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the institutions that the Lord has es-

tablished in the work of God, and God
Himself will sustain you by His power
in time and in all eternity. Amen.

ELDER RUDGER CLAWSON.

The sin of idleness—Arduous duties of ihe Firs
Presidency, the Tweive, Seven Presidents or
Seventies, Presiding Bishopric and other quo-
ums of the Priesthood.

Brethren and. sisters, I trust that I

shall be able to make you hear. I

have rejoiced exceedingly in the spirit

and teachings of this conference. We
have had a rich outpouring of the Holy
Spirit, and we are indeed a blessed

people.

While sitting here, the thought oc-

curred to me that the system and or-

der of the Priesthood in this Church
is so perfect, there is no need for any
of us to waste time; and it would be a

shame for a man in this Church, hold-

ing any portion of the holy Priesthood,

to say he had nothing to do. It is

a mistaken idea for any man to enter-

tain, for there is plenty to do. I re-

member, reading in one of the revela-

tions, a passage that bears upon this

point. You will find it in Section 107

of the Book of Doctrine and Covenants,

and these are the closing words of the

revelation:

"Wherefore now let every man learn
his duty, and to act in the office in
which he is appointed, in all diligence.
"He that is slothful shall not be

counted worthy to stand, and he that
learns not his duty and shows himself
not approved, shall not be counted wor-
thy to stand."

In another revelation—Section 68

—

these words occur:

"And the inhabitants of Zion, also,
shall remember their labors, inasmuch
as they are appointed to labor, in all

faithfulness; for the idler shall be had
in remembrance before the Lord."

Again, in Section 75:

"Let every man be diligent in all

things. And the idler shall not have
place in the Church, except he repents
and mends his ways."

From these passages, we can see that

idleness is a positive sin, and that those

who indulge in this spirit, to the neg-

lect of their- duties, shall be found un-
worthy of fellowship in the Church.
Brethren and sisters, if I can have

the freedom of the Spirit, I would like

to make a brief report concerning some
of the general authorities of the

Church. I think the Saints are justi-

fied in looking to the general authori-

ties for an example. If the head is sick,

the body will also be sick; but if the

head is wideawake, the body will be
full of light. This is true of the

Church in all ages of the world.

First, I would like to say a word
about the First Presidency of the

Church. We have them with us today.

They are in good health and form. We
have heard their voices. I think I can
truthfully say there are no three men
in the Church who are busier, more in-

dustrious or whose time is more occu-
pied, than the Presidency. There is a
great weight of responsibility resting

upon them. They are called to stand
at the head of the Church, and direct

matters pertaining to fifty-one stakes

of Zion and fourteen missions. These
brethren have to consider matters of

moment that are submitted to them
from the stakes of Zion. Many writ-

ten communications of great import-
ance are received by them, which re-

quire the most thoughtful considera-

tion. They are in session almost daily,

giving their attention to these matters.

In addition to the very large correspon-

dence which they have to answer, many
of the officers of the stakes come in

person and seek interviews with the
Presidency of the Church. They must
be seen; it is their right to be seen;

they come for counsel on matters of

moment and interest to the Latter-day

Saints. Furthermore, many strangers

call at the president's office, anxious to

meet the president and his counselors,

and to shake hands with them. The
reputation of this people has gone

abroad to the world, and many emi-

nent people, in passing through, stop in

Zion, being anxious to see those who
preside over this peculiar people. And
let me say to you, brethren and sisters,

the stranger within our gates who de-

sires an interview is never denied. The
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Presidency are very happy to see them,

talk with them, and bear testimony to

them. In addition to these arduous and

strenuous labors, the President

of the Church presides over

some very important auxiliary

organizations. He is the head of the

great Sunday school organization in

the Church. We had some evidence of

its magnitude last night, when this

Tabernacle was crowded, every seat

occupied and people standing up, all

interested in the Sunday scnools. He
is also general superintendent uf the

Young Men's Mutual Improvement As-

sociations, which embrace about 28,000

young men of Israel—a whole army;

and they acknowledge him as their spe-

cial leader, counselor and director. He
is also editor of the "Improvement

Era"* and the "Juvenile Instructor." In

addition to all this, the President has

been called—and very fittingly—to

stand at the head of some5 of the great

temporal institutions of Zion. Does it

not seem right to you that he has been

called to represent the great co-oper-

ative movement that was instituted by
President Brigham Young, and that

has accomplished so much good for

Zion? I refer now to Z. C. M. I. We
all know about this institution, and

what it has done for the people. To
use a common expression, it has "set

the pace" in business. It has a won-
derful influence in the business affairs

of this and other states, in adjusting

prices, and conducting business in a

right and proper manner. If you do
not always trade there, brethren and
sisters, you want to remember this:

when you go to other places and get

low prices, Z. C. M. I. has helped to

establish those prices, by its powerful
influence. The President has also been
called to stand at the head of two or

three sugar factories, which are great

and prosperous industries, benefitting

the people of Zion. Therefore, he is not
only our spiritual leader, but also our
temporal leader in some important di-

rections. In our Church the spiritual

and temporal, it may be said, go hand
in hand, the dividing line cannot be
drawn. In addition to all these duties,

which I have but briefly mentioned, the

Presidency of the Church often go in-

to the different Stakes of Zion to visit

among the people. I cannot under-
stand how they get the time to do it.

