
ELDER RUDGER CLAWSON. 49

of God and the atoning blood of oui

Lord and Master, Jesus Christ. "We
may fell thankful, my brethren and sis-

ters, that we have this testimony, and
we ought not to point our fingers at

those who have no testimony and feel

that they are to be condemned on this

account. Probably the circumstances

of their rearing differed from ours;

probably the Gospel has never been
presented to them with such force and
spirit and in such plainness as it was
to us. I realize that the Lord told His
iisciples to go into all the world and
preach the Gospel to every creature,

and that those who would repent and
be baptized r-hould be saved, and those

who believed not should be damned;
but it is the Lord's business to damn
jr to bless Hifl sons and daughters and
lot mine or yours. The Lord has
commanded this people to forgive all

nen for their trespasses, and He would
iorgive whomsoever He would. Re-

nember this in your troubles and dif-

iculties in your dealings with your fel-

owmen.
May the spirit of this conference and

jf this meeting go with you to the

lomes of the Saints, and may we be

nore determined to serve God and keep

His commandments; I ask it in the

lame of Jesus. Amen.

The choir sang, "But in the last days
t will come to pass."

Benediction by Elder Nephi L. Morris.

AFTERNOON SESSION.

'TheThe choir sang the anthem:

mountain of the Lord's house."

Prayer by Elder Hugh S. Gowans,

president of Tooele Stake.

The anthem, "Praise the Lord, all ye

nations," was sung by the choir.
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ATords inspired by the Holy Spirit are Scripture-

Need for giving heed to such words—Callings

in the Priesthood must be magnified—Willing

obedience.

I have greatly rejoiced in the spirit

)f this conference. We are assembled

lere, a mighty host of Israel, gathered

ogether from all parts of Zion. "We

lave with us the First Presidency,

members of the quorum of the Twelve
Apostles, the presiding Patriarch, the

Seven Presidents of Seventies, the pre-

siding Bishopric. We have Patriarchs,

High Priests, Seventies, Elders, bear-
ers of the lesser Priesthood, and mem-
bers of the Church in great numbers,
who have come up to wait upon the
Lord. The heathen would say per-

haps: "We have our gods before us.

We can see and feel them, and we fall

down and worship them. But where is

your god?" The answer is that our
God is not far away, and certainly He
is not beyond the bounds of time and
space; but He is a God who hath ears
to hear, eyes to see, and a mouth with
which He can speak to His people.

We may get a general idea of the
character of this work and of this great
general conference by the revelations

of God which have been given to us in

this age of the world. Upon one occa-
sion, in speaking through the Prophet
Joseph Smith to Oliver Cowdery, the
Lord said:

"If thou art led at any time by the
Comforter to speak or teach, or at all
times by the way of commandment un-
to the church, thou mayest do it.

"But thou shalt not write by way of
commandment, but by wisdom;
"And vthou shalt not command him

who is at thy head, and at the head of
the church;
"For I have given him the keys of

the mysteries.and the revelations which
are sealed, until I shall appoint unto
them another in his stead."

Upon another occasion the Lord said:

"Hearken, O ye my servants! Ye are
rot sent forth to be taught, but to teach
those things which have been put into
your hands by the power of my spirit;
and ye are to be taught from on high.
"Sanctify yourselves, and you shall be

endowed with power that ye may give
even as I have spoken."

Again, the Lord in a revelation to Or-
son Hyde, speaking of the manner in
which the Gospel should be preached to
the world, said:

"And behold, and lo, this is an en-
sample unto all those who were ordained
unto this Priesthood, whose mission is
appointed unto them to go forth;
"And this is the ensample unto them,

that they shall speak as they are moved
upon by the Holy Ghost.
"And whatsoever they shall speak

when moved upon by the Holy Ghost,
shall be scripture, shall be the will of
the Lord, shall be the mind of the Lord.
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shall be the word of the Lord, shall be
the voice of the Lord, and the power
of God unto salvation.

"Behold, this is the promise of the
Lord unto you, O ye my servants."

We can see by this, my brethren and
sisters, how great is the responsibility

resting upon us in this important con-
ference. If the Presidency of the
Church and others who may be called

upon, shall arise before the congrega-
tions of the Saints and speak by the
voice of the Comforter, it is the will of

the Lord unto us, and we are in duty
bound to receive it. How much will we
be benefitted by assembling together?

Just so far as we lend a willing ear to

the counsels which are given. During
the conference possibly many princi-

ples of interest and importance will be

touched upon. The law of tithing has

been mentioned here; you may hear

something further in relation to it. Is

there need of such instruction? Verily

there is. I presume there has not been
a general conference convened for the

last 60 years at which this principle has
not been alluded to, and specific in-

structions given the Latter-day Saints.

