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buining with shame, or without your
eyes quailing through a consciousness

of misconduct."
This IS some of the instruction that

thi; Eiders receive prior to their de-

parture for missionary fields. We want
to eay to our young men who are still

students in these missionary classes,and

to all our young men and maidens
throughout Israel, Be ye pure and
clean; observe the laws of perfect

chastity in all your associations, know-
ing and realizing that the eye of the

Almighty Father is upon you, and
that youi parents and the pioneers of

this great work expect from you that

you will conduct yourselves in a way
that bhall bring credit to this people,

not only while you are abroad,but when
you are at home also. Let your con-

auct be all that it should be, and do

not infringe upon the rights of your fel-

low men. Let your lives be garnished

with purity of thought and action. The
Jewish maidens were taught by their

mothevss, many generations before the

ooming of the Messiah, to be pure and
elean and to keep their persons from
•verything that would bring a taint or

a blemish upon them, for the reason

that theii- Messiah, the king f f Judah,

was coming to reign upon the earth,

and JAe would come through the loins

ot a Jewish maiden. Hence the Jew-
ish mothers impressed upon their

daughters the necessity of keeping

themselves virtuous and sweet, so that

they luight be worthy of the honor of

bringing forth the Messiah. Such was
the lasting Impression made upon the

Je?/'.sh n'.aidens by these teachings that

the same purity of thought and action

charactt.")zes them even to this day.

The Messiah came through a beautiful

Jejv'lsh maiden, but they did not re-

ceive Hirii: and many of them still

look forward to His coming. As you
were informed today, many of the Jews
now look upon the Savior as a great

and good teacher, and one worthy of

the esteem and fellowship of the Jews;

•and in this connection I am reminded

of a little circumstance that was called

to my mind in witnessing a play called

"Tlic "Wile." In one scene there was a

taeetns of the directors of a bank at

midnight. Their cashier had been em-
bezzling the funds of the bank, and

his wife came in to plead for mercy
for him. She found, however, that she
could not touch the hearts of the
bankers. The president of the bank
was a Jew, and she, seeing a picture
of the Messiah on the wall of his study
where they were assembled said, in

the name of that holy being whom
you worship, I ask for mercy." He
said, "Madam, I do not worship that
being." "Why, then, said she, do you
have His picture in your house. Be-
cause, he replied, he was a Jew, and
the greatest Jew that ever lived, and
wiiy sht.uld I not have his picture in

my house? This evidences the very
thing thai Brother Roberts said, that
the Jews are learning to look upon Je-

sus, whom we worship, as the greatest

of the Jews, as a great teacher, and
are honoring Him as such. The time
has not yet come for them to ac-

knowledge Him as the Messiah of their

nation, but it will come; and He will

come, for He has promised that He will

come and reign upon the earth with
His people. It Is the duty of His peo-
ple, therefore, to prepare for His second
coming, that they may be found ready
to receive Him, and not be like the un-
lielieving Judean nation—refuse to rec-

ognize Him when He does come; for

it Is by the faith of the Gospel and
the witness that we have in our hearts
that '/(> Know that He is the Savior of

the world, and that He is coming to

reign on earth with His people. May
the Lord bless you, and fit and pre-

pare you for His coming, is my pray-
er, in the name of Jesus Christ. Amen.

ELDER HYRUM M. SMITH.

The value, a -qut^ement and possesFlon of truth

—

Prayers that *te heard not always answered

—

Evidence of d^iue origin of the Church.

I, too, am filled with the spirit of re-

joicing today. In being permitted to

gather in conference with the Latter-

day Saints, and In listening to the tes-

timonies of the servants of God as they
are borne. In looking over this vast

congregation I have felt to offer in my
heart a prayer of thanksgiving to my
Father in heaven that He has done so

much for His people. Nearly all things

that the Latter-day Saints need are

given to them. "Whenever they ask,

their prayers are heard and answered.
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Truth is what they have wanted, and

truth is what they have, and is the llnlj

which welds them all so closely to-

gether.

It was written in Salt Lake City a

short time ago that all religions have

some truth, but that no religion has all

truth, for that could only be gained

through Iniinite progression. While

that statement is true, yet the Latter-

day Saints have the assurance and the

knowledge that all they have is true.

Every principle, every rite, every com-

mand that has ever been given to the

Saints of God in these days, from the

time of the Prophet Joseph Smith till

now, is true, because it came from

God, and therefore must be true. While
we have not all the truth, still we are

in that line of eternal and infinite pro-

gression v/hich eventually will place in

the possession of the faithful Latter-

day Saints all the truth. The Latter-

day Saints can have any and every

truth that others have. I cannot have
perhaps the same object that you have,

but I may have a truth that you have.

