
62 GENERAL, CONFERENCE.

ever we entered into the house of Pres-

ident Taylor as Teachers, he laid aside

all other things that were demanding
his attention,and he would call his fam-
ily together, sit down with us, and hear
what we had to say. On one occasion

a young man, who was asked to ques-

tion President Taylor in regard to the

performance of his duties as a member
of the Church, said he did not want to.

"Why not? Because, said he, he is a so

much better and greater man than we
are. President Taylor told him it was
his duty to question him. "Why," said

the young man, "I don't think you
would hold the office that you do If

you did not perform your duty as a
member of the Church." The President

replied, "It is your duty to find out

whether I do my duty as a member or

not; whether I teach my children the

principles of the Gospel, and pay my
tithing, and attend to my family and
my secret prayers."

The more men know about the Priest-

hood of God, the more they respect it.

I say to the people, seek unto the

Priesthood of God, and let wizards, nec-

romancers, hypnotists, spiritualists and
all such things alone; for within the
Church of God there is all sufficient for

our salvation in this life and our exal-

tation in the life to come. God bless

you. Amen.

The choir sang, "Rouse, all ye mor-
tals."

Eenediction by Presiding Patriarch
John Smith.

THIRD DAY.
IN THE TABERNACLE.
MONDAY, OCT. 6, 10 A. M.

The choir and congregation sang the

liymn which begins:

Do what is right; the day dawn la

breaking.
Hailing a future of freedom and light.

Angels above us are silent notes taking
Of every action; do what is right!

Opening prayer was offered by Elder

Joseph E. Taylor, counselor in the pre-

sidency of the Salt Lake Stake.

Singing by the choir:

Come, dearest Lord, descend and dwell,
By faith and love, in every breast;

Then shall we know and taste and feel

The Joys that cannot be expressed.

ELDER MARRINER W. MERRILL.

Remarkable development of the Lord's work—The
elements tempered, and tbe land blessed

—

Continued Improvement essential — Import-
ance of the teacher's calling—Evils of debt and
mort gages.

The meetings of the conference thus

far have been very interesting to me.

I have listened with a great deal of in-

terest to the reports of the presidents

of missions and presidents of the Stakes

of Zion. We are here, my brethren and
sisters, to be fed spiritually, and to be

instructed with regard to our temporal
duties. Thus far, I think, we have all

been satisfied with the things that we
have heard and the spirit that has been
manifest. Indeed we may say we have
had a refreshing from the Lord. We
have been benefitted and profited by the
various subjects that have been treated
upon. How vast is the work of the
Lord! And how it is increasing and
spreading abroad, notwithstanding the
difficulties that have been thrown in

the way! When we look back, say 50

years (there are many here, I suppose,
that can remember 50 years back,) and
observe the progress that has been
made in 50 years, it is wonderful to

contemplate. While in that time twen-
ty of our Apostles and Presidents of the
Church have passed to the other side,

yet we see today the Church is stronger
and the people are more numerous than
ever before. There is more interest man-
ifested in the forwarding of this work in

the earth, than ever before in our his-

tory. Thus we see the hand of the Lord
manifest towards this people in their

growth and development in the earth.

What will be the growth and develop-
ment in fifty more years? No doubt
there are people here that will live to
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see fifty more years, and the work be-

ing developed fifty years hence.

We have great cause to give thanks
and praise to our heavenly Father for

His goodness unto us, and for His mer-
cy in tempering the elements in these

high mountain valleys. I can well re-

member when it was said that certain

valleys in these mountains would not

produce the cereals of the earth, be-

cause of their altitude and the frosts;

but this saving has been brought to

naught. I remember very distinctly go-

ing with President Young on his first

trip into the Bear Lake Valley. A
number in the company, after we ar-

rived there and camped, predicted that

there never would be any grain raised

in Bear Lake Valley, because it was too

cold. But we find that the Lord tem-
pered the elements. I remember what
President Young told them in the first

meeting. He said, "You have come here

to a cold, high valley; but if you will

stay here and be contented, and serve

the Lord, you will get rich." He as-

sured them that they would be able to

raise grain; but if you cannot raise

grain, said he, you can raise hops, and
get rich raising hops. We find that

the elements have been tempered in

all the high valleys. In Cache valley

we all huddled together, you know, on

the low lands. I remember President

Kimball saying one time when he was
there that the day would come when we
would want to crowd up toward the

mountains, and cultivate the land on
the high benches. That saying is veri-

fied today. Go into Cache valley and
you can see the valley cultivated in

places almost to the top of the moun-
tains, while the lower part of the val.

ley is abandoned to grass.

The Lord has been with His people.

