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smile, that righteousness should pre-

vail, that truth should cover the earth

as the waters cover the mighty deep.

"We would rather that every man and
every woman on earth were a child of

God and an heir indeed and a joint heir

with Jesus Christ. "We prefer that. "We

are working for that; we pray for it;

we preach the Gospel for this purpose,

and we hope, by the blessing of the Al-

mighty upon our efforts and labors in

the world, that before this work shall

have completed its mission and the ob-

ject of its existence in the world,

every knee shall bow and every tongue

confess that Jesus is the Christ, to

the honor and glory of God and to the

redemption of the world. We are going

to keep right on in that line as long as

God will give us our liberty and per-

mit us to live in the flesh; and when
we shall have finished our mission here

and go behind the veil, with the Priest-

hood that has been conferred upon us

here and its keys, authority and power,

we will continue to administer for the

redemption of those that have died

without a knowledge of the truth, in

the world of spirits, until every son
and daughter of God that has lived

upon the earth shall have had the

privilege of hearing the sound of the

Gospel of Jesus Christ and of embrac-
ing it, that their prison doors may be

opened, and that liberty may be pro-

claimed unto them, the liberty of the

Gospel of Jesus Christ, wherewith we
are made free.

God bless you. May He pour out His
Spirit upon His people and help them
to be wise and prudent in their words
and in their actions. "We say to you
keep the laws of God, and you should

honor and keep the constitutional laws
of men. That is what we say.

"We say to you, pay your debts and
get out of debt. Pay your obligations

and free yourselves from the bondage
of obligation, if you can, and as soon

as you can. "We say to you, protect

your own faith by Godly lives. "We say

to you do unto others as you would
have them do unto you—in righteous-

ness. "We say to you, keep the faith

delivered to the Saints in the latter-

day. We say to you, honor God in your
lives; honor and love Christ, the Son
of God, in your hearts; uphold in honor
and maintain respect for the name of

Joseph Smith the Prophet of God who
was instrumental in laying the founda-
tion of this great latter-day work. Do
not turn away at every wind of doc-
trine or be swayed by the cunning
and craftiness of men, whereby they
lie in wait to deceive. Know the
truth for yourselves. "Walk in the
light as Christ is in the light, and you
will have fellowship with Him, and
then the blood of Jesus Christ will

cleanse you from all sin. God bless

you to this end is my humble prayer,

in the name of Jesus Christ. Amen.
The choir then sang the anthem "The

Mountain of the Lord's House."
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Preparation for the advent of Christ—His death
and resurrection— Salvation for the dead.

I greet this congregation in the name
of the Lord, and I ask that I may have
a share of your faith and prayers while
I shall stand before you. I have en-
joyed the remarks of our President this

morning, and I believe his words have
found an echo in every heart. He has
portrayed unto us our mission and our
duties here upon the earth—that which
we are striving for, namely, to serve

the Lord, to carry out His purposes,

and to be instruments in His hands to

bring about the reign of peace, the reign

of Christ, here upon the earth. This
work in which we are engaged, we have
been told, and we have an assurance
thereof, is the work which is to prepare

men for the second coming of Christ.

We believe that the time is near at

hand when the prophecies concerning

His coming will be fulfilled. "We know
that before His coming there must be

a people prepared to receive Him. "We
have tried to prepare ourselves, and
those amongst whom we labor, for this

great event, and we cannot do this in

any other way than the one which our

President has pointed out to us-

I am reminded that this is Easter.

We celebrate today the glorious event,

of the resurrection of our Savior. About
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1S70 years ago this great event, which
confirms our hope of eternal life, took

place. Our Redeemer was laid in a

nev grave, and remained there until the

third day after His crucifixion. He arose

and took upon Himself His body—the

same body which had suffered upon the

cross, and which had been buried; and
in that body he was seen again amongst
His followers. What a great event is

the resurrection of Christ! He con-

quered death; He demonstrated unto

us that death should not 'forever reign;

that though He, Himself and all the

seed of Adam should be subject to

death, yet death should not continue to

have power over them. He overcame
death. He broke its chains, He took
up His body again, and fulfilled the

great mission for which He came here
upon the earth. What a glorious hope
is given unto us through this event! I

suppose the date of this anniversary is

nearly correct. It was about this time
•of the year when the resurrection took
place. With Christmas it is different.

