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fullness of times. Jesus declared that

no man could come unto Him except

the Father drew him. All glory to God
our Eternal Father that we have been

drawn into His fold; that we had the

moral courage to come out of the popu-

lar religions of the world and to take

up the cross of Christ. We have been

rewarded. The Father has given unto

us a living testimony concerning this

work, and we know that these princi-

ples are true. We say to all the world,

Repent, obey the Gospel, receive the

remission of your sins, become sancti-

fied through the precious blocd of Je-

sus Christ, receive the gift of the Holy

Ghost, and be one with us in our glor-

ious brotherhood in Christ Jesus,

adopted into the family of our Father

in heaven. God bless you, my be-

loved brethren and sisters. Let us Vie

encouraged; for I can bear testimony

to the truth of the expression of our

beloved President, that the Saints are

improving, increasing in righteousness

and in good works. I know it from my
labors among the people. The power

and Spirit of God rests upon me when
visiting the Stakes of Zion under tha

direction of the Presidency, and I know
the freedom we enjoy and the hearty

reception we receive. I say, God bless

you forever; and all gliry, power,

might, majesty and dominion be as-

cribed to God and the Lamb forever!

Even so, amen.

ELDER JOHN HENRY SMITH.

Pro rei^ b Mng maie in different mis-sions!—Fcivor-

able chn^e of deatiment ia the East toward
• tbe Saints.

My brethren and sisters, it is indeed

a pleasure to me to meet with you in

this conference, although I failed to be

with you upon the first day and re-

gret that I did not hear the remarks
that were made by the brethren who
spoke during that day.

It has been my privilege during the

past thirty days to visit m various

parts of the East. I met with the El-

ders in Chicago, and had a very pleas-

ant and agreeable time with them.
President Woodruff of that mission re-

gretted very much that he could not

attend this conference, for the reason
that appointments had been made and

the conditions were such that he felt

it unwise to leave his field of labor. I

also had the privilege, in connection

with President Ben E. Rich, of attend-

ing a meeting in Richmond, Virginia,

and mingling with the Elders there. I

found that the spirit of inquiry is man-
ifest in that capital city of the Old
Dominion. From there it was my priv-

ilege to visit the states of New York
and Massachusetts and, in connection

with the Elders in those fields hold

meetings. I believe the work is devel-

oping fairly well in Boston. The El-

ders seem to be hopeful, and the officers

of that municipality seem to be quite

fair. The Elders are now allowed to

hold their meetings upon the Boston
Common—a privilege that was denied
some little time ago; and they feel that

the chances for success in that field are
very good indeed. They have a very
nice branch of the Church there, and
the spirit of inquiry Is manifesting
itself among the people. President Mc-
Quarrle of that mission is indeed an
active, intelligent and devoted Elder.

His heart is given to his work, and he
is doing everything consisteni to ex..

tend and spread the GoSpel among the

people over whom he is called to pre-
side. His conferences were also being
held, which prevented him fro;Ti coming
here to attend the general conference.
In the city of New York the spirit of

inquiry is quite manifest. The Elders
are very devoted to their work, and
are holding meetings constantly upon
the street corners, upon vacant lots,

or wherever opportunity may offer

within the confines of that great city.

Fair treatment is accorded them gen-
erally, and many are inclined to in-

vestigate the doctrines of the Church.
The recent baptism of a few choice peo-
ple in that city has awakened some in-

terest, and is causing others to in-

vestigate the principles of the Gospel.
I had the pleasure, in connection with
the Elders in the city of New York, of
attending six meetings. At two of them
representatives of all the leading pa-
pers of New Yoi^k City were present,
and their notices of our meetings, tak-
en as a whole, would be regarded as
very fair, considering the spirit that
sometimes actuates the reporters in

their idea that they must cater to a
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prejudice that exists in tlie minds of

the people. The feeling manifested by
them in conversation was also fair, and
indeed quite generous upon the part of

most of them.

My own observation, in my brief

visit to these fields of labor leads me
to believe that the feeling of the people

is undergoing a change, and that while

the spirit of investigation may not be
all that we could wish it to be, the

people generally are inclined to treat

us fairly. The American people, to a

great degree, are not inclined to have
much to do with religion. While they

attend the churches and display their

good clothes in their visitations there,

there is an evidence of an indifference

to the doctrinal views presented by the

religious world at the present time.

During my absence in the East I at-

tended a Catholic service in the cathe-

dral at Baltimore, and while I did not

have the privilege of listening to Car-
dinal Gibbon, I heard a very fine dis-

course given by Father O'Gavin. In his

effort before his congregation he sought
to establish among them an under-
standing of the reason that the Cath-
olic Church in the world hold in re-

spect and reverence images, and he
made the argument, fully and explicit-

ly upon his part, that It was not the

images that they worshiped—they did

not worship idols—but that it was sim-
ply to impress upon their minds the

nature of the Catholic faith.

