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one ward, which is lacking a Bishop's

counselor. The people are trying to

live their religion. Our High Councilors

are good men, our home missionaries

are active, and the people, as a rule, are

feeling as well in the principles of the

Gospel as I have known them to be for

many years. In fact, I think we are

trying to keep pace with Zion. In look-

ing abroad in other stakes of Zion,

where I occasionally am called on busi-

ness or otherwise, and making inquiries

in relation to existing conditions, I

have come to the conclusion that the

Latter-day Saints are about equal in

point of religious devotion. There may
be instances where they are more mixed
up with an outside element than we
are in the Wayne stake, and this, of

course, must be taken into considera-

tion. We have been fortunate in this

regard, and we have only one saloon

in our stake, and that has such a lone-

some appearance that I am inclined to

think it will soon die a natural death.

We teach the people not to sustain it,

and let it go its own way—and I was
going to say, then we pray for its early

demise.

We have many opportunties there

that are yet undeveloped. We have a
well watered county, and the people

are engaged in taking out canals and
making reservoirs, and we hope in the

near future that we may be able to

present at the State Fair some of our
products which, we feel, are equal in

merit to many that are on exhibition

at the fair.

I feel well in this work. I am pleas-

ed to say that the presidency of the

stake stand as they did when it was
organized, and I trust so long as I

may be permitted to remain in that

presidency this condition of affairs may
continue. There has never yet been a
time when we have had to say that

the majority rules in the presidency.

We have reached unanimous conclusion
on every occasion before taking action

upon anything. We are in harmony
with our High Council, and with the
various wards and organizations.

I can testify to you of the truthful-

ness of this great work. If our friends

in the world should come here and see

the devotion that is manifested by
this people, they would be forced to

the conclusion that there is something

more in "Mormonism" than they have
given it credit for. I ask the blessings

of the Lord upon our efforts to serve

Him and keep His commandments, that

we may be in harmony with one an-

other and with our Father in heaven;

that what we hear during this confer-

ence may not fall idly upon our ears,

but that we may take it to our homes
and put it into practise, so that when
we come to another conference we may
be able to say that good has resulted

from our teachings, and thus keep pace
with the onward progress of this great

work. That the Lord may grant these

blessings, I ask in the name of Jesus
Christ. Amen.
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I pray that the words which I may
speak may be guided by the inspiration

of the Spirit of the Lord, that they

may follow appropriately that which
has already been spoken, and be of ben-

efit to the Latter-day Saints who have
gathered here. I have rejoiced greatly

in the conference, and I have been very

glad in my heart to be permitted to

meet with you in these great memorial
meetings, which have been held, by
commandment of the Lord, annually

and semi-annually since the Church
was established in the year 1830. I feel

in my heart to praise the Lord for the

advancement and progress that has
been made by His people; that His
hand has been and is over His Saints;

that He is leading them, and that they

are not being led by men. We are often

inclined to speak of the brethren whom
the Lord has placed at the head of His

Church, as the leaders of the Church;

but they themselves rejoice that they

have not the full responsibility of lead-

ing this people,but that the Lord himself

is leading us, and that He is inspiring

those whom He has chosen to stand

at our head on the earth.

I have been impressed by the many
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testimonies that have been borne by the

brethren who have spokten, and the

great stress that has been laid upon the

fact that the Gospel has been restored

in this day; that Joseph Smith was

raised up of God and was indeed an in-

spired prophet, and that he was the in-

strument in the hands of the Lord to

establish the Church which has con-

vened this great conference. The hand

of man has not been in it, only so far

as that hand has been guided by the

inspiration of God Almighty.

We have also listened to some com-

parisons made between the true Church

and the other churches of the world,

and some very sharp contrasts have
been defined. We have been given to

understand that some of the princi-

ples of the Gospel of Christ revealed in

this dispensation are finding their way
into the systems of men. What do

we see in this? So far as I am con-

erned, I do not see that those who are

incorporating the principles of Christ

in their systems are doing it with the

view of getting nearer to the Church of

God, because they already believe that

they have the Church of Christ. They
have believed it for many years. I see

in this the fulfillment of the prophe-
cies of God made in times gone
by, and repeated to the Prophet Joseph
Smith by the angel Moroni and other
angelic ministers who came to him dur-
ing his boyhood. I see in it the begin-
ning of the fulfillment of the prophecy
of the Prophet Joel, through whom the

Lord said:

"And it shall come to pass afterward,
that I will pour out my spirit upon all
flesh; and your sons and your daugh-
ters shall prophesy, your old men shall
dream dreams, your young men shall
see visions;
"And also upon the servants and upon

the handmaids in those days will I
pour out my spirit."