We have nothing to go by to show us
that the birth of Christ took
place in December, but we have sug-
gestions made that it was early in the
year, and that it must have been at a
time when it was warm enough for tha

herders to be out in the fields taking
care of their flocks. This event, however,
which is celebrated today throughout
the Christian world we know, accord-
ing to the gospels, took place at the
time of the Jewish passover. In order

to have it recur annually on a Sunday,
the Christian chronologers have made
it fall on the Sunday after the first full

moon that comes next after the 21st of

(March. It gives us pleasure, therefore,

to know that we are near the right
time when celebrating this event.
Many doubt the statements of the

evangelists and say that the resurrec-
tion <?^uld not take place. Unbelievers
have used aiguments against belief in
the resurrection of Christ. With us, how-
ever, there is no doubt concerning it.

We believe the Bible to be the word of
God as far as it is translated correctly,
and in that book we find the testimonies
of several writers to the fact that Jesus

was resurrected, and that He was seen

after He had risen, by the Apostles, by
acquaintances, and at one time by a*

many as five hundred at once. This
was the testimony borne by His disci-

ples when they went out into the world
after the ascension of Christ, and they

were willing to suffer all things for

that testimony. They did not bear this

testimony with any view of obtaining
worldly honors in compensation for

their labor; on the contrary, they knew-

that the bearing of this testimony con-

cerning Christ would lead to their fol-

lowing Him even unto death; but this

did not deter them, they did not hold

back or feel afraid of what the world
would do, but persisted in bearing tes-

timony that Christ was risen and that

they had seen Him.
Not only did Cbrist rise from tn*.

dead at that time, but others were seen

who had risen from their graves-
righteous men and women who died be-,

fore Christ, and who had the privilege

of rising with him. I do not believt*

that the resurrection then was a gen-

eral one; I believe it extended to those

only who, while upon earth, had proved
themselves willing to do all for the

kingdom of God, and to whom neither

property, honor, nor life itself had been
too dear to keep them from carrying

out the purposes of God.

The Latter-day Saints believe in a lit-

eral resurrection. We do not enter-

tain the idea, as many in the world do.

that the resurrection will be a spiritual

one only. The promise of the Lord is

that we shall receive our bodies

again. We look upon death mere^
ly as a temporary separation of the

spirit and the body. The body of

Jesus was laid in the grave, and a
guard placed before it, but His spirit

did not slumber there. It was only

the body that was dead. The spirit

was still alive, and in the spirit He
visited the good and righteous in Para-
dise, and also visited the prison where
the spirits of men had been awaiting
His coming for many generations, they
having been placed there for rejecting

the Gospel when it was preached unto
them. We are told in the Scripture
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that He visited the spirits in prison and
preached unto them. No doubt they
received with gladness His message,
and were liberated from the prison.

Thus he fulfilled the prophecies which
had declared that His mission was to

open prison doors. After this, his

spirit returned unto His body. The
body was quickened and immortalized.

It underwent a process of which we
have no conception. But it was the

same body. He visited His Apostles

after His resurrection. He appeared
in their midst without their seeing- how
He came. The grosser elements of the

body were no doubt eliminated. If

there had been anything corruptible

in the body that was laid in the tomb, it

was not incorporated in the resurrected

body. Before His crucifixion His body
was subject to death, and He was kill-

ed by His enemies; but when He took
His body again all that belonged to

mortality had been eliminated. His
body was an immortal one. Yet when
He showed Himself to His disciples He
proved unto them that He was the
same Jesus; there were the wounds in

hands and feet, and even in His side

—

a convincing proof unto His disciples

of His identity, and that His body had
been resurrected.

We look forward to a time when
this great blessing shall come to us
also. We do not look upon death as the
end of our individual existence. On the
contrary, knowing Him to be our pro-

totype, we have the assurance that
death is only temporary, and that there
will come a time after death when we
shall again receive these same bodies
which we possess here upon the earth,

and that the union of spirit and body
shall never be dissolved. The bodies
we shall receive will be immortal, and
the spirit and body reunited will con-
stitute a living soul.

While upon this subject I will read a
few passages from the eighty-eighth
section of the book of Doctrine and
Covenants:

"And there shall be silence in heaven
for the space of half an hour, and im-
mediately after shall the curtain of
heaven be unfolded, as a scroll is un-
folded after it is rolled up, and the face
of the Lord shall be unveiled;

'And the Saints that are upon the
earth, who are alive, shall be quickened,
and be caught up to meet him.

"And they who have slept in their
graves shall come forth; for their
graves shall be opened, and they also
shall be caught up to meet him in the
midst of the pillar of heaven:
"They are Christ's the first fruits:

they who shall descend with Him first,

and they who are on the earth and in
their graves, who are first caught up to

meet Him: and all this by the voice of
the sounding of the trump of the angel
of God.
'And after this another angel shall

sound, which is the second trump; and
then cometh the redemption of those
who are Christ's at His coming; who
have received their part in that prison
which is prepared for them, that they
might receive the Gospel, and be judged
according to men in the flesh.