If you have the knowledge that the sun

first makes his appearance in the east,

I, too, may have that identical knowl-

edge. Therefore, whenever the Latter-

day Saints see a truth, whenever one

is made known, no matter where or by
whom it is possessed or found, they can

possess it also; and they do usually ac-

cept gladly every truth that is brought

to light. It makes no difference to them
whether it be Christian or pagan, or

heathen, who under God has been per-

mitted to show forth that truth.

My brethren and sisters, here we are

gathered together in a multitude.

Thousands of us can stand up and be-

fore all men declare that this is in-

deed the Church of God, and that we
have a knowledge—not a mere belief,

but a knowledge—that once more the

Lord has set His hand to establish a

people of His own in the earth. Be-

cause we know this, we have gathered

together today to listen still further to

the truths that God may have to trans-

mit to His children here. The Latter-

day Saints gather in their meeting

houses every week and there bear testi-

mony one to another of the goodness of

God. They testify that they know that

God lives, and that He indeed did con-

descend to answer the humble prayer

of the Prophet Joseph Smith; and they

call attention to many of the gifts and
blessings of God that have been made
known to them since their connection

with the Church. Many of them will

tell of the healings of the sick which
have been made manifest in their midst.

They acknowledge the hand of God in

the raising of their loved ones from
disease and affliction. They say they

know their prayers have been heard.

And while that is one of the evidences

of the truth of the Gospel unto us, there

are, in my judgment, many other evi-

dences, greater than the healing of the

sick, that God lives and is at the head
of this work. It is true that many
prayers are heard and answered in be-

half of the sick. We know that we are

given that for which we ask. We have
received that for which we sought. Yet
how many parents are there who have
prayed earnestly and long, and with all

the power of their souls, that God
would give them back one who was at

the point of death, and still their pray-
er has not been answered? How many
children have also offered such prayers

in behalf of parents, and yet their

prayers have not been answered; but
those for whom they wept and prayed
have been taken away. Prest.

Woodruff often used to say that he had
passed the allotted time of man
and was kept alive by the faith and
prayers of the Latter-day Saints. Here
Apostle Brigham Young comes back
to us almost from the point of death,
and testifies that God raised him up,

and that he knew the prayers of the
Latter-day Saints were ascending to

Him in his behalf. Yet the time came,
my brethren and sisters, when all the
prayers of the Latter-day Saints, earn-
est though they were, and accompanied
by the faith of the people, did not save
Presi-lent Woodruff from death. The
time has come when our prayers in be-

half of many of our loved ones have not

been answered, but those for

whom we have prayed have been taken
away. But, my brethren and sisters,

because they are taken away, is that

any sign that our prayers were not

heard by our Father in heaven? Not In

the least. It is but an evidence that

God knows best, that His will is not



ELDER HYRUM M. SMITH. 21

our will, and that the time had come
when He saw It wiser not to answer
that prayer. How often do parents have
to deny the prayers and petitions of

their own children. Notwithstanding
the child desires a thing greatly, and
can see no reason why he should not

have it, yet in the greater wisdom of

the parent his request is denied and
the supposed blessing is withheld. But
that is no evidence that the prayer was
not considered by the parent; it is sim-

ply an evidence that the parent knows
best when to give and when to with-

hold.

