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them—the sowing ot the seeds of truth,

the calling to repentance of the chil-

dren of men, the pointing of the way
of life to all who will listen. They that

will listen, their hearts will be touch-

ed; for as the days go by and we meet
men upon the right hand and upon
the left, they say, "I heard upon such
an occasion the testimony of a Mormon
Elder. It unsettled my life, it changed
the trend of my experience, it turned
me from the course I was pursuing,
and it brought me to sense that there

is something in the world aside from
the struggle for wealth, or for afflu-

ence, or for place and station among
men." The Gospel is true. Jesus is in-

deed the Redeemer of the world. God
in heaven is our Father. He has res-

tored His Priesthood and placed it up-
on the shoulders of men, and, as He
promised, it will never be taken from
the earth again, nor will it ever be
given to another people. The key, the
power, the authority, the dominion, is

here; and Almighty God is ratifying
His promises by His still small voice
in its declaration of truth among His
children. To this end I trust that we
may be faithful to the promises we
have made to the Almighty, that we
may reap the reward promised to the
just, and that we may eventually stand
in His presence, having been reclaimed
and brought to a perfect knowledge of

the principles of everlasting life, is my
prayer in the name of Jesus. Amen.

The choir sang the anthem:

Rouse, O ye mortals,
The dawn is near.

Benediction by Elder Lewis, of Ben-
son stake.

. AT THE ASSEMBLY HALL,

Overflow meeting, Sunday afternoon,
April 6.

The choir and congregation sang:

We thank Thee, O God, for a Prophet.

Prayer by Elder Robert Morris.
Singing by the choir:

Lead me, my Savior.

ELDER MATTHIAS F. COWLEY.

My brethren and sisters, by request
of Brother Grant I arise to say a few
words, and I greatly desire to be as-

sisted by your faith and prayers. I

always feel my excessive weakness
when standing in the responsibility of

a teacher to the Saints, or to the world;

for I realize that we are not sent to

teach our own opinions, nor to advance
any theories that have not come to us

by revelation from God, and that we
are not sent to teach even the revela-

tions of God, except as we are directed

and inspired by the Holy Spirit. This
is a condition and obligation that is

not only required of the authorities of

the Church, but is a positive com-
mandment to all who bear the Holy
Priesthood,' who administer in the

word of the Lord among the people.

Neither is it confined to our adminis-

trations in the way of public speaking
alone, but every man who officiates in

any responsibility in the work of God
should be actuated by the Holy Spirit,

so that his administrations shall be

recognized of God, and, being recog-

nized of God, shall be attended by that

power which shall make them effective

among the children of men, that if you
are rejected by the people it shall stand
to their condemnation just as much as

if they had rejected the Savior him-
self. The Savior taught this doctrine

most distinctly. He said: "He that

receiveth you, receiveth me; and he
that receiveth me, receiveth him that

sent me." The responsibility of this

work is of such a nature that we ought
to be endowed with that superior spir-

it which belongs to the Gospel of Je-

sus Christ; in other words, we ought

to enter into that spirit of solemnity,

in considering the responsibilities that

devolve upon us in this work, and
treat the things of God with that sa-

credness that attaches unto them.

I believe a disrespect for the things

of God is creeping in among the Lat-
ter-day Saints, a tendency on the part

of the young people to speak lightly of

sacred things, and, in some instances,

to profane the name of Deity. These
are evils which ought to be corrected

by the parents in the exercise of their

influence in the home circle. It ought
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to be taken up by those connected with

the Mutual Improvement associations,

and those in authority in the various

wards.
There is a statement in the Doctrine

and Covenants regarding our respons-

ibility to our children, which I believe

I will read a few verses of. You are

all familiar with it, but it is a res-

ponsibility which I feel we are derelict

in meeting, and that is respecting the

teaching of our children the principles

of the Gospel in their early childhood,

so that when they shall attain unto the

years of accountability and ba called up-

on to enter into the waters af baptism,

that they shall do so intelligently; not

because they are coerced by their pa-
rents, but because they have an intel-

ligent understanding of the sacredness
of that ordinance, because the-" have
come to be imbued with the spirit of

faith in the Living God, that they be-

lieve that God lives and that He will

answer their prayers when they ap-
proach Him in supplication, and, in

short, because they have an under-
standing of the first principles of the
Gospel. I will read from the 68th sec-

tion of the Doctrine and Covenants re-

specting this obligation which devolves
upon the parents:

"And again, inasmuch as parents
have children in Zion, or in any of her
Stakes, which are organiz:d, that
teach them not to understand the doc-
trine of repentance, faith in Christ the
son of the living God, and of baptism
and the gift of the Holy Gho t by the
laying on of hands when eight years
old, the sins be upon the heads of the
parents."