This, I believe, gives you in brief

some idea of my visit to the East.

During the trip I attended ten meet-
ings among the Elders and Saints, and
found them, in every part where it was
my privilege to go, actively engaged in

the accomplishment of their work, de-

voted and true; and everybody whom I

met in connection with them gave
them a good name and spoke well of

their devotion to the cause that they
had gone forth in the world to repre-

sent.

With j'OU I rejoice in the privilege of

being in this conference, and in listen-

ing to the remarks that ha-e been
made by our brethren t-'uching the

many questions upon whica they have
spoken. The work of the Lord has
been established, never more to be
thrown down, nor given to another

people. The Holy Priesthood, with its

rights, its powers and its privileges,

has been given to man in the day and
age in which we live. It is the pur-

pose of the Master that the world shall

be warned in regard to this matter,

that the truth shall be preached among
the children of men, and that the spirit

of this work shall be felt in every land,

in every tongue, and in every nation.

To this end the best efforts of the lives

of thousands of men and women have
been devoted in the past, and for the

future the possibilities of their accom-
plishments can alone be told by the

spirit of revelation. But our duty In

this respect is as full and clear, I trust,

before our eyes, and before the eyes of

the Presidency of the Church, today,

as it was when in the beginning the

Lord revealed His will and declared

that this message of eternal truth must
be taught to every nViion of the world,

and that mankind must be warned of

the truth and of its re-establishment.

Today we are better equipped for

the accomplishment of that mission
than at any time in our past history.

We are becoming more fully establish-

ed in our homes; better opportunities

are furnished for the education and
training of the young; and the schools

that have been established in the

Church, together with the various or-

ganizations and associations that have
been builded up, are all aiding in that

preparation which shall qualify the

young men and maidens of our com-
munities to go forth under the inspira-

tion of the Divine Spirit, equipped for

their ministry, and relying upon God
their Father for the accomplishment of

His holy will. I trust that in every
home among the Latter-day Saints the

foremost thought will be that, so far

as lies within their power, the mem-
bers of that household shall be fully

equipped for the performance of their

Iiart and the discharge of the obliga-

tions which they took upon themselves
when they entered the sacred waters
of baptism. The world is not warned.
Its sons and its daughters by millions

are not conversant with the truths

that have been revealed through the

ministrations of the prophets of these

later days. They have heard bad
words spoken of the Elders of the



70 GENERAL, CONFERENCE.

Church of Jesus Christ. Thousands of

them have believed, and are believing,

that the people called Latter-day
Saints are of the worst possible stripe

among men and women. While thou-
sands have heard the truth, and while
thousands are from time to time visit-

ing our mountain homes, and thereby
changing their spirit and thought in re-

gard to us as a people, there are thou-
sands whose ears have never been sa-

luted by the testimony of the truth,

but who have been impressed with the
thought, presented by someone as lack-

ing in knowledge as they themselves,
that the mission and purpose of the
Latter-day Saints is simply to do
evil among their fellowmen. But these
thoughts are giving way. The proud
and the mighty, conversant with the

conditions of our own land, are not in-

clined to avoid the companionship of

a "Mormon" Elder. Those possessed of

wealth, and standing in comfortable
positions, as they are thrown in con-
tact with the Elders of the Church are
surprised at their character and de-

portment, and they bear witness to

their honesty and uprightness. But a
short time ago, in the home of a
Methodist family in the State of Massa-
chusetts, the lady of the house ex-

pressed her dislike of "Mormonism,"
as the world calls it, but, said she "the
people around us do not understand
Mormonism. A few^ days ago, in the

chapel where I was worshiping, a per-

son from your section of country made
a representation of the conditions

among your people that I knew w.as

Snot true, and I told her so. I said

that while I was not a believer In the

doctrines taught by Joseph Smith, the

Mormon Prophet, I knew her state-

ments were not true, because I had
mingled among the people and knew
the conditions that existed among
them." Thus in the towns and cities

of our own land and in every part of

the world may be found upright men
and women who will not tolerate the

suggestions that go forth from the lips

of the unwise and imprudent, the dis-

gruntled and the dissatisfied because

of the failures that have come to

themselves, who are belittling the cause

of Christ, and seeking to trample be-

neath their feet and dishonor the sys-

tem that the Almighty has established

in the world. These honest people who
mingle with and are in the companion-
ship of the Elders of the Church raise

their voices in testimony of their good
character, and are inclined to defend
them by giving forth what is the truth,

so far as they have been made conver-
sant with it.