He has been with His servants. And it

has seemed to me, in watching the

progress of the work of the Lord, as if

every administration that we have had
was a little stronger than the previous

one: but perhaps that is not the case.

It may only be that in the develop-

ment of the work of the Lord new
things have arisen. The Lord did not

promise He would reveal everything

at once. He said He would give line

upon line, precept upon precept, here a

little and there a little; and as the work
of the Lord develops new features are
brought before the people. Things are

revealed from time to time that were
not necessary half a century ago.

Now, taking into consideration om
condition and our circumstances, is

there yet room for improvement among
the Latter-day Saints? Notwithstand-
ing the good reports that we hear from
the various Stakes of Zion, let me ask,

is there yet a chance for improvement
in the Church of Christ? Why, thefe

certainly is. We have not all come to

the unity of the faith yet. We have
not all come to a perfect understand-
ing of the Gospel. We learn a little to-

day and a little tomorrow, advance step

by step and keep learning a little more
about the work of God.

The Lord has given unto His people a
perfect organization, such as is not

found anywhere else in the world. It

was reported by somebody since the

conference commenced that there werti

no poor in one of the Stakes of Zion.

When I heard that, I thought to myself
that that Stake was in rather a bad
condition. The Savior said, The poor

ye have always with you. My experi.

ence in the Church has taught me that

if no poor are found it is because a
thorough search has not been made in

the Stake; for I believe there are poor
in all the Stakes of Zion. There is a
certain class of people amongst us that

wont make their wants known. They
will suffer, and suffer a great deal, be-

fore they will let their neighbors know
their condition. I have acted as a
Bishop for eighteen years in tbv-

Church, and I have found in my ad-

ministration that there are cases of

this kind, where people will not re-

veal their condition. Such people have
to be hunted for; and then looked af-

ter, by the Priests, or by the Teach
ers, or by somebody, in order that their

circumstances may be made known. I

will guarantee if all the Stakes of Zion

were searched carefully it would be
found that there are poor everywhere;
not so extensively perhaps in some
Stakes as in others, but there are poor.

The organization that the Lord has giv.

en us suits the condition of every mem-
ber of the Church, and also the condi-
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tion of non-members of the Church, be-

cause they, living among- us, are to be

cared for, are to be looked after, and
treated kindly.

I fear there is a lack, my brethren

and sisters, with regard to the labors

of the Lesser Priesthood. I fear thia

because I know from experience that it

requires a constant labor and a con-

stant watchcare on the part of the

Bishop to keep the Lesser Priesthood in

good working order. Now, every family

in the Church, and every family in

the district, whether they are in the

Church or not, ought to be visited. They
are the Lord's children, and they ought

to be looked after. They ought to be

visited at least once a month. Can we
Bishops or Presidents of Stakes say,

and say truthfully, that the flock over

which the Lord has appointed us to

preside is visited, cared for, looked af-

ter and provided for. If we can, then

we are in a happy condition, and we
are doing just what the Lord wants us

to do. But if we fail in this import-

ant matter, then it is time for us to

consider, to counsel together as the

Priesthood, as a quorum of the

Priesthood, and see wherein we can
make our labor more valuable and more
profitable to the Latter-day Saints. The
Teachers, you know, have general jur-

isdiction. The office of a Teacher is

an important one in the Church. I

remember once going as a Teacher into

the family of President Kimball, and
President Kimball was there. Of course,

being a boy, I felt bashful, and ver>
diffident in talking in the home of one
of the Presidency of the Church; but
it was not long before President Kim-
ball made me feel perfectly at home, to

talk there just as I would to anyone
else, because of the spirit and kind-

ness he manifested. He says, "I want
you to preach the Gospel to my fam.
ily. If you see anything out of order,

I want you to tell them about it;

whether it be indoors or out-of-doors,

tell them about it; advise with them
about it, counsel with them about it."

Now, that has always been a lesson

to me. I have always remembered it.

The Teachers should advise with the

people in regard to their interests. Not
that they should have one simple rou-

tine of questions to ask in every fam-
ily; that is not necessary, and the Lord
will not lead you that way either; but
He will lead you to say such things in

each family as shall be suitable and
proper. The Lord will be with ever>

Teacher if he is humble and prayerful.

Now, I conclude, from my own ex-

perience, thai the very best thing in

the world for the Teacher to do before

he goes out, is to go off into a secret

place, and tell the Lord he is going ouv
in fulfilment of his duty, to labor as a
minister of the Gospel among the
people. If you will do this in humility,

the Lord will be with you and direct

you in your labors. Now, do not miss
anybody in your travels. Do not be in

such a hurry that the most remote fam.
ily in the district may not be visited

and looked after. You may feel in your
hearts that those people are no good,
that they are not worthy, that they
wont receive you kindly, and so on; but
there may be children there, on whom
your influence may have great effect,

and you cannot afford to neglect them.
We cannot afford to neglect our duty to

these people. Now, these things apply
to the Presidency of the Stake as well
as to the Bishopric.

