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them. They know it, too, and we are

living witnesses, living monuments of

His mercy, that in all the vicissitudes

of life our Father has preserved us ani
has filled our souls with gratitude and
praise. He has given us the privilege

of the higher education in His ho 1 }'

temple, and of all the blessings of the

n<>w and everlasting covenant. There
is nothing that we have and enjoy but
has been given to us by Him, and we
soy. All glory be to the Father, and
to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost!

I am thankful that I have the privil -

ege of bearing my testimony upon this

auspicious occasion. I am thankful for

this conference, and for the testimony

of my brethren. It has been sweet to

me to listen to their voices, declaring

the goodness of God to them. We can
see what class of men the Lord has
selected to be his ministers, humble,
ch.ldlike, filled with the Spirit of the

Lord. Do we love each other? We
do; it is impossible for us to do any-
thing else. May the Lord God of Israel

bless these His servants in all then-

outgoings and incomings. May they

be established in His everlastirg

righteousness, that their days ma>
never fail, but that their testimony
may be true and bright, so that they

rray lay down their lives as members
of the Church of Christ in full fellow-

ship, to be received into the Church
of the Lamb behind the veil, and to

realize the promise, Blessed are they

that have a right to the tree of life.

If we can obtain a right to the tree of

life, we will surely be members of the

Church of Christ in good standing, to

the glory of God our Eternal Father,

through Jesus Christ. Amen.

PRESIDENT JOSEPH F. SMITH.

Possession of Priesthood not confined to a few.

Although we may enjoy a little a>l-

\antage over the rest of the congre-

gation, for my part I could stay here

a week longer to hear the testimonies

of my brethren, and to give to the

world an opportunity to see and know
that the Priesthood in the Church of

Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints is

not confined to one man, nor to three

men, nor to fifteen men, but that there

are thousands of men in Zion who
hold the Melchizedek Priesthood, which
is after the order of the Son of God,

and who possess keys of authority and
po-ver to minister for life and salvatiov

ameng the people of the world. I

would like to give the world an oppor-

tunity to see what we are, to hear
what we know, and to understand
what our business is and what we in-

tend to do, by the help of the Lord.

The choir sang:

Zion stands with hills surrounded.

Benediction by Elder George C. Par-

kinson, president of Oneida Stake.

CLOSING SESSION.

The choir sang:

Though deep'ning trials throng your
way,

Press on, press on, ye Saints of God.
Ere long the resurrection day
Will spread its light and truth abroad.

The opening prayer was offered by

Elder Wm. C. Parkinson, president of

Hyrum Stake.

Singing by the choir:

Hark! listen to the trumpeters!
They sound for volunteers,
On Zion's bright and flowery mount
Behold the officers.

ELDER JOHN W. TAYLOR.

Ancient prophecies fulfilled in these days—The
work of John and the three Nephites—Pre-
paration for the coming of Messiah.

My dear brethren and sisters, I nev-

er enjoyed a conference better in my
life than the one we are now holding;

for I delight in hearing the workers in

Zion express their views. This is a re-

markable congregation, and last night

we also had this house filled to over-

flowing, with Sunday school workers.

When I see these large congregations

gathered together in the tops of the

mountains it fills my heart with joy,

because I can see in it the fulfillment

of ancient prophecies. Yesterday the

choir rendered a beautiful anthem,
suggesting that the mountain of the

Lord's house would be established ;n.

the tops of the mountains. The Proph-
et Isaiah spoke of this. He was a great
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prophet. He prophesied of the coming
forth of our Lord and Savior Jesus
Christ a long time before His birth in-

to the world. He also prophesied of the
coming forth of the Gospel in the dis-

pensation of the fullness of times, as,

well as the coming forth of the Book
of Mormon. He said:

"And it shall come to pass in the last
days, that the mountain of the Lord's
house shall be established in the top
of the mountains, and shall be exalted
above the hills; and all nations shall
flow unto it.

"And many people shall go and say,
Come ye, and let us go up to the moun-
tain of the Lord, to the house of the
God of Jacob; and he will teach us of
his ways, and we will walk in his paths;
for out of Zion shall go forth the law,
and the word of the Lord from Jeru-
salem."

Brethren and sisters, where did you
come from? You came from the va-
rious nations of the earth, and in your
presence here is fulfilled one of the
greatest signs that will ever be given
to this generation before the second
coming of our Lord and Savior Jesus
Christ.

When our Savior was among men he
rebuked them because they took no no-
tice of the fulfillment of prophecy. He
said, "O ye hypocrites, ye can discern
the face of the sky; but can ye not dis-
cern the signs of the times?" He said
further: "Ye hypocrites, well did
Esaias prophesy of you, saying, This
people draweth night unto me with
their mouth, and honoreth me with
their lips; but their heart is far from
me. But in vam they do worship me,
teaching for doctrines the command-
ments of men." Jesus wanted to im-
press them that they should rather
look to the fulfilment of prophecy than
to the precepts of men. He himself re-
spected all that the holy prophets ut-
tered. In His memorable sermon on
the mount He said: "Think not that I

am come to destroy the law, or the
prophets; I am not come to

destroy, but to fulfill. For verily
I say unto you, Till heaven and
earth pass, one jot or one tittle shall

in no wise pass from the law, till all

be fulfilled."

