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monious effort through all our labors

for the accomplishment of a common
good. God bless the man that stands

at the head of them all; for I want to

testify to you today that I have great

encouragement in this work from the

interest that is felt by our President,

and the Church Board of Education.

The students feel it also, and his inter-

est in their lives has been so exception-

al and great that they are enthusiastic

when he meets them in their schools

and takes part with them in their ex-

ercises. God bless you all. Amen.

ELDER REED SMOOT.
Importance of cleanliness—Effects of its opposite

—

Other and worse conditions—Manual training
—Future material development.

I am indeed pleased, my brethren and
sisters, for the privilege of addressing

this vast audience this afternoon, for

a few moments. It seems to me that

the spirit of this Conference has been
one of teaching the people concerning

the material interests of life, and I

know of nothing better to speak of, as

such instruction reaches the dally lives

of all the people.

There is a saying that cleanliness is

next to Godliness; I hope I may be the

means, through the Spirit of God, to

bring the attention of our people to

the necessity of cleanliness. If I had
time, I would like to go into the sub-

ject far enough to include cleanliness

oi the mind, cleanliness of the bo'

cleanliness of the surroundings, clean-

liness of city and town. I hope that the

Bishops, and presidents of stakes, when
fhey go home, will see that the atten-

tion of the people over whom they pre-

side is called to this subject. I wish
that every family in Zion understood

the value of cleanliness in the home. I

have often said that a clean home does
not, of necessity, mean a mansion; no
matter how small the home may be,

the father and mother, and particularly

the mother, should be interested in

keeping that home free from all filth.

The father should keep clean the door-
yard, the outhouses, the barns, the side-

walks, and all that pertains to the

home surroundings. The mother shoul 1

see that the inside of the home, though
it consist of but two rooms, is kept
scrupulously clean. I can not stop to

tell you of the thousand benefits that

"would result from so doing; I know the

people would be healthier; children

woiald love their homes more, have

more pride In them, enjoy more the

beauties of nature, and learn more of

the joys of life. I also trust that we
can teach all to be clean in person,

clean in their associations, and pure

in their thoughts.

I remember, when I was a small boy.

President Brigham Young was making
one of his toiurs and arrived at a town
in one of the southern counties. He had
intended to stop there and speak to the

people, but, as he drove along the

streets, entering town, he noticed the

unclean condition of the surroundings.

He drove direct to the Bishop's home,
stopped his team and said to the

Bishop, who stood in front of his resi

dence waiting the arrival of the presi-

dent: "Wliy Bishop, I see the same
old rocks upon the streets; I see the

same old dirty surroundings; I see the

same old gates off their hinges; I see

the same old broken down fences; I

see the same old puddles of mud be-

fore the tithing office and your public

buildings, just as they were when I

was last here; and, inasmuch as I called

attention to these defects when I was
here before, and it has had no effect

upon the people whatever, I do not

think it necessary for me to stop this

time. Good-bye, Bishop. Tell the peo-

ple when they attend to these things

and rectify them, I will stop next time."

I wish, my brethren and sisters, that

we all could realize what it means to

us as a people to keep our surroundings
clean and pure. I assure you it is

woi-thy our consideration and atten-

tion.

I read a synopsis of a speech that

was made here the other day, by .a

reverend gentleman, before the Young
Men's Christian association.

He spoke to a large audience, and call-

ed attention to what he termed the three

reigning sins of this great nation of

ours, viz: gambling, intemperance, and
moral impurity. I am pleased to state

that I can say amen to all that he said

in regard to these subjects. But there
are other things which I believe are
just as much reigning sins as the three
he spoke of. We know that these
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three evils spoken of rob the home of

comfort. They rob the wife of a prob-

able loving and devoted husband. They
rob the children of the necessities of

life. They bring degradation and mis-

ery into the home.s of millions of people.

While I was thinking of these reigning

sins, I thought too of other evils which
are the cause of many men gambling
and drinking, and leading impure lives;

upon one of these evils or causes I

want to say a few words this afternoon.

One of the greatest evils of our day
is that there are so many wilfully

motherless wives. Closely connected
with this is another, the wilful laziness

of men who do not properly provide

for their wives. Psychologists are

studying these questions, and trying

to solve the problem of why there is

so much sin in the world today, so

many men devoid of manliness, so

many vicious scoundrels who have no

other aim in life than to prey upon
mankind. I have thought many times

there certainly is a reason for this;

and at least one reason is, there are so

many children brought into this world
by unwilling mothers, the offspring al-

so, in many cases, of equally unwilling

fathers. Every child born into this

world has a right to a tender and lov-

ing welcome. It has a right, by laws
of nature, to claim this of the father

and mother; but in the world today

—

and I fear it is creeping- Into our midst
—mothers and fathers do not want
many children. They "do not want to

be bothered with them," as it is so often

said. Coming home from the east late-

ly, I was conversing with a man on the
train, and he remarked to me: "Why,
Mr. Smoot, I have one child, and I

would not take a million dollars for it;

but I 'WQ.uld not give five cents for

another." I want to tell the fathers
and mothers of Israel that the iirst

great law God gave to mankind is as
binding today upon the world as it

ever was, I hope and trust that the peo-
ple of this nation, and' of this Church in

