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around his neighbor's children, and
with the talent he has exercised in con-

trolling his own family try to use an
influence with them. Do not let the

boys go to the four winds, simply for

the lack of doing our duty in this re-

gard. I have said it before and I

will repeat it here, that lots of us will

go out into the world to preach the

Gospel of Jesus Christ without asking

any questions. "We will have door af-

ter door slammed in our face; and if

opportunity will present so that we
can pour into the ears of the people

the good things of the Gospel we are

delighted. After awhile, if we can

lead them down into the waters

of baptism, we rejoice exceedingly that

we have converted someone. We do

not specially ask them about their past

or what they have been doing. All we
ask of them is to repent of their sins,

go down into the waters of baptism,

and have hands laid upon them for the

reception of the Holy Ghost. Yet oft-

times we will come back home and we
would not cross the road to preach the

Gospel to some of our young boys right

here. I believe I will be safe in saying

that if we would expend one-tenth of

the energy and time and means, one-

tenth of the patience and love, that we
give to the children of the world, in

the interest of our own wayward boys

at home, we would save many more
souls. We could love our boys more
than we do; we could have more pa-

tience with our girls than we do have.

We could spend more time around our
own firesides, teaching the children the

principles of the everlasting Gospel, in-

stead of going after the things of the

world and letting the boys go to the

winds. As fathers and mothers, we
ought to be more careful in regard to

the rearing of our youth. We should

make home the most pleasant place

that the boy or girl can find in this

whole world. It ought to be the cen-

ter of attraction to every child. "We
should make it so attractive by our
kindness, our love, and all necessary
conveniences, that they will love it bet-

ter than any other place. I believe it

would do good sometimes to sell a calf

or a horse in order to place good books
in the home for our boys and girls to

read. Subscribe for the works of the
Church, so that they can read the prin-
ciples of the Gospel and have them im-
planted in their hearts. Then let us
take some time to sit down by the fire-

side with them and explain unto them
the Gospel.

Brethren and sisters, I love the youth
of Israel. I know that there is good in
them. If the coal looks dead, it reeds
someone to blow the bellows to bring it

back to life again. I have found boys
who have been looked upon as no good
and practically dead, but with nursing
and effort that coal has been brought
back to life. And what happiness
comes into the home when a wayward
son turns over a new leaf and becomes
a good, upright Latter-day Saint! I re-

joice in the Gospel of Jesus Christ. I

bear my testimony to its truth. I know
that the Prophet Joseph Smith was a
prophet of God. I know that the proph-
et that we have presiding over us today
is a man of God, and sets an example
in his family that is worthy of all Is-

rael. God bless you. Amen.

ELDER MATHIAS F. COWLEY.
Difficulties to be settled privately, If possible

—

Presiding authorities should not be appealed
to unnecessarily—Honor every man in his
position.

My brethren and sisters, I rejoice

very much in the teachings of this con-
ference, and in the way that President
Smith has been led to conduct the con-
ference. I would like to say to the
Bishops that it is a good example for

you to follow. It is impossible for the
work of the Lord to be carried on by
the intelligence of man, or by any pre-

meditated arrangement carried out in

a mechanical way. As the President of

the Church has been led to conduct our
conference, so ought every Stake Pres-
ident to conduct his Stake conference,

and every Bishop to conduct his ward
conference, as well as his meetings in

general. I do not mean by that that
you should follow it in mechanical de-

tail, but that you should follow the
whisperings of the Holy Spirit; for this

is what has been done during this con-
ference, as it has no doubt in the con-
ferences of the past.
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We rejoice to hear the testimonies of

our brethren who preside over the

Stakes. I rejoice to be associated with
men such as they are; and if I were
as sure of my salvation as I am of the

salvation of such men as have stood

before us this afternoon, I would be

exceedingly delighted. They are men
of God, and we who live in the Stakes
of Zion ought to look to these men for

counsel, and not, when we have diffi-

culties to settle, always run to one of

the Twelve Apostles, or to one of the

presiding Council of Seventies, when
they are in the Stake. We ought to

settle our troubles right in the Ward
where they occur, and there ought to

be a more strict observance of the law
of God in regard to the adjustment of

difficulties. Where there are differences

between brethren and sisters, they

ought to try and settle them in the way-

indicated by the Savior—between them-
selves, in the spirit of prayer; not with

a determination to show how wrong
your brother is, but in the Spirit of

the Lord seek to be reconciled with
your brother. If this will not accom-
plish it, then call in the Teachers of

the Ward, and let them act as peace-
makers; for blessed are the peacemak-
ers. And when the Teachers find a
difficulty in a family, they have no bus-
iness to tell it to anybody else or to

circulate it on the streets. They ought
to guard such things with the utmost
sacredness.