The Prophet Jeremiah also prophe-
sied concerning the gathering, in the
following language:

"I will take you one of a city, and
two of a family, and I will bring you to
Zion:
"And I will give you pastors accord-

ing to mine heart, which shall feed
you with knowledge and understand-
ing."

When you find a pastor that will

teach the children of men according to

the heart of God, you will find one that

has perfect reverence for the words of

Jesus wherein He says, "Men shall not

live by bread alone, but by every word
that proceedeth out of the mouth of

God."
It has been eighteen hundred years

since any one has come forth and testi-

fied that they have seen the face of

God, until among all the nations of ttu->

earth they are beginning to look upon
the Eternal Father as an imaginary
creature. Through transgression the

Lord withdrew the Gospel from the

children of men. Jesus foreshadowed
this when He said to the Jews, "The
kingdom of God shall be taken from
you, and given to a nation bringi g
forth the fruits thereof." He was fi-

nally put to death, according to proph-

ecy, and after His resurrection He ap-

peared unto the Apostles. On one oc-

casion they asked Him, "Lord, wilt

thou at this time restore again the

kingdom to Israel? And he said unto
them, It is not for you to know the

times or the seasons, which the Father
hath put in his own power." Again,

when His disciples asked him "what
shall be the sign of thy coming, ard
of the end of the world?" He said,

among other things, "And this Gos. el

of the kingdom shall be preached in all

the world for a witness unto all na-
tions; and then shall the end come.'

He also said, "Jerusalem shall be trod-

den down of the Gentiles, until the

times of the Gentiles be fulfilled." Here
are two remarkable signs that w re

to precede the coming of the Son of

Man.
Now, the Lord our God has opened

the heavens in these last days, in ac-

cordance with the prophecy of Je-us

Christ, and the Father and the S n
have appeared to the Prophet Jose; h
Smith. The Gospel of Christ has been
restored, in fulfillment of prophecy, and
it is being preached in all the world

for a witness, according to the predic-
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tion of the Savior. The Elders of Is-

rael have stood up in your midst and
spoken as they were moved upon by
the Holy Ghost. When you heard them
you said in your heart that what they

said was true; for behold it went
through your systems like fire. God
poured out upon you the convincing
power of His Holy Spirit, and gave
you a witness that the Elders were
servants of God and were speaking un-
der the influence of the Spirit of truth.

Hence you yielded obedience to the

Gospel. This also is in accordance
with the words of Jesus wherein He
says, "My sheep know my voice; but a
stranger they will not follow." The
voice of the Spirit of God led you out

from the nations of the earth. As El-

der Teasdale testified here this morn-
ing, "No man can come to me, except

the Father which sent me draw him."
When that Spirit rests upon the holi-

est in heart their greatest desire is to

help build up the kingdom of God.
A portion of Israel is now gathered

together, but in a little while you will

find another prophecy will be fulfilled,

and that is the prophecy that Jesus
made to the three Nephites who, hav-
ing power over death, are still livirg1

upon this continent. He spoke to them
of a time when they would perform a
great and mighty work among the

Gentiles; and that has not yet been
fulfilled, but it will be. You
will find that many districts where the
Elders of Israel cannot reach will be
penetrated by these men who have pow-
er over death; and when the honest in

heart see the power and authority that
is with them, they will feel like Nico-
demus did of old, (but I trust they will

have more faith and courage) when he
said, "Rabbi, we know that thou art

a teacher come from God: ror no man
can do these miracles that tnou doest,

except God be with him." These three
men are going to perform a great work
in the program of the last days, as is

the beloved disciple, John, whom Christ

refers to when He says, "If I will that

he tarry till I come, what is that to

thee?" According to a revelation given
through the Prophet Joseph Smith, the
Savior said unto Peter, "If I will that

he tarry till I come, what is that to

thee? for he desired of me that he might

bring souls unto me, but thou desiredst

that thou mightest speedily come un-

to me in my kingdom. I say unto thee,

Peter, this was a good desire, but my
beloved has desired that he might d»

more, or a greater work yet among men
than what he has done before; yea, he

has undertaken a greater work; there-

fore I will make him as flaming Are and

a ministering angel; he shall minister

for those who shall be heirs of salva-

tion who dwell on the earth."

My testimony is that these men are

going abroad in the nations of the

earth before the face of your sons, and
they are preparing the hearts of the

children of men to receive the Gospel.