"And again, another trump shall
sound, which is the third trump; and
then cometh the spirits of men who are
to be judged, and are found under con-
demnation:
"And these are the rest of the dead,

and they live not again until the thous-
and years are ended, neither again, un-
til the end of the earth.
"And another trump shall sound,

which is the fourth trump, saying,
There are found among those who are
to remain until that great and last day,
even the end, who shall remain filthy

still."

Here we have, through a revelation

given in 1832, a prophecy concerning the

manner of the resurrection. It was giv-

en by revelation unto the Prophet Jo-

seph Smith, and it gives us a good idea

concerning that great event which will

take place hereafter. When Christ shall

come the Saints that are upon the earth

will be quickened, and caught up unto
Him. They will not have to be laid in

the grave and undergo death in the or-

dinary way, but all the change pertain-

ing unto death will come unto them,

even if it be as the apostle said, "in the

twinkling of an eye." The Lord's pow-
er will be made manifest—for He holds

the keys of the resurrection, He knows
all concerning our physical organiza-

tion, and He is able to accomplish this

great wonder of the resurrection. So
when the time comes the faithful of

the Saints will be quickened and
caught up to meet Him and the many
thousands that are coming with Him.
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"They who have slept in their graves

shall come forth; for their graves shall

be opened, and they also shall be

caught up to meet him in the midst of

the pillar of heaven." Now.these are the

first fruits of that resurrection, and

they shall descend with Christ. They

also who are on the earth shall be

caught up to^meet Him. And all this by

the voice of the trump of the angel of

God.
This, brethren and sisters, is some-

thing worth working for. We de-

sire to live so that when this

event shall come, whether we
be on the earth or in the grave, that

this sound may be heard by us—that

we may come forth and join that hap-

py throng. The revelation goes on to

describe those who shall hear the

trump, but who are of a different class

to that to which I have referred. There

will be some that did not hear the gos-

pel upon the earth, but who received

their portion in the prison. We have
generally thought that the doctrine of

salvation for the dead was not taught

until 1843, when the Prophet Joseph
received revelations concerning work
for the dead; but from the very begin-

ning the Lord revealed unto him that

there wasv
a possibility of salvation be-

ing obtained by those who had passed
away without a knowledge of the Gos-
pel. And so we are told here of the

next class that shall be resurrected:

"And after this another angel shall
sound, which is the second trump; and
then cometh the redemption of those
who are Christ's at his coming; who
have received their part in that prison
which is prepared for them, that they
might receive the Gospel, and be
judged according to men in the flesh.
"And again, another trump shall

sound, which is the third trump; and
then cometh the spirits of men who
are to be judged, and are found under
condemnation.
"And these are the rest of the dead,

and they live not again until the thou-
sand years are ended, neither again,
until the end of the earth.
And another trump shall sound,

which is the fourth trump, saying,
There are found among those who are
to remain until that great and last day,
even the end, who Shall remain filthy
still."

Perhaps the sons of perdition are the

last class. All will be resurrected.

Jesus died for us all. He became the

Redeemer, He bought us for a price,

and His death brought the privilege of

resurrection unto every soul, whether
he be a sinner or not. All will receive

a share in the resurrection—not in the

first resurrection, but they will be res-

urrected, and will be brought before

the bar of our Heavenly Father.

Brethren and sisters, let us so live

that there will be no danger of our be-

ing in the latter classes, but that we
may be among the first fruits of Christ.

Sunday after Sunday we promise that

we will take upon us His name. Let

us not only take upon us His name,
but show in very deed that we are His. N

Let us follow the good counsel given

us this morning, live our holy religion,

carry out the commandments of God,

and not fear what man may say con-
cerning us. We know what we have
received; we know that this work is

for the salvation and betterment of

men, then let us carry out its prin-

ciples. This is ray advice to you. God
bless you all. Amen.

PRESIDENT JOHN R. WINDER.
Missionary work at home and abr ad.

I have no doubt, my brethren and
sisters, but that you, with myself, have
greatly rejoiced in what we have heard
from Presidents Smith and Lund. With
those brethren, I join in extending to

you a hearty greeting to this confer-

ence. When I think that many of you
have traveled hundreds, and some of

you thousands, of miles to visit this

Conference, I feel in my heart to hope
you will be amply repaid for your jour-

ney. I trust we will keep in mind the

good instructions we have already re-

ceived, and that we will be more dili-

gent and determined to serve the Lord
with all our might, mind and strength.

Our motto, as I understand it, is "Peace
on Earth, and Good Will to Men." Some
of you, my brethren, who are present

today, are laboring in the nations of thg

earth, endeavoring to enlighten the


