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obedience to the laws and ordinances
of the Gospel; and the Father has said,

as contained in the Doctrine and Cov-
enants:

"That the rights nf the Priesthood are
inseparably connected with the pow-
ers of heaven, and that the powers of
lieaven cannot be controlled nor hand-
Itd only upon the principles of righte-
ousness."

Is a man acting in accordance with
the laws of the Gospel in endeavoring
to cast a spell over the people? No,
it is not of God. It says:

"That they may be conferred upon us,

it is true, but when we undertake to
cover our sins, or to gratify our pride,
our vain ambition, or to exercise con-
trol, or dominion, or compulsion, upon
the souls of the children of men, in any
'degree of unrighteousness, behold, the
heavens withdraw themselves; the
Spirit of the Lord is grieved; and when
it is withdrawn, amen to the Priest-
hood, or the authority of that man."

We read, in the papers, almost week-
ly, of people being accused of casting

spells over our sons and daughters and
leading them astray. Is it not time

that someone was standing up and
speaking in plainness regarding these

r vils? I will read a little further.

"No power or influence can or ought
to be maintained by virtue of the
Priesthood, only by persuasion, by long
suffering, by gentleness, and meekness,
And by love unfeigned;
"By kindness, and pure knowledge,

which shall greatly enlarge the soul
without hypocrisy, and without guile."

This is the spirit of the Gospel. It

pays:

"Let thy bowels also be full of char-
ity towards all men, and to the house-
hold of faith, and let virtue garnish
thy thoughts unceasingly, then shall
thy confidence wax strong in the pres-
fnce of God, and the doctrine of the
Priesthood shall distil upon thy soul as
the dews from heaven.
"The Holy Ghost shall be thy con-

stant companion, and thy sceptre an
unchanging sceptre of righteousness
find truth, and thy dominion shall be an
everlasting dominion, and without com-
liulsory means it shall flow unto thee
for ever and ever."

God bless you, my brethren and sis-

ters, that you may walk in the straight

and narrow path, and not yield to the

influences of evil spirits, but that you
than be guided by the influence and in-

spiration of the Holy Spirit, which will

lead you unto eternal life. May God

grant that this may be our lot. Is my
prayer, in the name of Jesus. Amen.

The General Authorities were pre-

sented and unanimously sustained by
vote of the assemblage.

The choir sang:

Zion stands with hills surrounded.

ELDER ABRAHAM O. WOODRUFF.

My beloved brethren and sisters,

I thought I was quite a rap-

id speaker myself, but Brother
Grant (who has just presented
the general authorities of the Church)
has so outdistanced me that it has
made me a little nervous.

I have rejoiced exceedingly in the

spirit of this great conference, which is

now drawing to a close.

Much has been said, during the gen-
eral meetings of this conference, in re-

gard to looking after the young of our
community. As I am a young man my-
self, and have the same feelings, to a
great extent, that other young men in

our midst have, I desire to say a few
words to the Latter-day Saints in re-

gard to the way they approach their

sons and daughters with reference to

some of these matters that have been
mentioned, and, in doing so, I do not
wish to declare, or to be understood as
proclaiming, that there are conditions
existing among our people that ought
not to exist; for I believe we are freer
from the vices, crimes and evils which
exist in the world than any other peo-
ple to be found on the face of the earth.
I am not inclined to take a pessimistic
view of humanity, and, thus far, have
been able to recognize some good in
the efforts and acts of men. I believe,

as Elder Douglas M. Todd expressed
himself at.one of our conferences lately,

that we ought to preach the Gospel us-
ing ten words of commendation and in-
struction where we would use one of
condemnation. I also think it is not a
good thing for the Latter-day Saint
parents to doubt the integrity or hones-
ty of their children. Personally, I can-
not conceive of anything that could have
shaken my faith more in my parents
or associates, when a boy, than to have
had them ask me something regarding
myself, or regarding anything, and then
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have them doubt my answer. I believe

it would be better for the parents to en-

quire of their sons and daughters in

regard to their habits, and, in nine

cases out of ten, they will tell you the

truth.

My brethren and sisters, I believe

that, in the vast majority of cases,

where fathers or mothers will sit down
with their sons and their daughters
and question them in regard to their

past conduct, they will be honest and
frank with those fathers and mothers,
and tell them the truth. I have that

much faith in humanity, and I do not
want anyone to be suspicious of me; if

they want to know anything regarding
my past life, I want them to ask me,
and, with the help of the Lord, I will

tell them the truth. I believe there are a
number of young men in the Church
who feel exactly the same way, and
that they are not afraid to have their

fathers and mothers become acquainted

with their past; but the trouble is, or

lias been, in many instances, that the

parents have not been as companionable

with their sons and daughters as they

ought to have been. They have pushed
them away, rather than drawn them to

them.

I feel doubly interested in this matter,

my brethren and sisters, for I believe

that we have a good young people, and
I do not wish to magnify their faults,

which exist, perhaps, to a greater de-

gree than they ought. I believe that

the burden of the responsibility for the

secret crimes and vices, which it is re-

ported are making headway among our
people, rests upon the heads of the fa-

thers and mothers, from the fact that

they have not cautioned their sons and
daughters against such things. If the

parents want to rid themselves of this

responsibility, let them remember, and
put into practice, the passage Elder
Cowley read in your hearing here, plac-

ing the responsibility where it belongs,

at least until children come to be of

that age that they are at)lfc <o judge be-

tween good and evil. My brethren and
sisters, if you cannot teach your child-

ren and bring them up in the knowledge
of the Gospel in the spirit of kindness,

as stated in the revelation In the Doc-
trine and Covenants, from which Elder
Taylor has just read—if you cannot turn

them from evil with the spirit of kind-

ness and persuasion, and by reasoning
with them, you cannot do it by force.

I firmly believe that ignorance is the

mother of crime, and that if any one
who has sinned knew the results

of wrong-doing, they would not have
done so with their eyes open; for T be-

lieve it is due to our ignorance of the re-

sults of wrong-doing, our Ignorance of

the consequence that will surely over-
take us for committing wrong. Inas-
much as the glory of God is intelli-

gence, let us see to it that we try, in an
intelligent manner, and in the spirit of
love and kindness to make plain to the
young men and young women of Zion
the terrible consequences of wrong do-
ing, and see to it that they are warned;
then if they go astray, their blood will
not be required at the hands of their
parents.

God bless you, brethren and sisters. I
Anow that you are all anxious to hear
from Brother Grant; he may not be
with us at our next conference. I pray
God's blessings upon you and all Israel,
in this matter of which I have spoken;
may we go at it in the proper way,
and not do more harm than good in en-
deavoring to follow out what has been
said, but that we may be governed al-
ways by the spirit of the Gospel of the
Lord Jesus Christ. I ask it for Christ's
sake. Amen.

ELDER HEBER J. GRANT.

I am delighted, as I stated here this
morning, and yesterday in the Taber-
nacle, to be with you. I have rejoiced,
beyond my power to tell, in the rich
outpourings of the Holy Spirit upo'n
those who have spoken.

I endorse all that has been said here
this afternoon. I also bear my testi-
mony, in connection with that of Apos-
tle Cowley, that if we will study the
section of the Doctrine and Covenants,
from which he has read to us this
afternoon, and get the spirit of the
Lord, and teach our children in their
youth, that God will bless us with influ-

ence, and that our children will grow
up with a love for the Gospel. Let us
teach our children by example as well
as by precept. When we earn a dollar
let us pay ten cents as tithing; when