The healing of the afflictions of physi-

cal man by the power of God is one of

the evidences of the Gospel of Jesus

Christ; but it is a greater evidence to

me, that there are, as has been men-
tioned, thousands of young men, Elders

in Israel, filled with the power and spir-

it of the Holy Ghost, going abroad in

the world, clothed with the Holy
Priesthood and power of Almighty God,

equipped with the pure and unadulter-

ated principles of the Gospel of Jesus

Christ, healing the nations of their

spiritual and soul-destroying ailments

and afflictions. These Elders go forth,

taking the Gospel with them, and after

they have healed men of the errors and

falsehoods they have been traditioned

in from their youth up they bring them
home to Zion. Here we are, a people

from almost every nation in the world,

men and women of different tongues,

different customs, different beliefs, dif-

ferent gods; brought together, through

this glorious panacea for the ills of all

men, and made one in Christ Jesus,

with one Lord, one faith, one baptism,

knowing each other, knowing the prin-

ciples of the Gospel as they have been

revealed, and testifying to the truth of

them—all by the power of the Holy
Ghost. This is a testimony to me,

greater indeed than the healing of the

sick or the taking away from this life

of any individual. Gathered together

in the vales of the Rocky Mountains,
in fulfillment of prophecy, are the peo-

ple of God, and here they are estab-

lished as an evidence that it is futile

for the world to raise a hand against

the Latter-day Saints to retard their

progress or check their advancement..
They cannot be stopped; they must go

on; for God is their leader. As Brother
Roberts said he must exult a little, I

often exult a great deal because of the
goodness of God to His people in

thwarting the efforts of unrighteous
men to check the progress of and to

bring reproach and ignominy upon the

Saints of the Most High. I rejoice in

this, and I love to see the Church grow,
in spite of all they can do. I love to

see the people live near unto God, obey
His commands, accept the leaders of

the Church as men chosen of God,
hearken to their counsels, and meet to-

gether with smiling countenances.

All of us may have a knowledge that
this is the one and only religion In all

the wide world of which it can be said,

"all they have is true." Yet how glad-

ly we would extend it to everyone else!

How gladly we would give to others

that which we have received, and how
assiduously are we working for the sal-

vation of men, as is evidenced by the

hundreds upon hundreds of Elders sent

forth to proclaim repentance and salva-

tion to the world!

Another evidence of the truth

of the Gospel—a very strong
one to me—is the organization of

the Church. Look at it, my brethren

and sisters. Men In the world have
wondered and could not understand
how it was that God could be omni-

scient and omnipresent, and the teach-

ing of this doctrine has led them into

all kinds of error as to who and what
God is. Now, look at the Church of

Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints—

a

church composed of nearly four hun-
dred thousand people, divided Into

stakes and wards and missionary fields,

presided over by men holding the holy

Priesthood. Think of all that number
of souls, and then bear In mind that

the President of the Church can within

a few hours, get in touch with the

remotest parts of the Church, and be-

come acquainted with almost every in-

dividual member. His knowledge con-

cerning any part of the Church, scat-

tered throughout the world, becomes
almost omniscient. All he needs to do
Is to communicate with the president

of the stake, whom he knows, and that

president may communicate with the

Bishop of a ward, the Bishop may in-

form his teachers that he desires in-
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formation concerning a family- or an
individual In his ward, and the Infor-

mation Is received, and transmitted

right back to the head of the Church.

In this way the President of the Church
Is brought in touch with all the

Church, in all its branches, however
remote they may be. If, then, one

man, in a finite condition, .^an become
so thoroughly acquainted with a peo-

ple numbering four hundred thousand,

can we not understand how easy it is

for God, who is infinite, to receive all

knowledge concerning all the works of

His hands? The organization of the

Church Is as perfect as it can possibly

be in our present state. All has been

given us that we are capable of receiv-

ing. And Oh! how we rejoice in it,

my brethren and sisters, and in the

knowledge, too, that eye hath not seen,

nor ear heard, neither hath it entered

into our hearts, what God has in store

for us as we march on In that infinite

progression and advancement. All

things will be given to us—all power,

all glory, all knowledge, even as our
Father in heaven possesses it—in due
time, as we are capable of receiving

them.
My brethren and sisters, ought we

not to rejoice in the testimony of the
truth, and ought we not to give glory

to God? After He has done so much
for us, ought we not to do all we can
for Him, and for His children, all over
the world, no matter who they are,

where they are, or what they are?
Should we not love our enemies, and
be willing to do all we can for them,
even though their hand be raised
against us? God has done so much for

us that if we do all we can and live

to the age of a tree, we will never be
able to repay Him for His goodness
to us.

Now, my brethren and sisters, we
have the truth. The Prophet Joseph
Smith said that the truth was a
knowledge of things as they were, a
knowledge of things as they are, and
a knowledge of things as they are to

come. Is not that a beautiful defini-

tion of truth? Does it not embrace all

truth? And indeed, according to that
definition, have not the Latter-day
Saints more truth than all the other
peoples of the wide world, because they

have a greater knowledge of the deal-

ings of God with men in the past, of

man's condition in the present, and of

the destiny of mankind, than any other

people or denomination? And how have
we received this, my brethren and sis-

ters? Why are we thus placed above
others? Because we have been will-

ing to humble ourselves and accept

the testimonies of the truth as they

have been brought to us by those El-

ders who found us in the world with-

out a knowledge of the truth. The
Lord Indeed has been merciful unto us,

and I trust that He always will be, and
that we will ever be worthy of the

trust which God has reposed in us;

that we may stand on the foundation

of the principles of the Gospel as they
have been made known to us and as
they may yet be made known, and
never deviate, never sacrifice a princi-

ple, no matter what consideration may
be brought to bear upon us to do so.