I do not believe that these principles

are being incorporated into the systems
of the world because the man-appoint-
ed leaders of the systems have particu-
larly desired it. I am of the opinion
that they have had to yield to the pub-
lic sentiment that is growing in the
breasts of mankind, demanding that

these truths be adopted. And this is

the Spirit of God working among the

children of men; and it will continue to

work among them. This prophecy will

be fulfilled, and mankind shall desire

to know the truth. Many of them will

seek it, and they will go to their lead-

ers and enquire of them concerning

the restoration of the Gospel arid the

principles of the Gospel of Christ as now
promulgated in the world by the Elders

of this Church. If satisfaction cannot

be given them, then the sentiment will

become so strong and so universal that

the leaders of the systems of men will

have to yield to the demands of the

people as they shall be influenced by
this unseen power, which is nothing

more nor less than the Spirit of God
being poured out in measure upon the

children of men.
It is no source of rejoicing to the

Latter-day Saints that so many
millions are ignorant of the truth.

It is no great reason for boast-

ing on our part, that changes
are being made in the systems of men,
and that revealed principles are being
adopted by them. While it may show
forth their vulnerable parts, and give
an opening against which the atheist

may direct his shafts of sarca=m, yet
the Latter-day Saints will not raise

their voices in derision concerning
them. Rather will we rejoice that man-
kind will receive principles of truth,

incorporate them in their systems, and
live them in their lives. The Gospel
has been restored in our day for the

benefit of the world, and we deplore
the fact that the world to such a great
extent are without a knowledge of it.

And I am not inclined to believe that

they are in this condition of ignorance
because they prefer it. The Book of

Mormon does not lead one to that con-

clusion. Read the great vision that

was given to the Prophet Nephi, after

it had been shown to his father Lehi.

Lehi had related the vision to his sons,

and Nephi had been filled with a de-

sire to see it himself. The Lord grant-
ed him his desire, according to his

faith; and a vision of the world, from
the beginning to the end of it, was
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shown unto Nephi, and he was permit-

ted to write much of it. This was six

hundred years before the time of

Christ. In the vision, Nephi beheld

the Virgin Mary, and he saw an infant

in her arms, who was the Redeemer
of the world. He saw the ministry of

the Savior; saw Him heal the sick,

perform mighty miracles, and declare

righteousness and redemption to the

world; saw Him lifted upon the cross

by evil men, and suffer ignominy and
death. He saw the labors and ministry

of the Twelve Apostles of the Lamb of

God, and afterwards saw the people

rise up against them, persecute them,

put thm to death, and almost exter-

minate the Saints of God. Nephi saw
all this, and wrote of it. Further-

more, he tells us, in the 13th chapter

of I Nephi :

"And it came to pass that I saw
among the nations of the Gentiles the
foundation of a great church.
"And the angel said unto me, Behold

the foundation of a church, which is

most abominable above all other
churches, which slayeth the Saints of
God, yea, and tortureth them, and
bindeth them down, and yoketh them
with a yoke of iron, and bringeth them
down into captivity.

* * *

"And after they (the Jewish scrip-
tures) go forth by the hand of the
twelve apostles of the Lamb from the
Jews unto the Gentiles, thou seest the
foundation of a great and abominable
church, which is most abominable
above all other churches; for behold,
they have taken away from the Gospel
of the Lamb, many parts which are
plain and most precious; and also
many covenants of the Lord have they
taken away.
"And all this have they done, that

they might pervert the right ways of
the Lord that they might blind the eyes
and harden the hearts of the children
of men. «
"Wherefore, thou seest that after the

book hath gone forth tnrough the
hands of the great and abominable
church, that there are many plain and
precious things taken away from the
book, which is the book of the Lamb
of God.
And after these plain and precious

things were taken away, it goeth forth
unto all the nations of the Gentiles; and
after it goeth forth unto all the nations
of the Gentiles, yea, even across the
many waters which thou hast seen
with the Gentiles which have gone
forth out of captivity; thou seest be-

cause of the many plain and precious
things which have been taken out of
the book, which were plain unto the
understanding of the children of men,
according to the plainness which is in
the Lamb of God; because of these
things which are taken away out of
the Gospel of the Lamb, an exceeding:
great many do stumble, yea, insomuch
that Satan hath great power over
them."

