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the same thoughtful attention is not

now given to this class of people that

was extended to them in former day^:

and that too frequently they pass into

the society of persons who embitter

their minds against the truth, causing

them to regret their alliance with the

Latter-day Saints. I hope you will

think of these things, my brothers and
my sisters, and that, so far as possible.

all things will be done upon your part

that shall tend to guide these new-
comers along the pathway of truth and
righteousness. People gather some-
times on their own responsibility, and
drop into neighborhoods without realiz-

ing the character of their surroundings.

Our thoughtlessness, perchance, per-

mits them to pass beyond the pale of

our communion into the hands of oth-

ers who impress them with the thought

that what they have come to receive

is not here, and that they have been
misled.

My brothers ;*nd my sisters, the Gos-

pel of the Lord Jesus is indeed the

power of God unto salvation. Every one
of us should obey its requirements. The
souls of our fellowmen should be most
sacred to us; and, so far as lies within
our power, we should put them in the

way of the accomplishment of a life

work that shall be creditable to them-
selves and prove a blessing to us. The
Gospel is true. May heaven enable us
to obey its commandments, live in har-

mony with its principles; fulfill the

duties and responsibilities that rest Up-
on us, being true to our obligations!

guarding the rights and liberties of our-

selves and of our fellowmen that the
well-being of all our Father's chil-

dren shall be, indeed, sacred to us; and
that we shall not faij in the accom-
plishment of the proclamation of His
word, the establishment of His work,

the betterment of the condition of His
children; that when we shall march
forward to our reward, He may say to

us, "Thou hast performed thy part in

Judgment and mercy, and hast blessed

those with whom thou hast mingled,

and iniured none." May heaven's bless-

ings abound with you; and may the

truth extend and spread until righteous-

ness shall prevail among the children

of men, and the Gospel of the Lord
Jesus ameliorate the condition of the
human family, causing them to glorify
the name of the Savior of the world,
and His truth as it has been revealed
in the day and age in which we live, Is

my prayer, in the name of Jesus Christ.

Amen.
The choir sang the anthem, "Unfold,

Ye Portals Everlasting."
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My dear brothers and sister, I trust
that the Lord may inspire the words I

shall speak to you. I feel deeply inter-
ested in the work in which we are en-
gaged, and in the general welfare of

this people. I know that the Lord Is

accomplishing a great and a marvelous
work through His servants and hand-
maidens, who have been obedient to

the principles of life and salvation as
revealed, in these latter days, through
the instrumentality of the Prophet Jo-
seph Smith. It is .indeed, pleasing to

hear of the growth of the stakes of
Zion, and the splendid prospects there
are before us at home. This is an era
of opportunity for the Latter-day
Saints. There never was a time I can
remember when there were so many ex-
cellent opportunities before this people
for the development of their resources,

for home building, for the cultivation of
the soil, for the establishment of in-

dustries, and for employment. Today
men who want work can And it. The
establishment of various industries has
opened new avenues for the employ-
ment of both young and old, and there

need be no unemployed among us. If

we can only keep busy, and retain the

Spirit of the Lord, we will be able to

maintain our standing as the people

of God.
While most of the reports have been

very pleasing, it is lamentable to hear
of the indebtedness existing among
the Latter-day Saints, as reported by
some of the brethren. How many have
mortgages upon their homes today, not-

withstanding we have been always
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counseled not to go in debt? True,

there may be conditions when men, in

order to save their honor, are com-

pelled to incur debt; but such cases are

rare. We have been counseled all the

time in regard to this, and also in re-

gard to other things we have not been

entirely obedient to. The result is,

many of our Elders, when called to go

into mission fields, and labor to spread

the Gospel among those) who sit in dark-

ness, have to excuse themselves, for

the reason they are under an obligation

of debt, and are therefore unable to re-

spond to the call. This, indeed, is an

unfortunate condition of affairs. We
ought to be obedient to the counsels of

the servants of God. "We should be

willing and prepared to go wherever and

whenever we are sent, and perform

whatever labor we are called to engage

in. No matter how apparently insig-

nificant the labor may be, if we are

where the Lord wants us, we ought to

be satisfied. In listening to Brother

Grant, it occurred to me, that his report

would at least be encouraging to some

of our mission presidents, who probably

feel they are not accomplishing as

much in spreading the work as they

would like to do, and who receive no

encouragement but that which they

get from the Lord. Here is Brother

Grant, one of the best preachers we
have in the Church, and eleven other

missionaries who have been fifteen

months in Japan and have baptized on-

ly three souls, yet, no doubt, they have
labored with as great diligence as any
missionaries could do. Our mission is