I grant you that there are many in the

Church who are honest with the Lord,

and who come up to the spirit of the

law; but there are many who do not

pay a full tithing—many who sit under

the voice of the Priesthood, which is

the mind and the will of the Lord, and
go straightway from the meeting or the

conference and fail to give heed there-

to. It may be that the Word of Wis-
dom will be touched upon, and the Im-
portance of its observance set before

the people. Is there need of this? Will

somebody ask why is this principle

again spoken of. Verily, it is not the

word of man; it is the word of God to

His people; and so long as it goes un-

observed by any number of the Latter-

day Saints there is need to speak of it.

It may be that a word or two of coun-

sel will be given in relation to magnify-
ing the Priesthood. Is there need of

such word? I ask the High Priests.

Seventies, Elders, and the lesser Priest-

hood, is there need of something being

said concerning the authority and pow-
er and sacred character of the Holy

Priesthood? You know that there are

many who disregard the Priesthood;

many who fail to attend their quorum
meetings, and consequently fail to catch
the spirit of the Priesthood. Only about
fifty per cent of those who bear the

Priesthood are faithful in attending
their quorum meetings, which have
been appointed by the Lord, under the
counsel and direction of the First Pres-
idency of the Church. The brethren of

these various orders of the Priesthood
should meet together often, to bear

testimony one to another and to be in-

structed in their duties, that they may
exercise this sacred power for the salva-

tion of souls. If any man or woman
enters into the celestial kingdom of

God, it will be by and through the au-
thority of the Holy Priesthood. If we
do not hold that Priesthood, and mag-
nify it, we cannot pass by the angels
and the gods. It may be that a few
words will be said by some of the

speakers in relation to the quorums of

the lesser Priesthood. "Words of in-

struction were given last night relative

to them. The orders of the lesser

Priesthood are v_ery necessary and im-
portant in the Church, very needful to

its welfare, and placed there by the God
of heaven. This is the Church of God,
not our Church, and who are we
that we shall rise up and say that these
quorums of the lesser Priesthood are
unnecessary, and that we have too
much Priesthood? It is God who has
established the Priesthood, and set its

bounds and limits. Something may be
said in relation to the acting Teachers
of the Church, who are called to act

as Teachers in the lesser Priesthood.
The ordained Teachers are usually
young men from fourteen to eighteen
or perhaps twenty years of age, who
are not of themselves quite qualified to

go out and teach the families of the
Saints? Hence men are called to be
acting Teachers, whose duty it is to

take these young men with them in

their visits to the people, that they
may gain experience and become quali-

fied to perform the functions of their

office. If there is any duty neglected in ,

the Priesthood, I think you will find it

among the acting Teachers of this

Church, who in many places fail to

meet this responsibility.

There has been no lack of instruction

and counsel, from the days of the
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Prophet Joseph Smith until the present
time. Twice a year in these general
conferences, four times a year in the
Stake conferences, once a year in the
ward conferences, and then in the
Sacrament meetings, the Priesthood
meetings, and on other occasions, in-

struction, full and complete, covering
the whole field, has been given to the
Latter-day Saints. But I often think
that some of us are like the people of
ancient Israel—we are slow to hearken
to the voice of the Lord. We acknowl-
edge His hand; we admit the import-
ance of these things, and see the ne-
cessity of them: but in many cases fail

to carry out counsel, and thereby lose
the blessing. I give it to you as my
candid judgment that the great suc-
cess which attended the ministry of
Jesus Christ was due to His strict obe-
dience to the will of the Father. I

fancy that He sought to teach that les-

son in all His life—almost by every
word He spoke and everything He did.

He was constanly striving to impress
upon His disciples that He came not to
do His own will, but the #.ill of the
Father who sent Him. Do you not re-

member that even at the age of twelve,
when but a lad, upon one occasion he
was separated from his parents. They
searched for him with great anxiety,

and finally discovered him in the temple
at Jerusalem, disputing with the
learned doctors. His parents chided
Him for what appeared to them an act
of disobedience in leaving them with-
out their knowledge, and He turned
and said, "Wist ye not that I must be
about my Father's business?" Even
at that tender age the spirit of obedi-

ence manifested itself, and He gave
His earthly parents to understand that

He was there to do the will of the Fath-
er. When He came to the waters of

Jordan to be baptized, John the Baptist

forbade Him, feeling that he was not

worthy to baptize the Savior. The Sav-
ior said, "Suffer it to be so now: for

thus it becometh us to fulfil all right-

eousness." In other words, to render
obedience to the will of the Father. He
who was without sin and without guile

went down into the waters of baptism,
and when He came up out of the water
the heavens were opened and the Holy
Ghost descended upon Him in the form

of a dove
;
and a voice came from the

heavens, saying, "This Is my beloved
Son, in whom I am well pleased." Why
was the Father well pleased? Because
of His obedience; because of His wil-
lingness to do that which was required,

even though it seemed not to be neces-
sary. Again He was willing to be lifted

upon the cross. Did He not say to the
Father, "O my Father, if it be possible,

let this cup pass from me: nevertheless
not as I will, but as Thou wilt?" And
did He not thus fulfil the will of the

