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SELgebrush plain; today we have up-

•wards of 50 wards In that part of the

country, we have a branch railroad, we
have the electric lines, we have tele-

phone communication, and everything

is prosperous with us, financially and
temporally. I feel to thank God for It;

but above all things I thank Him for a

standing in the Church of God. I bear

my testimony to you of its truthfulness.

Above all things, let us be true to the

covenants that we have made, and not

one of us be a traitor. I am extremely

thankful for the very timely sugges-

tions that have been offered by our

Presidency during this conference with
regard to the importance of teaching

our young people the necessity of man-
ual work. I omitted to state that in our

institution of learning which I have
been speaking of we have made prepar-

ations already to have a class in man-
ual training the coming winter, as also

a class in domestic science. We are

scattered over a very large tract of

country, and I only regret that there

are not more of our young people who
are looking for homes, that they may
come and help us carry our burdens.

We have had bridges to build, school-

houses to build, churches to build, roads

to maintain, and everything that is nec-

essary in the development of a new
country. Our people have taken up
large farms; they are too large, and in

too many cases they have been under
the necessity of mortgaging them, and
I am sorry to say that more than 50 per

cent of the farms in our stake today are

mortgaged. Our people are carrying

too heavy a load, and we would very
dearly like to see a host of our young
people come into that country and buy
out one-half or two-thirds of the farms
we own, and help us to lift our mort-
gages and maintain those things that

are necessary in the colonization of a
country. We invite you there; but we
do not want to go contrary to the

counsel of the First Presidency in ask-

ing our young people to scatter out too

far. However, we will always welcome
you to come and share our burdens, be-

cause we want to observe the counsel

of the First Presidency and get out of

debt as soon as we can. We do not
•want, though, to sell our farms to

strangers, but we would like to sell to

our own people.

God bless you, brethren and sisters.

May His Spirit attend this people
throughout the length and breadth of

the world. I ask it in the name of Jesus
Christ. Amen.

ELDER J. G. KIMBALL.
How the Bible can be understooa—Results of

sacred books—How to popularize the Church
—Friends in the world—Relating to Seven-
ties—Prophetic promise anaiulflllment.

The few moments I occupy I very
much desire to enjoy the Spirit of the
Lord. I realize that the ways of the
Lord are not in harmony altogether
with the ways of men. I have labored
in the ministry long enough to know
that should I be favored to enjoy the
Holy Spirit and speak the things that
the Lord shall give unto me; they will

not be altogether in harmony with peo-
ple who do not enjoy that spirit. I

believe it is proper for us to be conser-
vative and consistent in all that we say
and do; but I confess to you that my
time is too short on this occasion to
prepare your minds for what I may
say, for I have not an entire conception
of just how I am going to come out in
fifteen minutes from now.

I have thought some little lately

about the Bible, which we claim to be
the word of God, "as far as it is trans-
lated correctly." Taking that state-
ment into consideration, there are no
people on the earth that quibble so lit-

tle about the Bible as do the Latter-day
Saints. I am strongly Impressed with
the idea that the Bible cannot be un-
derstood only by the same spirit with
which it was written. If that state-
ment be true, I am impressed with the
idea that the Christian world have not
got very much of it, or else they would
understand it more alike. There are
said to be six hundred or more denom-
inations. X have never exactly found out
how many. I have heard Elders talk
abo'it it, but I never had an exact
statement. And I believe what was ex-

pressed in an editorial in the Deseret

News—we would like to know which
one of them is the Christian church, for

we are in some doubt.

Now, we have the Book of Mormon;
and if there is anything on earth that .

has made trouble for this people it is

that book. It is largely the means of
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costing the lives of the Prophet Joseph

Smith, his brother Hyrum.and hundreds

of others belonging to this Church.

But I am prepared to testify that it

contains the word of God. We have

also the Book of Doctrine and Cove-

nants and the Pearl of Great Price,

which are accepted by this people as

the revelations of God; and they have

made an endless lot of trouble for this

people, because they are the word of

God. There is only "one of a city and

two of a family" that are willing to

accept them; so you need not think I

am going to get discouraged because

they do not believe all I say, and you

need not think I am going to stop talk-

ing, if permission be given me, because

some people do not believe all I say.

Brethren and sisters, I believe I will

tell you how to popularize the "Mor-

mon" Church. If you want to be pop-

ular, I can tell you how to be so. The

"Josephite" church has started out in

about the right line to accomplish their

purpose, by cutting out a number of

truths that Joseph Smith revealed to

the Saints, and In this way they are

trying to popularize themselves. Now,

if you will stop sending out these four-

teen hundred Elders, testifying that

Jesus is the Christ, that Joseph Smith

is a prophet of God, that we have apos-

tles and prophets Inspired of God, that

we enjoy revelation, that the signs fol-

low the believer, that the sick are heal-

ed by the laying on of hands, that we
have divine authority from God, then

you will be popular. Are your prepared

to do it? If you will stop going into

these temples and receiving your eii-

dowments and being married for time

and all eternity, that will help a little.