Stand firmly upon the foundation
of the truth, you Latter-day
Saints. Seek for more truth; put
yourselves in a position to receive

more truth; and God stands will-

ing and anxious to still pour out
upon us a knowledge of greater truths
than we at present can conceive of.

Let us make the truth known to others.

All that the Lord has given—and- He
has given freely—let us be wiliing to

give to others. Let us seek for the
salvation of the souls of men. And
while we are working in the world for

the salvation of those who are yet in

unbelief, let us work also for the salva-
tion of the souls of our children, and
bring them up to maturity in the fear

and admonition and knowledge of the

Gospel of Jesus Christ.

May God bless us; may we still pros-

per; may we still be blessed, and may
we never, because of the goodness of

God and the blessings He has bestowed
upon us freely, imagine in our souls

that we are better than the other chil-

dren of God. We have been more fa-

vored; we ought to be better; but nev-
er let us exalt ourselves above others.

Let us be humble. Let us seek the

truth, and receive It when it is made
known to us. Continue on In this path

of righteousness, and then Indeed can
the powers of the adversary not pre-
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vail -with us. The Lord bless the Lat-

ter-day Saints, bless His work, bless

the children of God in all the wide

world. May He hasten the day when
sin and wickedness, error and corrup-

tion shall be put down, and when adul-

terated truth may be no more retailed

and wholesaled to the children of men
as true religion, by those calling them-
selves doctors of divinity, but when all

men soay dispense the truth for the

love of the truth and for the love of

seeing men come unto the Lord out of

the obscurity and darkness of error and

unbelief, is my prayer in the name of

Jesus Christ. Amen.

The choir and congregation sang:

How firm a foundation, ye Saints of the
Lord,

Is laid for your faith in His excellent
word.

Benediction by Elder Wm. T. Jack.

SECOND DAY.

BlBgtng by the choir:

All hall the glorious day,
By prophets long foretold,

On Zion's hill His praise proclaim.
And shout hosanna to His name.

Prayer was offered by Elder E. D.

Woolley.
The choir and congregation sang:

For the strength of the hills we bless.
Thee,

Owr God, our father's God.

; ELDER REED SMOOT.

People should be fed with the bread of life

—

Prophecy fulfilled—Progressive character of
the community—World afraid of the truth

—

High moral status of the Saints—Missionary
work and proper training of children.

In looking upon this multitude this

morning I can assure you, my brethren

and sisters, that I feel my weakness
in standing before you; but I rely upon
the prayers that have been offered dur-

ing this conference in behalf of those
who shall speak, to guide my utter-

ances. I sense the responsibility that

rests upon the servants of the Lord as
teachers, to give to the people the word
of the Lord. I indeed rejoiced yester-

day in listening to the testimonies that
were given of the growth of this peo-

ple. Zion is growing, "Zion kept by pow-
er divine." I also rejoiced in hearing the

Prophet of the Lord speak to the peo-

V>le and say that they were increasing

in good works, in the payment of their

tithes, and in numerical strength, and
that God was blessing them both tem-
porally and spiritually. I noticed in

the Deseret News, on Wednesday, a
statement from the president of the

Mexican mission that 30 members of

the Church had come from Mexico to

attend this conference, costing them
something over $7,000 to make the trip;

and I thought to myself, how important

it was that every speaker should speak

by the power of God, that those faith-

ful Saints should be repaid for so great

a financial sacrifice. It is certain every

one of them will attend every meeting

during this conference, because they

came here for no other purpose than

to be fed with the word of God. "What

a responsibility It is upon those who
are called upon to teach people with

such faith in God and such devotion

to His work, and, as I have said, I feel

my weakness in doing so; but I shall

claim an interest in the prayers that

have been offered, that the spirit of

Almighty God may be with me, so that

1 may by the grace of God feed the peo-

ple the bread of life.

I also noticed in that same report

that in far-off Mexico there were at

least 3,000 people who had taken upon
them the name of the Lord, who had

bowed the knee to the God we
worship, who had acknowledged that

Jesus is the Christ, and who were mem-
bers of the Church of Jesus Christ of

Latter-day Saints. When Prest.

Joseph F. Smith was speaking of the

wonderful progress of this work, it was
brought to my mind that the prayers

of Saints in asking that Zion's Stakes

be strengthened and her cords length-

ened, have been answered. Not only

are we growing in the Rocky moun-
tains, but we are spreading all over the

face of the earth. While I was think-