From this you may gatner some idea

as to why the world is in ignorance of

the Gospel.

Nephi saw that when the seed of his

father had dwindled in unbelief and
most of them had been destroyed be-

cause of their wickedness, people came
to this land out of captivity,where they
might be secure in the worship of God.
The blessings of the Lord, he says,
were with them, and in due time, when
the mother nation came to make war
upon them and were arrayed in battle

against them, God was with them.
They had left the nations of the Gen-
tiles and had come to this land of
promise, where they might worship
God according to the dictates of their

own consciences, and the Lord preserv-
ed them from their enemies. He saw
these pople going forth among the seed
of his brethren (who are now as we
know, the Lamanites), taking with
them the Bible, the book which had
proceeded from the mouth of the Jews,
and from which had been taken, by
the great and abominable church, many
great and glorious principles of the
Gospel of Christ, and he beheld that
many people did stumble because of
the most plain and precious parts of
the Gospel which had been taken from
the book. But he goes on to say that
the Lord would give unto the people
who dwelt upon this continent the
Gospel in its purity.

"For behold, saith the Lamb, I will
manifest myself unto thy seed, that
they shall write many things which I
shall minister unto them, which shall
be plain and precious; and after thy
seed shall be destroyed, and dwindle in
unbelief, and also the seed of thy
brethren; behold, these things shall be
hid up, to come forth unto the Gen-
tiles, by the gift and power of the
Lamb

;

"And in them shall be written my
gospel, saith the Lamb."
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Brethren and sisters, we see the ful-

fillment of this great prophecy in the

coming forth of the Book of Mormon.
That is the book which Nephi saw come
forth unto the Gentiles, containing

those plain and precious principles

which had been taken from the other

book, by reason of which mankind were

in doubt and without a knowledge of

the pure Gospel. Therefore, I say I

do not believe the people are in this

condition of unbelief, indifference and
contention because they prefer to be in

that condition, but because for centur-

ies they have been led by men who
had not themselves a knowledge of the

truth. Their eyes have been blinded to

the truth, while they have been led to

believe that what they received was the

truth. By reading this glorious revela-

tion that has come forth in our day,

in the Book of Mormon, we shall find

these great principles of truth revealed

anew. Furthermore, the Lord pro-

nounced a woe upon those who will

stand up and declare, "We have a Bible,

and we want no more Bible." He has

denounced such; for who is the Lord
that He cannot give more to His chil-

dren? He has made other promises in

addition to this. He has declared that

there are many other records still to

come forth, containing His word to men
who have lived upon this earth, and

they will come forth in due time to

corroborate the words of the Bible and
the Book of Mormon, and to establish

the fact that all the children of the

world are the sons and daughters of

God; that He is mindful of them all,

and that to all of them will He reveal

His word. He spoke thus to the Ne-
phites:

"For behold, I shall speak unto the
Jews, and they shall write it; and I

shall speak unto the Nephites, and
they shall write it; and I shall also

speak unto the other tribes of the
house of Israel, which I have led away,
and they shall write it; and I shall also

speak unto all nations of the earth, and
they shall write it."

These records shall come forth, my
brethren and sisters, and it ill becomes

any man to stand up and attempt to

limit God in the exercise of His di-

vine right to speak when and to whom
He pleases. "We have an evidence of

the truth of this in connection with the
Book of Mormon itself. A portion of

the plates from which the Book of Mor-
mon was translated was sealed, and
has not yet been translated, but under
the promise of God shall be made
known to the people. When these
things shall come forth, they will fur-

nish additional and incontrovertible

proof that the Book of Mormon is in-

deed from God. And why should it

not be? Have you read the book? Does
it not contain revelations and visions

similar to the Bible? Does it not con-
tain the same glorious Gospel, and the

same mighty exhortations to men to

serve God and to turn from their evil

ways? Yes. And furthermore, it is a

book that has never been contaminated
or tampered with by man; and none
of the words writen in that book have
ever been changed by any man or