I desire to say that in my brief visit

to the Eastern States, it has been all

that I could have wished. In associat-

ing with the missions, in talking with
the Saints, in visiting with strangers

and expounding the doctrines of the

Church, in mingling with men in ex-

alted stations, the same spirit of fair-

ness and of justice seems to manifest
itself as you converse with them in

regard to the character of the work
which the Latter-day Saints represent

in the world.

My brothers and my sisters, the work
of the Lord is onward and upward. The
spirit of truth is disseminating itself

little by little. There are, perhaps,

millions of people within the confines

of the United States who believe In

the mission and ministry of Joseph
Smith, and the day will come when,
in the providences of Almighty God,

they will link their destines with that

cause and aid in its development and
growth among the children of men.
They are convinced in their souls, but

they are restrained from an acceptance

of it by the pride that exists and the

feeling that it would be unwise for

them to link their destines with it. Tn

their hearts, however, the seed has

been sown, the light of truth is spring-

ing up, and the day will come when
they will be humbled and will receive

the truth. I have no more doubt of

this than that I stand before you as

a witness for that self-same truth and
for that great God and His Holy Son
who introduced the Gospel in this dis-

pensation and taught the boy Prophet

the way of life and the means by
which the human family can be re-

claimed.

My brothers and my sisters, I pray
that the blessings of heaven may
abound in your hearts and homes.
May the spirit of inspiration be in the

mind and heart of every father and
every mother. Let every boy and every

girl be impressed with the sacredness

of this mission that has been given to
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them—the sowing ot the seeds of truth,

the calling to repentance of the chil-

dren of men, the pointing of the way
of life to all who will listen. They that

will listen, their hearts will be touch-

ed; for as the days go by and we meet
men upon the right hand and upon
the left, they say, "I heard upon such
an occasion the testimony of a Mormon
Elder. It unsettled my life, it changed
the trend of my experience, it turned
me from the course I was pursuing,
and it brought me to sense that there

is something in the world aside from
the struggle for wealth, or for afflu-

ence, or for place and station among
men." The Gospel is true. Jesus is in-

deed the Redeemer of the world. God
in heaven is our Father. He has res-

tored His Priesthood and placed it up-
on the shoulders of men, and, as He
promised, it will never be taken from
the earth again, nor will it ever be
given to another people. The key, the
power, the authority, the dominion, is

here; and Almighty God is ratifying
His promises by His still small voice
in its declaration of truth among His
children. To this end I trust that we
may be faithful to the promises we
have made to the Almighty, that we
may reap the reward promised to the
just, and that we may eventually stand
in His presence, having been reclaimed
and brought to a perfect knowledge of

the principles of everlasting life, is my
prayer in the name of Jesus. Amen.

The choir sang the anthem:

Rouse, O ye mortals,
The dawn is near.

Benediction by Elder Lewis, of Ben-
son stake.

. AT THE ASSEMBLY HALL,

Overflow meeting, Sunday afternoon,
April 6.

The choir and congregation sang:

We thank Thee, O God, for a Prophet.

Prayer by Elder Robert Morris.
Singing by the choir:

Lead me, my Savior.

ELDER MATTHIAS F. COWLEY.

My brethren and sisters, by request
of Brother Grant I arise to say a few
words, and I greatly desire to be as-

sisted by your faith and prayers. I

always feel my excessive weakness
when standing in the responsibility of

a teacher to the Saints, or to the world;

for I realize that we are not sent to

teach our own opinions, nor to advance
any theories that have not come to us

by revelation from God, and that we
are not sent to teach even the revela-

tions of God, except as we are directed

and inspired by the Holy Spirit. This
is a condition and obligation that is

not only required of the authorities of

the Church, but is a positive com-
mandment to all who bear the Holy
Priesthood,' who administer in the

word of the Lord among the people.

Neither is it confined to our adminis-

trations in the way of public speaking
alone, but every man who officiates in

any responsibility in the work of God
should be actuated by the Holy Spirit,

so that his administrations shall be

recognized of God, and, being recog-

nized of God, shall be attended by that

power which shall make them effective

among the children of men, that if you
are rejected by the people it shall stand
to their condemnation just as much as

if they had rejected the Savior him-
self. The Savior taught this doctrine

most distinctly. He said: "He that

receiveth you, receiveth me; and he
that receiveth me, receiveth him that

sent me." The responsibility of this

work is of such a nature that we ought
to be endowed with that superior spir-

it which belongs to the Gospel of Je-

sus Christ; in other words, we ought

to enter into that spirit of solemnity,

in considering the responsibilities that

devolve upon us in this work, and
treat the things of God with that sa-

credness that attaches unto them.

I believe a disrespect for the things

of God is creeping in among the Lat-
ter-day Saints, a tendency on the part

of the young people to speak lightly of

sacred things, and, in some instances,

to profane the name of Deity. These
are evils which ought to be corrected

by the parents in the exercise of their

influence in the home circle. It ought