He enunciates it a sin to thus neg-
lect the sons and daughters tjiat have
been committed to our care. I take
this to mean exactly what it says, that
It is the duty of every father and
mother to so enlist the interest and
attention of their children that they
may call them around the family fire-

side and indoctrinate them in the prin-

ciples of the Gospel, the doctrine of re-

pentance, and the ordinance of baptism,
by immersion, by the time they are
eight years old, and also the sacred or-

dinance of the laying on of hands for

the gift of the Holy Ghost, and that

they shall understand it, to a very
great extent, so that, being thus pre-

pared when they enter the sacred wa-
ters of baptism, they are prepared to

receive the Holy Ghost, and to enjoy His
administrations, His whisperings and
His power, that they may grow up in

the fear of God and in an understand-
ing of His ways. Now, my brethren and
sisters, the Lord says:

"For this shall be a law unto the in-
habitants of Zion, or in any of her
stakes which are organized."

This relevation was given when they
were about to seek the establishment
of the City of Zion, concerning which
we heard something in the Tabernacle
this morning by President Duifin. From
this city, the New Jerusalem, the

stakes- of Zion were to expand, from the

north to the south and from the east

to the west, until they should occupy
this broad land of Joseph, from one

end of it to the other. This obligation,

or law, concerning which I have been

reading, was to be a standing law of

Zion and to all her stakes upon the

earth. I leave you, my brethren and
sisters, to ask yourselves the question

as to the extent you have met this

obligation, and to what degree you are

prepared to stand before God and say

that you have taught your children to

exercise faith in God, and have taught

them the principles of the Gospel speci-

fied in the revelation. The Lord says,

in continuing the revelation:

"And they shall also teach their
children to pray and to walk uprightly
before the Lord."

It has been complained of to us, from
time to time, that some of our children

are becoming very indiflferent and dis-

respectful to the arrangements of their

parents, and that they are found en-
gaged in hoodlumism on the streets at
night, and that they stand upon the
corners of the streets learning to blas-

pheme the name of the Lord, especial-

ly in this city, the central city, so to

speak, of the stakes of Zion, as now
organized. Little boys, even, are blas-

pheming the name of Deity. One of
them stood out here as the congrega-
tion passed out yesterday, and witness-
ing some of the people going to some
of the restaurants for dinner, and, tak-

ing the name of the Lord in vain, said,

"Look at the 'hay-seeds.' " These are
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the expressions they are learning, and I

believe, where this state of affairs ex-

ists, that the parents are not fulfilling

the obligation enjoined upon them by

the revelation of God contained in the

Doctrine and Covenants; for it says:

"And they shall also teach their chil-

dren to pray and to walk uprightly be-
fore the Lord.
"And the Inhabitants of Zion shall,

also, observe the Sabbath day to keep
it holy."

Now, a statement is given further

over in this volume concerning the pre-

siding authorities of the Church, and it

is a very positive statement, expressing
the disapproval of the Almighty, be-

cause the Presidency of the Church did

not see to the education and training

of their children in the principles of

the Gospel as they should have done.

Brother Taylor read from this revela-

tion yesterday, showing how we might
grow from grace to grace in the knowl-
edge of God, even as did the Messiah,
by listening to the words of God and
being controlled and directed by the

inspiration of the Almighty in our
duties in life. Now, the Lord said to

the Presidency of the Church, concern-

ing our children:

"Every spirit of man was innocent in

the beginning, and God having redeem-
ed man from the fall, men became
again in their infant state, innocent be-
fore God.
"And that wicked one cometh and

taketh away light and truth, through
disobedience, from the children of men,
and because of the tradition of their
fathers.
But I have commanded you to bring

up your children in light and truth;
"IBut verily I say unto you, my ser-

vant Frederick G. Williams, you have
continued under this comdemnation:
"You have not taught your children

light and truth, according to the com-
mandinents, and that wicked one hath
power, as yet, over you, and this Is

the cause of your affliction."

Now, my brethren and sisters, let

us be practical, and ask our-

selves whether we have taught
our children light and truth or not.