After awhile, it seems to me, if I have

the right spirit, they will refuse to al.

low us to hold ofHces if we go into these

temples and receive our endowments
from the Lord. And while they have
not rejected us yet, I am rather im-

pressed that they will reject us; for the

Christian world have already done it,

and I do not know but what this nation

will. I do not know but I will be glad

when it comes. If the Lord cannot take

care of His Church and His people and
look after their interests, then we have
been mistaken. I tell you we have

friends and we have men in the world

who have the Spirit of God,

who will rise up and protect this people.

I am not numbered among those who
think that we have no friends, for we
have friends; but, brethren and sisters,

you are not of the world, and therefore

the world hateth you, speaking general-

ly. If you want to be popular, stop do-

ing the things that I have mentioned,

and deny their truth. But if you want
to stay with this Church, be true to

your covenants. The time will come
when you will be—as you are now—

a

light set upon a hill. I tell you, all the

devils in hell cannot destroy this

Church. And the devil never has been
entirely comfortable since that temple

(the Salt Lake Temple) was completed.

I would like to call your attention to

another subject: I happen to have a
little information on paper this morn-
ing, which is rather unusual for me. I

desire to call your attention to some of

the labors of the First Council of the

Seventy. Listening to all these presi-

dents of stakes, you would think that

their stakes were the only stakes in

Zion; and I rather approve of that

style. I believe that you ought to love

that which is your own. I am learning

that slowly. If you have got anything
that is not presentable, for heaven'a

sake do not say anything about it; they

will find it out soon enough. We have
been laboring among these Seventies

for four years—ever since the presiden-

cy of the Church notified us that we
had a number of Seventies on that book
containing the non-tithepayers of the

Church. We received reports from these

Seventies for two years, 1899 and 1900.

Now we have a report here, which is a
good deal like the reports Brother Rey-
nolds was talking about—not entirely

true, because twenty quorums have
failed to send their report in. I feel so

annoyed, I can hardly express myself.

I have been working with the presi-

dents of those quorums for four months
to get their reports. I will say here

that we have some Seventies, amongst
those quorums that are just about as

near dead as they ever will be in

the world. They are walking
around, but they are dead. From top

to bottom they are dead spiritually.

We have 143 quorums. Number not re-
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ported, 20. "We have between 8,000 and

10,000 Seventies; we are not quite clear

as to tlie actual number. There are 14

quorums that have no non-tithepayers.

Kumber of Seventies who do not pay
tithing because of neglect and careless-

ness, 238. Number that do not pay tith-

ing because of sickness and physical

ailments, 28. Number on account of

debt, 12. Some of these men get in debt,

and a few of them have told me that

the Lord is so merciful and their cred-

itors are so hard on them that they will

pay them first. Number on account of

poverty, 77. Number on account of un-
lielief in tithing, 28. Missionaries that

have just returned and are heavily In

debt, and make that as their excuse,

35. There are 7 that are disgruntled^

that is, they do not like their Bishops,

or they have locked horns with the

Presidency of the Stake, or else they

have not been treated right when they
went to pay their tithing. There are 9

that do not like the manner of disburs-

ing the tithing. These make a total of

412. Including the 20 quorums that have
not reported, we perhaps have about
500 non-tithepayers out of 9,000 Seven-
ties.

The First Council of the Seventy have
been looking after the Seventies during
the last year for missionaries. We
took up the matter under the direction

of the First Presidency. We have had
suggested from the different quorums
of the Church 497 missionaries, and we
have been laboring with those men ever
since—that Is, writing letters of inquiry

regarding their moral, their spiritual,

their physical, their financial and their

educational condition; and after send-
ing out these letters, I want to say to

some of the Presidents of Stakes, you
need not be exercised—we did not get
all the 497. There is nothing that has
been done by the First Council, under
the direction of the Presidency, for

years that has done as much good as
our inquiring after these brethren. I

wish we had the time to enquire after

every one of the Seventies, and thos?

that are nearly dead, it would doubt-
less start their blood to circulating, and
teach these Seventies the fact that they

are witnesses of the Lord Jesus Christ

to the nations of the earth, and it is

their privilege to preach the Gospel con-

tinually, and that they ought to be out

of debt and prepared to go. Out of the

497 the number reported to the mission-

ary committee of the Apostles was 163.

The number excused, on account of fin-

ancial and physical condition, 138. Num.
ber who have not answered letters of

inquiry yet, 60; but some of these let-

ters have only just been sent out, and
they will answer them. Number noti-

fied to report to the First Council In

one year, 131. The 131 were in debt,

neaily all of them, and we gave them
a year to get out of debt. They are

now on the anxious bench for a whole
year, and at the end of the year, with
the blessings of the Lord and a desire

on their part to go forth as witnesses,

God will be with them; but if they do
not get free, all they have to do is to

report it, and they will be excused, no
doubt. Number who declined to go, 5.

