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perhaps for ages, without going to their mind and will concerning all things.
"^

rescue and giving them relief, as their When we plant a tree in the garden,
Lord has ordained and appointed. Here though we should stand by it day and
are the temples of the Lord in this night we could not perceive its growth,
state, wherein you may go and admin- because it is so gradual; but go to that
i&ter for your kindred that have passed tree at the end of six months or a year
away. Do not be so swallowed up in the and you will find that it has made re-
cares of the world that you will neg- markable development; and so on year
lect your kindred dead, because we will after year until the tree is fully ma-
meet them by and by, and we will have tured.
remorse and sorrow if we have not done I feel strongly impressed in my re-
what we could for them. Remember marks to touch a little upon the import-
thls, and talk of it in your homes. Let ance of having the Spirit of the Lord
us prepare our records and labor in the with us day by day, to perform the du-
mterest of our friends who have passed ties of the day. While that which we
away. Of course, the people are doing are doing may not appear to be of any
very nicely in this matter; but there great importance at the time, it will be
are many that have not given it consid- very evident at the end of a term of
eratlon yet. months or years that we have made
God bless you. Let us be true, faith- marked progress. Like the tree, the

ful, and humble; let us attend to our growth will have been gradual. I de-
prayers in the morning and evening, sire to read some scripture, my breth-
mvoklng the blessings of the Lord upon ren and sisters, to show you how our
us and upon our brethren. Pray for Lord and Savior Jesus Christ attained
your Bishops and Presidents of Stakes; the perfection which He reached dur-
pray for the authorities of the Church, ing His lifetime. I will read from the
that they may be guided by the inspir- 93rd section of the book of Doctrine and
ation that comes from God, so that all Covenants:
may be well and prosperous with Israel „. -.r -. ^i, -^t. j.-l. ^ j, ,t
Cnrt >.ioo„ A

.ibraei.
''i Verily, thus saith the Lord, it^va mess you. Amen. shall come to pass that every soul wha

forsaketh his sins and cometh unto
me, and calleth on my name, and obey-

ELDER JOHN W. TAYLOR. ^'h my voice, and keepeth my com-
- . , ' mandments, shall see my face and
Qradnatlon In the gospel-Bleselngs the result of know that I am,

obedience to law. "2. And that I am the true light

,,„ , , ,, that lighteth every man that cometh In-My dear brethren and sisters, I pray to the world;
that the Spirit of the Lord may direct "^- -^^^ ^^^^ ^ ^"^ '" ^^^ Father, and
me in all that I shall say, even that

^^^ Father in me, and the Father and:

Spirit of truth and righteousness which "4. The' Father because he gave me
comes from our heavenly Father. I de- of his fullness, and the Son because I

sire to bear testimony to all that I ^^® ™ **^^ world and made flesh my
have heard during this conference. I of^men'^''^'''

^""^ "^"^^^ ^""""^ ^^^ ^""^

was very much impressed with a re- "5. l" was in the world and received
mark made by President Smith, testify- of my Father, and the works of Him*
ing that the people were more' faithful "^Z^ ^1*^*5^? manifest;
or.^ „,„„„ f • i, .

'-°.»i."iui
.<g j^jj^ John saw and bore record ofand were performmg their duties a lit- the fullness of my glory, and the full-

tie better today than they were several ness of John's record is hereafter to be
years ago. There is no one so well revealed:

qualified to judge of the Latter-day ^."7- And he bore record, saying, I saw
t, . . . ^,

j.ja,n,ci udy
jjjg glory that he was in the begmnmg

Samts in the aggregate as President before the world was;
Smith. What impressed me particular- "8. Therefore in the beginning the

ly about his remarks was the statement '^°'''^ ^^^- ^°^ ^^ ^'^^ ***^ Word, even
+»,o* +-hr. „,i-i, J , Tx the messenger of salvation,that the growth was a gradual one. It ..g. The light and the Redeemer of
made me think of the word of the Lord the world; the Spirit of truth, who
unto the Prophet Nephi, when He said came into the world, because the world

"I will give you line upon line, and pre- Tf^^ '^'^'^^ ^^
^'/"l^^"'^- 'L*"'"?

