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remain at home and build upon the
worthy foundation laid by the men and
women who were the pioneers of that
little commonwealth. We have hun-
dreds of acres in the valley still cov-

ered with sagebrush—virgin soil which
has not yet known the plow—and our
hearts are going out in loving sympa-
thy to these untilled acres. Our hearts
are also going out to our young men
who are going to Park City, delving
in the mines for gold and silver, and
being led astray by the vices of the
world, when there are still hundreds
of acres yet uncultivated at home. Our
minds are being led to some extent on
the question of irrigation and along
those temporal lines that will assist in

sanctifying the land and bringing It

to a higher state of cultivation. In
spiritual matters we are endeavoring
to do our duty. Our Heavenly Father
has blessed me with two good counsel-

ors in the persons of Joseph R. Mur-
dock and James C. Jensen—men who
feel to give their lives to the service

of God. They have stated that if need
be all their time and means are at the

disposal of God our Eternal Father for

the upbuilding of His Church upon the

earth. We have a High Council who
are men of God. They are united with
us in furthering the interests of our
people. We have a corps of Bishops
who are leading the people as best they

can according to the ability which God
has given them. We are endeavoring

to be abreast of the spirit of the times

with regard to the quorums of the

Priesthood; but I regret to say that

in our Stake we have experienced the

difficulties which Bishop Preston spoke

of in the Priesthood meeting last even-

ing—that is, our work in the Teachers*

department is not as we would like to

have it. In the auxiliary departments

of the Church we are trying to keep up

with the rest of the Church. Speak-

ing of religion class work, the presi-

dency and High Council, and for the

most part our Bishops, are interested

In this work. We see that It will be

a mighty factor, under the blessing of

God, in distilling the principles of the

Gospel upon the minds of the youth

of Zion. We realize that we feed our

children's bodies three times a day.but

too many of us have been contented to

give them only one or two spiritual

meals a week. Therefore, many of

the youth of Zion are growing up
physically strong, but spiritually weak.
We recognize this condition in the

Wasatch Stake. In visiting some of

our religion classes, tears have rolled

down my cheeks to see little tots stand
before the class and lead their class-

mates in a practical prayer. It has
made me think of that prayer of the

Savior where He said, "I thank thee,

O Father, Lord of heaven and earth,

because thou hast hid these things

from the wise and prudent, and hast
revealed them unto babes." I have
thought of it, too, when our little chil-

dren taught the law of tithing in these

classes, have brought their nickels and
laid them, like the disciples of old, at

the feet of their teachers.

May God grant that the spirit of

progression may be in the hearts of

the people in every part of the vine-

yard of the Lord, and that we, His ser-

vants, may be equal to the great duties

that He has placed upon us. I ask it

in the name of Jesus. Amen.

ELDER ABRAHAM O. WOODRUFF.
Establishment and maintenance of settlements

—

Hand of God manifest In them—Discrimina-
tion against the Saints.

My dear brethren and sisters, I have

been very much delighted with what
we have heard during this conference,

and while I stand before you to bear

my testimony to the divinity of this

work and to say a few words I desire

your faith and sympathy and the divine

aid of my Father in heaven. I re-

joiced very much in the words of Presi-

dent Joseph F. Smith this mpraing,

and I would like to call your attention

to the fact that the Prophet Joseph

Smith, many years before the bulk of

the people ever thought of coming to

these Rocky mountains, predicted that

the Saints would suffer much persecu-

tion, but that many of them would

live to come to these valleys of the

Rocky mountains and assist in estab-

lishing cities there.

I have in the past spoken considerably

regarding our new settlements, and I

want to say a few words this morning

in regard to our old settlements. I
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knonv that the brawn and sinew of the

older settlements have been drawn up-
on largely in order to establish new
settlements in various parts of the
country, and as a result there is a
spirit of lethargy and not of progress
resting upon the people of some of

these old settlements. The young and
energetic have gone to Canada or other
northern locations, and have left only
the aged and infirm and the non-pro-
gressive, and where this is the case the
settlements are in a state of decline. If

I were the president of a stake in

which these conditions exist, and col-

onization agents came into the stake
and attempted to draw away Bishops
and progressive men, I would demand
that they show their credentials from
the Presidency of the Church, or I

would not let them take my useful men.
I feel that in the establishment of

these settlements we have been doing
the will of God and I want to call your
attention to the fact that some of the

best blood of this Church has been
called, not to occupy the most desirable

sections of country, but to go and as-

sist in the establishment of lands to

the south which might be regarded as

altogether undesirable. Hundreds of

thousands of dollars have been spent

and lives have been worn out in es

tablishing these settlements, and I hope
that they nvill never be abandoned be-

cause there is better country some-
where else. I want to tell you, in the

name of the Lord, that the time will

come when the wisdom of God
in establishing these settlements

under the direction of the

leaders of the Church, both

past and present, will be manifest, and
that He has had a purpose in doing it..

