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children in this way? Those who do,

the sins of the children will be upon
their heads, just as sure as the Lord

lives.

God bless you, my brothers and sis-

ters. May He give us the spirit of

this work. May we understand that the

time has come when we must be Saints

in the home as well as in public posi-

tion; that we must honor the Priest-

hood of the Son of God in the ward, as

well as in the stake and in the Church.

If we would be blessed, we must take

the counsel that has been given here

in regard to being free, temporally and
spiritually—free from sin and free from
debt. May God put it into our hearts

to receive this counsel as it comes to

us from time to time, and give us cour-

age and strength to carry it out. I ask
it in the name of Jesus. Amen.
The choir and congregation sang the

hymn which begins:

Praise to the man who communed with
Jehovah;

Jesus anointed that "Prophet and
Seer"

—

Blessed to open the last dispensation;
Kings shall extol him and nations re-

vere.

Benediction by Presiding Patriarch

John Smith.

OVERFLOW MEETING.

An overflow meeting was held in the

Assembly hall, at 2 o'clock p. m., Elder

Matthias F. Cowley, of the Council of

the Twelve, presiding. The Temple
choir sang, "Ere long the veil will rend
in twain." Prayer by Elder Samuel
Woolley. Sisters Owen and Clayton

sang the duet, "In Thy Temple." Chor-

us by the choir.

ELDER JOSEPH W. M'MURRIN.

It is very gratifying, my brethren and
sisters, to see the hosts of Latter-day

Saints who have assembled upon this

the opening day of conference, to wor-

ship the Lord. I have rejoiced, in com-
mon with you ; in the excellent spirit

that was present in the meeting this

morning, and greatly enjoyed the in-

structions that were imparted by the

President, and by Apostle Grant. I

sincerely hope that we may be blessed

in this meeting with the same spirit,

that our hearts may be made glad in

the things of God, and that we may
feel it is a blessed privilege we enjoy

to be numbered among the Saints in

this last dispensation.

I cannot help but feel that there is,

in this great assemblage, a remarkable
evidence of the glorious fact that as a

people, as a church, we are in existence

by the appointment of our great Father

and God; that our organization has not

been produced by the wisdom of men,
but has come from above. We are as-

sembled in this house, which has been

erected for worshiping purposes, and
in the Tabernacle there is a vast con-

course of people, but these two build-

ings are not sufficient, and there is an
open air meeting on the grounds of this

block, that those who are out-

side of these buildings may also have
the opportunity of hearing the servants

of the Lord. "When we think of the

small beginning of the Church of Jesus

Christ of Latter-day Saints, and then

view the host of people assembled upon
this block today, we ought to feel that

the words of the Lord, through the

Prophet Joseph Smith, are verily com-
ing to pass. We heard Elder Grant this

morning refer to the fact that it had
been predicted by the Prophet that

there was to come a time when the Lat-

ter-day Saints would no longer find an
abiding place in the state of Illinois,

or any other state in the east, but that

ii was their destiny, and the decree of

our Father in heaven, that they should

go to the Rocky mountains; and that

the time was to come when they would
be a great and mighty commonwealth.
We truly witness the fulfillment of this

prophecy in the conditions that prevail

today in this state, and in the sur-

rounding country; and yet we only wit-

ness a fulfillment in part. It is easy
to see that it is the destiny of this peo-

ple to spread out, and become much
greater than they are at the present

time.

In some of the travels that I have
made of late I have been impressed
with the fulfillment of this prediction.
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It has fallen to my lot to visit the

stakes that are established in Arizona,

and the stake in Mexico, and also the

stakes in Canada—or the stake there

formerly that has been divided recent-

ly—and to visit the people who have

been established in the Big Horn ba-

sin, in Wyoming. In making these

journeys I have been greatly impressed

with the feeling that the words of the

Prophet of the Lord are having a re-

markable fulfillment. I am confident

that, in the future of this work, they

will be completely fulfilled. We are

not yet the mighty people we are to

become in the midst of these mountains.

It is the decree of our Father in heaven,

it was His decree ages ago, before the

Prophet Joseph had an existence upon

the earth. It was the theme of the

ancient prophets when they thought
about Zion and the latter times; when
they were filled with the inspiration of

the Almighty. At those times they
wrote and spoke of the latter days, and
they were 'filled with the inspiration of

the Lord in talking of Mount Zion, in

describing its barrenness; and in saying

it was the destiny of the people of the

Lord in the latter times to subdue the

wilderness, and to make the barren
places blossom and become beautiful.