""""^ ^'^'^

^ ' •
f

ijfg Qf men and the light of men.
cept upon precept, here a little, and «io. The worlds were made by him:
there a little, that you may know my men were made by him: all things
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were made by him, and through him,
and o( him.

"11. And I, John, bear record that I

beheld his glory, as the glory of the
Only Begotten of the Father, full of
grace and truth, even the Spirit of
truth, which came and dwelt In the
flesh, and dwelt among us.

"12. And I, John, saw that he re-
ceived not of the fulness at the first,

but received grace for grace:
"13. And he received not of the full-

ness at first, but continued from grace
to grace, until he received a fullness."

It Is this last verse which I desire to

emphasize, setting forth the fact that

Jesus Christ received not a fulness of

glory at first, but He received grace for

grace. It Is In this way, my brethren
and sisters, that we shall receive a ful-

ness. It will not come all in a day, nor
all in a month, nor all in a year; but it

will come as the reward of the right-

eous, through faith and diligence in

keeping the commandments of the Lord,
at the end of our career upon the earth,

when we shall be brought before the
judgment seat of Christ, to be rewarded
or condemned, according to the deeds
done in the body.

"14. And thus he was called the Son
of God, because he received not of the
fulness at the first.

"15. And I, John, bear record, and lo,

the heavens were opened, and the Holy
Ghost descended upon him in the form
of a dove, and sat upon him, and there
came a voice out of heaven saying,
This is my beloved Son.

"16. And I, John, bear record that he
received a fullness of the glory of the
Father;

"17. And he received all power, both
in heaven and on earth, and the glory
of the father was with him, for he
dwelt in him.

"18. And it shall come to pass, that
if you are faithful you shall receive
the fullness of the record of John.

"19. I give unto you these sayings
that ye may understand and know hffw
to worship, and know what you wor-
ship, that you may come unto the Fath-
er in my name, and in due time receive
of his fulness,

"20. For if you keep my command-
ments you shall receive of his fulness,
and be glorified in me as I am in the
Father; therefore, I say unto you, you
shall receive grace for grace."

In other words, we shall receive

strength according to our day, and the

Lord will bless us with wisdom per-

taining to all things committed to our
care, according to our faithfulness in

keeping His comm-andments ; for we are

told, in a revelation contained in this;

great book of revelation given to the

Prophet Joseph Smith, that the Priest-

hood is inseparably connected with the

powers of heaven, and that the powers

of heaven can only be controlled upon-

the principles of righteousness.

I desire to draw your attention to a

peculiar characteristic of our Lord and
Savior Jesus Christ. I never remember
of reading where our Lord and Savior

ever made a promise unto the children

of men without giving with it a law for

them to obey in order to obtain the

blessing, and he always placed the law-

first and the blessing after; and thus

you can see how the powers of heaven-

are inseparably connected with the

Priesthood, Jesus being the great High
Priest. To illustrate what I say, let me
quote a little from the 5th chapter of

Matthew. Jesus said:

"Blessed are they which do hunger
and thirst after righteousness; .for they
shall be filled with the Holy Ghost."

Here is a condition, a law to be

obeyed, namely, that we shall hunger

and thirst after righteousness; and the

promise is, we shall be filled with the

Holy Ghost. In the holy Bible it says,

"for they shall be filled;" but the more

perfect translation, as given in the

Book of Mormon, is, "Blessed are they

who do hunger and thirst after right-

eousness, for they shall be filled witlu

the Holy Ghost."

Again, He says:

"Blessed are the peacemakers; for

they shall be called the children of God.
"Blessed are the poor in spirit; for

their's is the kingdom of heaven."

He gave many laws, and many bless-

ings He promised unto the people

through their obedience to those laws.