There is one very good thing that
lht> Teachers might talk to the people
about, and that is with regard to going
in debt. Some of our people have had
a great desire to go in debt, perhaps
for the purpose of making as good a
show as their neighbors. In my opin-

ion, the time has come when we should
desist from "going into debt. We should
not mortgage our homes. This is a sub-
ject that I certainly think the Teachers
should talk about. I hope that it may
be said from this time on that the Lat-
ter-day Saints will not mortgage their

realty, their homes, their chattels, or

anything they have. Under some cir-

cumstances it may be a necessity; but
ai a rule it is a bad thing, and we
ought to quit it. I have seen people

turned out of their homes, owing t>>

tne mortgage being foreclosed. They
have had to let it go for half its valu^,

because it is seldom you can borrow
on a piece of property the full value of

it, and in that way their hard earning?

are dissipated. Do not mortgage your
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homes. There was a time when there
were no mortgages in all Utah; but
1t is not so today. I do not suppose
there is a Stake of Zion that is now
free from it. It is time, therefore, that
we began to seriously consider our con-
dition, and cease going in debt. Let us
pay off our mortgages and our obliga-

tions as fast as possible; and the quick-

est and easiest way to do it is for every

man to pay his tithing and offerings

to the Lord. For everything belongs
to the Lord, and He has made us stew-
ards over what He has placed in our
hands. Then let us pay our obligations

to the Lord, no matter what our neigh-

bor may say about it. Every man
in the Church should pay his tithing,

and pay it when he has it. Do not put
off paying the tithing on your sum-
mer's wage until the fall, because that

is not a good way. When you receive

your monthly salary, pay your tithir.g

right at the time; and do the same
with whatever you get from any
3ource. If you will do this, the Lor>l

will open up your way and help you
out of debt. Let us make a resolve

not to go in debt any more, and the

Lord will assist us to carry it out. We
not only want to get out of debt our-

selves, but we want to see the Church
out of debt, so that the hands of the

Presidency may be so liberated that

they can use whatever means are

necessary for the development of the

work of the Lord and the building up
of Zion. If we had in our possession

today the interest that we have paid

on outside capital, it would help us

considerably.

Another thing: Let us not make too

many demands upon the Presidency of

the Church. The Presidents of Stakes

and Bishops of wards are continually

asking the Church to help them for one

purpose or another. Bless your soul,

tne Presidency of the Church would b=

willing to help everybody if they had

it in their power; but it is not in their

power at present. Therefore, if we have

a meetinghouse to build, let us go to

and build it without asking aid from
the Church. If we could utilize the

labor that is wasted in all the Stakes

of Zion, we could build all the meeting-

-houses we need. You brethren that

need meetinghouses in your wards and
stakes, try and utilize that labor in

the building of them. I know by ex-

perience that this can be done. Then
you will not have to ask the Church fcr

anything.

These are some of the details thsrt

affect us in our wards and stakes. It

would be a good thing for the Bishoj.?

and Presidents to make a note of what
is said by the speakers, and wherein
the remarks fit their circumstances,

apply them. We are gathered from
all parts to get information and in-

struction, and let us not pass these

things by without giving heed to their.

I testify to you, my brethren and sis-

ters, that this is the work of the Lord
It has done my soul good to hear the

brethren testify that they knew this-

was the work of God. It is not our
work, but the Lord has given us th<\

privilege to take part in it. Joseph
^mith, the great prophet of the last

dispensation, has a wjatchcare over

as today, just as he had while he wai
on the earth; and he is not so very

far off, either. The Prophet Brigham
a'so, and the other leaders of Israel

who have gone to the other side, are

watching over the people of God; and
let us not feel that they are away,
beyond the bounds of time and space,

because they are not very far away.
This is the work of God. Joseph was a

great prophet. He ushered in this dis-

pensation of the fulness of times, and
it is gradually going forward. It hss

spread abroad upon the mountains and
in the valleys, and will continue to do

so. God will build up His kingdom and
sustain His servants. Let us see to

it that we are not found complaining

or faultfinding, but let it be said of u*

mat we have sustained the work of

God and our brethren. God bless you,

is my prayer in the name of Jesus

Christ. Amen.

ELDER DAVID K. UDALL,
(President of St. Johns Stake.)

I desire the faith and prayers of my
brethren and sisters the short time that

I may stand before you. I am not like

President Andrew Kimball, acquaint-

ed with every nook and corner of this