This has been our mission, as a people,

to subdue barren land, to go out into

new sections of country and open up
locations for habitation, that the in-

creasing multitudes might have
place on which to dwell. While
we hear from time to time,

from the leaders of the people,

that it is not profitable, nor in har-

mony with the spirit and genius of the

work in which we are engaged, for

members of the Church to be running
hither and thither in search of new
places for homes, it has always been,

and I suppose it always will be, neces-

sary for locations to be selected, un-
der the appointment of the Priesthood,

that room may be made for the Israel

of God. It gladdens my heart, and fills

me with joy, when I witness the condi-

tion of the people, and the growth and
expansion that is and has been taking

place. While there are many thousands

of people assembled here, we are but a

small multitude compared with the

hosts assembled in the various wards

of Zion in religious worship today. We
are but as a drop in the bucket when
compared with the tens and hundreds of

thousands who know that God has

spoken, that the words of the prophets

are beginning to come to pass, and that

Zion is being established in the tops of

the mountains, in fulfillment of those

prophecies.

"We are not only fulfilling the predic-

tions of the prophets in relation to our

location, but there is abundant evi-

dence in the doctrines that are advo-

cated, that were revealed through the

Prophet Joseph Smith, to establish the

fact that we have not been organized

by the wisdom of men, and we are

very thankful for it. It has not been

in the power of man, in any age of the

world, to give the children of men
an organization such as we have today.

There is nothing like it recorded in

history from the beginning of time

down to the present day. There can

never be anything like it, unless it be

revealed from God; it is above and be-

yond the wisdom and power of men.

In visiting the California mission re-

cently, I was greatly impressed with

the feeling that we should rejoice in

the doctrines of the everlasting Gospel,

and in the evidences that exist in the

revelations that have been given

through the Prophet Joseph Smith
proving his divine inspiration. I desire

to read a few words that were written

by the Prophet Joseph:

"Every spirit of man was innocent in
the beginning, and God having redeem-
ed man from the fall, men became
again in their infant state, innocent
before God."

I thought of these words when I met
with the Latter-day Saints in the city

of Los Angeles. A few months ago a
great gathering of ministers of the

Presbyterian church, after discussing

this doctrine for a long time, having
believed and taught that infants who
had not been baptized, or who had not

been christened, were damned, decided

that this doctrine should no longer be

a part of their faith. How was it, I
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would like to ask, that Joseph Smith,

without any theological education, so

far as the education given by men is

concerned, could write these glorious

words, "Every spirit of man was in-

nocent in the beginning, and God hav-

ing redeemed man from the fall, men
became again in their infant state, in-

nocent before God?" Who can consist-

ently disbelieve this glorious doctrine

announced by Joseph Smith? Every

child, it matters not of what parentage,

whether white or black, bond or free,

Christian or pagan, through the atone-

mtnt wrought by the Redeemer of men,

is made innocent before our Father

in heaven. This doctrine was announc-

ed in another revelation, from which I

desire to read:

"But, behold, I say unto you, that lit-

tle children are redeemed from before
the foundation of the world, through
mine Only Begotten; wherefore, they
cannot sin, for power is not given unto
Satan to tempt little children until they
begin to become accountable before
me."

This revelation was given in 1S30, at

the commencement of the wonderful

work in which we are engaged. Inas-

much as men of wisdom and education,

from a worldly point of view, have

been discussing this doctrine for many
years, we might well ask the question,

how was it that Joseph Smith received

this knowledge so much in advance of

his time? For it is a long time since

Joseph Smith announced, in the name
of the Redeemer, this truth that has

recently been adopted by one of the

greatest religious roganizations extant

among men, and that is now believed

by millions of others.

It is too much to believe that Joseph
Smith discovered this by his own wis-

dom, that he studied it out himself.

But it is very reasonable for us to

assume that it was revealed to him by
ouf Father in heaven, and accept
its truth without any argument.
He made the startling announce-
ment—for it was startling in the day
in which it was given—that all children

are saved, through the atonement of

our blessed Redeemer. There is a
breadth, there is a depth, there is a

glory to that doctrine that stamps it as=

coming from a divine source. This same
doctrine is stated, in positive language,

in the Book of Mormon, in the writings

of the Prophet Moroni, who lived on

this continent many years ago. It ha&
always been understood, and always
been a doctrine of the Church, when-
ever there has been an inspired Priest-

hood among men. God never created

His children to damn them, without
giving them an opportunity to hear and
understand His precious word.

Well, I say when I think of these

things—and they are only one or two
of the truths revealed to the prophet, it

is burned upon my soul that Joseph
Smith was called of God; that he was
a prophet of God; that he did not es-

tablish an organization according to the

ideas of men; that he did not introduce

as doctrines the ideas of men; that he
gave to the peoples of the earth princi-

ples of eternal truth, as they were re-

vealed to him by our Heavenly Father.

I do not feel that it would be proper
for me to trespass longer upon the time.

I rejoice in this glorious work. I thank
God with all my soul, and I have never
found words to express my gratitude,

that my parents, in the long ago, away
off in Scotland, in the great city of

Glasgow, heard and believed the ever-

lasting Gospel. O, I thank God their

hearts were touched. I thank the Lord
they were converted, and that they were
drawn into the fold of the good Mas-
ter, and that because of their faith, and
their firmness, and their love of truth,
they came to Zion, and I was born in

these mountains of Israel and was
reared in the midst of the Latter-day
Saints. In traveling through the cities

of the old world, especially in my fa-

ther's native land, and witnessing some
of the things that are to be seen there,

and in thinking of what might have
been, I felt as though I could fall down
and worship my father and mother for

my birth here, for their coming out of

the world, and believing the truth of

God, as revealed through the Prophet
Joseph Smith. I am not a believer in

Joseph Smith because of my birth. I

know by investigation, I know through
prayer, and I know through revelation
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from the Almighty, that the doctrines

given through Joseph Smith are the

doctrines of the everlasting Gospel, the

power of God unto salvation. It is the

truth; it cannot he destroyed; it cannot

be overturned; it cannot be stopped in

its advancement, in penetrating the

hearts of men, in gathering the honest

from the nations of the earth. It can-

not be stayed. God has so decreed it,

and God has always fulfilled His de-

crees, and will continue to do so.

God help us to believe the truth and
to sustain it. and to maintain and up-

hold the authority that God has given

us, that we may be blessed, is my
prayer, through Jesus Christ. Amen.

ELDER EDWARD J. WOOD,

(President of Alberta Stake.)

I am very pleased, my brethren and
sisters, to meet with so many of the

Latter-day Saints. It is also a pleasure

that we are favored with such a beau-

tiful day, and that so many of the Lat-

ter-day Saints have come together to

worship.

I feel honored in being requested to

represent the Alberta Stake, in the far

north. The people there are as good as

can be found in any of the Stakes of

Zion I have visited. I regard it as a

privilege to live with the Latter-day

Saints and to be associated with them. I

will state, for the benefit of those who
are not acquainted with our people in

the north, that we are in a prosperous

condition; that the stake is building up
and increasing in numbers. Our people

are prospering financially; and improv-
ing spiritually. The wards are becom-
ing numerous; and consequently our
stake has been divided recently. We
very much appreciated the presence of

the First Presidency, and a number of

the Twelve Apostles, at our last quar-

terly conference, which was held in

September at which time the Alberta

Stake was divided, and a new Stake,

known as the Taylor Stake, created. I

am grateful to be associated with you
in this conference, and to be a par-
taker of the good things and the good
Spirit that is felt by all of us. I have
always been proud of bearing the name

of Latter-day Saint. It is gratifying to

know that the Church of Jesus Christ

of Latter-day Saints stands for ad-
vancement continually, that it teaches

all of us to become better men and Wo-
men, better boys and girls, better from
the cradle to the grave.

In listening to the remarks of Broth-
er McMurrin, the object of our being
here on earth, and the glorious privi-

leges we have of being members of the
Church of Christ, came to my mind
forcibly. I see those present who have
gathered from many nations of the
earth, and who have a desire to learn

what will be best for them to do in

order that they may please their Hea-
venly Father. It is sometimes a great
sacrifice for our brethren and sisters to

come from their homes in the different

nations. I have been on a foreign mis-

sion and know something about the
difficulties they have to pass through;
and I esteem a man or woman who ex-
tends the hand of kindness to them
when they emigrate to this country.

I have been reading, while sitting

here, a beautiful hymn on prayer, a
subject which should receive considera-
tion from all of us:

"Prayer is the soul's sincere desire,
Uttered or unexpressed;

The motion of a hidden fire

That trembles in the breast."

How beautiful it is to come together
and engage in prayer. In listening to

the appropriate prayer this morning by
Brother Penrose, I thought what a de-
sirable thing it is to know how to ex-

press ourselves in prayer. Our children

should be taught at home to pray, and
in the different organizations for the
training of youth. How gratifying it

would be if all children knew how to

pray, and properly understood what to

ask for.

"Prayer is the burden of a sigh,
The falling of a tear,

The upward glancing of an eye,
When none but God is near."

We should accustom ourselves to pr-ay

in secret, and thus have communion
with our Heavenly Father; and exercise

faith that our prayers may be ans-
wered. In my experience, I have never