Father by His sufferings on the cross?
Afterwards He ascended into heaven,

and now sits upon the right hand of

the Father, glorified, the Lord of life,

the Savior of the world a perfect ex-

ample of obedience! And should we not

therefore follow His example, resting

as we are under the great responsibility

of having rceived the word of the Lord
in relation to the various duties re-

quired at our hands? How strict is the
commandment of God! Are we not
told in the language I have quoted,

that the President of this Church is

endowed with the keys of the myster-
ies, and of the revelations which are
sealed; but is there time at this confer-

ence to talk upon the mysteries? No;
we must talk upon the practical things,

especially those which are neglected by
the Latter-day Saints. Then when the
next conference comes we shall doubt-
less have to talk about the same things,

again and again, because of our for-

getfulness and our mortality. The
President of the Church holds the keys
of the revelations which are sealed.

Have you forgotten, my brethren and
sisters, that part of the plates from
which the Book of Mormon was trans-
lated are sealed, to come forth in the
due time of the Lord? Is this the due
time of the Lord? Can we expect that
these plates will be unsealed and these
mighty revelations brought forth, un-
less we accept and carry out in our lives

the commandments which have been
unsealed and transmitted to us in the
Book of Mormon, in the Book of Cove-
nants, and in the Holy Bible—these

glorious books which are before us, and
which should receive our attention and
our study, that we may become ac-
quainted with the commandments of

the Lord and observe to keep them, that
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we may prepare ourselves for the

great revelations which are to come,

and which will come, as the Lord lives.

I rejoice in these things. I know that

this is the work of the Lord. I know
that His hand is in it, and that His

power is with us. I have seen it mani-
fested upon many occasions. I have
received many testimonies of the truth

of this work. I cannot deny it and
never will so long as the Lord will

bless me with His Spirit and the power
of the Priesthood. It is the work of

God; and all who give heed to it, and
who go down into the waters of bap-

tism and are baptized for the remission

of their sins, have hands laid upon
them for the reception of the Holy
Ghost, and continue faithful, will re-

ceive a knowledge of this work, and
shall know, as I know and as you know,
that it is the work of the Lord.May God
bless you and prosper you abundantly,

is my prayer in the name of Jesus.

Amen.

Charles Kent rendered, with excellent
effect, the beautiful hymn of which the
following Is the opening verse:

my Father, Thou that dwellest
In the high and glorious place!

When shall I regain Thy presence,
And again behold Thy face?

In Thy holy habitation.
Did my spirit once reside;

In my first primeval childhood.
Was I nurtured near Thy side.

ELDER ANDREW KIMBALL.
(President of St. Joseph Stake.)

1 rejoice this afternoon, my brethren

and sisters, in this opportunity, and
deem it an honor to my sacred father's

name and to my sacred mother's name.

I feel it an honor to the Indian Terri-

tory and Southwestern States Mission,

with which I became so intimate, and
to the Stake that I now have the hon-

or to preside over.

It takes me nearly two thousand

miles travel to visit with you in con-

ference, and it is my pleasure to gain

all the information possible to take

back to our people in the St. Joseph

Stake, and they shall hail with delight

my return to receive the word of the

Lord as it has come unto us through

the servants of God in these meetings.

I indeed feel embarrassed to take up

this valuable time, and if others feel as

I do they desire to get the word from

the fountain head; but we do appreci-

ate the recognition of our Stakes and
Missions, and we know that this is go-

ing to redound to the good of the

Church; for the people will feel com-
plimented and will be strengthened in

consequence of this remembrance.
The St. Joseph Stake of Zion is situ-

ated in the southeast corner of Arizo-

na, adjoining Old Mexico and New
Mexico. If you were to ride across
Arizona, on the north, from Albu-
querque, New Mexico, to California,

you would see nothing but desert and
tops of mountains among the timbers,

and on the south along the Southern
Pacific railroad nothing but sand hills

and desert; but leaving the railroad,

in a little oasis in the desert, you will

find a happy people, nearly 4,000 Latter-
day Saints, over whom I have the priv-

ilege of presiding. It seems that the
Lord has preserved these choice little

spots in the desert for our people. They
could not be seen by the travelers go-
ing to and from California; but they
were found by our people who were
sent by President Brigham Young in

early days. I will here say that those

who left Utah in early days by team,
did not find the promised land. They
journeyed into Arizona, and, becoming
discouraged, many of them returned

home. There were some who had cour-

age to remain and "hold the fort," and
they have continued to increase, until

today in that arid district of Arizona
we have four good Stakes of Zion.

I will say to you that we appreciate

what has been said by the brethren in

regard to the restless condition that

exists among some of our people. There

have been many inducements thrown
out by some of these northern Stakes

to draw people thither, and we ask you
brethren of these Stakes to keep your
hands off. We are happy and content-

ed down there, and we do not want to

lose our people. The trouble is, you are

drawing away the financial men, the

men of strength and character, whom
we need ourselves. There are, how-
ever, a number in our Stake that we
would like you to have. We are liv-

ing in a desert.Every foot of the ground