particular, will live according to this
law, and not violate it in any manner.
Let us, my brethren and sisters, show
to the world that we love children more
than we do lapdogs. Let us show that
We love our offspring more than any-
thing earthly, so that, the world may

understand that what God reveals 'we

believe and practice. I promise you
that if we live to this law, God will

provide for the men and women who,
willingly and lovingly, bring children

into this world and teach them His
commandments.
Tou have, doubtless, noticed, of late,

that' President Roosevelt has called the

attention of the world to the fact that

"race suicide" is one of the great evils

of the day. I thank God that this na-
tion of ours has a man as its president,

who believes it the duty of all married
people to become parents. I also re-

joice that the wife God gave him is

thankful she is the mother of a num-
ber of children—not ashamed of one of

them. He believes in rearing children,

and in making the home an altar for
our religious devotion. He believes in

bringing children into the world by
willing parents, and making Americans
of them. I believe that this theory is

pleasing in the sight of God. So
I say to my brethren and sisters today,
and I would that I had the po'vv-

er to say to the world, Stop "race sui-
cide." If you don't want a family,
don't get married. I hope that we,
as Latter-day Saints, will learn from
the experiences of the world the evil
effects of "race suicide," and not pass
through the experiences ourselves.

I have indee'd enjoyed the practical
remarks made at this Conference. Ever
since I was twenty-two years of age,
I have said on many o'ccasions that, if

God blessed me with sufHcient means,
I would some day establish a school of
manual training. I have noticed the
lack of this in our schools for many
years. Many, perhaps, have said that
I was a crank on this subject. But, I
have been placed In a position, at the
Provo Woolen Mills, where I have seen
the evils that exist in the lack of manu-
al education for our children, I can
go to Provo today and put up. a notice
for common laboring men at a salary
of a dollar and a half a day and the
next morning, more than likely, there
would be dozens of applications; but
just let me post a notice that we want
a competent finisher, head of a de-
partment, or a dyer, and there would
not be a person in all of the state of
Utah make application, that is quali-



PRESIDENT JOHN R. WINDER. 55

fied for the position. I desire to say
to the people of Utah that we are on
the verge of an opportunity for wonder-
ful growth, and, while we may have re-

verses and hard times at intervals,there

will be an impetus come to this state

that we little dream of at present.

There will be great iron manufactories
In the south, and many great smelting

plants in different parts of the state.

The time will come, and It is not far

distant, when the manufacturing inter-

ests of this state will be the greatest

of her industries. Are we preparing
for this? I take it for granted that
the smelters we have today can get all

the common laborers they want for two
dollars or two dollars and fifty cents

per day; but, if they require a man
who knows the business thoroughly,and
who could take charge of it, I guaran-
tee that they can not find him here, but
will have to look to some eastern city

where people, through necessity, have
learned that, in order to get along in

this world, they must be thoroughly

educated in some particular line or

calling.

Before sitting down, I desire to say

that I feel grateful to my heavenly

Father for His special blessings to me;

and I am also grateful to the people of

this state for their confidence in me.

I know that if we pray to God in ear-

nestness He certainly will sustain us.

The danger of our becoming lukewarm
is not from without—the danger is

ivithin. I hope and trust that God will

strengthen us; that He will make us

honest, upright and honorable members
of His Church; that we will never falter

for a minute, nor ever have a doubt

this this is the Church and Kingdom
of God. God bless us all, I ask it in

the name of Jesus Christ. Amen.

Mrs. Lizzie Thomas Edward and the

choir sang the anthem:

"When Thou Comest to the Judgment."

Benediction by Elder Moroni "W. Mer-

rill.
: :

THIRD DAY.
Monday, April 6, 10 a. m.

The choir and congregation sang:

Hail to the Prophet, ascended to
heaven;

Traitors and tyrants now fight him
in vain;

Mingling with Gods, he can plan for his
brethren;

Death cannot conquer that hero
again.

Prayer was offered by Elder George
Teasdale.

The choir sang the hymn nvhich be-

gins:

Great God, attend while Zion sings
The joy that from Thy presence

springs;
To spend one day with Thee on earth
Exceeds a thousand days of mirth.

f

PRESIDENT JOHN R. "WINDER.
Important recent occurrences—Beneficent characler

of Temple work—Suggestions about Marriage
—Indebtedness should be avoided—Work of
God pressing onwrd to Its destiny,

I am very much gratified this morning
to have another privilege of meeting

with you in conference, and have been
delighted with what I have seen and
heard during the last two days.

I am reminded this morning of an oc-

currence that took place just ten years
ago—the dedication of the Salt Lake
Temple by President Wilford "Woodruff;

and I have reflected a little upon some
of the things that have happened since

that time. Two presidents of the

Church—President Woodruff and Presi-

dent Snow^—have passed away; one
First Counselor—President George Q.

Cannon; one- President of the Twelve
Apostles—President Franklin D. Rich-
ards; and one Apostle. But, my breth-

ren and sisters, they have not lost inter-

est in the work that we are now en-

gaged in. Since the dedication, of the

Salt Lake Temple there have been per-

formed in that house about eight hun-
dred thousand ordinances, or about
eighty thousand per annum. While the

world are ridiculing and scofHng at

what we are doing in the temples, I

wish to say to you all, and you can


