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the world and In the establishment of

righteousness. May He bless you for-

ever. May you be obedient to the truth.

May you do the bidding of the Master.

This is my prayer, in the name of Jesus.

Amen.

V
THE GENERAL AUTHORITIES.

Of the Church were presented by

President Joseph F. Smith, to be voted

upon by the Conference, as follows:

Joseph F. Smith, as Prophet, Seer

and Revelator and President of the

Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day

Saints.

John R. Winder, as First Counselor

in the First Presidency.

Anthon H. Lund, as Second Counselor

in the First Presidency.

Brigham Young, as President of the

Twelve Apostles.

Ap members of the Council of Twelve
ApoFtles: Brigham Young, Francis M.
Lyman, John Henry Smith, George

Teas dale, Heber J. Grant, John W. Tay-
lor, Marriner W. Merrill, Matthias F.

Cowley, Abraham O. Woodruff, Rudger
C'laT\Eon, Reed Smoot and Hyrum M.
SmiUi.

John Smith, as Presiding Patriarch

of the Church.
Th<» Counselors in the First Presiden-

cy and the Twelve Apostles and the

Presiding Patriarch as Prophets, Seers

and Revelators.

First Seven Presidents of Seventies:

Seyijjour B. Young, Christian D. Fjeld-

Ktft'l, Brigham Henry Roberts, George
Rtynolds, Jonathan G. Kimball, Rulon
b. Wells and Joseph W. McMurrin.
William B. Preston, as Presiding

Eisliop. with Robert T. Burton and Or-

rin P. Miller as his first and second
Counselors.

Joseph F. Smith as Trustee-inTrust

for the body of religious worshipers
known as the Church of Jesus Christ

of Latter-day Saints.

As members of the General Church
Board of Education: Joseph F. Smith,

AVillard Young, Anthon H. Lund, James
Sharp, John Nicholson, George H.
Brlmhall, Rudger Clawson, Joseph M.
Tanner, and John R. Winder.
Anthon H. Lund, as Church Histor-

ian and General Church Recorder.

Andrew Jenson, O. F. Whitney, A.

M. Musser and Brigham H. Roberts, as-

sistant historians.

John Nicholson, as clerk of the Con-
ference.

THE TABERNACLE CHOIR.
was also presented, as follows:

Leader and Conductor—Evan Steph-

ens.

Secretary and First Counselor—Rob-
ert T. McEwan.
Treasurer, Librarian and Second

Counselor—George C. Smith.
Organist—John J. McClellan; and all

the members of the choir.

BRIGHAM YOUNG ACADEMY.
In compliance with a requirement of

law, the Board of Trustees of the Brig-
ham Young Academy were presented to

the Conference for approval, as fol-

lows :

Board of Trustees of the Brigham
Young Academy, Provo, Utah—Jos. F,
Smith, president; David John, vice
president; Wilson H. Dusenberry,
Brigham Young, Susa Y. Gates, Reed
Smoot, Stephen L. Chipman, John
Henry Smith, Jesse Knight, Lafayette
Holbrook, Oscar B. Young, Jonathan
S. Page, Jr.

All of the voting was unanimously in
the afHrmatlve.

PRESIDENT JOSEPH F. SMITH.
Satisfactory character of reports—What Is expected

o( the priesthood—aiorlouB destiny of American
Nation - The Church Its strong supporter .—Cha-
racters of those who misrepresent this commun-
ity—Saloons and their Keepers—The honorable
do not assail the people of God-

Brethren and sisters; I have been
delighted, beyond my power to express,
with the spirit of this conference, with
the spirit of those who have spoken
to us, with the subjects that they have
dwelt upon, and with the reports which
they have made to us in general con-
ference assembled. I believe that, in

the policy we have pursued, we are car-
rying out, in a measure at least, the

original design and purpose in the Lord
of holding these annual and semi-an-
nual conferences. The Lord made it

obligatory in former days that con-

ferences shoiuld be held frequently, and
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that representatives from all the vari-

ous branches and org-ajiized bodies of

the Church should be present, wit>i

power and authority to report their

condition and standing and to speak

of any matter that would affect the

welfare and prosperity of the people

they represented. There is another

purpose, I think, subserved in the

policy that we have pursued, which I

consider a worthy one, and .that is

this: We want the people to under-

stand, and we would like the world to

understand, the great fact that it is

not the prominent leaders of the Church
of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints

that wield all the influence among the

people of this Church. We want it

understood that we have fewer la,y

members in this Church, in proportion

to the number of our membership, than
you will find in any other church upon
the globe. Nearly every man in the

Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-daj'

Saints holds the Melchisedek or the

Aaronic Priesthooid, and may act in an
official capacity by authority of that

priesthood whenever called upon to do

so. They are priests and kings, if you
please, unto God in righteousness. Out
of this vast body of priests we call and
CTdain or set apart our Presidents of

Stakes, our counselors, our High
Councilors, our Bishops and their coun-
selors, our Seventies, our High Priests,

and our Elders, upon whom rests the

responsibility of proclaiming the Gos-
pel of eternal truth to all the world, and
upon whom also rests the great and
glorious responsibility of maintaining

the dignity, the honor and the sacred-

ness of that calling and Priesthood. So
that nearly every male person in the

Church, who has reached the years of

accountability, is supposed to be, in his

sphere, a pillar in Zion, a defender of

the faith, an exemplar, a man of righte-

ous ness, truth and soberness, a man of

virtue and of honor, a good citizen of

the state in which he lives, and a
staunch and loyal citizen of the great

country that we are proud to call our

home.
This great American nation the Al-

mighty raised up by the power of His
omnipotent hand,that it might be possi-

ble in the latter days for the kingdom
of God to be established in the earth.

If the Lord had not prepared the way
by laying the foundations of this

glorious nation, it would have been im-

possible (under the stringent laws and

bigotry of the monarchical govern-

ments of the 'world) to have laid the

foundations for the coming of His great

kingdom. The Lord has done this. His

hand has been over this nation, and it

is His purpose and design to enlarge it,

make it glorious above all others, and to

give it dominion and power over the

earth, to the end that those who are

kept in bondage and serfdom may be

brought to the enjoyment of the fullest

freedom and liberty of conscience possi-

ble for intelligent men to exercise in the

earth. The Church of Jesus Christ of

Latter-day Saints will be a strong sup-

porter of the nation of which we are a

part, in the accomplishment of this

grand purpose. There are no more loyal

people to their country on God's earth

today than are the Latter-day Saints

to this country. There are no better,

purer or more honorable citizens of the

United States to be found than are

found within the pale of the Church of

Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints. I

testify to this, and I know whereof I

speak. We never have been enemies

to our nation. We have always been
true to it. Though we have been
persecuted, we have said. We will

put our trust in thee. We have been
driven and maligned, not by the nation,

but by insidious, wicked, unprincipled,

hypocritical, lying, deceitful goats in

sheep's clothing, vfbo are jealous and
constantly raising a hue and cry against
the covenant people of God. Our gov-
ernment would have befriended us, pro-

tected us, preserved our rights and lib-

erties, and would have defended us in

the enjoyment of our possessions, if it

had not been for these infernal hounds
who are enemies to morality and to

the truth. If there is anything despic-

able, if there be anything that can nev-

er, no, never, enter into the kingdom of

God, it is a wilfull liar; and if we have
not been lied about, maligned and mis-
represented of late, then I do not know
what lying is. Well, let the falsifiers go
on and lie. Some people are evidently

doomed to lie. President Woodruff used

to say there were some people in his

day who were born to lie, and they were
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true to their missions. There are some
of these born liars still with us and
still true to their mission. They cannot,
it would seem, tell the truth; they often
do not when it would be for their best
good. So let them go on and lie as much
as they desire. But let us do right, keep
the laws of God and the laws of man,
honor our membership in the kingdom
of God, our citizenship in the State of
Utah and our broader citizenship in the
nation of which we are a part, and then
God will sustain and preserve us, ana
we will continue to grow as we have
done from the beginning, only our fu-
ture growth will be accelerated and be
far greater than it has been in the past.
These slanders and falsehoods that are
circulated abroad with the view of
bringing the ire of the nation upon us
will by and by be swept away, and be-
cause of these misrepresentations the
truth will be brought out clearer and
plainer to the world. Thus the word of
the Lord will be verified, that they can-
not do anything against but for the
kingdom of God. This is the Lord's
work; it it not man's; and He will
make it triumphant. He is spreading
it abroad, and giving it deep root in the
earth, that its branches may grow and
spread, and its fruit be seen through-
out the length and breadth of the land.
By their fruits ye shall know them.