not to go out for the sole purpose of

seeing how many we can baptize. Our
mission is to convert people, and we
want to be sure they are converted be-

fore they are led into the waters of

baptism. We do not want people to

accept the Gospel and afterwards turn

from it. Better that they had never

received it. We should be satisfied they

are thoroughly converted to the prin-

ciples which God has revealed through
the Prophet Joseph Smith before they
are baptized. While, perhaps, conver-

sions in the world have not been num-
erous during the past year, yet the

labors of the Elders have been assidu-

ous and untiring; they have been de-

termined that people should understand

the Gospel before being encouraged to

accept the ordinances of baptism, and
the laying on of hands for the reception

of the Holy Ghost. Some of our pessi-

mistic friends entertain the idea that

the work of the Lord is not advancing

much, but that idea is not correct; there

never was a tim|e when such excellent

reports were received from the various

auxiliary organizations as are being de-

livered today. I am sure there never

was anything like it in the history of

Mutual Improvement and Sunday
school work. It is encouraging to

know that the young men and women
born in the Church, and those who are

being brought into thle Church today,

have such a good understanding of the

Gospel that they rarely apostatize, or

place themselves in a condition that

makes it necessary to excommunicate
them. Of course, here and there we
hear of apostasy, or transgression; and
yet I know wards in this Church, that

have been organized fifteen or twenty
years, where there has never been a
case of immorality on the part of the

members. We must bear in mind we
are a large body of people, and, of

course, we hear occasionally of cases of

transgression; but I maintain that such
things are becoming less and less fre-

quent among us. I believe that, as *.

rule, the young men and young women
feared in this Church will not permit

it to be truthfully said of them that

they have disregarded the faith of their

fathers and mothers, and gone astray.

When children go astray, and exhibit no
faith in the Gospel, I believe that, In

nine cases out of ten, they are from
families wherein the parents have never
taken the pains to gather their children

around them, and teach them the word
of God, morning and evening; where
they have never taught them to pray,

or where, in their children's presence,

they have spoken evil against the

Priesthood of the Son of God. They
may not have wanted their children to

become apostate, and yet they have, per-
haps unconsciously, sown the seeds of
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apostasy in their hearts by speaking

evil of those whom it was their duty to

sustain and uphold.

To make good Latter-day Saints, we
must respect our ward teachers, and
teach our children to do the samte. We
must respect our ward and stake offi-

cers, not ignore them and yet profess

great devotion to. the president of the

Church, or to the Twelve Apostles and

other men in high standing. The man
who in his heart is loyal to the presi-

dent of the Church is the man who
honors his Deacon, his Teacher, his

Bishop, and his stake officers; he does

not jump over their heads, on the

slightest excuse, and go to the president

of the Church with little questions and
troubles that ought to be settled at

home. I know there are among the

Latter-day Saints men who, if Presi-

dent Smith should ask them to do any-

thing, would get up and do it in a hur-

ry; but if their Bishop or their ward
teacher asked them to do anything they
would think it too insignificant. I

think they are insignificant, for

the reason they have not learned to

honor the order of the Priesthood of the

Son of Cod. They have not learned to

respect the men whom the Lord de-

sires them to sustain. If I were choos-

ing a body of men who could be depend-
ed upon to always do the right thing

in this kingdom, I would choose men
who honor the Deacons, Teachers, and
Bishops, who uphold the lesser as well

as the higher Priesthood; and who are

good, reliable men in their respective

wards, not men who work only on dress

parade. Almost any one will do
that, but it is not every one who
will get down and dig, who
will work in the wards, and labor dili-

gently for the upbuilding of the king-

dom of God when probably they are

seen only by the Lord. If I were pre-

siding ovjer a mission, I would think

very little of an Elder who would work
only when I was with him, or who, if

he were not told just what to do, would
sit down at mission headquarters and
do nothing.

It is in these little affairs of life that

we show our love for the work of God.

