
82 GENERAL, CONFERENCE.

AT THE TABERNACLE.

Closing session, 2 p. m.
The choir sang the anthem:

Praise the Lord, all ye nations.

Prayer was offered by Elder David
John.

The anthem:

"Hark! harlc! my soul!

was sung by the choir.

PATRIARCH JOHN SMITH.

My brethren and sisters, it is with
peculiar feelings that I stand before

you. For one reason, I was not ex-

pecting to occupy this position; but I

trust, by your faith and prayers I may
say something which will be of bene-

fit, not only to you, but to myself. I

can bear testimony to the truth of that

which we have heard thus far during
this conference. I can bear testimony

that fhe Spirit of the Lord has been
with us, and has guided those who
have spoken to us. I trust that we as

Latter-day Saints, will treasure up in

our minds that which we have heard,

and carry it with us to our homes, that

it may abide with us and guide our ac-

tions in the future. I can bear testi-

mony that this is the work of God, and
that we are His people. So far as we
will follow the instructions we receive

from those who are set to preside, and
be guided by our Father in haven, I

know that His blessings will rest upon
us. If we will strive to do our duty,

live our religion, and conduct ourselves

in that way that shall be pleasing unto

our Father in heaven, all will be well

with us. I know that my Redeemer
lives, and that Jesus is the Christ, and
that if we will do our duty as Latter-

day Saints we will reap the reward
which our Father has in store for us.

I feel to exhort my brethren and sisters

to faithfulness and to diligence; for we
understand that every Latter-day Saint

has certain known duties to perform.

We realize that it is our duty to re-

member our prayers, to pay our tithes

and offerings, and to do unto others as

we would wish them to do unto us un-

der like circumstances. But if I have

a hobby, it is what I have said in times

past: I feel to exhort my young breth-

ren to faithfulness, to diligence of

duty, to prepare themselves by study

and by attending the Mutual improve-
ment associations, and striving to in-

form their minds at home, that when
they are called to labor in the minis-

try they may go forward enabled to

perform that duty unto which they may
be called; for I realize, from many cir-

cumstances I have seen, that often-

times our boys, although they are hon-
est a,nd willing to do their duty, have
neglected to prepare themselves for the

ministry, so much so that when they
get into the field they are at a loss,

and it takes them sometime before
they can commence to do that amount
of good that they would do from the
start if they informed their minds be-
fore they left home. I feel to strive to

know my duty and to perform the same
in that way and manner that shall

meet the approval of my Father in

heaven. I desire an interest in the
prayers of the Saints, that I may be
able to fill my mission in honor and
accomplish the work whereunto my
Father in heaven has called me. May
the blessings of our Father rest upon
all Isreal, and guide us in the true
path, that when we have finished our
course we may be worthy of the bless-
ings which He has promised us, is may
prayer in the name of Jesus. Amen.

PRESIDENT BRIGHAM YOUNG.
The time to favor Zlon come—Propheli'' dpi lara-

tioDs fulfilled—Evidence of God', hard over
the Saints—Ma'lyrd<'m of Joseph and Hyrum

This is a day of rejoicing, and I feel

to bless the name of my Redeemer for

the privilege that I have of meeting
with the Latter-day Saints in this con-
ference. It is not often that we behold
so many of our people assembled to-

gether as we witness this day, beneath
this roof. God is exceedingly merciful
unto the Latter-day Saints, and I am
satisfied that prosperity and peace will
dwell in their midst, as long as they
observe to keep His commandments.
The set time has come to favor Zion.
Zion has been favored all the days that
I remember in this life. Though driven
and peeled by our enemies, God has
sustained us, and we have grown, and
enlarged, and built up the country, and
become a great people. I have often
heard the brethren prophesy of the day