First, you hear of the Presidency be-
ing down in Arizona, or in Mexico;
and next you hear of them in Canada,
or in the Big Horn country, or in Ore-
gon. So far as I understant, they are
very happy indeed to go and mingle
with the Latter-day Saints, and lift

their voices in counsel or warning. I

have sometimes wondered if the Pre-
sidency realize, to the fullest extent,

the amount of good accomplished
through their visits to the Stakes of

Zion. The Apostles who follow them
understand it. I reiterate my former
statement, that there are no three men
in all Israel who are busier and more
active than the Presidency of the

Church. I rejoice in the truth of this

testimony.

Now we come to consider the le.bors

of the quorum of the Twelve Apostles.
Let me speak briefly in. relation to the
quorum, which stands next to the Pres-
idency. The quorum of the Twelve
Apostles meets regularly once a week
with the Presidency. They meet as a
quorum every quarter, for three days.
To the members of the quorum, these
meetings are of the very highest im-
portance. The brethren come together
in order to pray, bear testimony and
take into consideration such matters
as may be brought before them. Wher-
ever duty calls, the Twelve must go.

They are willing and anxious to visit

the Saints in Stake conferences, or to go
into the world. They hold themselves
in readiness to respond at a moment's
notice to the calls of the Presidency of

the Church. When they return from
such visits, they must render an ac-

count of their stewardship. The labors

of each week mwst be reported to the
Presidency. In this way the Presiden-
cy of the Church are made familiar

with conditions in Zion. Let me say,

there is not a stake in all Zion
that escapes notice. There is not a
president of a Stake nor a counselor
and, in a general way, I may say,

there is not a Bishop but who
comes under the notice of the
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Presidency of the Church, through these

reports. We want the brethren in the

various stakes to understand that their

labors are appreciated, and that their

faithfulness is known. And when things

are all right, oh how grand and beauti-

ful it is! How pleased the Twelve are

to report favorable conditions in the

stakes of Zion! When anything is

wrong, when there is a lack of faith-

fulness upon the part of any holding

the Priesthood in the stakes of Zion, it

is known; and known only to be cor-

rected. We would like the people to un-

derstand that the Priesthood is mind-
ful of them. We know your faithful-

ness; and where there is indifference,

we are aware of it. Although existing

evils may not be corrected at once, let

me say to you that generally they are

known and discussed in the councils of

the Holy Priesthood. The Twelve es-

teem it as binding upon them, when in

the city, to be present at their meet-
ings. They regard it as one of their

highest duties; they feel they must be

there, unless perchance there is sick-

ness or death in the family, or they

are sent elsewhere by the Presidency.

That is how they feel in relation to

their quorum meetings. That is how
we want the brethren of the Priesthood

throughout the Church to feel, in rela-

tion to their respective quorum meet-
ings. We rejoice in our labors. I testi-

fy that there is a spirit of oneness, and
of love, in the quorum of the Twelve,

and existing also between them and the

Presidency of the Church, such as you
will hardly find among any other men
upon earth. A love for one another
that almost exceeds the love of a man
for his wife. It is the love of the

Priesthood—the love of God.

Next to the Twelve Apostles are the

First Seven Presidents of the Seventies.

Oh, what a heavy weight of responsi-

bility rests upon these seven men! They
are called to preside over 143 quorums
of Seventy—ten thousand men! Suppose
they were lined up in the Tabernacle
yard in one body, what an army of the

Lord it would be! These seven presi-

dents are called to look after the inter-

ests of this great body of Seventies,

to counsel, to direct, to warn them

against the spirit of neglect and indif-

ference, or commend them for their

good works. Have they any time fop
idleness? Have they any time to

waste? No. indeed! These men meet
together regularly once a week, that

they may counsel concerning the affairs

of the quorums of Seventy, which are
scattered throughout the Church, from
Canada in the north to MexicfO in the
south. Then, they gre constantly vis-

iting the quorums, organizing and re-

organizing. They have some serious
difficulties to meet in this work, be-
cause, when, in some instances, they
get a right good man to fill an office

and do the work, he is called to an-
other position in the Church, and then
they must select some other man in

the quorum to meet the requirements.
It needs constant watchfulness upon
their part to keep the members active

in their quorum duties. In addition to

this, the seven presidents of Seventies
labor under the direction of the Twelve
Apostles, and hold themselves in con-

stant readiness to respond to every call.