We should not be satisfied with the

Mutual Improvement association, the
Sunday school, the Primary, and other

institutions which the Lord, In His
.prreat mercy, has established in the

Church for the benefit of our children;

we cannot justify ourselves in allowing

these institutions to do all that we
should feel obligated to do in the educa-
tion of our children in the principles of

the Gospel. It is the duty of every
man and woman to see, just as far as
possible, that their children are taught
light and truth, that they are taught to

pray in their infancy, that they are

taught to observe the Sabbath day to «

keep it holy, that they are taught the

doctrines of virtue and honor before

God, as being dearer than life itself,

that they are taught to respect the

holy Priesthood, that the Priesthood of

God committed to man upon the earth

is, as it were, the representation of God
in the flesh; for God has given the au-

thority that whatever His servants

shall do in His name, actuated by the

inspiration of the Holy Ghost, shall be

just as binding among the children of

men as if He had done it Himself. This

is a great work, my brethren and sis-

ters, a great responsibility to fulfill

these obligations in regard to our child-

ren. It strikes me that, if we do oiir

full duty and seek to instruct our

children and to bring them up In the

ways of the Lord, there is no time for

us to join the institutions of the world,

that there is no time for us to join

the secret orders of society and look

after the duties and obligations placed

upon us by some lodge that has been

established by the instrumentality of

men, no matter what their Ideas may
be, for the obligations which are placed

upon us as Latter-day Saints are so

broad and extensive that they demand
all our time and attention and all the

talents which God has given unto us.

The Lord extends, in this command-
ment, concerning which I have just

read, these injunctions and reproofs to

President Sidney Rigdon, and also to

President Joseph Smith, because they

had been under some condemnation in

this respect. This being the case with

them, then, what must be the condem-

nation resting upon many of us who
are guilty of neglecting to train and

teach our children In the principles of

the Gospel. I do not say that those who
do their full duty will always have the

greatest success, for some are rebel-

lious, even as Laman and Lemuel were

rebellious to the commandments of God,

given through their father Lehi; but
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inasmuch as Lehi did his full duty, his

garments are clean, and he is under no
condemnation for their infidelity and
rebellion against God, the Eternal

Father.

We have been commanded. In these

last days, to study from the best

books, to acquire information upon all

useful subjects, themes that have a
tendency to qualify us for usefulness in

the community and in the Church and
kingdom of God here upon the earth.

"We. are to seek for wisdom out of the

best books; and we have been equally

enjoined, by the living oracles of God
upon the earth, that we must be care-

ful as to the character of the literature

that falls into the hands of our child-

ren. What they read has its effect

upon them, whether it be for good or

for evil. We have learned of a recent

terrible occurrence in this city, where

a little boy was influenced to commit
murder by a wicked man, and the testi-

mony of his friends was that it was
brought about through reading dime
novels and falling into diabolical habits,

taught by the wicked and ungodly

among the Latter-day Saints. We
have the scriptures to read, the reve-

lations of God. There is nothing so

edifying as they are, or so instructive.

We have histories, and works treating

upon various subjects of usefulness

that will occupy all the time our child-

ren have to devote to reading and in-

forming their minds; and it is a good
thing for us, my brethren and sisters,

• to occasionally read the things that are

written, from time to time, by those

not of us, concerning the faith and
achievements of this people in these

mountain valleys.

I was pleased, the other night, that

the works of Mr. Charles Ellis, a series

of pamphlets, were recommended to the

people. Mr. Ellis, who is not of our

faith, has been in this city for about 12

years, and has had the courage to

stand up and defend the rights of this

people, from time to time. When
he first came to Salt Lake City, he

stood up in the Salt Lake Theater,

and defended the rights of the

American Indians against the imposi-

tions heaped upon them by the

emissaries of the government. He is

a man who sympathizes with the weak
and downtrodden.

Brother Grant, yesterday, in his in-

teresting report of the Japanese mis-
sion, stated that God had raised up
men in that land to defend him through
the press, to write articles in defense o£

the doctrines, history and character of

the Latter-day Saints. We ought to

be sufficiently broad-minded and lib-

eral, in our associations with men, to-

give those credit who stand up in our
defense, or say a good word in defense
of the rights, and the doctrine and
character of the Latter-day Saints.

It would not be becoming in me to

occupy more of your time, but I wish
to bear my testimony to the truth. I

wish to testify that I know that God
lives, and that Jesus Christ is the

Savior, and that He visited the earth

in these last days and restored the Gos-
pel In all its fulness and power, and
that I know that Joseph Smith was
and is a Prophet of God. standing at

the head of the most glorious of all

dispensations. I also desire to testify

that Joseph F. Smith is a Prophet of

God, and that he is guided in his ad-
ministrations by the spirit of revela-

tion from on high.

I felt to rejoice at this conference

that the opportunity has been extend-

ed to the Stake Presidents and some
of the Bishops to take part in the pro-

ceedings of this conference; also in

listening to the remarks of the Seven
Presidents of the Seventies, who are

men of God, filled with the inspiration

and power of the Holy Ghost, as well

as in listening to what has been said
by the Presidents of the missions of

the United States, who have made such

glorious reports of their labors among
the inhabitants of this great land. I

rejoice in all these things, my brethren

and sisters, and desire to be thankful.

