
84 GENERAL CONFERENCE.

PRESIDENT JOSEPH F. SMITH.

Latter-day Saints a free people.

We will now present before the con-

ference the names of the general au-

thorities of the Church.with the earnest

desire that all the members of the

Church present, who by reason of their

good standing before the Lord are en-

titled to the privilege, will express their

will according to the God-given agency

that every man in the world enjoys.and

which is not lessened, but rather in-

creased, in all those who have made
covenant with God by sacrifice and
through obedience to the principles of

the Gospel. The freedom of the Latter-

day Saints has never been curtailed or

lessened one whit by their becoming
members of the Church of Christ.

Rather has it been enlarged. There

are no freer people upon the face of

the earth today than the Latter-day

Saints. They are bound to the Church
by no ties or strings, but their own
conviction of the truth. And whenever
a man makes up his mind that he has

had enough of what is called "Mormon-
ism," all he has to do is to make it

known and we will sever the bond that

unites him with the body, and let him
go his own way, only bearing toward
him the feeling of sympathy and of true

brotherly kindness, and wishing him
still the mercies of God. We will cry,

Father, have mercy upon him, because

he knows not what he is doing. For
when a man denies the truth, when he

departs from the right way, when he

rejects the right of God to counsel in

the affairs of men, he is either ig-

norant or wilfully wicked, and it only

excites our pity for him. As the Sa-

vior cried upon the cross, so will we
cry in the same spirit, Father, forgive

him; have mercy upon him; for he
knows not what he does. Therefore,

we expect only those to vote at this

time who are members of the Church in

good standing; but all such we do ex-

pect to vote, according to their own
free will, whether it be yea or nay.

However, we wish it distinctly under-
stood that no questions upon these mat-

ters will be discussed in this confer-

ence; for this is not the place to dis-

cuss questions of difference or of feel-

ing that we may possess one towards
another. Still we can manifest our
approval or our disapproval by the up-
lifted hand; and if there are any dis-

approvals, we will have them heard and
adjusted later on, but not here.

THE GENERAL AUTHORITIES

of the Church were presented by Presi-

dent Joseph F. Smith to be voted upon
by the conference, as follows:

Joseph F. Smith as Propnet, Seer and
Revelator, and President of the Church
of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints.

John R. Winder, as first counselor in

the First Presidency.

Anthon H. Lund as second counselor

in the First Presidency.

As President of the Council of the

Twelve Apostles, Francis M. Lyman.
As members of the Council of Twelve

Apostles, Francis M. Lyman, John
Henry Smith, George Teasdale, Heber
J. Grant, John W. Taylor, Marriner W.
Merrill Matthias F. Cowley, Abraham
O. Woodruff, Rudger Ciawson, Reed
Smoot, Hyrum M. Smith, and George
A. Smith.
John Smith, as Presiding Patriarch

of the Church.
The counselors in the First Presi-

dency and the Twelve Apostles and the

Presiding Patriarch as Prophets, Seers

and Revelators.

First Seven Presidents of Seventies

—

Seymour B. Young, Christian D. Fjeld-

sted, Brigham H. Roberts, George Rey-
nolds, Jonathan G. Kimball, Rulon S.

Wells and Joseph W. McMurrin.
William B. Preston, as Presiding

Bishop, with Robert T. Burton and Or-

rin P. Miller as his first and second

counselors.

Joseph F. Smith, as trustee-in-trust

for the body of religious worshipers
known as the Church of Jesus Christ

of Latter-day Saints.

As members of the General Church
Board of Education, Joseph F. Smith,

Willard Young, Anthon H. Lund,
James Sharp, John Nicholson, George
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H. Brimhall, Rudger Clawson, Joseph

M. Tanner, and John R. Winder, with
Arthur Winter, as secretary.

Anthon H. Lund, as Church historian

and general Church recorder.

Andrew Jenson, O. F. Whitney, A.
M. Musser and Brigham H. Roberts,

assistant historians.

John Nicholson, as clerk of the con-
ference.

Evan Stephens, as leader and conduc-
tor of the Tabernacle choir; Robert T.

McEwan, as first counselor and secre-

tary; George C. Smith, as second coun-
selor and treasurer; John J. McClellan,
as organist; and all the members of the

choir.

RELIEF SOCIETY.

General Officers and General Board of

the Relief Society, Bathsheba W.
Smith, general president; Annie T.

Hyde, first counselor; Ida S. Dusen-
berry, second counselor; Emmeline B.

Wells, general secretary; Clarissa S.

Williams, general treasurer.

Board—Jane S. Richards, Sarah J.

