by the voire of the Lord through the

Prophet. Seer and Revelator of the

Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day
Saints. While 1 state this I agree with
my brethren that in the future possi-

bly some brethren of greater experience

might l:>e added to this corps of young
men that are being constantly sent out.

On the first of tte month we set apart
26 young Elders: on the second, four
mere, ana

,

yesterday, 18 more, making
48 yo;iru m!sK ci'aries tnat h<. .'e :;lr.3ri '\~

been ordained and set apart and are

ready to start. Some of them have al-

ready gone, while the rest are ready to

go into the different parts of the world.

These are mostly young men, some of

them quite boyish In their appearance;
and yet they have come here at the

call of the Presidency of the Church
and offered a sacrifice, to devote their

time, their lives, and all that they
have, to the service of the Master, at

the call of their leader. When we look

upon these young men we feel to bless

them. As the presiding quorum of

Seventy have considerable of this la-

bor to do, we rejoice exceedingly when
s.e see the willingness with v/h;,-^h

tlii'se young ipen respond to the call-s

made upon them; and we contemplate
with a great deal of satisfaction the
advance that they have made in the
past few months during which they
have been students in these missionary
classes, thus fitting and preparing
themselves for usefulness and begin-
ning the labor of their lives; for this

is only the beginning. As we have been
informed by our presiding oflflcers, oth-
er missions will be opened, and more
numerous will the calls be. Therefore,
the Seventies need to prepare them-
selves for this great labor, by earnest
and faithful study of the principles of
the Gospel; and when the call

comes to them, let the feel-

ing be universal in the quorums
of Seventies that there is no
chance to shirk, no loophole for them
to get out, and that they must respond
to the call; for when a man is ordained
a Seventy he becomes a "minute man,"
and the Lord and His servants expect
that he will be ever ready, for that is

what the term means.
I saw a notice not long ago that

Harvard university was calling from
its advanced classes for volunteers to

go to foreign lands to preach the Gos-
pel—to be soldiers of the cross and fol-

low the Divine Master. It was stated
that some had answered that they were
ready to go to any part of the world,
but not any very great number. Then
I asked myself the question, How are
they going? Are they going out as
Elders, or Priests, or Seventies, or High
Priests? What kind of a calling do
they get, and who calls them? I am
not going to pass any opinion upon
them, nor upon the call that they re-
ceived; but I have learned of the Gos-
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pel this much, that for a man to he

called of God by prophecy and by the

laying on of hands and to be authorized

to go forth to preach the Gospel, he

must be ordained and set apart under

the hands of an Apostle or by his direc-

tion. This is the way that the mis-

sionaries of the Church of Jesus Christ

of Latter-day Saints are sent out. This

is the way the servants of God have al-

ways been sent out, in every age of

the world. The missionaries that

preach the Gospel of the Lord Jesus

Christ are always sent out under a

divine call, by direction of the Apos-

tles, with the Lord Jesus himself at

the head.

Recently I read part of a column in

the Deseret News from which paper I

gain much valuable information in re-

gard to things that are transpiring in

the world; and of interest to the peo-

ple of this Church. I noticed that a

Prof. Hite had made a great discovery

pertaining to the cliff dwellers along

the Colorado river. In speaking of one

cliff dwelling he stated that he had

traced It along the surface of the cliff

down near the bank of the river, and
had measured the distance as accurate-

ly as he could, and that one dwelling,

he said, was more than a quarter of a

mile in length and four stories In

height, and the lower story was 600

feet up a perpendicular cliff, out of

reach, and the rocks projecting as they

did some 100 feet out from the cliff

overhanging the dwelling prevented

anyone from being let down from the

rock above to reach it. This learned

professor gave it as his opinion that

this structure must have been erected

more than 12,000,000 of years ago, be-

cause the erosion of that rock could

not have been accomplished in less

time than that. I want to call your

attention to III Nephi In the Book of

Mormon. We find there that great up-

heavals took place on this continent

during the crucifixion of the Savior.

Many cities were destroyed, and great

inland seas were formed; great fissures

and caverns were made through solid

rocks, and lakes and rivers drained.

By reading an account of this great

upheaval we may readily conclude that

it has not taken 12,000,000 of years to

change the face of nature sines thesi»

cliff dwellings were erected. The Pro-

phet Joseph, through the inspiration

of the Almighty, brought to iio-ht the

Book of Mormon. By the same power

he introduced the Gospel of the Lord

Jesus Christ, and instituted the or-

ganization of the quorums of the Holy
Priesthood in the perfect form that we
see them today.

These young Elders go out with a

testimony in their hearts that in 'he

latter days the Lord has raised up a

Prophet, who has brought liEe and
light and Immortality to the children

of men. They have received a knowl-

edge that Jesus is the Chricit, .ill that

by Him and through Him mankind
may be redeemed, through faith and
obedience to the Gospel. The resur-

rection of the dead is broutjhi to light

through the resurrection o! our Re-
deemer, and Jesus lived and died for

the salvation of the huma.i family.