Take, for Instance, the case of the rich

young man who came to Jesus and
wanted to know what he should do to

be saved. Jesus told him to keep the

commandments. The young man re-

plied, "All these things have I kept

from my youth up: what lack I yet?"

Jesus said, "If thou will be perfect, go-

and sell that thou hast, and give to

the poor, and thou shalt have treasure

in heaven: and come and follow me."
The young man turned away sorrowful,

"for he had great possessions." The
same principle is manifest in the Ten
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Commandments. Take, for example, the

flfth commandment: '-'Honor thy father

and thy mother: that thy days may be
long upon the land which the Lord thy
God giveth thee." This is a law of long
life. If you wish to live a long time,

my young brethren and sisters, honor
and obey your fathers and mothers,
and the Lord will bless you with this

desire of your heart; but if you dis-

obey your parents, you are not entitled

to a long life; you are not entitled to

the blessings of God upon you and up-
on your posterity. On the contrary,

the Lord says in another of the com-
mandments, that He visits "the iniquity

of the fathers upon the children unto
the third and fourth generation of thern
that hate me."
My beloved brethren and sisters, I

rejoice in being present with you today.

I am glad to see you congregated to-

gether to receive the word of God from
His servants, and I have greatly re-

joiced in the remarks that have been
made. I am going to take the liberty of

reading a little more before I close:

"21. And now, verily I say unto you,
I was in the beginning with the Father,
and am the first-born;

"22. And all those who are begotten
through me are partakers of the glory
of the same, and are the church of
the first-born.

"22. Ye were also in the beginning
with the Father; that which is Spirit,
even the Spirit of truth,

"24. An4 truth is a knowledge of
things as they are, and as they were,
and as they are to come;

"25. And whatsoever is more or less
than this, is the spirit of that wicked
one who was a liar from the beginning.

"26. The Spirit of truth is of God. I

am the Spirit of truth, and John bore
record of me, saying—He received a
fulness of truth, yea, even of all truth,

"27. And no man receiveth a fulness
unless he keepeth his commandment?.

"28. He that keepeth his command-
ments receiv'eth truth and light, until
he is glorified in truth and knoweth all

things.
"29. Man was also in the beginning

with God. Intelligence, or the light of
truth, A¥as not created or made, neither
indeed can be.

"30. All truth is independent in that
sphere in which God has placed it, to
act for itself, as all Intelligence also,
otherwise there is no existence.

"31. Behold, here is the agency of
man, and here is the condemnatton of
man, because that which was from the
beginning is plainly manifest unto
them, and they receive not the light.

"32. And every man whose spirit re-
ceiveth not the light is under condem-
nation,

"33. For man is spirit. The elements
are eternal, and spirit and element. In-
separably connected, receiveth a fulness
of joy;

"34. And when separated, man can-
not receive a fullness of joy.

"35. The elements are the tabernacle
of God; yea, man is the tabernacle of
God, even temples; and whatsoever
temple is defiled, God shall destroy that
temple."

I desire now to testify unto you that
I know if you will keep the command-
ments of God the Spirit of the Lbrd
will increase within you, and you will

have grace for grace, day by day and
year by year, as it shall be necessary in

your endeavors to keep the command-
nrients of the Lord.

I wish to say a word or two to our
brethren the Patriarchs. I would feel it

to be a good thing when they place

their hands upon the heads of this peo-

ple to bless them, if they shall feel so

impressed, to conclude their blessings

something like this: "I seal these bless-

ings upon your head, according to your
faith and your diligence in keeping the

commandments of the Lord." The Pa-
triarchs have the gift of being proph-
ets, seers and revelators, to reveal the

mind and will of God and portray unto
the faithful their future lives, and I

believe it would be pleasing unto the

Lord if they would seal all blessings

that they give in a manner similar to

the one I have suggested, as they shall

be led by the Holy Spirit. Then there

can be no disappointment on the part

of the family or friends of those who
shall, after receiving a patriarchal

blessing, turn from the truth and flght

against God; for they will see that

these blessings are conditional upon
their keeping the commandments of

God.