The Lord has laid down His law on
this subject, as well as on all other
subjects affecting the welfare of the
Church. In Section 42 of the Book of

Doctrine and Covenants, it is written:
"And if thy brother or sister offend

thee, thou shalt take him or her be-
tween him or her and thee alone; and
if he or she confess, thou shalt be rec-

onciled."

That is, it shall not be harped upon
or talked about after it has been set-

tled. Every man ought to esteem him-
self as put upon honor, after a difficulty

is settled, not to stir it up or resur-

rect it among the people of God, but
let it be settled forever. When Teach-
ers find difficulties existing in families

that they can settle without reporting
them to the Bishop, it is not a duty in

the sight of God that the Bishop even
should know of them. In fact, I do not
suppose the Bishop wants to know the

failings of the people, if they can be
rectified without his knowledge. The
Lord has laid down the doctrine that

the confession shall be as broad as the

offense. If I offend my brother, I must
make it right wTith my brother; and it

is hypocrisy to go and ask the forgive-

ness of God until I have become recon-

ciled with and made restitution to my
brother. The Lord says:>

"If any one offend openly, he or she
shall be rebuked openly, that he or she
may be ashamed. And if he or she con-
fess not, he or she shall be delivered up
unto the law of God.

"If any shall offend in secret, he or
she shall be rebuked in secret, that he
or she may have opportunity to confess
in secret to him or her whom he or she
has offended, and to God, that the
Church may not speak reproachfully of
him or her."

The object is to save people; to

make it as easy as possible for them
to repent and to make restitution for

their wrong; not to circulate the story

of their wrongdoing and create a pub-
lic scandal, but to have it settled ac-

cording to the law of God.
In another revelation, the Lord says:

"It always has been given to the El-
ders of my Church from the beginning,
and ever shall be, to conduct all meet-
ings as they are directed and guided by
the Holy Spirit."

This is the law of God to every
Bishop, to every stake president, and
to the president of every quorum or

association in the Church. They are

to be guided by the Holy Spirit. This
conference has been exceedingly inter-

esting because it has been conducted
by the Spirit of the Lord through the
man who presides over us on this oc-

casion. I may say that it is the mosi
Interesting conference of the Church
that I ever attended.

Another thing: The Lord certainly

placed prophets and apostles, evangel-
ists, pastors and teachers in the
Church, as Paul describes, for the work
of the ministry and for the edifying of

the body of Christ; but He has placed
the Bishops and the authorities of the
stakes in the Church for the perfecting
of the Saints, just as much as the
Apostles, or the Council of Seventies,
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or the Presiding Bishopric, or the Pres-

idency of the Church, who stand at the

head; and there ought to be an im-
provement in all the stakes in regard

to the adjustment of all matters af-

fecting the salvation of the Saints of

God in the respective stakes. I sup-

pose that the President of the Church
gets bushels of letters written by men
and women who, disregarding the

Bishop and the presidency of the stake,

go over the heads of those officers in

order to lay their cases before the Pres-

ident or to ask questions of him, some
of which are of the most foolish char-

acter. This is all wrong. I want to

advise the Latter-day Saints to settle

these questions at home just as far as

possible. When the Priesthood of God
is trusted by the people, there will be

a greater measure of the Spirit of the

Lord attending the ministrations of oui

Bishops and stake presidents through-
out the Church. I do not believe that

the Presidency of the Church are un-

der any obligation to do those things

that ought to be done by the local au-

thority, and I do not knew that they

have any promise of being blessed of

the Lord in doing work that ought to

be done by the Bishops and presidents

of stakes. I am impressed with this,

because I have been asked in various

stakes of Zion a great many questions

that could easily be answered by the

Bishop of the ward, and I have been

appealed to to seUl€ difficulties that

ought to be settled easily right at home.
The Latter-day Saints should under-

stand this and feel the responsibility of

it. The Priesthood of God is the repre-

sentation of God, if you please, in th&

earth. It is not man's personal in-

dividuality that we honor, but it is tht

authority of God which he holds. God
has established His work upon thu

earth, and He has appointed men to be

the recipients of His holy will and,

through their administration, to voice

that will unto the Latter-day Saints.