If we really love the work, there is

nothing, no matter how small it may
be, that we will not be glad to do for

the upbuilding of the kingdom, whether

it be seen of men or not. God sees and
knows our labors, and he will reward ua

sooner or later, according to the

deeds done in the flesh. There-

fore, I pray that we may give more
attention to the details of life. Let us
take time to instruct our children in

the principles of the Gospel, that they
may grow up with faith in the Lord;

and do not shift this responsibility on
to the Sabbath school or the Mutual
Improvement Association. Let us in-

still into the hearts of those in our
own homes the spirit of the Gospel, and'

through the consistency of our lives,,

and the help of our Heavenly Father,,

inspire others with faith in the work
God has called us to represent. The
Latter-day Saints are as a light set up-
on a hill, which cannot be hid. Peo-
ple watch our actions and note our
lives. What a beautiful thing it would
be if we were all living according to

the laws of the Gospel, as we ought to

do! How many more people would have
their hearts touched by tne truth if we
were living it in our homes, as we are

taught to do. The trouble is, my
brethren and sisters, we do not take
seriously some of the principles of the

Gospel that have been revealed. From
their actions, many Latter-day Saints

evidently think that wnen the Lord
gave the Word of Wisdom He was not
in earnest, that He did not mean what
He said; for they have gone right along
drinking tea and coffee, and smoking,
as if not a word had been said. They
have been telling their children all the

time that these things are not good
for them, and yet they themselves have
been indulging in them continuously.

What will such parents say if their

children turn away from the truth, and
point to them as the cause of it? What
if a son or daughter- shall say, "The
reason I have no faith in this latter-

day work is because my father and
mother were inconsistent in their lives,

they taught me to do what they would
not do themselves? Will parents seek

to destroy faith in the hearts of their-
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children in this way? Those who do,

the sins of the children will be upon
their heads, just as sure as the Lord

lives.

God bless you, my brothers and sis-

ters. May He give us the spirit of

this work. May we understand that the

time has come when we must be Saints

in the home as well as in public posi-

tion; that we must honor the Priest-

hood of the Son of God in the ward, as

well as in the stake and in the Church.

If we would be blessed, we must take

the counsel that has been given here

in regard to being free, temporally and
spiritually—free from sin and free from
debt. May God put it into our hearts

to receive this counsel as it comes to

us from time to time, and give us cour-

age and strength to carry it out. I ask
it in the name of Jesus. Amen.
The choir and congregation sang the

hymn which begins:

Praise to the man who communed with
Jehovah;

Jesus anointed that "Prophet and
Seer"

—

Blessed to open the last dispensation;
Kings shall extol him and nations re-

vere.

Benediction by Presiding Patriarch

John Smith.

OVERFLOW MEETING.

An overflow meeting was held in the

Assembly hall, at 2 o'clock p. m., Elder

Matthias F. Cowley, of the Council of

the Twelve, presiding. The Temple
choir sang, "Ere long the veil will rend
in twain." Prayer by Elder Samuel
Woolley. Sisters Owen and Clayton

sang the duet, "In Thy Temple." Chor-

us by the choir.

ELDER JOSEPH W. M'MURRIN.

It is very gratifying, my brethren and
sisters, to see the hosts of Latter-day

Saints who have assembled upon this

the opening day of conference, to wor-

ship the Lord. I have rejoiced, in com-
mon with you ; in the excellent spirit

that was present in the meeting this

morning, and greatly enjoyed the in-

structions that were imparted by the

President, and by Apostle Grant. I

sincerely hope that we may be blessed

in this meeting with the same spirit,

that our hearts may be made glad in

the things of God, and that we may
feel it is a blessed privilege we enjoy

to be numbered among the Saints in

this last dispensation.

I cannot help but feel that there is,

in this great assemblage, a remarkable
evidence of the glorious fact that as a

people, as a church, we are in existence

by the appointment of our great Father

and God; that our organization has not

been produced by the wisdom of men,
but has come from above. We are as-

sembled in this house, which has been

erected for worshiping purposes, and
in the Tabernacle there is a vast con-

course of people, but these two build-

ings are not sufficient, and there is an
open air meeting on the grounds of this

block, that those who are out-

side of these buildings may also have
the opportunity of hearing the servants

of the Lord. "When we think of the

small beginning of the Church of Jesus

Christ of Latter-day Saints, and then

view the host of people assembled upon
this block today, we ought to feel that

the words of the Lord, through the

Prophet Joseph Smith, are verily com-
ing to pass. We heard Elder Grant this

morning refer to the fact that it had
been predicted by the Prophet that

there was to come a time when the Lat-

ter-day Saints would no longer find an
abiding place in the state of Illinois,

or any other state in the east, but that

ii was their destiny, and the decree of

our Father in heaven, that they should

go to the Rocky mountains; and that

the time was to come when they would
be a great and mighty commonwealth.
We truly witness the fulfillment of this

prophecy in the conditions that prevail

today in this state, and in the sur-

rounding country; and yet we only wit-

ness a fulfillment in part. It is easy
to see that it is the destiny of this peo-

ple to spread out, and become much
greater than they are at the present

time.

In some of the travels that I have
made of late I have been impressed
with the fulfillment of this prediction.