May the Lord bless you, my brethren

and sisters, and bless every man who
shall speak at this conference, that he

may speak by the gift and power of

the Holy Ghost, and that we may re-

ceive light and knowledge and be fed

with the bread of life, that we may be

filled with joy and peace, and that our

determination may be to serve God and
keep His commandments.

I desire to add a testimony to what
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Elder Smoot has said in reference Fo

Elder B. H. Roberts going to Chicago
to attend the Congress of Religions, and
being rejected by them. "What did they

do when Jesus Christ came in the meri-

dian of time? All the sectarian world
turned against Him. He said that the

builders had rejected the chief stone of

the corner. When they rejected Elder
Roberts in that Congress of Religions,

they rejected the chief stone of the cor-

ner; for the cornerstone of the kingdom
of God has been laid, and the building

will be completed, according to the

mind and will of God. Zion will spread
from state to state, and from nation to

nation, until this Gospel, which was re-

vealed unto the Prophet Joseph Smith,

will be preached unto all nations, all

kindreds, all tongues, and all people;

and out of every nation God will bring

the honest in heart up to the land of

Zion, that they may be redeemed, and
that they may redeem their dead; for

the day is coming, and now is, as we
are told in the scriptures, when they

that are dead shall hear His voice.

Men will hear His voice, for His com-
ing is near at hand. I know that our
Lord and Savior Jesus Christ lives, and
that He is the Redeemer of the world,

and that through the shedding of His
blood and the atonement He offered up
for the sins of the world all mankind
may be saved through obedience to the

laws and ordinances of the Gospel. God
bless you, and sanctify this testimony

to, your good, as well as all that you
have heard and may hear during this

conference, is my prayer in the name
of Jesus. Amen.
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A valiant and able defender of the Saints.

I am very much pleased indeed to be

present at this conference. I have re-

joiced beyond my power to tell in lis-

tening to the testimonies of those who
have spoken thus far. I do not know
whether I can occupy the balance of the

time this afternoon or not. I find that

I cannot take a long breath without
its paining me in my lungs. Whether
it is the change from the sea level to

this high country I do not know. I am
feeling very well indeed, and unless I

try to take a long breath I am in no
pain. I desire, however, to mingle my
voice with the voices of my brethren,

and to give you my testimony as to my
knowledge of the divinity of the work
in which we are engaged.
As I remarked last night at the

Priesthood meeting, I hesitated for
some little time, after the spirit came
upon me to attend this conference, be-
fore writing for permission to do so.

I thought my desires might be miscon-
strued, and that there would perhaps
be a feeling that I was homesick and
desired to shirk the responsibilities
resting upon me in a far-off land; but
after having once thought of the idea^

of being with you and partaking of
the spirit of this conference, I could
not, hard as I tried, get rid of the de-
sire to come. I finally wrote the let-
ter, and when it reached here permis-
sion was given to me. Although I
have had to travel a little over seven
thousand miles to come to this confer-
ence, I am glad to be here, and I was
happy when the word came that I was
to have this privilege. Only those who
have been in the habit of feasting on
the teachings of the servants of God
under the inspiration of the Spirit of
God from their childhood up, and have
ever been meeting-goers, can appreci-
ate how hungry I became to listen to
the servants of the Lord, when I tell

you that for eight months 1 did not
have this privilege, except in the little

council meetings held with my asso-
ciates upon our mission in Japan.
Knowing that the people will

be interested to hear from that
country and from my associates, I

desire to say that Elders Ke'sch, En-
sign and Taylor are well, that they are
faithful, diligent and true men, and
that we have been exceeaingly happy
from the time we reached our fiell of
labor—in fact, from the time we were
called—until my departure from that
land. I am pleased to tell you that
I had letters from them ye ter.'ay,

written ten days after my derartu-e,
and they are well. They tell me
that the two men whom we tap ized
and ordained Elders are meeting v ith
them constantly, studying very dili-