"We did not come to these Rocky moun-
tains because it was a good, desirabla

country. We are here today because

President Brigham Young, when the

pioneers landed in this valley, said this

was the place where God designed His

people should halt. Those who were
looking for good countries wanted him
to go on to California, or to Oregon;

but he said; No, here is the place—very
undesirable in the eyes of men, there-

fore it will not excite the cupidity or

the selfishness of our enemies, and here

we can rest. As a result of the inspira-

tion which rested upon the Prophet
Joseph Smith in his successors, the

Saints have been established in these
nooks of the mountains. Had they gone
to more favored places.it would not have
been long before they would have been
only a drop in the bucket; but by being
placed in these crevices of the rocks
they have been able to maintain their

ground, and God has blessed the land
for the sake of His people. As I have
often said, the Lord has caused some
of His choicest sons and daughters to

go into the stakes of Arizona and Mex-
ico, where they do not raise 10,000

bushels of grain, but where they have
•gone because He has called them
through His servants to locate there,

and where they have determined to

stay though it should cost them their

lives. That is the kind of people that

dwell in those places that are consid-

ered undesirable. They may not be de-

sirable places, but they have to be built

up and maintained; and we do not

want to draw from them their best

blood and leave them in a languishing

condition. We want them to continue

to progress, to husband the water, take

care of the lands which God has given

them, and build new houses. We go in-

to some settlements and find that there

has not been a new house built in the

last five oe ten years, and all the

young and progressive element have
left to the detriment of those who re-

mained.
I am in favor of maintaining these

settlements. I am also in favor of main-
taining our foothold right here at head-

quarters, where we are new almost up-

rooted, because the country has appar-

ently become too good for us. It is

worth too much money, and conse-

quently we have sold out to those not

of our faith. Therefore, we have but

little voice in the government of our

city and in other affairs here. While

the Latter-day Saints have built the rail-

roads, and while they furnish, I am
told, about 80 per cent of the local traf-

fic of these roads, there is scarcely one

Latter-day Saint in a hundred in the

employ of these large railroad com-

panies. These matters are controlled

almost exclusively by the labor unions.



34 GENERAL CONFERENCE.

The contracts for our buildings, when
they are let, are controlled by com-
panies who employ union men; and a9

a result our people, who are counseled

all the time to keep out of these things,

have to take what few crumbs drop

from those who are eating the slice.

I do not think this is a good thing. "We
do not show that interest in each other

in these temporal affairs that we ought
to do. We have not as much interest in

obtaining employment for one another

in this city, take us as a whole people,

as the labor unions have for

their members. And I am in favor of

either joining the unions or else being a

union among ourselves as we ought to

be. I feel that the Latter-day Saints

are in a position to demand some con-

sideration in regard to these things,

and that we ought not to be forced to

sell our homes right here at head-

quarters because the land has become
too valuable for us. I love the little

piece of land I occupy, which was a

part of my father's homestead, and 1

have covenanted with the Lord ana
with myself that I will never part with

that, unless I have to do it to maintain

my honor, or the honor of my people,

or to buy bread for my family.

God bless you, my brethren and sis-

ters. I rejoice in the Gospel of the

Lord Jesus Christ. I know that this

is God's work, and I know that we,

have a living Church, not a dead form,

for which I thank God. May the bless-

ings of the Lord be upon our brethren

and sisters who have worn out their

lives in fulfilling the missions where-

unto they have been called to build up
the great southern country and to live

in the less desirable places. They are

among the best people we have in the

Church, and God has blessed them ana
will bless them. I love them, as I love

the people of every other part of Zion.

As President Smith has said, there are
sections of our country which will rec-

ommend themselves and speak fox

themselves; but I do not think that

people ought to be drawn away from
our old settlements, to the detriment of

those places, in order to build up some
other country. I am interested in Can-
ada, in Oregon, in Big Horn, and in

every one of these settlements that

have been founded, as my labors in the
Apostleship have been exclusively in

the stakes of Zion, I think over these
things, and I am concerned regarding
the welfare of our settlements and theii

maintenance. President Smith and I

went to St. Johns, with authority to
release the people there, if they wanted
to go, and we could not do it. The
young and the old stood up and ex-

pressed their feelings; they cried, and
we cried, and we were determined that
we would not raise our hands to aban
don a settlement which had been es»

tablished under the direction of one of
the prophets of God. Now, my brethren
and sisters, let us think of these
things. Let us be contented. Let u»
be progressive in our own settlements,

and let us strive to love all mankind.
I thank God for the honorable men of
the earth, and for the Latter-day Saints
who are accomplishing good in this

world. I recognize in every man one
of God's sons, and in every woman one-

of His daughters; and they are all my
friends, so far as they befriend Zion or

speak a good word for her. May God
bless us and fill us continually with the
testimony of Jesus, who died for the
redemption of all mankind. I ask it

in the name of Jesus. Amen.

ELDER L. A. KELSCH.

My brethren and sisters, while stand-
ing before you for a short ttme I desire

to be inspired of the Lord to say only
those things that shall be for our good.
I have greatly rejoiced in the testimo-

nies which have been borne during this

conference. My heart has been made
glad. I rejoice in bearing testimony un-
to you, and unto all who shall read con-

cerning this conference, that I know
that the work in which we are engaged
is of God, and that He has revealed

His mind and will unto His servants

the prophets in these latter days. I

know that Joseph Smith was a prophet
of God, raised up in this dispensation,

and that he has given the mind and
will of the Lord unto the inhabitants
of the earth; that the authority which
he received from holy messengers
whom God sent to confer it upon him,
has been conferred upon brethren who