They are always on hand; we know
where to find them. They go with the
Twelve into the stakes of Zion, or
wherever duty calls, in a spirit of

cheerfulness and willingness. These
brethren are faithful to their duty.

Then, we have the Presiding Bishop-
ric of the Church. They are called to

a great and heavy responsibility. Three
men who look after the temporal inter-

ests of Zion and supervise the tithmg
donated by the people. The principle of

tithing is an important one. One of the
speakers said today, if the members in

some of the other Christian denomina-
tions pay tithing, who will take care
of it? Where is the prophet to direct

how the tithing shall be used and han-
dled for the Lord? It belongs to the

Lord, and not to the people; it must go
into the storehouse of the Lord, and
where is the servant of God authorized

to direct its proper use? Here are

the Bishopric called to this sa-

cred duty, under the Presidency
of the Church, and who are held

to strict accountability for their

stewardship. As the 600, and more,

Bishops of the Church must report to
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them, so they must report to the Presi-

dency of the Church. It is a heavy duty

that rests upon these brethren, and

they are in session—I was going to say

day and night; but every day they con-

sult together, and many important

questions come up before them. They

have many things to look after, which

necessitates their going into the differ-

ent stakes and correcting errors that

may arise. I bear testimony that never

in the history of the Church, so far as I

know, has the tithing of the people

been so carefully looked after and ac-

counted for, cent fo.r cent, as it is to-

day. The Latter-day Saints need have

no anxiety upon this point. The tithing

is taken care of scrupulously, under the

direction of the First Presidency, and

this according to the revelation and

commandment. It entails great anxiety

and labor upon these three men, and

they cannot escape it, in fact, they

cheerfully sustain the responsibility.

Through the blessing of the Lord, they

successfully perform this duty. If it

were not for His blessing, they could

not bear up under the pressure.

Some people have said to me, "Oh,

what a lovely time you Apostles have!

You are traveling here and there, and

enjoy yourselves and have a delightful

time." Yes, yes, a very delightful

time. (?) If the Apostles have the spirit

of their calling resting upon them, it

is delightful, it is happiness and joy to

them; but if the spirit of the Apostle-

ship did not rest upon them, it would

be a very strenuous duty. The Apostles

are away from their families about

two-thirds of the time, and are seldom

at home on the Sabbath day. Others

can go to the house of worship with

wives and children, and have the chil-

dren under their supervision; it is not

so with the Apostles, they are usually

absent in the stakes of Zion. With
them it is a constant change—change

of diet, change of lodging, change of

surroundings; which would make it a

very disagreeable vnd strenuous life

to lead, were it not for the sustaining

power of the spirit of their calling. So

it is with the Seven Presidents of

Seventies; and so, I apprehend, it is

with the Bishopric. Doubtless the pre-

siding Bishopric have a great deal of

joy and satisfaction in their labors,

because the spirit and power of the

Bishopric is upon Uiem; but if they

were without that spirit, their posi-

tion would be very undesirable. And so

it is with all the Bishops, and all the

presiding authorities.

In conclusion, I wish to say that the

presidents of stakes are desired to meet
legularly every week, to counsel, and
devise plans for the benefit of those over

whom they preside. "We expect them
to hold these weekly meetings without
fail, and to give attention to the pur-
poses of them. We also desire the

Bishops of wards and their counselors

to meet regularly once a week, with
the same faithfulness as is shown by
the presiding authorities. No Bishopric
should let a week pass without coming
together, to enquire into the condi-

tions that prevail in the ward, and to

correct any evils that may exist. These
meetings also bring them into greater

harmony, and they become better ac-

quainted with one another. It is neces-

sary that the Bishop and his counselors
should understand each other thorough-
ly, that they may labor unitedly for

the benefit and blessing of their people.

So with the High Council; and so with
the presidency of quorums. We want
the leaders to be alive and wideawake,
and faithful to duty in all things.

May God bless you and all Israel;

and, above all things, may He bless

the priesthood, is my prayer in the

name of Jesus. Amen.

ELDER REED SMOOT.
^

Relating to colonization- Re11glou9 education com-
mended—A plea for righteousness—Training of
children—Importance of scholastic education.

I am very thankful, my brothers and
sisters, for the privilege I have had of

listening to the remarks that have been
made during this conference. I have
enjoyed the testimonies that have been
borne, and the Spirit of God that has

been present. I am thankful for the

prayers that have been offered. Each
prayer in itself has been a sermon. I

am thankful for the statements of prin-

ciples that have been given during this

conference, and that I am in harmony