These young Elders have this testi-

mony, which they go out to proclaim.

after being ordained and set apart tin-

der the inspiration of divine .authority,

through the Apostles of the Lord
Jesus. Those who volunteer to go in

response to the call made upon them,

go forth fearlessly, trusting in the

power that called them; reiying not

on their own strength, but jn the

strength of the power of God. AVe say

to these young Elders, "When you go

into a house where they give you en-

tertainment, conduct yourselves as

gentlemen; be clean and pure in your
dep'-rtment and in your conversation;

hold the honor of that house and that

family as sacred, yea, more sacred tV an
you do your own life, and do not per-

mit anything to be said or done by you
that shall bring suspicion upon you or
shall tarnish your good name. You
go out to represent a good people, who
are virtuous, honest, and upright be-

fore the Lord. Do not let your ac-

tions tarnish that good name. Do not

do anything that shall prevent you,

when you return, from receiving the

embrace of that loving mother that

Broclier Kimball mentioned this morn-
ing: but be in that condition that when
you look your loved ones in the face

you can do so without your cheeks
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buining with shame, or without your
eyes quailing through a consciousness

of misconduct."
This IS some of the instruction that

thi; Eiders receive prior to their de-

parture for missionary fields. We want
to eay to our young men who are still

students in these missionary classes,and

to all our young men and maidens
throughout Israel, Be ye pure and
clean; observe the laws of perfect

chastity in all your associations, know-
ing and realizing that the eye of the

Almighty Father is upon you, and
that youi parents and the pioneers of

this great work expect from you that

you will conduct yourselves in a way
that bhall bring credit to this people,

not only while you are abroad,but when
you are at home also. Let your con-

auct be all that it should be, and do

not infringe upon the rights of your fel-

low men. Let your lives be garnished

with purity of thought and action. The
Jewish maidens were taught by their

mothevss, many generations before the

ooming of the Messiah, to be pure and
elean and to keep their persons from
•verything that would bring a taint or

a blemish upon them, for the reason

that theii- Messiah, the king f f Judah,

was coming to reign upon the earth,

and JAe would come through the loins

ot a Jewish maiden. Hence the Jew-
ish mothers impressed upon their

daughters the necessity of keeping

themselves virtuous and sweet, so that

they luight be worthy of the honor of

bringing forth the Messiah. Such was
the lasting Impression made upon the

Je?/'.sh n'.aidens by these teachings that

the same purity of thought and action

charactt.")zes them even to this day.

The Messiah came through a beautiful

Jejv'lsh maiden, but they did not re-

ceive Hirii: and many of them still

look forward to His coming. As you
were informed today, many of the Jews
now look upon the Savior as a great

and good teacher, and one worthy of

the esteem and fellowship of the Jews;

•and in this connection I am reminded

of a little circumstance that was called

to my mind in witnessing a play called

"Tlic "Wile." In one scene there was a

taeetns of the directors of a bank at

midnight. Their cashier had been em-
bezzling the funds of the bank, and

his wife came in to plead for mercy
for him. She found, however, that she
could not touch the hearts of the
bankers. The president of the bank
was a Jew, and she, seeing a picture
of the Messiah on the wall of his study
where they were assembled said, in

the name of that holy being whom
you worship, I ask for mercy." He
said, "Madam, I do not worship that
being." "Why, then, said she, do you
have His picture in your house. Be-
cause, he replied, he was a Jew, and
the greatest Jew that ever lived, and
wiiy sht.uld I not have his picture in

my house? This evidences the very
thing thai Brother Roberts said, that
the Jews are learning to look upon Je-

sus, whom we worship, as the greatest

of the Jews, as a great teacher, and
are honoring Him as such. The time
has not yet come for them to ac-

knowledge Him as the Messiah of their

nation, but it will come; and He will

come, for He has promised that He will

come and reign upon the earth with
His people. It Is the duty of His peo-
ple, therefore, to prepare for His second
coming, that they may be found ready
to receive Him, and not be like the un-
lielieving Judean nation—refuse to rec-

ognize Him when He does come; for

it Is by the faith of the Gospel and
the witness that we have in our hearts
that '/(> Know that He is the Savior of

the world, and that He is coming to

reign on earth with His people. May
the Lord bless you, and fit and pre-

pare you for His coming, is my pray-
er, in the name of Jesus Christ. Amen.

ELDER HYRUM M. SMITH.

The value, a -qut^ement and possesFlon of truth

—

Prayers that *te heard not always answered

—

Evidence of d^iue origin of the Church.

I, too, am filled with the spirit of re-

joicing today. In being permitted to

gather in conference with the Latter-

day Saints, and In listening to the tes-

timonies of the servants of God as they
are borne. In looking over this vast

congregation I have felt to offer in my
heart a prayer of thanksgiving to my
Father in heaven that He has done so

much for His people. Nearly all things

that the Latter-day Saints need are

given to them. "Whenever they ask,

their prayers are heard and answered.