I ask an interest in your faith and
prayers, for while we are called upon
to stand in responsible positions, we
desire and need to be sustained by your

faith and prayers. We are weak, and
are mortals, and I know that there is

power in the hands of the people of

God to draw out the blessings of the

Almighty upon His servants; and I do

not know but there is power in the

hands of the people to close up those

blessings.

I desire to refer to a verse or two
in the 29th chapter of the Book of
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Alma, and then I will sit down. He
said:

"O that I were an angel, and could
have the wish of mine heart, that I
migrht go forth and speak with the
trump of God, with a voice to shake
the earth, and cry repentance unto ev-
ery people."

I want to say to you that the most
important doctrine to be taught to the

people, both among the Latter-day
Saints, and those who are not Latter-
day Saints, is the doctrine of repent-
ance. The Prophet continues:

"Yea, I would declare unto every
soul, as with the voice of thunder, re-
pentance, and the plan of redemption,
that they should repent and come unto
our God. that there might not be more
sorrow upon all the face of the earth.
"But behold, I am a man, and do sin

in my wish; for I ought to be content
with the things which the Lord hath
allotted unto me.

"I ought not to harrow up in my de-
sires, the firm decree of a just God,
for I know that he granteth unto men
according to their desire, whether it

be unto death or unto life; yea, I know
that he allotteth unto men, according
to their wills; whether they be unto
salvation or unto destruction.
"Yea, and I know that good and evil

have come before all men; or he that
knoweth not good from evil is blame-
less; but he that knoweth good and
evil, to him it is given according to his
desires; whether he desireth <rood or
evil, life or death, joy or remorse of
conscience.
"Now seeing that I know, these things

why should I desire more than to per-
form the work to which I have been
called ?

"Why should I desire that I was an
angel, that I could speak unto all the
ends of the earth?
"For, behold, the Lord doth grant un-

to all nations, of their own nation and
tongue, to teach his word; yea, in wis-
dom, all he seeth fit that they should
have; therefore, we see that the Lord
doth counsel in wisdom, according to
that which is just and true."

Now, my brethren and sisters, God
bless you, and help us to remember
these things and to put them into

practice, and that we may say, as

Joshua said: "As for me and my house,

we will serve the Lord."

ELDER JOHN W. TAYLOR.

My brethren and sisters, the order

of the day is short speeches. I pray
that while I am standing before you I

may enjoy the spirit of the Lord also.

During one of my recent visits to

one of our Stake conferences a very

remarkable circumstance happened,
which I desire to refer to this after-

noon. One of our brethren there, who
held the Holy Priesthood, thought he
had discovered a power that was
greater than the Priesthood, and had
begun to exercise this power among
the people. He called this power which
he had graduated in, hypnotism. He
went to the Bishop of his ward and
suggested that he take lessons from
him, for, said he, "Bishop, you can

just cast a spell over the people

and make them do just as you please." I

desire to talk a little this afternoon

with reference to this evil. It would
astonish you to know, my brethren and
sisters, how many of the Latter-day
Saints are taking up with this vrinci-

ple of hypnotism, with Christian Sci-

ence, and how many are following af-

ter wizards and those that have fa-

miliar spirits, and goinfe to palmists to

get their hands read, and all this sort

of thing. Now i will tell you why 1

came to talk upon this subject. Ii

was the remark of Brother Cowley,

that we teach nothing but what is.

given by revelation from God, th«i

Eternal Father. I am going to reaa

a little to you from the 13th Chapter of

Deuteronomy.

"If there arise among you a prophet,
or a dreamer of dreams, and giveth
thee a sign or a wonder,
"'And the sign or the wonder comt

to pass, whereof he spake unto thea,
saying, Let us go after other gods>,

which thou hast not known, and let us.

serve them;
"Thou Shalt not hearken unto the

words of that prophet, or that dreamer
of dreams: for the Lord your God
proveth you, to know whether ye love
the Lord yo_ur God with all your heart
and with all your soul.

"Ye shall walk after the Lord your
God, and fear Him, and keep His com-
mandments, and obey His voice, and ye
shall serve him, and cleave unto him.
"And that prophet, or that dreamer

of dreams, shall be put to death; be-
cause he hath spoken to turn you away
from the Lord your God, which brought
you out of the land of Egypt, and re-
deemed you out of the house of bond-
age, to thrust thee out of the way
which the Lord thy God commanded
thee to walk in: So shalt thou put the
evil away from the midst of thee."