church. They are the pure words of

God, as they were given through the

inspiration of the Spirit to the proph-

ets who wrote them anciently. Thank
and praise God, that in His mercy He
has revealed these things to the earth

in these days, in fulfillment of proph-

ecy, and that the truth is spreading

abroad, and this spirit is being poured

out upon the world. Because of the

teaching of these additional precious

principles of the truth, which have been

lost for centuries, the world is enquir-

ing after the truth, and the denomina-
tions are being compelled, little by lit-

tle, to yield to this demand and senti-

ment of the people through the work-

ings of the Spirit. That is the way I

view it. May the Spirit of God con-

tinue to be poured out upon the people,

that they may desire the truth,

aim to do right, strive to know God,

and never rest satisfied until they re-

ceive the pure Gospel of Christ and en-

joy its privileges and blessings, even

to the extent that it shall come to them

in power, in majesty, and with much
assurance, leaving no room whatever

for doubt. In this way has the Gos-

pel come to you. So is it being car-

ried to the nations of the world. So is it
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being accepted by thousands. And so

shall this great and mighty power
which has been revealed in our day

—

the Holy Ghost—come to man, and the

authority of Almighty God be spread
abroad, until all mankind shall be re-

deemed from their sins, when it shall

be a pleasure for men to adopt the

truth in their religions.

You Latter-day Saints ought to praise

God; but in your thankfulness for the
greater blessings which you enjoy, you
ought not to denounce others because
they have not so much good as you
have. No; our whole souls should be
filled with pity because of their con-

dition, and we should sympathize with
them be'cause of their ignorance and
blindness because they are being led

by blind guides. We should go forth

among them with tbe sole desire in

our hearts to manifest unto them that

which God has revealed unto us, and
carry to them that which has made us

free and happy, and which has made us
in very deed the Church and people

of God. That should be the feeling of

the Latter-day Saints. I feel so at thi j

present time, my brothers and sisters.

Sometimes I feel otherwise, because the

spirit of humanity and the weakness
of the flesh overcome me and cause me
to do and say things which are not

in accord with the Gospel of Jesus
Christ. May the Lord forgive it, and
help me to become so strong that I may
overcome it, so that I may see in all

men the children of God, and that I

may understand that it is the desire of

our Father in heaven that all shall

be saved in His kingdom. May I feel

a great pleasure and joy in doing my
part, and a greater pleasure and joy in

seeing all the Latter-day Saints doing
their part towards carrying this grand
Gospel to all the nations of the earth,

that they may hear and, if it please

God, yield obedience to the truth. May
the Lord bless the Latter-day Saints.

May He bless the people of the world.
May His Spirit be poured out in more
abundance than it has heretofore been.

May the people of the world seek after

truth to a greater extent than they
have already done. May they desire to

serve God. May the spirit of good, and

not of evil, of love, and not of hatred,

of philanthropy, and not of envy, be
poured out upon the people, to the con-
summation of all the righteous
purposes of the Lord, and may we live

long to see the accomplishment of much
of it, is my prayer in the name of Jesus.

Amen.
Elder Thomas Ashworth sang a sa-

cred song, of which Sister Mary Kelly

is the author. The music is the com-
position of Brother Joseph J. Daynes.
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My brethren and sisters, I desire to

bear you my testimony that during this

conference there has been a rich out-

pouring of the Spirit of God upon His
servants; my heart has been made
glad, and I have rejoiced in the truths

we have received. I do not bear this

testimony to you because I think it is

necessary to confirm the words that

have been spoken, nor in the hope of

adding emphasis to what has been said,

nor to convince you that you have lis-

tened to the truth. The Spirit of the

Lord, I am confident, has borne record

to your souls already as it has to mine,
that what we have heard in this con-

ference is true, is precious, and is the

word of the Lord unto the people. I

merely bear you my testimony that you
may know that in my heart also the

Spirit has given witness of the good
things we have received from God, and
that I am one with you in the enjoy-
ment of these blessings.

I am now called upon to address you
for a short time, and I desire to be
under the same influence that my
brethren have enjoyed while speaking.
Yet when I come to view my own life,

I confess that it is with some degree of

fear and trembling that I ask God in

my heart for this blessing; for the rea-

son that I cannot feel altogether that
I merit it, but am under the necessity

of trusting in the mercy and grace of

God. Such is the weakness of human
nature that I presume—at least I speak