Men do not gather grapes of thorns, nor
figs ,of thistles; neither does a bitter
fountain send forth sweet water. We,
as a people, deplore as much as any-
body can the existence of evil amongst
us. But when our brethren get up
here and talk as some have done, "We
have saloons; we have all the 'modern
improvements' "—WE have them—

I

wish they would take the pains to dis-
tinguish as to who "we" is. If they
mean that the Latter-day Saints have
saloons, then they are mistaken. It is

not the Latter-day Saints that sustain
saloons. If they are fostered and sus-
tained in the midst of Latter-day Saint
communities, they are sustained by men
that are either in bad standing or have
no standing at all in the Church. The
most of them are sustained by men who
do not belong to the Church. I will
venture to say that over here in Eme-
ry county, where we hear of saloons
and "modern improvements," that there

is not a saloon run by a Latter-day
Saint. But, says one, hold on, Brother
Smith, there is one, I believe. There
was one, out of the many, that used to

be run by a man who claimed to be a
member of the Church; I don't know
that it is now. I give it out to you, my
brethren and sisters, that no man who
is a Latter-day Saint, in full faith and
fellowship in the Church,will ever keep

a saloon anywhere. Therefore, if there

is a man claiming to be a "Mormon"
running a saloon anywhere, the best

thing you can do is to cut him off the

Church, and then you will know where
he' is and who he is. He is not a
Latter-day Saint, at all events. Now,
when you say WE have this, and WE
have that, I hope you will draw the

distinction between Latter-day Saints

and latter-day devils.

I am not sorry I have made
thesei remarks, because it will

give some of our "friends" a
chance to say something, and there is

nothing like having a little of the spice

of life. I rejoice in the Gospel. I re-

joice in the missiOTi of the divine

Savior, the Son of God. I know it is

the power of God unto salvation. I

rejoice In the name and in the mission

of the Prophet Joseph Smith; for I

know his missiom is divine. I rejoice in

the gathering of Israel in the tops of

these mountains in the latter days, be-

cause I see in it the hand of the Al-

mighty, and not the hand of Brigham
Young, nor of any mortal man. No
man of himself could ever accomplish
that which we see before us. The Lord
is behind it, at the bottom and at the

top of it, and in and through it, and
He will consummate His purpose. The
world cannot prevent it either, because
it is for good, not for evil. If it were
net for good I would pity some of these

poor devils that we have amongst us.

But we will be patient, longsuffering,

and forbearing. We will say. Let God
judge between us and our enemies, an-3

award them according to their deeds.

We will not harm them. On the con-

trary, we will protect them. Though
they seek to defile us and ridicule our

religion, though they lie about us and
say all manner of evil against us false-

ly, we will not hurt them. We will "

them good, if they will let us. We
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will protect them, as we would protect

good men in their rights. We
will do all we con to protect

the rights of mankind, and noth-

ing to break down the liberties of

men. This is our mission, and I pray
God to help us to be true to our mission,

as these poor creatures who lie about
us are true to theirs. ,

Now, when I speak as I have done
about the lying riff-raff that infests

cur land, I do not wish it understood
for a moment that I refer to honorable
men. We have honorable men amongst
us, and in this nation. God bless and
sustain all honorable men. "We will

sustain, not only the rights and liber-

ties of the honorable, but we will also

defend and help to maintain to the ut-

termost the liberties and rights of dis-

honorable men. We have honorable
men amongst us, and they are ever in

the favor of the people of God.

The choir sang:
I

Do what is right; the day dawn is

breaking,
Hailing a future of freedom and light;
Angels above us are silent notes tak-

ing
Of every action; do what is right.

at

Benediction was pronounced by Pre-
siding Patriarch John Smith.

Conference adjourned for six months.