Cannon, M. Isabella Home, Romania
B. Pratt, Susan Grant, Martha A. Can-
non, Emma S. Woodruff, Julina L.

Smith, Emily S. Richards, Ellis R.
Shipp, Julia P. M. Parnsworth, Eliza-
beth J. Stevenson, Phebe Young
Beatie, Carrie S. Thomas, Alice Mer-
rilll Home, Annie Wells Cannon, Pris-
cilla P. Jennings, Margaret A. Caine.

ADDITIONAL MISSIONARIES.

Harriet Ann Badger, Sophia T. Nut-
tall, Mary T. Smith, Mary A. C. Lam-
bert, Rebecca E. Little, Elizabeth S.

Wilcox, Leila Merrill Allen, Priscilla

Smith, Hattie B, Harker.

RELIEF SOCIETY NURSES' CLASS.

Emma A. Empey, superintendent;

Margaret C. Roberts, instructor;

Phebe Young Beatie, corresponding

secretary and treasurer.

OFFICERS OF THE DESERET SUN-
DAY SCHOOL UNION.

Joseph F. Smith, general superintend-

ent; George Reynolds, first assistant

general superintendent; Joseph M. Tan-

ner, second assistant general superin-

tendent.

MEMBERS OF THE BOARD.

Joseph F. Smith, George Reynolds,

Joseph M. Tanner, Joseph W. Sum-
merhays, Levi W. Richards, Francis

M. Lyman, Heber J. Grant, George

Teasdale, Hugh J. Cannon, Andrew
Kimball, John W. Taylor, L. John
Nuttall, James W. Ure, John F. Ben-
nett, John M. Mills, William D. Owen,
Seymour B. Young, George D. Pyper,

Henry Peterson, Anthon H. Lund,

John R. Winder, James E. Talmage,

George M. Cannon, Horace Cummings,
Abraham O. Woodruff.
George D. Pyper, general secretary;

George Reynolds, general treasurer;

William A. Morton, business manager.

Joseph F. Smith, editor Juvenile In-

structor; George Reynolds and Joseph

M. Tanner, assistant editors; George D.

Pyper, business manager.

Y. M. M. I. A.

Officers of the Young Men's Mutual
Improvement associations: Joseph F.

Smith, general superintendent; Heber
J. Grant, Brigham H. Roberts, assist-

ants; Thomas Hull, secretary and treas-

urer; Evan Stephens, music director.

Aids: Francis M. Lyman, John Hen-
ry Smith, Matthias F.Cowley, Abraham
O. Woodruff, J. Golden Kimball, Junius

F. Wells, Milton H. Hardy, Rodney C.

Badger, George H. Brimhall, Edward
H. Anderson, Douglas M. Todd, Thom-
as Hull, Nephi L. Morris, Willard Done,
Le Roi C. Snow, Frank Y. Taylor, Rud-
ger Clawson, Rulon S. Wells, Joseph W.
McMurrin, Reed Smoot, Bryant S.

Hinckley, Moses W. Taylor, Brigham
F. Grant, Henry S. Tanner, Hyrum M.
Smith, William B. Dougall, Joseph F.

Smith, Jr., Ovando C. Beebe, Lewis T.

Cannon.

Y. L. M. I. A.

Officers of Young Ladies' Mutual Im-
provement associations—Elmina S.

Taylor, president; Maria Y. Dougall,

first counselor; Martha H. Tingey, sec-

ond counselor; Ann M. Cannon, secre-

tary and treasurer; Mae T. Nystrom,
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corresponding secretary; Joan Camp-

bell, recording secretary.

Aids—Adella W. Eardley, Sarah Ed-

dington, Agnes Campbell, Lillie T.

Freeze, Susa Young Gattes, Minnie J.

Snow, May B. Talmage, Emma God-

dard, Rose W. Bennett, Alice K. Smith,

Elizabeth C. McCune, Ruth M. Fox, Ju-

lia M. Brixen, Helen W. Woodruff, Au-

gusta W. Grant, Mary A. Freeze.

Alice C. Tuddenham, choir leader;

Mattie Read, organist; Lizzie Thomas,
assistant organist.

PRIMARY BOARD.

Members of the general board of Pri-

mary associations—Louie B. Felt, pres-

ident; Lillie T. Freeze, first counselor;

Josephine R. West, second counselor;

May Anderson, secretary and treasur-

er; Olive L. Derbidge, assistant secre-

tary; Euphemia I. Burnham, recording

secretary.

