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have attracted the attention of the

world by their labors and success. The

fruits of their labors bear witness that

the source from 'which they have drawn
their inspiration is a good source.

God help us ,to be true to this work,

which has done so much for us. I heard

a brother say not long ago that the

Gospel had done more for him than he

had ever done for the Gospel; and I

think if we will look into our own
hearts every man and woman in Israel

will feel to say: The Gospel has done
everything for me; God help me and my
children after me, from generation to

greneration, to be true to It; for it is the

power of God unto salvation. This is

my testimojiy, in the name of Jesus
Christ. Amen.

The choir and congregation sang the

hymn which begins:

Come, come ye Saints;
No toil nor labor fear.

But, with joy, wend your way.

Benediction by Elder Hyrum M.
Smith.

AT THE TABERNACLE.

Closing session, 2 p. m., April 6.

Singing by the choir and congrega-
tion:

"We thank Thee, O God. for a prophet.
To guide us in these latter days;

We thank Thee for sending the Gospel,
To lighten our minds with its rays.

Prayer by Elder John D. T. McAllis-
ter.

The choir sang the hymn which be-
gins: N

Te simple souls who stray
Far from the path of peace.

That lonely, unfrequented way
To life and happiness.

ELDER MARRINBR "W. MERRILL.
Importance of Mami'^I traininer for the Youth—How

to gain freedom fmm debt.

I am very thankful for the privilege

of attending this conference, and to see

the interest manifested by the Saints

in their presence at the meetings. "We
have certainly had an excellent time, a
grand conference so far; and the policy

of hearing from the presidents of the

stakes and the missions abroad is one
that I believe meets with the hearty

approval of all the Saints. The Saints

in the outlying districts feel that they

are remembered, that they are recog-

nized, and reported by those who have

immediate charge of the various fields

of labor. The results, I am sure, will

be good, and the Saints will be satis-

fied.

The opening remarks of our president

gave us some texts to talk upon, not

only here, but when we go home. I

think they should not be lost sight of

by the brethren from the various parts

of the Church. The subject of training

our sons and daughters in principles of

usefulness deserves our attention.

While some of the brethren were talk-

ing about it, especially Supt. Tanner,

I thought it would be almost impossi-

ble to teach all our boys in technical

schools, if they were established. But

there is opportunity to teach them

trades if they do not have the advan-

tages of a technical school. When they

are taught trades as they are in the old

world they become very thorough

—

more so, I think, than they would in a
,

technical school, unless they followed it

until graduation. To my mind, this is

an important subject, because we have

so many young men and young women
that need to be taught. We find that if

we want to employ a mechanic it is

difficult to get one that has been raised

in our midst. Of course, there are a

few scattered up and down the coun-

try; but it is diflicult to secure skilled

labor from among our own people.

Now, we are just beginning to build up
this country. Look back on Salt Lake
City fifty years, and you will see that

a vast improvement has been made in

that time; but look forward fifty years,

and what will you see? We need arti-

sans. Our boys should learn trades.

The Bishops and presidents of stakes

should take this matter in hand. I

knew a Bishop once who ran across five

young men that came from the old

country. They went to the Bishop to

know what to do, and he told them to

each learn a trade, and he assigned

them different trades. They did not feel

very well satisfied about it; they

thought they could do something else

to more profit, that would bring them
in something at once; but they were
finally persuaded to learn a. trade, and
they stayed with their employers until
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they were skilled workmen. Every one
of them today is in comfortable circum-
stances, having had employment from
that time till now. There is no need of

our boys going oH; to Montana, or out of

the country, to fine employment; for

there is plenty here. Teach our boys
trades, is the thing to do. We must not
forget this when we go home, because
we have many young throughout the

country who need some encouragement
in this regard. It is the word of the

Lord to the people, and we can all read-

ily see the necessity for it.

Another text given was in regard to

not going in debt. Perhaps some of us
are in debt, with our homes mortgaged.
It is a bad thing, but it js done. Now,
do not do it any more. Lift your mort-
gages and obligations the very first op-

portunity, and be free.

I want to bear testimony to another
thing that was said, because I know it

is true from experience, and that is,

that the easiest and shortest way to

get out of debt is to first pay our tith-

ing, promptly and honestly, and then
the promise of the Lord is that the way
shall be opened up, and we will be
able to liquidate our obligations. Be
patient In the matter. Remember
the Lord first, and then turn our
attention to our creditors. Pay
them just as fast as we can;

but do not go in debt any
more. Let our families live within
their income. If you get $3 or $5 a day,

live on considerably less than that. I

knew a young couple that started out
in life, and the man worked for $20 a
month and the wife worked for $2 a
week. They were hired out when they
were married, because they hadn't any-
thing else to do. How much did they
save out of that? I took pains to in-

quire Into the matter and I learned
that they saved $12 a month. When
they quit that work and went to house-
keeping they had considerable means on
hand, with which they bought what
they needed. People think that cannot
be done. Why, I knew that two peo-
ple can live on $10. a month, because I

have watched this thing for many
years. We have high ideas about every-

thing now. The young people must have
everything that their fathers and moth-
ers have. The first thing, they must
have a house, well furnished, before

they can get married. I do not think

that is a good idea. My experience has

taught me otherwise. Get married,

young people. It is the duty of all who
are of marriageable age, to get mar-
ried. And get married in the Temple.

Then work together, put up with cir-

cumstances as they are, and improve
them as fast as you can. But do not go

in debt. Do not go beyond your means
to buy fine furniture. Better live in a
cabin.

These are practical things, which
should be of interest to our people. We
do not want our young men and young
women to float around; we "svant them
to stay with the Saints. We want them
to build up Zion wherever they are lo-

cated. When they are called, then is the

time to go—not before. Do not run up
and down the country to improve your
condition, unless you can go by the

counsel of the Priesthood. Use economy
and live within your means. Teach
the boys trades. Be a wise and a con-

siderate people. Seek for the Spirit of

the Lord to guide us. Seek for the

counsel of the brethren who preside.

There are men appointed of the Lord
throughout the land to counsel and ad-
vise with the people. Go to them for

counsel; advise with them, and you will

go about right. But when we under-
take to go on our own hook, we are

pretty sure to get off wrong.
May the Lord bless and inspire the

Saints to carry out the counsel given.

May we make our lives useful and hon-
orable in the earth. I bear you my tes-

timony that this work is true. It is

from God. I testify that Joseph Smith
was a great Prophet of God, raised up
in our day and time to usher in the

Gospel dispensation. Thousands of peo-

ple have ' had this evidence and testi-

mony, and we know the work is true.

It is not our work; it is not the work
of the Presidency of the Church; it is

God's work, and He has placed these

men to direct the affairs of the work,

and let us give heed to their counseL

God bless you. Amen.

ELDER ALBERT R. SMITH,

(President of San Luis Stake.)

I appreciate very much the instruc-

tions we have received so far during

this Conference, and especially the


