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the blessing of every creature. May you
impress upon the souls of your sons

and daughters that sacred regard for

human rights that no human being

with your consent should be denied the

exercise of his conscience, so long as he

does not interfere with the rights or

liberties of any other human being; and
that this principle and spirit may grow

and garnish your lives and enable you
to fulfill your destiny, under the bless-

ing of our God, is my prayer, in the

name of Jesus. Amen.
The choir and congregation sang:

^Ye thank Thee, O God, for a Prophet.

Benediction by Elder Edward H.
Snow, president of St. George Stake.

SECOND DAY.

Sunday morning, Oct. 5, 1902.

The choir and congregation sang the

hymn which commences:

The Spirit of God like a fire is burning.
The latter-day glory begins to come

forth.

Opening prayer by Elder Albert A.

Smith, president of San Luis Stake.

Singing by the choir:

Lo! the might of God appearing;
From on high Jehovah speaks.

ELDER REED SMOOT.
Striking evidence of friendship—Payment of fast

offerings for the poor—Necessity for avoid-
ance of debt.

My dear brothers and sisters, it is in-

deed an inspiring sight this Sabbath
morning to see this building so well
filled with people who have come to

hear the word of the Lord. I am thank-
ful for the privilege of speaking this

morning and bearing my humble testi-

mony to the work of the Lord Jesus
Christ that has been established in

these last days. I am thankful that I

am in harmony with the Presidency of

this Church, and with the members of

the quorum of< the Twelve. I hope I am
in harmony with every Latter-day
Saint.

If I had been called upon to speak
yesterday, I felt in my soul that I would
liked to have spoken upon the subject

that is causing so much comment in

the newspapers of the United States—
the subject of blood atonement; but as
Brother Ben E. Rich spoke upon it and
explained to a certain extent the posi-

tion of our Church in reference to it, I

will be content in saying that I endorse

every word uttered by him on that

point, and I ask every Latter-day
Saint to read his remarks. I was proud
of all the men who spoke here yester-

day, and who bore their testimonies to

the work of God. I noticed that the

most of them were young men, born in

the church of Jesus Christ, and of

parents who had suffered the hardships

of the early days, and I was delighted

with all of them for the testimonies

which they bore that Jesus was the
Christ and that this was the Church
of Christ. When Brother Rich stood

here and testified that he had not re-

ceived his testimony from his father,

but from God, I was happy in the
knowledge that there were thousands
of young men born in this Church who
could bear the same testimony; and I

know that the world loves a man who
is true to his convictions and fearless in

defending the right, wherever he may
be.

About three weeks ago I received a
letter from one of the largest wholesale

houses of Cincinnati, In wnich they
stated to me that they had met Brother
Ben E. Rich (for they called him
"brother") and had offered him a place

in their establishment for his head-
quarters, and that they would do all

they could to help him along. I wrote
an acknowledgment to that letter and
told them I wanted them to take good

care of him, for he was one of the no-

ble sons of God, and whatever they did

for him would indeed be appreciated by
me. I know that I have hundreds of
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staunch friends outside our Church, and
I believe there are hundreds and thou-
sands of staunch friends to the Lat-
ter-day Saints. Whenever a man goes
into the world and is not afraid to bear
testimony and speak in defense of the

principles of the Church of Jesus
Christ of Latter-day Saints, I tell you
that honest men respect such a one for

so doing'.

I desire to call the attention of the

people to a question that has come to

my notice in traveling- through the dif-

ferent Stakes of Zion, and that is in re-

gard to fast offerings. I am pleased to

state here that there are a number of

the Stakes of Zion that have no poor
within their borders, so I have been in-

formed in meeting with them; but they

have thought that, because they had no
poor, it was unnecessary for them to

collect fast offerings. To all such
Stakes I want to say that it is a re-

quirement of the Church that the Saints

observe the fast day each month and
that the food saved by abstaining from
meals that day should be given to the

poor of God's Church. If this were uni-

versally followed, there would be no one
lacking food in all Zion. The require-

ment made by the Church in relation to

fast day offerings should be adhered
to by every member of this Church. It

may be asked, What shall be
done with the offerings in Stakes

where there are no poor? I have told

the Presidents of Stakes and Bishops of

wards that in the Salt Lake Stake and
other large Stakes there are hundreds
of poor that need to be fed and clothed,

and could be with ease if all the Saints

paid their fast offerings as they should.

If the Bishops will only notify the Presi-

dent of the Church that they have an
accumulation of fast offerings he can
tell them where to send it, and it will be

put to good use. The poor people who
congregate in the large cities can be

helped by it.

While I am on this subject, I desire

to call the attention of the Bishops of

the Church to some things I have no-

ticed in regard to the distribution of

the fast offerings, which, in my opinion,

should be corrected. In one ward not

long ago I was looking upon a list of

the names of those who were helped

from the fast day offerings. Standing
at the head of the list was a man who
had never in his life paid a dollar in

any form to the Church of Jesus

Christ, and he was a man who had
been placed by the people in positions

that brought him a deal of means ev-

ery year. He lived for years in that

Stake of Zion drawing a princely sal-

ary, but forgot to pay his tithes and
offerings; and now that adversity has
overtaken him he is ready to come and
ask that the fast offerings be given to-

him, and seems to feel that he has a
greater claim upon them than some
faithful Latter-day Saints who perhaps

are suffering more than he, but who
may not call upon the Bishop so persist-

ently as he does. I believe with all my
heart in looking after the poor, no mat-
ter what their condition may be; but

I ask you Bishops and the people to first

remember those that remember God in

the days of their prosperity. I trust that

every one who asks aid from the fast

offerings will be worthy of it and will

have a rightful claim upon the offer-

ings of the people.