The Savior said to His disciples, "H«»

that receiveth you receiveth me; and
he that despiseth you despiseth me;
and he that despiseth me despiseth Him
that sent me." When this principle is

understood and properly carried out,

there will be more of the power of God

in the midst of the Latter-day Saints,

there will be a stronger bond of union
among them, and there will be greater
and more effective work accomplished
throughout the stakes and wards by
the local Priesthood. I nvish to say to

every man in the Church, young and
old, that the greatest desire of his heart
should be to honor the office in the
Priesthood which he holds, and not
have constantly in his mind the great-
ness of somebody else's calling. It is

all the authority of God, the one Priest-
hood, and it cannot be parted asun-
der. The High Priest holds the Mel-
chisedek Priesthood ;the Seventy holdb
the same, just as the Apostle does, and
he is entitled to the power of God in

his ministrations among the people. 1

have heard President Woodruff say
many times that he never enjoyed mora
of the Spirit of God than he did when
he was a Priest, preaching the Gospel,
I believe, in Arkansas. It was the same
with John the Baptist, and with
Philip; they enjoyed the spirit and
power of Almighty God, and yet they
officiated in the Lesser Priesthood. We
are entitled to the same blessing if we
live for it. I think it would be a
good thing if every Bishop would call

together all the Priesthood in his Ward,
and would select from the High Priests,

the Seventies and the Elders enough
men to act in the capacity of Priests. I

have enquired in the Stakes of Zion
where I have traveled, about a quorum
of Priests and have found but few. Yet
the Lord has laid down that as one of
the offices in the Lesser Priesthood,
and has specificially stated that they
are the ministers of the Gospel unto
the people.

We had instructions here last night
by President Smith concerning our re-

sponsibility to the authorities of Wards
and Stakes. I have been taught this

doctrine all my life. I was born and
raised on the same block as Brother
Frank Y. Taylor and Brother John W.
Taylor, and I used to act in the ca-
pacity of a Teacher in the home of

President John Taylor. I was not very
well qualified, it is true. I believe the
only qualification I had was a willing

spirit and an obedient heart; but the
Lord blessed me in my labors. When-
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ever we entered into the house of Pres-

ident Taylor as Teachers, he laid aside

all other things that were demanding
his attention,and he would call his fam-
ily together, sit down with us, and hear
what we had to say. On one occasion

a young man, who was asked to ques-

tion President Taylor in regard to the

performance of his duties as a member
of the Church, said he did not want to.

"Why not? Because, said he, he is a so

much better and greater man than we
are. President Taylor told him it was
his duty to question him. "Why," said

the young man, "I don't think you
would hold the office that you do If

you did not perform your duty as a
member of the Church." The President

replied, "It is your duty to find out

whether I do my duty as a member or

not; whether I teach my children the

principles of the Gospel, and pay my
tithing, and attend to my family and
my secret prayers."

The more men know about the Priest-

hood of God, the more they respect it.

I say to the people, seek unto the

Priesthood of God, and let wizards, nec-

romancers, hypnotists, spiritualists and
all such things alone; for within the
Church of God there is all sufficient for

our salvation in this life and our exal-

tation in the life to come. God bless

you. Amen.

The choir sang, "Rouse, all ye mor-
tals."

Eenediction by Presiding Patriarch
John Smith.

THIRD DAY.
IN THE TABERNACLE.
MONDAY, OCT. 6, 10 A. M.

The choir and congregation sang the

liymn which begins:

Do what is right; the day dawn la

breaking.
Hailing a future of freedom and light.

Angels above us are silent notes taking
Of every action; do what is right!

Opening prayer was offered by Elder

Joseph E. Taylor, counselor in the pre-

sidency of the Salt Lake Stake.

Singing by the choir:

Come, dearest Lord, descend and dwell,
By faith and love, in every breast;

Then shall we know and taste and feel

The Joys that cannot be expressed.

ELDER MARRINER W. MERRILL.

Remarkable development of the Lord's work—The
elements tempered, and tbe land blessed

—

Continued Improvement essential — Import-
ance of the teacher's calling—Evils of debt and
mort gages.

The meetings of the conference thus

far have been very interesting to me.

I have listened with a great deal of in-

terest to the reports of the presidents

of missions and presidents of the Stakes

of Zion. We are here, my brethren and
sisters, to be fed spiritually, and to be

instructed with regard to our temporal
duties. Thus far, I think, we have all

been satisfied with the things that we
have heard and the spirit that has been
manifest. Indeed we may say we have
had a refreshing from the Lord. We
have been benefitted and profited by the
various subjects that have been treated
upon. How vast is the work of the
Lord! And how it is increasing and
spreading abroad, notwithstanding the
difficulties that have been thrown in

the way! When we look back, say 50

years (there are many here, I suppose,
that can remember 50 years back,) and
observe the progress that has been
made in 50 years, it is wonderful to

contemplate. While in that time twen-
ty of our Apostles and Presidents of the
Church have passed to the other side,

yet we see today the Church is stronger
and the people are more numerous than
ever before. There is more interest man-
ifested in the forwarding of this work in

the earth, than ever before in our his-

tory. Thus we see the hand of the Lord
manifest towards this people in their

growth and development in the earth.

What will be the growth and develop-
ment in fifty more years? No doubt
there are people here that will live to