Aids—Aurelia S. Rogers, L. Lulu
Greene Richards, Isabelle S. Ross, Ca-

milla C. Cobb, Edna L. Smith, Eliza

Slade Bennion, Fanny Woolley, Jose-

phine G. Smith, Ida B. Smith.

RELIGION CLASS BOARD.

Members of Religion Class Board—
Anthon H. Lund, general superintend-

ent; Rudger Clawson, first assistant

general superintendent; Joseph M. Tan-
ner, second assistant general superin-

tendent; L. John Nuttall, general sec-

retary; John M. Mills, Henry Peterson,

Horace Cummings, Joseph W. Summer-
hays, Matthias F. Cowley, Hyrum M.
Smith, Rulon S. Wells, Joseph W. Mc-
Murrin, Louis A. Kelsch, John H. Ev-
ans.

Board of Examiners of Church
Schools—Jos. M. Tanner, Benj. Cluff,

Jr., George H. Brimhall, Joshua H.
Paul, James Linford, Jos. M. Tanner,
general superintendent of Church
schools.

EUROPEAN MISSION.

Elder Heber J. Grant to succeed El-

der Francis M. Lyman as president of

the European mission.

All the voting was unanimously in

the affirmative.

PRESIDENT JOSEPH F. SMITH.

How the will of God can be known—All offices,

callings and authority embraced in the holy

Melchisedek Priesthood— Material affairs of the

Church.

If I regret anything at all, it is that

we have not time to hear the testi-

monies of many more of the brethren

who are in attendance at this confer-

ence. Nothing would delight me more
than to have the privilege of remaining

here and listening to a score or two of

presidents of stakes, presidents of mis-

sions, and other prominent men who
are at this conference representing the

different interests of the Church. I re-

gret more than anything I can think

of in connection with our conferences,

that we do not have more time, and

that we cannot hear from more of our

brethren. But I think the time so far

has been well employed, and I trust

that all that has been said, all the

counsel that has been given, the ex-

hortations that have been offered and
the admonitions that have been voiced,

will be blessed and sanctified through

the spirit of truth to the good and en-

couragement of all who have heard

them.
The one thing now that I desire to

impress upon the minds of my breth-

ren of the Holy Priesthood is that we
should live so near to the Lord,

be so humble in our spirits, so

tractable and pliable, under the influ-

ence of the Holy Spirit, that we nvill

be able to know the mind and will of

the Father concerning us as individuals

and as officers in the Church of Christ

under all circumstances. And when we
live so that we can hear and understand
the whisperings of the still small voice

of the Spirit of God, let us do whatso-
ever that Spirit directs, without fear

of the consequences. It does not make
any difference whether it meet the
minds of carpers or critics, or of the

enemies of the kingdom of God, or not.

Is it agreeable to the will of the Lord?
Is it compatible nvith the spirit of the

great latter-day work in which we are
engaged? Is the end aimed at likely

to advance the Church and to strength-
en it in the earth? If its trend is in

that direction, let us do it, no matter
what men may say or think.
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I know, as I know that I live, that

this is the Church of Jesus Christ of

Latter-day Saints. When I say this,

I say it with a full understanding1 of
the meaning of the term. It is the
Church of Jesus Christ. It is not the
church of man. The Lord laid the

foundations of it. It was He who in-

spired the boy Prophet, Joseph Smith,
and gave to him wisdom and under-
standing to organize the councils of the

Priesthood and to establish His Church
upon the foundation of prophets, apos-
tles, evangelists, and inspired men. It

was the Lord Jesus who restored the
Holy Melchisedek Priesthood, through
the instrumentality that He used; and
all blessings, all offices, all callings, and
all authority in this Church come un-
der and are embraced in the holy Mel-
chisedek Priesthood, which is after the
order of the Son of God. There is no
office growing out of this Priesthood
that is or can be greater than the
Priesthood itself. It is from the Priest-

hood that the office derives its author-
ity and power. No office gives authority
to the Priesthood. No office adds to

the power of the Priesthood. But all

offices in the Church derive their power,
their virtue, their authority, from the

Pristhood. If our brethren would get
this principle thoroughly established in

their minds, there would be less mis-
understanding in relation to the func-
tions of government in the Church than
there is. Today the question is, which
is the greater—the High Priest or the