In many parts of the Church, espec-

ially in the outlying districts, the fast

offerings are mostly paid in flour and
produce of various kinds, and where
such is the case, I would ask the Bish-

ops to have the Deacons call upon the

people every month for these offerings,

and let them take what they gather

to a place where it will be kept and
cared for. In this way let the people

be reminded every month of the re-

quirement that is made of them. I un-
derstand that in Salt Lake City and
one or two other large towns where
they handle nothing but cash, the offer-

ings are paid at the fast meeting.

Where it can be done in this way, it is

all well and good; but in the great ma-
jority of the wards of the Church we
feel that the Bishops should see that

the Deacons collect the fast offerings.

I also desire to call another thing" to

the attention of this vast audience, and
I would that my voice could reach ev-

ery home in Utah and wherever the
people of God live. I refer how to the
practice of running in debt. I ask the
people of the Church of Christ to get

out of debt, if they are in debt; and if
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they are out of debt, to stay out.Every-
body has employment now, money is

plentiful, the banks being- full of it, and
it is easy to borrow; but I ask my
brethren and sisters to remember one
fact, which is considered as much a
truth in business as any truth of the
Gospel is religiously, and that is this:

Failures are not made in times of de-
pression. In hard times men's creditors
try to make them pay up and crowd
them pretty closely, and while a fail-

ure may occur in hard times the cause
of it began in prosperous times, when
credit was easy. I ask those who are
in debt, to get out of debt while these
prosperous times are upon us. Specula-
tion is rife in the land; men are reach-
ing out all over, and, I am afraid,
reaching farther than they can gather;
and the people here as well as in other
parts of the country need to be warned
against this tendency. I ask the Saints,
as the President of the Church asked
the Priesthood last night, to get out of
debt, and keep out of debt. I want to
say to the wives of the Church: When-
ever your husband asks you to place
a mortgage upon your home—the
shelter of yourself and children—if it

be not to save his honor, do not sign
the mortgage. If he insists upon it,

plead with him for your home and the
home of your children. Fathers, I say
to you, wherever you have a piece of
land in Zion, I trust that you will not
sell it. Do not sell your inheritance.
Do not sell the farm that you have
worked on. If you are getting old, di-
vide it up with the boys and keep them
at home. I wish that every farm in this
land was farmed as it should be, and
every corner attended to. I have often
said that if the sugar factory in Utah
county had done nothing else than to
learn our farmers how to farm, it had
proved a blessing to the people of Utah.
I say so now. I ask the farmers to
see that every foot of their land is cul-
tivated, instead of some of it going to

weeds, and then you will not have to

have your boys hunting new places and
getting from under your influence.

I ask God's blessing upon this great
multitude, and upon His Church and
people, wherever they may be upon the
face of the earth. My prayer is that

that blessing shall be upon them, in

the name of Jesus Christ. Amen.

ELDER ANTHONY W. IVINS.

(President of the Juarez Stake.)

My brethren and sisters, during the
few moments that I shall occupy in

telling you something of the condition

of the Latter-day Saints who are lo-

cated in the republic of Mexico, I sin-

cerely desire that I may be assisted by
your faith. It is quite unexpectedly
that I am called to occupy this posi-

tion, and therefore I must depend upon
your assistance and the aid of ou r

Father in heaven.

The Latter-day Saints in Mexico are
doing the things which the Latter-dav
Saints are doing in Canada, in Mon-
tana, in Oregon, in Idaho, in Wyoming,
in Utah, and in all other places where
Ihey are established. The Gospel is the
<?ame wherever we are. Our effort is,

bv example as well as by precept, to

teach the Mexican people the ways of

the Lord and convert them to the truth

Of the fact that God's kingdom has
oeen established in the dispensation In

which we live. There are in Mexico
about 12,000,000 of people, 9,000,000 of

whom are Indians whose blood has not
been intermingled with the blood of

uther people. For nearly 400 years
these Indians have been a subjugated
race. Since the conquest of Mexico,
when with the sword in one hand and
the Bible in the other the doctrines of

the Catholic church were established

among the Aztec people, that great
church has been dominant there, and
probably 95 per cent of the inhabitants

c£ Mexico are converts to its teachings.

We have not sought insistently to in-

troduce the principles of the Gospel

among the Mexican people; but b"
degrees, through the example which we
set, through our works of industry, and
through the blessing of the Lord upon
our efforts, we find it necessary to send
cut missionaries and organize branches
cf the Church among them.
A year ago last June, under the di-

rection of Apostle John Henry Smith,

a mission was re-established in the

( ity of Mexico, since which time about
200 people have been added to the