Out of 497 only 5 declined; and I be-

lieve if we had fully understood their

letters and had started the Presidents
to labor with them, there would not be
found probably more than one out of

the whole number who would decline to

go. I tell you, it is a remarkable thing.

The Christian church cannot show any-
thing like it.

I have not time to talk much about
missionary work. In a few words, I

want to say that I am strongly impress-
ed that we are spending too much mon-
ey in this labor. I learned from the

Deseret News last night—which cor-

roborates largely what I have believed

—that they have seventy missionaries

out of Davis stake, and It cost them
$15,000 a year. If that statement be
true, that every Elder spends at least

$200 a. year on an average, and we have
1,400 Elders out preaching the Gospel
to the nations of the earth, it costs this

people $280,000 every year In cash. All

I have to say, brethren, if you
cannot g'o On missions; you are too rich

to go, or you have too much business,

or you have positions In the Church
that prevent you from going; then, for

heaven's sake, help those who do gOj

The Church must be protected in its

business, in Its wards, its stakes and
its Church schools. I believe in pro-
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tection—if I am among the number pro-
tected; but inasmuch as I am not, I

tell you who are, in the name of Israel's

God, if this Gospel must be preached,
and we must spend $280,000 to preach It,

you men that stay home must help car-
ry the burden, and not have our breth-
ren mortgage their homes and sell out
everything to do this work. There are
not two rich Seventies in the whole
number we have reported to the mis-
sionary committee of the Apostles.
They are all poor men, and some of
their letters would bring tears to your
eyes, when they write to us explaining

the little they have, but they say "I am
ready to go; I know God Almighty will

bless us." I will rob you of a little

time for the purpose of reading you
what the Lord told my father, and I

take it as a testimony to me that there

is nothing that brings a greater bless-

ing than preaching the Gospel to the na-
tions of the earth.

Far West, April 6, 1839.

"A word from the Spirit of the Lord
to my servant, Heber C. Kimball.
"Trouble not thyself about thy fam-

ily; for they are in my hands. I will
feed them, and clothe them, and make
unto them friends. They never shall
want for food, nor raiment, houses nor
lands, fathers nor mothers, brothers
nor sLsters, and peace shall rest upon
them forever, if thou wilt be faithful
and go forth and preach my Gospel to
the nations of the earth."

I stand before you as a living witness
of its truth. I have traveled among
this people for eleven years. I have re-

ceived honors and blessings from
among this people, because of my fa-

ther. I have found fathers and moth-
ers, brothers and sisters. I have found
friends everywhere I have been among
this people. And I attribute the great-
er part of it to the fact that my father
fulfilled that commandment. His chil-

dren have never wanted for bread, and
I tell you, in the name of Israel's God,
they never will. They will be mighty
poor, but they will always have bread.

God bless you. Amen.
The choir sang the anthem:

"Rouse all ye mortals, the dawn is

near."

Benediction by Elder John H. Smith.

OVERFLOW MEETING.

Held in the Assembly Hall, April 5,

2 p. m.

Elder A. O. Woodruff presided. He
was assisted by Elders Rudger Claw-

son and Hyrum M. Smith, also of the

Twelve.
The choir and congregation sang the

hymn beginning:

An angel from on high.
The Ions:, long silence Vr-

Prayer was offered by Elder Rudger
Clawson.
The choir sang:

A holy angel from on high.
The joyful message has made known.

I

ELDER BEN. E. RICH,

President of the Middle States mis-

sion, was the first speaker. He said:

I sincerely trust that the Spirit of

the Lord will be with us this after-

noon, and that it will rest upon those

who may speak as well as those who
listen. If we are here to learn more
concerning our duties to our God, it Is

as necessary for the congregation to

have the Spirit of the Lord as it is for

those who address the congregation. It

is not enough that those who speak to

us shall do so under the influence of

that Spirit, but we should listen and
strive to understand the ripirit prompt-
ing the utterances made.

I rejoice that we have the privilege of

coming together and listening to the

words of counsel and inspiration that

fall from the lips of the authorities of

the Church. W^hile we are here in con-
ference assembled our brothers and
sisters scattered througflout the differ-

ent nations of the earth are assisting

us with their faith and prayers, and
they are praying for their deliverance
from the land of Babylon; they are
prayinsr that the time may come, and
that speedily, 'when they will have the

privilege of coming to Zion to worship
the Lord. I have listened to the pray-
ers of the faithful Saints In far off

Europe and in the missionary fields of

America, and I know that it is not
necessary for the Elders .to preach the
principle of the gathering to those who