Seventy, the Seventy or the High
Priest? I tell you that neither of them
is the greater, and neither of them Is

the lesser. Their callings lie in dif-

ferent directions, but they are from the

same Priesthood. If it were necessary,

the Seventy, holding the Melchisedek
Priesthood, as he does, I say IF IT
WERE NECESSARY—he could ordain

a High Priest; and if it were neces-

sary for a High Priest to ordain a
Seventy, he could do that. Why? Be-
cause both of them hold the Melchise-

dek Priesthood. Then again, if it were
necessary—though I do not ex-

pect the necessity will ever arise

—

and there was no man left on earth

holding the Melchisedek JPriesthood,

except an Elder, that Elder, by the in-

spiration of the Spirit of God, and by
the direction of the Almighty, could

proceed, and should proceed, to organ-
ize the Church of Jesus Christ in all

its perfection, because he holds the

Melchisedek Priesthood. But the house
of God is a house of order, and while

the other offices remain in the Church,
we must observe the order of the
Priesthood, and we must perform ordi-

nances and ordinations strictly in ac-

cordance with that order, as it has been
established in the Church through the
instrumentality of the Prophet Joseph
Smith and his successors.

I am aware of the fact that there

are those who in the past have held
different views to this. They may still

hold different views; and if they do,.

they will have to change them by and
by, if they ever get a correct knowl-
edge of the Priesthood. No office of an
Apostle, no office of a President, no of-

fice of a High Priest, or a Seventy, or

an Elder, is greater than the Melchis-
• edek Priesthood. I hope you will un-
derstand that. If an Apostle has any
authority at all, he derives it from the
Melchisedek Priesthood, which is after

God's order, and he cannot have it in

any other way. There is no authority

except it comes from that Priesthood.

It holds the keys of the administering
of blessings, ordinances and promises
upon the heads of all the members of

the Church. Out of the Melchisedek
Priesthood grows the Lesser Priest-

hood, which is called the Priesthood af-

ter the order of Aaron. This is an ap-
pendage to the Melchisedek Priesthood.

The office of an Elder, of a High Priest,

of a Seventy—all the offices in the

Church are simply appendages to the

Melchisedek Priesthood, and grow out

of it. You can read the revelations re-

garding this in the Book of Doctrine

and Covenants, and you must see it

just as I have told it.

Now, I think I can say. without any
reservation, that the brethren who are

placed in charge to look after the in-

terests of the Church are doing their

whole duty to the utmost of their abil-

ity. Brother Clawson, in his discourse,

alluded to the condition of our book*
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and records of tithing. Never since

the Church was organized were they

in so perfect a condition as they are

today. We can tell you the name of

every man, woman and child in the

Church who pays tithing, and we can
. tell you exactly what they pay. Not
only so, but we have records by which
we can show the names and the num-
ber of the members of the Church who
are not tithepayers. Furthermore, we
can tell you that not one dollar of the

tithings of the Church is used for any
purpose except that which is legitimate

and proper, according to the necessi-

ties of the Church. I say to you, too,

that we are paying the debts of the

Church, and the tithing is being used
carefully and exclusively at present to

meet all current expenses and to can-

cel our obligations, both bonded and
note. I am happy to say to you, my
brethren and sisters, that the people

are doing as well in this direction, if

not better than they have ever done
before, with the exception, perhaps, of

one year. There was one year wherein
more tithing was paid than has been

in any one year since; but we presume
that was the result of unprecedented
prosperity, and we are not disposed to

measure subsequent years by that one,

but rather to compare them year by
year, on a consistent basis. It gives me
pleasure to say to you that if you will

continue to do your duty in this matter,

it will not be long before the Church
will owe nobody except God. So

far as I am concerned, I have
not cared particularly whether I shall

live a long or short time; still I may
say it would be pleasing to me if I

could have the privilege of living until

every dollar that the Church owes shall

be paid, and a handsome surplus re-

main in the treasury. I want to see

that day, if the Lord is willing. But
if He is not willing for me to live till

that day shall come. I intend at any
rate to carry out that purpose

to the best of my ability, and

to work to that end so long as I do live

and am permitted to occupy my pres-

ent position. Moreover, I say to you
that I have two strong, staunch, faith-

ful counselors to assist and encourage

me in this endeavor—Presidents Win-
der and Lund. I think if there is one
of the three of us more inclined to be
liberal than the others, perhaps it is

Brother Lund. His generous, large soul

sometimes expands a little farther than
Brother Winder's or mine. We do not
disagree about it, but we try to be
economical and prudent, and eke out
that which we have. We are endeavor-
ing to assist the widow and the father-

less, and, as far as our means will go,

the different wards and stakes of Zion,

in the erection of their meetinghouses.

We are trying to do the best we can
for the maintenance of our temples and
for the continuance of the work that is

going on in them. And this requires

considerable means. According to our

means and the obligations resting upon
us, Ave are doing handsomely, I think,

for our Church schools, of which we
have a number and they are a credit

to the people and to the cause of educa-
tion. We have at last succeeded in

completing the Deseret News building,

•the foundations of which were laid by
President Lorenzo Snow. We have also

completed the Deseret News annex.