They are administering to those who
are heirs of salvation, and preparing

their hearts to receive the truth, just as

the farmer prepares the soil to receive

the seed. The Lord has promised that

He would send His angels before the

face of His servants, and He does so.

You are here, my brethren and sis-

ters, in a gathered capacity, in fulfill-

ment of prophecy. This is the day spok-

en of by Jeremiah:

"Therefore, behold the days come,
saith the Lord, that it shall no more be
said, The Lord liveth, that brought up
the children of Israel out of the land of
Egypt;
"But, The Lord liveth, that brought

up the children of Israel from the land
of the north, and from all the lands
whither he had driven them; and I will
bring them again into their land that
I gave unto their fathers.
"Behold, I will send for many fishers,

saith the Lord, and they shall fish

them; and after will I send for many
hunters, and they shall hunt them from
every mountain, and from every hill,

and out of the holes of the rocks."

Brethren and sisters, your sons are

fulfilling this prophecy today in the na-

tions of the earth. Speaking of Zion

that should be established in power
and glory in the last days, the prophet

says:

"The Gentiles shall come unto thee
from the ends of the earth, and shall
say, Surely our fathers have inherited
lies, vanity, and things wherein there
is no profit."

In conclusion, let me say to my young
brethren and sisters and to my friends

who are under the sound of my voice,
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I know that God lives. I know that

Jesrus Christ is the Redeemer of the

world, and through His atoning blood

all mankind may be saved, by obedience
to the laws and ordinances of the Gos-
pel which He has revealed in these last

days through the Prophet Joseph
Smith. I know that Joseph Smith was
an inspired man, raised up of God to

usher in the dispensation of the fulness

of times; yea, that time which a.ll the

holy prophets looked forward to. My
testimony is that through your faith

and diligence in keeping the command-
ments of God, every gift and blessing

that He has ever promised unto the

children of men is yours, whereby you
can be brought back into the presence

of our Father and crowned heirs of

glory, immortality and eternal life. Re-

hold, this is the day of the Loid's prep-

aration We are preparing for the

coming of our Lord and Sa\ ior Jesus
Christ, and His coming is near at hand.

He will come in the clouds of heaven,
with power and great glory. I also

lestify unto you that the words of the

Prophet Malachi are true when he said,

"For, behold, th? day cometh, that

shall burn as an oven; and all the

proud, yea, and all that do wickedly,

shall be stubble; and the day that com-
eth shall burn them up, saith the Lord
of hosts, that it slvll leave them, neith-

er root nor branch." I say unto you
when that voice goes forth among the
children of men, "Lo, the bridegroom
cometh; go ye forth to meet him," it

will be a sorrowful day for the children
of men. It will be a day of weeping
and wailing among those who have
taken "the broad way." As Jesus him-
self has prophesied, they will cry for

the rocks to fall upon them, to hide
them from the wrath of Him who shall

come; for no man can stand in the
presence of God, except he be cleansed
every whit from sin.

May God bless you, my brethren and
sistecs, and fill you with His Holy

,

Spirit, that your greatest desire may
be to build up the kingdom of God up-
on the earth, that we all may keep our
garments clean and unspotted from
the world, and strive to set an example
worthy of imitation, that we may be
iustified of the Lord and be prepared

for His coming; which is my prayer in

the name of Jesus. Amen.

ELDER W. C. LYMAN,
(President of San Juan Stake).

My beloved brethren and sisters, I

feel very humble in attempting to speak
to you a short time, and I trust that

the Spirit of the Lord may be with me,

that my remarks may be appropriate

to the occasion and applicable to those

who may listen.

I was sustained and set apart as the

president of the San Juan Stake a little

less than six months ago so that I am
perhaps not as well acquainted with

the conditions that exist there as I will

be in the future. However in connec-

tion with my counselors Brother Wil-

liam Halls of Mancos and Brother Redd
of Bluff I have visited the different

wards that compose the stake. I be-

lieve all the auxiliary organizations are

in good running order. The stake cov-

ers the southeast corner of the state of

Utah the northwest corner of the terri-

tory of New Mexico and the southwest

corner of the state of Colorado; and all

we lack to make us happy is a portion

of the territory of Arizona that we may
raise some of those large sweet pota-

toes that Brother Kimball has been

telling you of. We have some good

county in the San Juan Stake and we
have a good deal of the other kind. In-

asmuch as the brethren have counseled

the Saints not to move too much at the

present time it would perhaps not be

wise for me to tell you the advantages

of that portion of the Lord's vine-

yard. However, if any of you are dissat-

isfied with your present homes and
think you are not getting wealthy fast

enough come dcnvn and visit

us, examine our country, and you
will certainly return home and feel sat-

isfied to stey there. Some portions of

our stake have been settled under pe-

culiar conditions. One of the towns that

we have there, when the first settlers

•went into that locality they had to

take their wagons to pieces and let

them down over a perpendicular cliff

nearly 40 feet high. Some of them nev-
er came out again. I would like to men-