These buildings are truly a credit to our

city, but they have been a source of

great expense to the Church. They are

both costly buildings, especially the

main one. built solidly and in the most
expensive way, and will stand as a

monument to the city for many years to

come. They are now paid for, and that

obligation is off our hands. Now we
have undertaken to assist—not to do it

all—in the erection of a Latter-day

Saints hospital in this city, where the

sick and unfortunate of our people

may be taken in an emergency. It

will be conducted under the auspices of

the Latter-day Saints, and we hope to

be able to assist in completing that

and still go on paying our debts. But if

anybody possessing a surplus of means
is generous enough to voluntarily con-

tribute towards the erection of that

hospital, we will be glad to receive it

from him. Others do such things, but

we have not many rich among us, and
therefore we do not expect so much
from our brethren; but where men have
abundance of means and desire to put
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some of it where it will do good, if

they will offer it freely to this hospital,

we will accept it with our blessing, and
with the blessing of the sick and un-
fortunate that may be taken there in

time to come. The blessing of all will

be upon the generous giver. Still we
expect to be able to go on with the

building until it is completed—that is,

the main part. By and by. doubtless,

it will have to be enlarged to meet our

necessities. Then again, we want the

good sisters who have contributed

means in the past for the erection of

a woman's building in this city, for

which a piece of land was designated,

to understand that their efforts in this

direction are not in vain. Inasmuch as

you have contributed your means and
have it in safe keeping, it will come
in very nicely when we begin to lay

the foundations of a memorial building

to the name and honor of the Prophet
Joseph Smith, and in that building the

Relief society, the various quorums of

the Priesthood and the general Au-
thorities of the Church will have of-

ficial habitation and offices. "We will

erect a building, I hope, that will be
creditable to the Church—not, however,
until we pay our debts. "We do not
want to begin to incur new debts until

the old ones are wiped out, nor then
if we can avoid it. But when we get
the means and are otherwise in a posi-

tion to do it, we hope to put up a
building on the old Deseret News cor-

ner that will afford headquarters to

the presidency of the Church, the
Twelve Apostles, the presiding Bishop-
ric, the Seven Presidents of Seventies,

and the general and auxiliary organ-
izations of the Church. So we do not
want you sisters to be discouraged be-

cause you do not see the work going
on just at present. "We have not used
your money; in fact, you control it,

and it is where you have put it. It

will be there, and perhaps bring you in

a little interest, until we get ready
to use it. "When that time shall

come, we will then call upon you to

help build yourselves and us a home.

I feel happy in this work. I know it

is good. I feel it in every fibre of

my being. I am satisfied that the Lord's

hand is over His people for good, and
that He is lengthening the cords of

Zion and strengthening her stakes. I

have not been able to travel as much
as I would like, but I have had the

pleasure of visiting, this summer, our

settlements in Canada, in Oregon, and
in the Big Horn Basin; and wherever
I have gone I have seen unmistakeable
evidences of God's blessing and ap-

proval upon the people. On all sides

there are evidences of progress, of in-

crease, of the development of the re-

sources of the land, and of building up
and strengthening the stakes of Zion.

I feel in my heart that the Lord
will continue to bless and prosper
Zion. As an evidence that He is do-

ing so, we see that the devil is not

dead yet, and he won't die as long

as the work of God is alive in the

earth.

The Lord bless Zion. Peace be unto

you, my brethren and my sisters, and
in all your habitations. The peace and
blessing of God be upon your families,

upon your flocks and your herds, your
substance, and all that He has made
you stewards over, that these things

may be sanctified unto the Lord and
blessed of Him to your good and con-

tinued happiness in time and to your
exaltation in eternity. God bless these

faithful men who preside over the

stakes of Zion, with their counselors

and the members of the High Councils,

and the Bishops and their counselors.

God bless the presidents of Seventies,

the Presiding Bishopric, the Twelve
Apostles, and all those who are engaged

in the labor of the ministry, until the

Saints shall be brought to a knowledge

of the truth unto the perfect stature

of a man in Christ Jesus; that we may
know as we are known, and not be

tossed about by every wind of doctrine

and by the cunning craftiness of men
whereby they lie in wait to deceive.

God deliver us from the snares of the

adversary, and from the traps that are

set for our feet and the pits that are

dug for our destruction, and make us

to prosper in the land now and forever,

is my prayer in the name of Jesus.

Amen.
The choir and congregation sang:


